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FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
  

 

AMAZING GRACE  
 After apartheid was abolished in South Africa, 
special hearings were held to allow victims a voice, and to 
establish justice and peace. One day an elderly black woman 
and a white police officer faced each other across a 
courtroom. The officer, a Mr. van der Broek, had just been 
found guilty of murdering the woman’s son and her 
husband. He had come to her home a number of years 
earlier, shot her son, and burned the body while he and his 
cronies reveled in the act. Later, he returned and took her 
husband. For two years, she heard nothing about him. Then 
van der Broek came and led the woman to a river bank, 
where she saw her husband bound and beaten on a pile of 
wood. The last words she heard him say were, “Father, 
forgive them,” as the officers poured gasoline over him and 
set him on fire. Justice caught up with Mr. van der Broek. 
He was found guilty, and it was now time for sentencing. 
The judge asked the woman, “What should be done to this 
man who so brutally destroyed your family?” She replied, “I 
want three things. First, I want to be taken to where my 
husband’s body was burned so that I can gather up the dust 
and give him decent burial. My husband and son were my 
only family, so I want, second, for Mr. van der Broek to 
become my son. I would like him to come twice a month to 
the ghetto and spend a day with me so that I can pour on him 
whatever love I still have within me. Third,” she said, “I 
would like Mr. van der Broek to know that I forgive him 
because Jesus Christ died to forgive me.” She walked across 
the courtroom and embraced him. The policeman fainted, 
overwhelmed by her response. Then quietly, friends, family, 
and neighbors—all victims of similar oppression and 
injustice—began to sing, “Amazing grace, how sweet the 
sound.”  Copyright © 2009, World Library Publications. All rights reserved.   
 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
 

 TODAY’S READINGS   
First Reading — The Israelites ate of the yield of the land 
of Canaan (Joshua 5:9a, 10-12) or 1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-
13a. 
Psalm — Taste and see the goodness of the Lord  
(Psalm 34) or Psalm 23. 
Second Reading — Whoever is in Christ is a new creation 
(2 Corinthians 5:17-21) or Ephesians 5:8-14. 
Gospel — This man welcomes sinners and eats with them  

 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co  

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: Is 65:17-21; Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-13b; Jn 4:43-54 
Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9, 12; Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9; Jn 5:1-16 
Wednesday: Is 49:8-15; Ps 145:8-9, 13cd-14, 17-18;  
 Jn 5:17-30 
Thursday: Ex 32:7-14; Ps 106:19-23; Jn 5:31-47 
Friday: Wis 2:1a, 12-22; Ps 34:17-21, 23;  
 Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30 
Saturday: Jer 11:18-20; Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-12; Jn 7:40-53 
Sunday: Is 43:16-21; Ps 126:1-6; Phil 3:8-14;  
 Jn 8:1-11  
 Alternate readings (Year A):  
 Ez 37:12-14; Ps 130:1-8; Rom 8:8-11;  
 Jn 11:1-45 [3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45] 

 
 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co  

MINISTRY OF RECONCILIATION 
All three of these feasts point to the one 

banquet that we will celebrate in the promised land of 
heaven, and that we anticipate in the eucharistic 
banquet. At the Eucharist we celebrate the infinite 
forgiveness and love God has shown us in Christ. 
However, we are not simply to relax at the table and 
drink in our own forgiveness. St. Paul reminds us that 
God has “given us the ministry of reconciliation” (2 
Corinthians 5:18).  Like the brothers in the parable, 
God’s generosity to us should open our hearts to 
forgive and ask forgiveness of our brothers and sisters 
in Christ. Like the father in the parable, we are to be 
“ambassadors for Christ,” extending “the message of 
reconciliation” (2 Corinthians 5:19, 20) to all those 
who need Christ’s reconciling forgiveness. The 
heavenly banquet will not be complete until all people 
come to the feast and “taste and see the goodness of 
the Lord” (Psalm 34:9).  Copyright © 2006, World Library Publications. 
All rights reserved.  

