
 

 

Dear Saint Francis Xavier Parish Family                                                                 June 25, 2020 

Blessings to all as we celebrate the Thirteen Sunday in Ordinary Time!  May we each take up our 

crosses each day, so we can walk in the newness of life in Christ Jesus! 

This weekend at our 5:30 pm Mass at Saint Francis Xavier, we will be celebrating the Rite of 

Confirmation for a number of our high school students.  The ceremony had been scheduled for two 

different dates, but due to the corona pandemic, needed to be postponed until now.  Bishop Braxton 

also, because of the circumstances, has delegated all pastors to be the officiant confirmation this year.  

This is a practice that can be done in special circumstances, and it is always done at the Easter Vigil for 

those adults joining the Church.  Those receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation this Saturday are James 

Anterola, Angelica Luna, Marlui Luna, Norma Perez, Jessica Reyes, and Estrella Xoxotla.  On July 25th, 

those receiving Confirmation will be Emma Bickel, Eli Dyer, and Lizbeth Melchor.  We thank Bill Harper 

our primary Confirmation catechist, as well as the confirmandi, their parents and sponsors for all of their 

preparation for this important sacrament of initiation.   

Speaking of Bill Harper--our Pastoral Associate  responsible for religious education, youth ministry, and 

the Rite of Christian Initiation—has been in this role for six years at Saint Francis Xavier. Bill has decided 

to retire this year and his last day is June 30th this coming Tuesday.   We thank Bill for sharing his many 

talents with our parish and partnership over these years.  He will be greatly missed.  Because of the 

present corona virus situation, we unfortunately are no able to regular farewell potluck or reception for 

Bill, and our hopes are to do something later when everything opens up and we can have larger 

numbers and the sharing of food.  In the meanwhile, please feel free to send Bill a note of appreciation 

for his years of service including adult formation and education.  His Bible studies and other series were 



well received.  THANK YOU, Bill, for all you did to enrich our lives at Saint Francis Xavier and the 

Newman Center!! 

Our new Pastoral Associate, Sister Barbara Blesse, O.P. is a Springfield Dominican sister who will be 

living in Carterville with two of her other religious sisters.  Sister Barbara will begin her duties at Saint 

Francis Xavier on Wednesday, July 1st.   We will have more information about her in next week’s letter. 

Please welcome her individually.  Once again, due to COVID, we will have to wait to have an event to 

welcome Sister more formally. 

This weekend we will also have the First Communion at our 9 am Sunday Mass for one of our now third 

graders, Henry Neubig, son of Julie and Kurt.   Other students who were in the second grade First 

Communion preparation class this past school year can make their First Communion at any Mass in the 

future by calling me at the parish office.  The other option will be to wait until next year the week after 

Easter and we will have a group celebration along with next year’s class.  Those who make it individually 

before that will obviously be able to do the group celebration as well.  At that time, we will have a group 

First Communion picture for both classes as well as family photos taken. 

We received word from the diocese that we are now allowed to have Mass intentions again at our 

liturgies.  When the corona pandemic started, Bishop Braxton wisely had every parish have the 

intentions at every Mass to be for an end to the pandemic and for all those affected by it.  Now that we 

know the virus will be with us indefinitely, and certainly not abated until a proven vaccine has been 

formulated, we will still have a special Mass each week and continue praying our Pandemic Prayer 

together.  Mass intentions can be a way to remember a loved one or to observe special occasion or 

intention.  Please call the parish office to schedule any intentions you may want to have said. The usual 

offering which goes to the parish, not the priest, is ten dollars.  We will be rescheduling the Mass 

intentions which we were not able to offer in the past three months or so due to COVID-19. 

Here are the Mass intentions for the coming week: 

Saturday, June 27, 5:30 pm at Saint Francis Xavier:  Albert Varsa and Salvatore Dimiceli 

Sunday, June 28, 9 am at Saint Francis Xavier:  Kenneth Mitchell 

Sunday, June 28, 11:15 am at Newman:  Jim and Elsie Martin—Anniversary 

Monday, June 29, 9 am at Newman:  Fr. Gerald Heckenberger 

Tuesday, June 30, 9 am at Newman:  Intentions of Catholic Extension Donors 

Wednesday, July 1, 9 am at Newman:  For the Sick 

Thursday, July 2, 9 am at Newman:  Lana Peters 

Friday, July 3, 9 am at Newman:  Intentions of Catholic Extensions Donors 

Saturday, July 4, 5:30 pm at Saint Francis Xavier:  Fr. Larry Albertson 

Sunday, July 5, 9 am at Saint Francis Xavier:  Fred Jurewicz  

Sunday, July 5, 11:15 am at Newman:  Frances Peters 

Have a blessed week!  Stay safe and please wear your masks and use social distancing to protect 

yourself and others. 

God’s peace, 

Fr. Bob          Pastor 


