
SHEET OF SELECTIONS 

The Parish staff of St. John Vianney would like to make the 

planning of the Funeral Mass as easy as possible for you and your 

family. Use this booklet to select readings and music for the 

funeral liturgy, and indicate your choices on this sheet. Bring this 

sheet with you when you meet with staff to plan the funeral.  

  

Funeral of ________________________________________  

  

Contact Person____________________________________   

  

Phone           

  

Placing of the Pall (2-4 Persons: Only when full casket is present.) 

          

          

          

          

MUSICAL SELECTIONS 

Page 21 contains a listing of some suggested music that is 

appropriate for a Funeral Mass. Indicate your selections here. If a 

hymn is not able to be played, the Music Director will make an 

appropriate alternate selection.  

  

For any questions regarding music please contact Chuck Basil at 

716-860-6281. 

  
 

1.           

 

2.           

 

3.           

  

4.           

 

 

THE READINGS 

The Word of God is a great source of consolation for those who 

mourn. The funeral Mass contains three readings: Old Testament, 

New Testament, and Gospel. You may select one reading from the 

Old and New Testament sections of this booklet. (The Gospel is 

selected and read by the priest.) Indicate your choices below. Feel 

free to leave the spaces blank if you are not sure which reading to 

select.  

 

You may also, if you wish, ask one or two persons to read the first 

and second readings. Be sure to select persons who have 

experience reading in public, and who would be comfortable 

reading at this emotional time. The readers will be called forward 

by the priest, and he will indicate the text for them. If you do not 

select readers, the readings will be read by the priest or a 

parishioner.  

 

First Reading: Page Number    Reading Number    

 

 Reader (optional)        

  

Second Reading: Page Number    Reading Number  

 

 Reader (optional)        

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

THE PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 

The petitions for the Prayer of the Faithful may be read by a person 

of your choice. This text appears on page 20. If you select someone 

to read be sure the person will be competent and comfortable. 

Write the person’s name below. He or she will be called forward 

by the priest at the appropriate time. If you do not select someone, 

the petitions will be read by the priest. 

 

Reader         

 

 

 

THE OFFERTORY PROCESSION 

  

You may, if you wish, select persons to bring forward the gifts at 

the Offertory. Two to four people may be selected. Please write 

their names below. The gifts will be on a table near the altar of the 

Church. The priest will call forward the persons who are to present 

the gifts. They go to the table, take the gifts, and present them to 

the priest. This is an optional rite, you may leave these lines blank 

if you prefer.  

  

1. ________________________________________________ 

2. ________________________________________________ 

3. ________________________________________________ 

4. ________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

TESTIMONY OF FAITH/WORDS OF  
REMEMBRANCE 

 
(Repeated on page 22 for the convenience of the speaker) 

 
 
A family has the option of having a Testimony of Faith offered 
before the beginning of the funeral Mass. It is not required. 
The Testimony to the Faith in the life of the deceased should recall 
the blessings that came through the deceased person’s life, their 
personal virtues, and their faith in Christ.  It would be appropriate 
to recall their good works, their relationship with Christ, and the 
role faith played in their family and personal life.  The words 
should always be respectful of the individual, all family members, 
and the sacred context and location in which the words are offered. 
A Testimony of Faith is not the same as the secular understanding 
of a "eulogy", which is a reminiscing and toasting of the life of the 
departed outside the context of faith.  Those who wish to give a 
eulogy, share a story, etc. about the deceased may fittingly do so 
during the wake, following the burial at the cemetery, or at a meal 
following the funeral. 
 
Below are some guidelines for the Testimony of Faith:  
· Only one person may deliver the Testimony of Faith at the 
funeral Mass.  If several people wish to speak, we ask that they 
meet together, share their thoughts, and select one person to speak. 
· The speaker should be someone who can maintain composure. 
· The Testimony of Faith should between three and five minutes in 
length. 
· Please bear in mind that to speak publicly in a Catholic Church is 
a significant privilege.  One should refrain from any hurtful 
comments, jokes, or language not in keeping with the respect due 
to the deceased or the dignity of the sacred liturgy. 
 
If you decide to have someone offer the Testimony of Faith, please 
make note of that person’s name on the planning sheet.  
 
It is our normal practice to have this Testimony given at the 
beginning of Mass. We find this is preferable for the person 
offering the testimony, as it enables them to offer their testimony 
and then be free to pray without distraction during the rest of the 
Mass. Also, it enables everyone present to reflect on our departed 
brother or sister at the start of Mass. However, if desired, the 
testimony may be given at the end of Mass and before we depart 
for the cemetery. In that case, please notify a staff member or 
priest when you meet with them. 
  
 There will be no Testimony of Faith 

The Testimony of Faith will be given by    ___ 