“LET US CELEBRATE WITH A FEAST” 
As we leave winter behind and enter into the 

home stretch of our Lenten journey we have good rea-
son to celebrate. We know that with each new sunrise 
we will enjoy more warmth and daylight. We know 
also that Christ, our risen “Sun,” is bringing more and 
more warmth and light into the world with each new 
day. How better to celebrate than with a feast! The first 
reading, the psalm, and the Gospel for this Sunday all 
refer to feasts. Each of these feasts celebrates what the 
psalm calls “the goodness of the Lord” (Psalm 34:9). 
The spring Passover festival in the reading from Joshua 
celebrates God’s gift of the land of Canaan to the Isra-
elites. In the Gospel parable the father doesn’t give a 
thought to his prodigal son’s sins or to his own injured 
feelings. He proclaims, “Let us celebrate with a 
feast!” (Luke 15:23). He then leaves his own banquet to 
encourage his elder son to “celebrate and rejoice, be-
cause your brother was dead and has come to life 
again” (Luke 15:32). Copyright © 2006, World Library Publications. All rights 
reserved.  



                    MASS INTENTIONS                                          ANNOUNCEMENTS                              

SATURDAY,March 30th 
4:00pm—  Arnold “Bud” Pellerin/  
Joey Glenn Broussard/ Ella & Walter F. Shipp,  
Dr. & Mrs. Rene Broussard/ Ella Mae Sedotal/ 
Marie Louise Romero Menard & Horace Menard/ 
Danny & Nolan Meche/ M/M Ellis Delahoussaye,Sr. & 
Ellis Delahoussaye, Jr./  Fr. Richard Vidrine/ 
Jared Michael Maturin/ Clarence “Bubba” Masalis/ 
Norris P. Rader, Sr./ Chad A. Segura/ Sheila Breaux/ 
Jared Michael Maturin 
5:30pm— Fr. Richard Vidrine/ David LeBlanc, 
Venia & Nick Frittella, Odessa & Robert H. Scott,  
A. Frittella, Robert Calvin Scott 
SUNDAY, March 31st 
7:00 am— L.J.Dore’/ Fr. Thomas Voorhies/ 
Skyla Babineaux 
9:00 am—Parishioners of OLPH 
11:00 am— Julian Champagne/Aimee Lancon 
Sidonia L. & Wilton Jospeh Dore/ Zack McDonald/ 
Fr. Thomas Voorhies/ John W. Kilchrist/ 
Patricia Verret/ For the Souls in Purgatory/ 
MONDAY,  April 1st 
Angelus @ noon 
12:15pm—Larry Viator/ Pope Francis 
TUESDAY, April 2nd 
NO MASS 
WEDNESDAY, April 3rd 
Angelus @ noon 
NO MASS 
THURSDAY,  April 4th 
12:15 pm—  Percy Louviere Family/ 
Bishop Emeritus Michael Jarrell 
5:15 pm— Paula White/  
Bishop Emeritus Michael Jarrell 
FRIDAY, April 5th 
Angelus @ noon 
12:15pm— Ernest Freyou/ Fr. Thomas Vu 
5:30 pm—WAY OF THE CROSS ONLY/NO MASS 

 

                 ALTAR  
   SERVER SCHEDULE 
Saturday, April 6th, 2019 
4:00 pm— Hallee Mire 
5:30 pm— Carter Leleux 
Sunday,   April 7th, 2019 
7:00 am— Michael Pellerin 
9:00 am— Remi LeBlanc 
                   Jalan LeJeune 
11:00 am– Capri Boutte 

In Prayerful Remembrance of our  beloved 
deceased. Please  pray for the soul of  

Olivia Comeaux 
who recently died and for those who  

mourn for her. 

