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Second Sunday of Easter 
  

 

BELIEVING WITHOUT SEEING  
 In some ways “doubting Thomas” in today’s Gospel reading 
sounds very much like a man of our times. He says he won’t 
believe unless he can see and touch Jesus’ wounds. He is 
granted that desire and, in awe, acknowledges his risen Lord. 
Jesus says to Thomas, “Have you come to believe because 
you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and 
have believed” (John 20:29). We may often be tempted to 
put our faith in what we can see, touch, feel, taste, smell, and 
hear. That is certainly the preoccupation of science, which 
tests, theorizes, and proves based on what is observable in the 
universe. Science has its place in our lives, but it cannot 
uncover for us what is beyond the physical senses. It cannot 
define or measure love, yet we know that without love, 
companionship, and compassion people do not thrive and 
may even die. Some of the saddest news stories today are of 
people who die alone for want of a single other human being 
to know they needed help. The price we pay for our modern 
privacy is high. We are meant to live with one another and to 
love one another in order to be fully human. The idea that 
we can rely on ourselves and our own efforts to live the good 
life is an old heresy that lives on in our times. It is true that 
living with and for others is a messy business. In the 
communities of our ancestors the neighbors knew you and 
your family as well as your sins and failings—and you knew 
theirs. Yet you had companionship and, in hard times, 
someone to help out. So, believe in the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ, not just as a check mark against 
some list of “Things I Believe In”. Let it change how 
you live.   All rights reserved  

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
 

 
TODAY’S READINGS 

 
First Reading — A large number of people gathered, bring-
ing the sick, and all were cured (Acts 5:12-16). 
Psalm — Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his love is 
everlasting (Psalm 118). 
Second Reading — Do not be afraid. I am the first and the 
last, the one who lives (Revelation 1:9-11a, 12-13, 17-19). 
Gospel — The risen Christ comes to his disciples with peace 
and the Spirit. The absent Thomas doubts  
(John 20:19-31).  All rights reserved  

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
 
Monday:  Acts 4:23-31-37; Ps 2:1-4, 7-9; Jn 3:1-8 
Tuesday: Acts 4:32-37; Ps 93:1-2, 5; Jn 3:7b-15 
Wednesday: Acts 5:17-26; Ps 34:2-9; Jn 3:16-21 or  
 (for the memorial) Gn 1:26 — 2:3 or  
 Col 3:14-15, 17, 23-24;  
 Ps 90:2-4, 12-14, 16; Mt 13:54-58 
Thursday: Acts 5:27-33; Ps 34:2, 9, 17-20; Jn 3:31-36 
Friday: 1 Cor 15:1-8; Ps 19:2-5; Jn 14:6-14 
Saturday: Acts 6:1-7; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19; Jn 6:16-21 
Sunday: Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41; Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-13;  
 Rev 5:11-14; Jn 21:1-19 [1-14] 
 

BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO HAVE NOT SEEN 
AND HAVE BELIEVED 

John’s Gospel today places us with the disciples, behind a 
locked door, hiding, whimpering, fearful. Yet Jesus Christ 
comes to us, because Jesus knows us better than we know 
ourselves. He knows that we have the ability to spread the 
word of salvation, to be the church of Christ on earth. So 
he comes and bestows on us the great power of the Holy 
Spirit, the power that will build the church, the power that 
will spread the word. But not everyone was there, not 
everyone believes. Thomas needs more; he needs concrete 
proof. So Jesus comes back, because Thomas needs to see 
him. Jesus loves Thomas, and invites him to deepen his 
faith. So, too, Jesus Christ invites all of us to a deeper 
faith. Some of us may need miracles or signs and wonders 
to believe. But many of us have been given the gift of 
faith without the need to see for ourselves. Let us help 
each other come to deeper faith in the resurrected Lord. 
All rights reserved. 

