
The Parable of the Lost Son.
        Then he said, “A man had two sons, and the younger son said to his 
father, ‘Father, give me the share of your estate that should come to me.’ So the 
father divided the property between them. After a few days, the younger son 
collected all his belongings and set off to a distant country where he squandered his 
inheritance on a life of dissipation.
        When he had freely spent everything, a severe famine struck that 
country, and he found himself in dire need. So he hired himself out to one of the local 
citizens who sent him to his farm to tend the swine. And he longed to eat his fill of 
the pods on which the swine fed, but nobody gave him any. Coming to his senses he 
thought, ‘How many of my father’s hired workers have more than enough food to eat, 
but here am I, dying from hunger.  I shall get up and go to my father and I shall say 
to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I no longer deserve to 
be called your son; treat me as you would treat one of your hired workers.”
        So he got up and went back to his father. While he was still a long way 
off, his father caught sight of him, and was filled with compassion. He ran to his son, 
embraced him and kissed him.  His son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and against you; I no longer deserve to be called your son.’  But his father 
ordered his servants, ‘Quickly bring the finest robe and put it on him; put a ring on 
his finger and sandals on his feet.  Take the fattened calf and slaughter it. Then let 
us celebrate with a feast, because this son of mine was dead, and has come to life 
again; he was lost, and has been found.’ Then the celebration began.
        Now the older son had been out in the field and, on his way back, as he 
neared the house, he heard the sound of music and dancing. He called one of the 
servants and asked what this might mean. The servant said to him, ‘Your brother has 
returned and your father has slaughtered the fattened calf because he has him back 
safe and sound.’ He became angry, and when he refused to enter the house, his father 
came out and pleaded with him.
        He said to his father in reply, ‘Look, all these years I served you and not 
once did I disobey your orders; yet you never gave me even a young goat to feast on 
with my friends. But when your son returns who swallowed up your property with 
prostitutes, for him you slaughter the fattened calf.’ He said to him, ‘My son, you are 
here with me always; everything I have is yours. But now we must celebrate and 
rejoice, because your brother was dead and has come to life again; he was lost and has 
been found.’”

Luke 15: 11-32
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Parables of Jesus

A parable is a short fictitious story that Jesus would tell to teach his 
disciples and us a lesson about God.  These lessons tend to focus 
on the kingdom of God, the grace and mercy of God, and the 
judgment of God.

Parables tend to be made up of four components.  They are:

Built on similes: In a parable, something always stands for 
something else.  For example, Jesus will often start a parable by 
saying “The kingdom of God is like…” and then use an image to 
compare God’s kingdom to a mustard seed or a king etc.

Relate to real life: The stories Jesus told made sense to his 
audience.  At the time of Jesus, kings and farmers and 
shepherds were common knowledge.  For the most part, they 
are relatable today too.

Filled with surprises:  A great plot twist makes every story more 
interesting.  In a parable there is usually a part of the story that 
is shocking or doesn’t make sense.  In the parable of the lost 
sheep, the shepherd leaves 99 sheep to find just one!  
Financially, that is a really bad idea, but from a storytelling 
perspective it is a beautiful illustration of God’s love for us.

Present a Challenge:  At the end of a parable, the audience was 
usually confused or upset.  That’s because the whole point of a 
parable is to encourage you to change your life- to be more 
faithful, more giving, more forgiving.  These things are hard!  It’s 
difficult to live Jesus’s message in our everyday lives.

As you study the parables, understanding and analyzing these four 
components of a parable will help you to understand and apply the 
parables more in your own life.
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The Lost Son Graphic Organizer
Read the story of The Lost Son in Luke 15: 11-32.  Then list adjectives 
that describe each person in the story.

FatherYounger Son Older Son

Tell a story of a time when you acted like the YOUNGER son:

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________.__
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Tell a story of a time when you acted like the Father:

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Tell a story of a time when you acted like the OLDER son:

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Reasons from my life Reasons and verses from the parable

Which character are you most like?  Use three reasons from your life and 
three reasons from the parable.  Be sure to cite verses!

On a seperate sheet of paper, write a reflection on which character from The 
Lost Son you are most like and why.  How might God be calling you to change?

© Emily Appert  (faiththatworks.net)


	ParablePacket-1 12.pdf
	ParablePacket-1 4.pdf
	ParablePacket-1 13.pdf
	ParablePacket-1 14.pdf