 
St. Francis Garage Sale 

Thurs.,Friday, Saturday 
April 4th, 5th, & 6th 
8:00am to 1:00pm 

For more information or questions 
call Pat Waguespack, 365-1766 

  

 

 
The Sanctury Lamp will burn in  

Memory of   
Skyla Citron Babineaux 

                         Mark your calendars:  
March 31st at the 11:00am Mass, Fr. Garrett Savoie 
will be installed as Pastor of  Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help Church.  There will be a reception honoring 
Fr. Savoie immediately following the Mass in the 
Parish Life Center.  All are invited. 
——————————————————————— 

 
The Vocation Cross will be  
in the home of  Elina East 

 the week of March 31st, 2019 

    `xÅÉÜ|tÄ WÉÇtà|ÉÇá  
A Memorial donation was made in 

Memory of Melvin,  Rae,  
Chuck  &  Allen Borres , 

& Karen Percle,  
and  In Honor of  

Father Garrett Savoie,  
Fr. Korey LaVergne 

 and Deacon Durk Viator  
by Joey & Raevin Percle 

————————————— 
A Memorial donation was made in 

Memory of  
Nancy L. Guidry 

by Gerri and Stephen Riley. 



 

                         St. Benjamin                                                      Announcements 

 

   

 

            LENTEN SCRIPTURE STUDY 
All are invited to join us in an introduction to study-
ing Scripture on Tuesdays during Lent, offered in 
the Parish Life Center of Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help Church. This study will open our hearts to a 
clearer    understanding of our Catholic faith through 
understanding and embracing God’s word. 
 
Our goal is to remove obstacles and fears   associ-
ated with studying God’s word for a deeper more 
intimate relationship with our loving God. 
 
In order to accommodate everyone’s busy schedules, 
we will offer an afternoon session from 1:00pm to 
2:30pm and will repeat the same material in an eve-
ning session from 6:00pm to 7:30pm, beginning 
Tuesday March 12th until Tuesday April 9th. 
 

Come join us this Lenten season 

————————————————————————— 

The Five Precepts of the Church 
` You shall attend Mass on Sundays and on holy 
days of obligation and remain free from work or 
activity that could impede the sanctification of 
such days. 
` You shall confess your sins at least once a year. 
` You shall receive the sacrament of the Eucharist 
at least during the Easter season. 
` You shall observe the days of fasting and absti-
nence established by the Church. 
` You shall help to provide for the needs of the 
Church. 
 

Everything we know about the husband of Mary and the foster 
father of Jesus comes from Scripture and that has seemed too little 
for those who made up legends about him. We know he was a 
carpenter, a working man, for the skeptical Nazarenes ask about 
Jesus, "Is this not the carpenter's son?" (Matthew 13:55). He 
wasn't rich for when he took Jesus to the Temple to be 
circumcised and Mary to be purified he offered the sacrifice of 
two turtledoves or a pair of pigeons, allowed only for those who 
could not afford a lamb (Luke 2:24). Despite his humble work and 
means, Joseph came from a royal lineage. Luke and Matthew 
disagree some about the details of Joseph's genealogy but they 
both mark his descent from David, the greatest king of Israel 
(Matthew 1:1-16 and Luke 3:23-38). Indeed the angel who first 
tells Joseph about Jesus greets him as "son of David," a royal title 
used also for Jesus. We know Joseph was a compassionate, caring 
man. When he discovered Mary was pregnant after they had been 
betrothed, he knew the child was not his but was as yet unaware 
that she was carrying the Son of God. He knew women accused of 
adultery could be stoned to death, so he resolved to send her away 
quietly to not expose her to shame or cruelty. However, when an 
angel came to Joseph in a dream and told him, 20 "Joseph son of 
David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because 
what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give 
birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he 
will save his people from their sins," he did as the angel told him 
and took Mary as his wife. (Matthew 1:19-25).  

 St. Benjamin, Martyr (Feast Day - March 31) The 
Christians in Persia had enjoyed twelve years of peace 
during the reign of Isdegerd, son of Sapor III, when in 420 it 
was disturbed by the indiscreet zeal of Abdas, 
a Christian Bishop who burned the Temple of Fire, the 
great sanctuary of the Persians. King Isdegerd threatened to 
destroy all the churches of the Christians unless 
the Bishop would rebuild it. As Abdas refused to comply, 
the threat was executed; the churches were demolished, 
Abdas himself was put to death, and a 
general persecution began which lasted forty years. Isdegerd 
died in 421, but his son and successor, Varanes, carried on 
the persecution with great fury. The Christians were 
submitted to the most cruel tortures. Among those who 
suffered was St. Benjamin, a Deacon, who had been 
imprisoned a year for his Faith. At the end of this period, an 
ambassador of the Emperor of Constantinople obtained his 
release on condition that he would never speak to any of the 
courtiers about religion. St. Benjamin, however, declared it 
was his duty to preach Christ and that he could not be silent. 
Although he had been liberated on the agreement made with 
the ambassador and the Persian authorities, he would not 
acquiesce in it, and neglected no opportunity of preaching. 
He was again apprehended and brought before the king. The 
tyrant ordered that reeds should be thrust in between his 
nails and his flesh and into all the tenderest parts of his body 
and then withdrawn. After this torture had been repeated 
several times, a knotted stake was inserted into his bowels to 
rend and tear him. The martyr expired in the most terrible 
agony about the year 424.  