SIGNS AND WONDERS 
People long for “a sure thing,” concrete proof that they 

can see and touch. The healing of the sick, as in today’s reading 
from Acts, is surely concrete proof of divine action. But just as 
Jesus, when he healed the sick, wanted people to see more than 
the immediate healing of ailments, so, too, Peter and the apos-
tles are given the gift of healing the sick to lead the people to 
God. There is more to illness than the body; Peter and the apos-
tles, and indeed all in ministry today, are charged with the heal-
ing of souls. That’s where we must make a leap of faith, because 
we can’t see or touch the healing of souls, but we must know it 
in our hearts. We do not see, yet we must believe. 

The second reading, from Revelation, draws on many 
images that resonate with those familiar with the Hebrew scrip-
tures. The author has a vision of heaven, a vision given only to 
him, and he is commanded to testify to Jesus Christ, the risen 
Lord who now dwells in heaven, who has conquered death and 
sin for all time. We are called in faith to believe his testimony. 
We do not see, yet we must believe. 
Copyright © 2009, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 



                    MASS INTENTIONS                                          ANNOUNCEMENTS                              

SATURDAY April 27th 
4:00 pm—  Arnold “Bud” Pellerin/  
Joey Glenn Broussard/ Ella & Walter F. Shipp,  
Dr. & Mrs. Rene Broussard/ Ella Mae Sedotal/  
Martha Girard/ Danny & Nolan Meche/ 
Glory Delahoussaye & Saul & Junius Delahoussaye/ 
Curtis “Kurt” J. Judice/ Paul & Ida Judice/  
Mark Judice/Barbara Cartimiglia/  
Joseph & Rodney Dore/Very Rev. William Blanda/ 
Sheila Breaux/Jared Michael Maturin/ 
Leroy Duplantis & Family/ 
Murphy & Janelle Segura/ Bill & Mary Jane Lohr/ 
Ulysse & Alix Robichaux/ Louis & Lena Darby,  
Harold Boudreaux/Henry, Eulalie & Margaret Broussard 
5:30pm— Augustine Rogers/ James Langlinais/ 
Very Rev. William Blanda/ Chad Segura 
 
SUNDAY April 28th 
7:00 am—Fr. Howard Blessing 
9:00 am—Parishioners of OLPH 
11:00 am— Sidonia L. & Wilton Joseph Dore/  
Zack McDonald/ Patricia Verret/ For the Souls in 
Purgatory/ Fr. Howard Blessing/ Aimee Lancon/  
Ruth Tracy 
 
MONDAY,  April 29th 
Regina Caeli @ noon 
12:15 pm— Fr. Kevin Bordelon 
 
TUESDAY, April 30th 
5:15pm — Fr. Marshall Boulet 
 
WEDNESDAY, May 1st 
Regina Caeli  @ noon 
12:15pm—  Jim Estilette, Eddie Estilette, 
Pete & Lois Pontiff/ 
Pope Francis 
 
THURSDAY,  May 2nd 
5:15 pm— Pope Emritus Benedict XVI 
 
FRIDAY, May 3rd 
Regina Caeli @ noon 
12:15 pm  Ernest Freyou, Maxine McDonad Boudreaux/ 
Larry Viator/ Bishop J. Douglas Deshotel 
————————————————————————— 

 
 

The Vocation Cross will be in the  
home of  Verla LeCompte 

the week of April 28th, 2019 

 

            ALTAR SERVER  
Saturday, May 4th, 2019 
4:00 pm— Layne Boudreaux 
                   Bennet Boudreaux 
5:30 pm— Makeira Lancelin 
                   Jayden Lancelin 
Sunday,   May 5th, 2019 
7:00 am— Marcus Jacob 
9:00 am— Ensley Landry 
11:00 am– Zoe Robinson,  
                  Wyatt Bergeron 

In Prayerful Remembrance of our  beloved 
deceased. Please  pray for the soul of  

Gernice Dore’ 
who recently died and for those who  

mourn for her. 

