
 

Dear Saint Francis Xavier Parish Family,       May 21, 2020 

A blessed Feast of the Ascension of the Lord to everyone!   May the Lord Jesus lift us up as we continue 

to wait for the gifts of the promised Advocate, the Holy Spirit.  May we take great consolation in the 

knowledge that Jesus is even more present to us through his Holy Spirit. 

May the Risen and Ascended Lord lift up our spirits and give us hope as we continue to trust in God’s 

help and providence and persevere during this time of our global pandemic.  This week, a sister friend of 

mine at the Adorers of the Blood of Christ in Ruma sent me the following poem. It was composed by one 

of her former students, Fr. Gerard Garrigan, O.S.B: 

CORONA TIME 

In the year of our Lord 2020, 

For reasons to us unknown, 

With the same hand with which 

He’d separated heaven from earth, 

Day from night, sea from land, 

The same hand with which 



He’d fashioned man from loam, 

For reasons still unknown, 

The One from whom all things do come 

And to whom all return, 

With that selfsame and mighty hand 

And life, as we’d known it, stopped 

But, as God is good and whose goodness 

Alone, alone has no end, 

He will at a time we do not know, God knows, 

Did choose to press the “PAUSE’ button 

And life, as we’d known it stopped 

But, as God is good and whose goodness 

Alone, alone has no end, 

He will at a time we do not know, God knows, 

Will with that all-powerful and steady hand 

Press that button labelled “PLAY” 

Oh, and we will – play and play, 

And God will see that it is good, 

So very, very good 

And we will see that it is good, 

So very, very good. 

 

This week between the Feast of the Ascension and the Feast of Pentecost next week is similar in a way 

for all of us as we await for the major restrictions to be lifted for the Coronavirus Pandemic.  May we 

patiently and charitably wait for God’s plan for us in our present lives and situations. 

 

The month of May is when we honor all graduates from grade school, high school and college.  Since we 

do not have all the grade school or college graduate’s names, we wish them and their families well.  May 

God bless you as you move forward in your journey of life!   Here is the list of our high school graduates 

who were part of our Saint Francis Xavier Church religious education program at one time or another:  

Aren Abel, Alexis Barajas, Andrew Barajas, Spencer Bicketl, Isabella Chevalier, Cali Clough, Maxwell 

Davis, Megan Gobert, Scott Golz, Rose Kippenbrock, Jessica Reyes, Pablo Rojas, John Paul Taylor.  

 

This week we received an email from our Diocese regarding the next stage of our gradually opening up 

our church ministry/  The first step will be to have the Sacrament of Reconciliation available with social 

distancing and no more than ten people arriving in the building at one time.  This will likely begin 

towards the end of May and at the Newman Center to begin with since there are many special 

arrangements of space that have to be taken into account.  Other precautions will need to take place as 

well including having some one in the building to act as a greeter and usher to make sure people are 

following the safety guidelines.  We are looking for volunteers who can assist us with this as well as to 

help us with Mass when we gradually are able to have ten people and then more attending Mass. 

 

God’s peace,   FR. BOB    Please regularly check our parish website for further information 

www.stfxcarbondale.org  

http://www.stfxcarbondale.org/

