
Eyewitnesses to Jesus –Simon helps Jesus carry his cross 
 
READ the following eyewitness story together 
 
And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the purple cloak, dressed him in 
his own clothes, and led him out to crucify him. They pressed into service a passer-by, 
Simon, a Cyrenian, who was coming in from the country, the father of Alexander and 
Rufus, to carry his cross.  
 
They brought him to the place of Golgotha 
(which is translated Place of the Skull). They 
gave him wine drugged with myrrh, but he 
did not take it. Then they crucified him and 
divided his garments by casting lots for them 
to see what each should take. It was nine 
o'clock in the morning when they crucified 
him. The inscription of the charge against 
him read, "The King of the Jews."… 
 
At noon darkness came over the whole land 
until three in the afternoon. And at three 
o'clock Jesus cried out in a loud voice,…"My 
God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" 
Some of the bystanders who heard it said, 
"Look, he is calling Elijah." One of them ran, soaked a sponge with wine, put it on a 
reed, and gave it to him to drink, saying, "Wait, let us see if Elijah comes to take him 
down." Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. 

Mark 15:20-26;33-37 
 
 
RECALL:  Simon helped Jesus bear the weight of the heavy cross, and then he saw Jesus 
being crucified and then die. Imagine how this affected Simon for the rest of his life. 
 
 
REPORT on how Simon might have helped other people after that day with Jesus. On 
the other side of this paper, tell the story of how this encounter changed Simon for the 
rest of his life.  How did he continue to live the compassion that he saw in Jesus? What 
might people at Simon’s funeral say about how he changed into a man of compassion? 