St. Francis Garage Sale 
Thurs.,Friday, Saturday 
May  2nd, 3rd, & 4th 
8:00am to 1:00pm 

For more information or questions 
call Pat Waguespack, 365-1766 

  

 

              
 

 VOCATION CROSS BOOK  FOR 2019 
The Vocation Cross book is still open for the 

year 2019.  Please call or come by the office to 
select your week or weeks, there are still several  
available. Thank you for considering having the 

Vocation Cross in your home! 

WxtÜ ECDL ZÜtwâtàx? 
   Congratulations on your upcoming graduation.  Our Lady of 

Perpetual Help Church will be celebrating  your  
accomplishment on Sunday, May 5th at our 9:00AM Mass. We 

are asking that you wear your cap and gown. Please meet in 
vestibule of Church (lobby) and you will process into Church 

with Father. There will be reserved seating for all of our  
graduates.  After our celebration of the Eucharist, the Church 

will honor you with a small reception.  You and your  
Immediate family are invited.  We ask that you please RSVP to 
the Parish Life Office @ 365-5481 by May 1st in order that we 

may properly prepare for the celebration. 
Yours in Christ, 

Rev. Garrett B. Savoie 
Pastor 



 

St. Francis of Paola                         More Announcements 

 

   

 

GOING FORWARD, FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION  
here at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church, 
will be held from 10:00 am to 12:00 
noon, followed by Benediction, then Mass 
at 2:15. 
—————————————————— 

RELIGION CLASSES 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic Church  
religion dates fro K thru 5th grades have been  

decided. It will be  TWO (2) WEEKS in the  
summer and FOUR (4) classes in the Fall. They are 

Monday, June 3rd to Thursday, June 6th and  
Monday, June 10th to Thursday, June 13th., 

8:00am to 12:00 noon.  FOUR (4) classes in the 
Fall are tentatively set for November 17th,  

December 1st, January 5th and February 9th. No 
time has been set as of now.  Hope this helps you 

to plan your vacation.   
God bless,  
Mrs. Anna  

————————————————————— 
CHURCH MEMBERSHIP MATTERS! 

Please pick up a registration form at any door of 
the church or come by the office to pick one up.  

We’re so happy you’ve chosen to worship with us! 
——————————————————— 
REMINDER .  . The Parish Life Office does not 
open until 11:00 am on Mondays. It would be 
very helpful if  you would wait to make masses 
after 1:00 pm on MONDAY, or come by any 
other day of the week during normal office 
hours. Thank you for your  cooperation! 
———————————————————- 
 
Memorials are tributes to those whose love and 
memories we treasure, the people who touched 
our lives. If you would like to give a gift in Honor 
of or in Memory of a loved one, Memorial  
Envelopes may be found at the doors of the 
church. You may drop it in the collection basket at 
any mass or bring it to the PLC or mail it to us. 
Thank You! 

Everything we know about the husband of Mary and the foster 
father of Jesus comes from Scripture and that has seemed too little 
for those who made up legends about him. We know he was a 
carpenter, a working man, for the skeptical Nazarenes ask about 
Jesus, "Is this not the carpenter's son?" (Matthew 13:55). He 
wasn't rich for when he took Jesus to the Temple to be 
circumcised and Mary to be purified he offered the sacrifice of 
two turtledoves or a pair of pigeons, allowed only for those who 
could not afford a lamb (Luke 2:24). Despite his humble work and 
means, Joseph came from a royal lineage. Luke and Matthew 
disagree some about the details of Joseph's genealogy but they 
both mark his descent from David, the greatest king of Israel 
(Matthew 1:1-16 and Luke 3:23-38). Indeed the angel who first 
tells Joseph about Jesus greets him as "son of David," a royal title 
used also for Jesus. We know Joseph was a compassionate, caring 
man. When he discovered Mary was pregnant after they had been 
betrothed, he knew the child was not his but was as yet unaware 
that she was carrying the Son of God. He knew women accused of 
adultery could be stoned to death, so he resolved to send her away 
quietly to not expose her to shame or cruelty. However, when an 
angel came to Joseph in a dream and told him, 20 "Joseph son of 
David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because 
what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give 
birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he 
will save his people from their sins," he did as the angel told him 
and took Mary as his wife. (Matthew 1:19-25).  

