
St. John Vianney R C Church   
                                                                                   

Parish Council Meeting Minutes 
 

Tuesday, March 8th, 2022 

6:45 pm  
Joan Wedgewood Center 

 
Meeting started at 6:45pm 

 
 Opening Prayer led by Mike Casciano – Response: “Unite Us Lord in Your Spirit” 
 
 Roll call  Taken 24 of 34 present 
 
 Minutes of previous meeting (02/08/22) read and approved 
 
 Old Business –   
 Gene Jordan is working to establish a meeting with Fr. Mark and appropriate 

representatives regarding the air conditioning for the JWC.  
 
Calendar of events for Parish – 
After considerable discussion, it has been decided to begin with two separate  
calendars, one for Events and another for Room reservations. 
A yearly Fund-raising agenda/ calendar should also be implemented. Theresa Poole 
has previously indicated that she would take this project on. It is imperative that  
each ministry inform Theresa of all upcoming events and room requests. 
 
Parish Ministry Updates –  
Lenten Retreat is scheduled for April 6th thru 8th (see details at end of minutes) 
The Hospitality/Vitality ministry will assist with the Retreat soup supper. 
Plant sale is on May 1st  
DDSO Masses are Masses remain ‘on hold’ due to staffing. 
Home Communion to resume for about 6 individuals. 
Holy Name donated $1,000 for parish Mass books. Hot dog roast for Holy Name  
will be on June 11th, after the 4pm Mass. The Sodality is invited. Hot dogs and  
refreshments will be provided. Please bring a dish to pass. 
26th Annual Holy Name Golf Outing will be held on August 4th at Kissing Greens 
in Alden.  
Nicole Zelasko, Baptism and Faith Formation, would like to resume several programs  
to encourage continued participation in the faith after baptism. Programs could include; 
Fun/Faith/Fellowship, games, use of the gym, Bible study, youth ministries for children. 
Discussion surrounding the use of the JWC resulted in Bob Conklin agreeing to speak  



with Mrs. Kraus about the possibility of moving the LE3 Program to another location 
to allow for greater use of JWC. 
Mike Casciano will check to see if Chiavetta’s can do fish fry’s for Lent. 
 
365 Envelope Fundraiser to be postponed until next October 
 
Fr. Mark will be on vacation for the month of August until the first week of September. 
 
A special prayer request was made for the mother of Alexandra Piatrowski. Several  
additional intensions followed. 
 
Ed Orrange suggested we all meet for Mass prior to our next meeting. 
 

 Closing Prayer by Fr. Mark 
 
 

 Next Meeting  
Tuesday, April 12th, 2022, at 6:45pm in the Joan Wedgewood Center  
 
 
 
 
 

From: Brady Webb <bwebb@sjvop.org> 
Date: Tue, Mar 8, 2022 at 1:38 PM 
Subject: Re: Copies 
To: Rob Kubiak <robkubiak716@gmail.com> 
 
 
I signed us all up for an automatic Lenten reflection that was featured in Flocknote, if 
that gets mentioned. Do we have any bites for a committee, yet? 
 
Second, we have planned our parish lenten retreat and they should look for the updates 
in the bulletin but here are the details if you want to read them: 
 
On Wednesday, April 6th: 
             - Noon, in the Church - Confession - Sacrament of Reconciliation for all SJV 
Students and anyone that may not be able to attend Thursday evening. 
On Thursday, April 7th: 

-          5:30 PM Eucharistic Adoration. 
-          6 PM Penance service and open confessions. All faith formation students are asked to 
attend and receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation. This is a great opportunity for all of us to 
fulfil our yearly obligation of receiving this sacrament (at least) once per year. 
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-          Following Confession, we invite all to enjoy some soup and fellowship in the Gathering 
Room, generously provided by our Hospitality Committee! There will be soup, bread, and 
beverages, so be sure to stop by afterwards! 

On Friday April 8th: 

-          6 PM Stations of the Cross. 
-          7 PM speaker/musician, John Wilde, will offer reflections on what Lent is and how we can 
grow spiritually through these 40 days. For 30 years, John has been a speaker, educator, 
musician, and a former director of faith formation and youth ministry. A life-long 
Catholic, John will share his insights and faith-witness for all ages.  
-          8 PM All are invited to enjoy some soup and fellowship in the Gathering Room, generously 
provided by our Hospitality Committee! There will be soup, bread, and beverages, so be sure to 
stop by afterwards! 