 



               THOUGHTS / PRAYERS                             STEWARDSHIP  

Living Stewardship Now 
 Who in your life has injured you, angered you, or 

hurt you? Don’t wait for their change of heart. 
Change yours, and run out to meet them on the road 

of forgiveness. 
Copyright © 2009, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

 

  Stewardship of Finance 
March 17, 2019 

Env.& Loose cash & cks.    $10,061.00 
Catholic Relief Services                      952.00_____ 

                    Total                           $11,013.00 
__________________________________________ 

Thank You for your generous spirit of giving! 
Average Weekly Expenses: $11,921.83 
Average Monthly Expenses:$51,661.26  

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 

Today, “Laetare Sunday,” breaks the somberness of Lent for a 
little rejoicing, and the readings all summon us to an awareness 
of reconciliation. One of the best-loved stories of our tradition 
is today’s Gospel story of the runaway son and the prodigal 
father. Prodigal, of course, is an adjective meaning “spendthrift 
or extravagant to a degree bordering on recklessness,” and 
although the boy maxes out the credit cards, it is really the 
father who is prodigal with forgiveness. 
 Part of the excitement of this Laetare Sunday is rooted in 
the ancient catechumenate. Long ago, midway through Lent, 
the “elect” were focusing more and more on the gift of 
reconciliation accomplished for them by Christ and about to be 
realized in the Easter sacraments they were preparing to 
celebrate. In some places, the elect were even bedecked with 
roses on this day. A person bedecked with roses sticks out in a 
crowd; a person formed by the Eucharist and committed to 
living a life of reconciliation does, too. That’s you! 
—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
—————————————————————————————————————————— 

GOD FORGIVES 
 The Lord said to Joshua, “Today I have removed the 
reproach of Egypt from you.” After forty years of wandering in 
the desert, this hard-headed people have finally reached the 
Promised Land. No more do they eat the manna in the desert, 
but they partake of the fruits of their new homeland. God has 
kept the promise to their parents in Egypt. Even though they 
were a sinful people, many times questioning God and even 
worshiping false gods, God has forgiven them and fulfilled the 
promise. The “take-away” for us is that there is no sin that is 
unforgivable. We may have offended our neighbors, given a 
bad example to someone, even worshiped the false gods of 
money and power. But God is a merciful God, true to the words 
spoken to us. God forgives all and calls us back to love. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
—————————————————————————————————————————— 

Blessing of St. Francis….The Lord bless you and keep you; 
May He show His face to you and have mercy on you; May 
He turn His countenance to you and give you peace.  The 
Lord bless you!                             St. Francis of Assisi 

   
 
 PRAYER FOR THE PROTECTION OF HUMAN LIFE 
   Heavenly Father, Lord and Maker of all that is good, fill our 
hearts with joy before the wonders of your creator. Open our eyes 
to the presence of your beloved Son Jesus in all those we encounter 
and especially in the weakest and most vulnerable among us. 
   Where we see life threatened, at its beginning, or at its end, or by 
poverty and deprivation, inspire us with love and mercy, so that, 
empowered by your Holy Spirit, we may work together to defend 
human dignity. 
   Help us to build a culture of life: a culture in which each and 
every person is loved and valued as your child, from conception to 
natural death, and in every circumstance of life. Amen. 
———————————————————————— 
                                     A LENTEN PRAYER 
Loving God, You invite us during our Lenten journey to seek you 
and to be open to what it is that you are calling us to become—
persons, transformed into the likeness of your Son who died and 
rose into glory.  You call us in faith to be people who live the 
message of the Gospel and who share that message with others. 
Give us the vision to be strong in the profession of our faith. 
Reveal within us the power that will help us to banish all fear and 
anxiety.  Ready our hearts to seek your face and to stand in wonder 
and awe in your presence. May this prayer be the transforming 
experience of our hearts to seek you and to one day share your 
glory in eternity. Amen. 