  Francis of Paola was a man who deeply 
loved contemplative solitude and wished 
only to be the "least in the household of 
God." Yet, when the Church called him to 
active service in the world, he became a 
miracle-worker and influenced the course 
of nations. 
After accompanying his parents on a 
pilgrimage to Rome and Assisi, he began 

to live as a contemplative hermit in a remote cave near Paola, 
on Italy's southern seacoast. Before he was 20, he received the 
first followers who had come to imitate his way of life. 
Seventeen years later, when his disciples had grown in number, 
Francis established a Rule for his austere community and sought 
Church approval. This was the founding of the Hermits of St. 
Francis of Assisi, who were approved by the Holy See in 1474. 
In 1492, Francis changed the name of his community to 
"Minims" because he wanted them to be known as the least 
(minimi) in the household of God. Humility was to be the 
hallmark of the brothers as it had been in Francis's personal life. 
Besides the vows of poverty, chastity and obedience, Francis 
enjoined upon his followers the fourth obligation of a perpetual 
Lenten fast. He felt that heroic mortification was necessary as a 
means for spiritual growth. 
It was Francis's desire to be a contemplative hermit, yet he 
believed that God was calling him to the apostolic life. He began 
to use the gifts he had received, such as the gifts of miracles and 
prophecy, to minister to the people of God. A defender of the 
poor and oppressed, Francis incurred the wrath of King 
Ferdinand of Naples for the admonitions he directed toward the 
king and his sons. 
Following the request of Pope Sixtus IV, Francis traveled to Paris 
to help Louis XI of France prepare for his death. While 
ministering to the king, Francis was able to influence the course 
of national politics. He helped to restore peace between France 
and Brittany by advising a marriage between the ruling families, 
and between France and Spain by persuading Louis XI to return 
some disputed land. 
Francis died while at the French court. 
The King of France, Louis XI, was slowly dying after an 
apoplectic seizure. He sent a messenger to Italy to beg Francis to 
come and heal him, making many promises to assist him and his 
order. Francis refused, until the king appeal to the pope, who 
ordered Francis to go. Louis fell on his knees and begged Francis 
to heal him. The saint replied that the lives of kings are in rhe 
hands of God and have their appointed limits: Prayer should be 
addressed to God. 
Many meetings followed. Though Francis was an unlearned 
man, those who heard him testified that his words were so full of 
wisdom that all present were convinced the Holy Spirit wa 
speaking through him. By prayer and example he brought about 
a change of heart in the king, who died peacefully in his arms. 



               THOUGHTS / PRAYERS                             STEWARDSHIP  

Stewardship 
Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has 
sent me, so I send you.’” John20:21 
Peace – the first gift of the risen Lord.  Just as Jesus sent the apostles 
out into the world to share His peace and Good News, so too, He sends 
us.  As disciples of Jesus, we are called to be grateful and 
generous.  We should look for opportunities to share His peace with 
our brothers and sisters not only within our local parish boundaries, but 
outside of them as well.  In giving, you will receive the peace of 
Christ. 

  Stewardship of Finance 
April 14th, 2019 

Env/loose csh. & chks.                    $10,347.00 
Catholic Schools                                 1,115.00 

                    Total                                $11,462.00 
 
 

Thank You for your generous spirit of giving! 
Average Weekly Expenses: $11,921.83 
Average Monthly Expenses:$51,661.26  

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 

An ancient title for this Sunday is Dominica in Albis, or 
“Sunday in White.” During the Easter Vigil, the newly 
baptized are invested with a white garment, a sign that 
they have put on Christ. At one time, the garments were 
worn for a full week of celebration and reflection, and on 
this Sunday the newly baptized would appear in their 
robes again in their new place among the faithful for 
Eucharist. 
 In later centuries, the energy of new life at Easter was 
largely forgotten, and this Sunday was renamed 
“Quasimodo Sunday,” or “Low Sunday.” In recent years, 
with the recovery of the insight that Easter is the 
privileged time for celebrating and renewing baptism, 
there is nothing “Low” about this Sunday. At a week’s 
distance, the beauty and grace of our Easter celebration is 
sustained by joyful alleluias, the blessing and sprinkling 
of holy water, and the comfort of the Lord’s presence to 
us. He is risen, and he summons us together, opening up 
the scriptures for us, breaking the bread, filling us with 
new life. 
—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