 

Third, if there is time, can you please read the following to them: 
 
I'm sorry I wasn't able to come tonight, but I have had some thoughts that I wanted to 
bring up about the spiritual considerations of the parish council. The benefit for you is 
that I am a much better writer than I am a speaker, so maybe God's having mercy on 
you all by my absence! Anyway, I want to re-emphasize that we need to make sure that 
primary among our concerns as the parish council is the spiritual concerns of our parish. 
I think that we need to make sure that the meeting does not become a planning meeting 
for any one particular thing, especially if it is concerning finances, buildings and 
grounds, and particular parish celebrations. It is noteworthy to remember what St. Pope 
Paul IV said, that "the Church exists to evangelize." The Church doesn't exist to build 
buildings, She doesn't exist as a sentimental token of past generations, She doesn't 
even exist for the sake of a community's self-expression, She exists to evangelize: to 
spread the good news of God's love and redemption. Everything we do as a parish 
should be directed in some way toward that end. Nothing, from maintenance to faith 
formation to hospitality is exempt from the mission of evangelization, just as no 
individual profession or calling in life is exempt from the call to make disciples of all 
nations. I have been to many parish council meetings at other parishes where it secretly 
becomes a school board meeting, or a finance meeting, or a parish festival meeting. 
They are important aspects of the parish, but they are secondary to the central mission 
of evangelization and should be dealt with separately as much as possible. My 
suggestion (if one hasn't been made yet at the meeting) is that we have a timer and 
allow each individual concern 5 minutes of discussion and planning and then as soon as 
the timer goes off we move on to the next topic.  
 
I think that, especially in our current position as a parish moving forward, that we need 
to take a harder look at where we are right now and discern how we are to grow our 
parish in the essentials: firstly in love of God, and then love of neighbor. We need to 
become, especially now, self aware of the adherence of each group and function of the 
parish to the mandates of the gospel. What are our ministries doing? How are we 
attracting people with the Gospel? Do our groups meet the spiritual and physical needs 



of those within it and are they joyfully living the gospel and growing in ways that would 
attract outsiders? Are we reaching every age group?  
 
As the director of lifelong faith formation I want to also introduce a paradox to you: I 
don't believe that the children are our future, I believe that the adults are our future. As 
far as the adults of the parish are being encouraged and empowered to be the light of 
Christ, the children will become the future we need to see. Children almost always 
become their parents, but children rarely become their teachers. This is abundantly 
clear in the fact that only about 10% of children who make it through religious education 
end up being practicing Catholics after highschool (or even earlier). If we only focus on 
the children, there's a much smaller chance of the trickle-up effect in faith. If we make 
disciples of the adults, they have a far greater capacity to spread the gospel in their 
families and in the community than teaching the children alone will. But there are no 
silver bullets in the Church and I think it's imperative as we move forward that we 
recognize the need of the parish to be Christ to all of our parishioners who we see and 
don't see along with those in the community who have yet to hear the good news of 
Christ. I challenge the pastoral council to reflect on three things: 1. Who are we 
evangelizing? 2. Who aren't we evangelizing? 3. How do we evangelize those inside our 
parish and those on the peripheries who have yet to hear the good news? That is my 
proposed action item for the night. 
 
One last note. At the Rite of Election on Sunday, the bishop's homily struck me as being 
very pertinent. He said something along the lines of the fact that as we look at dwindling 
numbers of people and participants in our parishes, we need to realize that the faith is 
not about having our numbers match those that we have expected in the past and trying 
to get back to that point. Instead, the measure of our success is in the quality of the 
expression of that faith which we are expressing to those around us. I have heard many 
people here make comparisons to how things "used to be here" but I think that in the 
bishop's estimation that is looking at the situation backwards. We are called to trust in 
Christ and be faithful to him and we cannot force an expectation of an output onto God. 
We scatter the seeds, and God makes them grow. Our job is just to make sure that 
those seeds are seeds of faith and nothing else. We need to focus on the quality of the 
deposit of faith that we are giving not only our children, but our young people, and our 
adults, and our elderly. When we abandon our hopes to God's care, then we will see 
fruit borne in our parish. It won't look the same as in the past, and honestly it probably 
shouldn't look the same, but it will be the result of the Spirit blowing where he wills and it 
will be better than our human calculations could account for. Comparison destroys joy. 
Trust in God and faithfulness restores it. I encourage all of us to keep that mentality and 
to grow this Lent in our faithfulness to the gospel 

 
   

 
 
 
 

 



 
    
 

  