Dear God,   
As I lay me down to sleep, relax the tension of my body, 
calm the restlessness of my mind, still the thoughts which 
worry and perplex me.  Help me to rest myself and all my 
problems in your strong and loving arms.  Let your Spirit 
speak to my mind and heart while I am asleep, so that when I 
wake up in the morning I may find that I have received in the 
night-time, light for my way; strength for my tasks; peace for 
my worries; forgiveness for my sins. Grant me sleep tonight, 
and tomorrow power to live.  Amen. 
———————————————————————— 

DAILY PRAYER TO THE SACRED HEART 
   O most holy Heart of Jesus, fountain of every blessing, I 
adore You, I love You, and with lively sorrow for my sins, I 
offer You this poor heart of mine.  Make me humble, patient, 
pure and wholly obedient to Your will. 
   Grant, dear Jesus, that I may live in You and for You.  
Protect me when I am in danger.  Comfort me in my 
afflictions.  Give me health of body, assistance in my 
temporal needs, Your blessing on all that I do, and the grace 
of a holy death. 
   Within Your Heart I place my every care.  (Here state your 
petitions.) In every need let me come to You with humble 
trust saying, Heart of Jesus, help me.  Amen. 
———————————————————————— 
The Sacred Heart of Jesus….LOVE HIM fervently; PRAY to 
HIM constantly; TRUST  HIM in everything; VISIT HIM 
frequently;  RECEIVE HIM as often as possible. 
 



HE 
 

   “He’s got a lot of nerve coming home as if nothing happened.  I was 
there when he left.  I remember what he said to Mom and Dad. 
    I never heard anyone talk to their parents like that before.  I was glad 
to see him go. 
    After all, I did most of the work and only got half the credit for it.  And 
everyone always thought he was so funny and the girls in town would 
much rather talk to him than to me. 
    I will never understand why.  But I must admit I sort of missed him a 
little. 
    I know Mom and Dad did.  Often I would hear Mom crying at night 
and I knew it had to do with my brother being gone. 
    Over time, I began to realize that if he did ever come home that would 
make my  parents incredibly happy. 
    But I never expected them to react the way they did, as if he were 
some sort of victorious military man returning from a successful  
campaign. 
    What did he ever do except cause trouble and heartache?  My brother 
shamed his family.  We became the talk of the village. 
    People would whisper to one another as we walked by, and for what?  
So that he could have a little freedom to do what he wanted? 
    I never got that.  I’m stuck here day after day, working from sunup to 
sundown without much appreciation. 
    It just doesn’t seem fair.  I may get over it but it’s going to take a very 
long time. 
    If I really think about it, I suppose he is really not a bad guy, just very  
different from me.  And I am not sure I will every fully understand him. 
    None of us will.  And I pity whatever woman gets stuck with him. OK, 
that’s my jealous side coming out.  But Dad’s words to me really helped.  
They made all the difference in the world.  Maybe I will say a few 
prayers for my brother.  I just want to be family again.” 
     
     