When in sorrow, read John 14 
When you have sinned, read Psalm 51 
When you worry, read Matthew 6:19-34 
When you are in danger, read Psalm 91 
If you have the blues, read Psalm 34 
When God seems far away, read Psalm 139 
If you are discouraged, read Isaiah 40 
If you are lonely or fearful, read Psalm 23 
If you feel down and out, read Romans 8:39 
When you want courage for your task, read Joshua 1 
When you want rest and peace, read Matthew 11:25-30 
If you get bitter or critical, read 1 Corinthians 13 
For a great invitation, a great opportunity, read Isaiah 55 

   
 
 PARENTS PRAYER 
    They are little only once, LORD. Grant me the 
wisdom and patience to teach them to follow in your 
footsteps and prepare them for what is to come. They are 
only little once, LORD. Make me take the time to play 
pretend, to read or tell a story; to cuddle. Don’t let me for 
one minute think anything is more important than the school 
play, the recital, the big game, fishing or the quiet walk hand 
in hand. All too soon, LORD, they will grow away and there 
is no turning back. Let me have my memories with no 
regrets. Please help me to be a good parent, LORD. When I 
must discipline, let me do it in love, let me be firm, but fair, 
let me correct and explain with patience. They are growing 
away, LORD. While I have the chance, let me do my best for 
them. For the rest of our lives, please LORD, let me be their 
very best friend.  Amen. 
————————————————————————- 
“Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to 
stand against the wiles of the devil. For we are not 
contending against flesh and blood, but against the 
principalities, against the powers, against the world rulers of 
this present darkness, against the spiritual hosts of 
wickedness in the heavenly places.” 
Ephesians 6:11-12 

Dear God,  
 I am powerless and my life is unmanageable without Your 
help and guidance. I come to You today because I believe 
that You can restore and renew me to meet my needs today. 
Since I cannot manage my life or my affairs, I have decided 
to give them to You. I put my life, my will, my thoughts, my 
desires and ambitions in Your hands.  
 I give You all of me: the good and the bad, the character 
defects and shortcomings, my selfishness, resentments, and 
problems. I know that You will work them out in accordance 
with Your plan. Such as I am, take and use me in Your 
service. Guide and direct my ways and show me what to do 
for You.  
 I cannot control or change my friends or loved ones, so I 
release them into Your care for Your loving hands to do with 
as You will. Just keep me loving and free from judging 
them. If they need changing, God, You’ll have to do it: I 
can’t. Just make me willing and ready to be of service to 
You, to have my shortcomings removed, and to do my best.  
 Help me see how I have harmed others and make me 
willing to make amends to them all. Keep me ever mindful 
of thoughts and actions that harm myself and others, and 
which separate me from Your light, love, and spirit. And 
when I commit these errors, make me aware of them and 
help me to admit each one promptly.  
 I am seeking to know You better, to love You more. I am 
seeking the knowledge of Your will for me and the power to 
carry it out.     Amen. 