My dear friends, Lent is more than half over and hopefully it has been a 
fruitful season for you, a time of repentance and renewal.  Each of us in 
our own way is asking for healing, mercy, and reconciliation with our 
God.  We all need it.  None of us can live without it.  And so we have 
been taking and honest look at ourselves, hoping and praying and striving 
for a greater connection with divine, a deeper communication with our 
God and the need for forgiveness is at the heart of being made whole 
once again.  We are forever grateful that we believe in a God who  
continually gives us chance after chance to be the people He created us to 
be.  But the brokenness we experience is not simply between each of us 
and God.  Our wandering from God does not exist in isolation, it 
manifests itself in the brokenness which exists in so many of our  
relationships—within marriages, between sisters and brothers, between 
parents and children, within friendship—and the damage is real and the 
wounds are deep.  Yet, often we neglect the very relationships most  
precious to us.  We hold on to our grudges and yearn to get even.  The 
fault is always another’s, never ours.  The solution, the steps needed to 
build bridges and heal wounds are not somewhere out there.  They lie 
within each of us through the power of God reconciling us to himself and 
empowering us to reconcile with one another.  We simply cannot ask God 
for something we are reluctant to give.  St. Paul says it beautifully: God 
was reconciling the world to Himself in Christ, not counting their  
trespasses against them and entrusting to us the message of  
reconciliation. The message of reconciliation is ours to announce to the 
world and the only way to do it, the only way for people to know that 
God loves them and forgives them is not by telling them, it is by being a 
forgiving people. So maybe our prayers this lent should be a simple one: 
I just wish we could be a family again. 



Baptism:                           Sacramental Information                          
Expectant parents should contact the office four to six (4-6) months before the birth of the child. 
Please note recent change: Parents must pick up a Baptismal Packet, complete and call the Parish Life Office to 
make an appointment with the Pastor. After review & approval of the packet by the Pastor, Baptism Preparation 
Class will be scheduled.    

 
Marriage:   
Couples planning marriage need to make an appointment with the pastor at least six months before the 
intended wedding date to begin the preparation process. A wedding date cannot be  
scheduled without approval of the pastor. 
 
Annointing of the Sick:    
Contact the office to schedule an appt., home or nursing home visit, and, if death is imminent, contact the 
office for immediate action. 

********************************************************************************************************* 

Knights of  Columbus Council 3425 meets every 2nd Monday of each month,  @ the KC Hall on L. Theriot Rd., 
New Iberia, La. Rosary at 6:15PM . Meeting follows. 
********************************************************************************************************* 
Catholic Daughters of the Americas Court Blessed Mother Teresa #2550 meets every 2nd Monday of the 
month (except June and July) in the Parish Life Center of Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church, 1303 St. Jude 
Ave., @ 6:00pm.  “We welcome anyone interested in joining to attend.” 
*************************************************************************** 

 

                             
…..a tradition of excellence in grades 4-12. 
   Now accepting applications for admission to Catholic High School for the 2019-2020 school year. Students and parents are  
invited to Touring Tuesdays from 8:00am to 12:30p.m.  Please call for information or to schedule an appointment.    
   For more information please contact the Admissions Office at 337.256.5383 or email: admissions@chspanthers.com. 
Catholic High, New Iberia…dedicated to the development of 4th-12th grade students through academic       
excellence and Christ-centered values rooted in caring discipline, compassion, and zeal.  
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

St. Edward School 
Founded in 1918 by St. Katharine Drexel is 

NOW REGISTERING STUDENTS 
in PK3 through 3rd grade for the 2019-20 school year. 

 
NEW FOR 2019-20 SCHOOL YEAR we are offering PART-TIME PK3 PROGRAM  
(in addition to our existing full time PK3 program) 2-day or 3-day options available. 

 
100 years strong! 

Where all are One in Christ 
and where students receive an excellent education and strong Catholic foundation. For more information or to tour the 

school, please call weekdays from 9am until 2 pm 337-369-6764 or email: registraion@sespandas.com. 
 

St. Edward School does not discriminate on the basis of race, religion or gender in the administration of educational policies,  
application for admission, financial aid programs or extracurricular activities. 

 



 

Church Name  and Address: 
  
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Roman Catholic Church 
1303 St. Jude Avenue 
New Iberia, LA 70560 
  
Phone: 
337-365-5481 
  
Contact Person: 
Sandra Babineaux 
  
Email Address: 
olphni@gmail.com 
  
Software: 
Microsoft Publisher 2007 
Adobe Acrobat XI Standard 
Windows 7 
  
Printer: 
Savin MP C2003 
  
Transmission Time: 
Monday,  March 25th, 2019 
 
Sunday Date of Publication: 
Sunday,  March 31st, 2019 
  
Number of Pages Sent: 
1 through 9 
  
Special Instructions: 
None 
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