 
10 THINGS THAT MAKE FOR A GREAT CATHOLIC FAMILY 

Today’s families come in all shapes and sizes.  Amid all those differences, one thing is certain: maintaining a strong family takes 
a lot of time, energy and work-oh, and a good dose of prayer! Looking at who we are through the eyes of our faith, we see that, 
although we may not be the image of the perfect family every day, we are holier, indeed “greater”, than we think. 
1. Great Catholic Families Make Sunday Mass the Center of Their Week. 
The foundation of solid Catholic family-life-the glue that keeps us together– is Sunday Mass.  If you have young children,    
getting out the door to church is almost as much of a challenge as keeping the kids quiet during the homily. If you have teens, 
the biggest challenge (after getting them out of bed) is to get them to pay attention.  Yet, going to Mass each week is worth 
the work.  When we approach God’s altar to receive the Eucharist, our share in Christ’s Body and Blood deepens our             
communion with him and, through him, builds up his Body, the Church, Together in community, we sing hymns and learn 
how our voices blend.  We listen to the Word of God and learn how to follow Jesus.  We pray together and learn about silence 
and humility.  On Sunday we are reminded that the center of our family life is Christ. 
Faith Builder: Enjoy Sunday brunch as a family and talk about the part of Mass that resonated most with each person. Hold on 
to that lesson for the week. 
2. Great Catholic Families Give Thanks. 
In today’s “grass is always greener” world, it is easy to look over the fence at our neighbors (or at our favorite television show 
where all of life’s problems can be solved in 22 minutes) and long for what they have.  But we have found that the key to a 
happy family is taking stock of what we have been given.  It is important to remember (and to remind our children) that      
everything comes from God-our material goods, our friends and family, our gifts and talents.  As American politician Frank A. 
Clark once said, “If a fellow isn’t grateful for what he’s got, he isn’t likely to be grateful for what he’s going to get.”  Great 
Catholic families celebrate their gifts, no matter how meager they may seem.  That means giving thanks even in times of   
struggle, but especially being mindful (and grateful) when times are good. 
Faith Builder: Give your dinner prayer a boost by pausing during grace and encouraging everyone to share something they are 
grateful for today. 
3. Great Catholic Families Simply Give. 
Part of being grateful for what we have is giving back.  Catholic Families remember that God does not grant us gifts so we can 
hoard them greedily (no matter what our three-year-old says).  Catholic families blessed with resources are called to use them 
to ensure that those who have little have a chance at a better life.  Children who see their parents giving of their gifts will follow 
suit-even if what they have to give is a fraction of what their parents have. After all, we learn from our families what is            
important, and we imitate those behaviors when we have families of our own. 
Faith Builder:  Talk together about the concept of tithing.  Find out what is really important to your family, and devote some 
of your hard-earned resources to that cause. 
4. Great Catholic Families Let Their Lights Shine. 
Members of a faith community-and members of a family-are called to make use of their God-given gifts.  You don’t have to be 
the von Trapps to sing in the choir.  If you’re a competent pianist or can bring Scripture to life by reading the Word from the 
lectern, then by all means share those gifts. A great starting point is asking your pastor or priest how your family can better 
serve the parish.  Maybe its sharing that gift of good home cooking with families in need in your parish.  We have found new 
parents are especially grateful for homemade meals.  Teens can help with your parish’s VBS program or other faith-formation 
opportunities.  If the family is feeling strapped for time, encourage everyone to be mindful of a unique gift they can bring to 
their usual activities, clubs, and     conversations.  There is no underestimating what a little patience, joyfulness, or simple    
punctuality can do for the people around us. 
Faith Builder:  Chart your family’s talents.  What can everyone give? Even better, where can you give together so you can    
combine volunteering with family time? 
5. Great Catholic Families Fight Fair. 
As much as we wish family life were perfect, the reality is that all families experience conflict.  We’re going to fight.  No selling 
siblings into slavery like Joseph’s brothers did is a good start, but even fighting has rules.  Families that fight carry with them an 
application of the Ten Commandments, even when they are in the middle of a family crisis.  Some examples: Steering clear of 
using the Lord’s name in vain in a heated debate.  Honoring mothers and fathers (and daughters and sons and sisters and    
brothers and so on). Telling the truth, gently, even though it may hurt.  Family members who fight for personal victory miss 
out on how great it feels to work through a struggle together, and win as a team.  Great Catholic families check tempers, are 
respectful of one anothers’ strengths  and weaknesses, and always remember that obstacles make us stronger. 
Faith Builder: Create and display your family’s rules for conflict: No sulking, no lying, no grudges, etc. 
 
 
 



6. Great Catholic Families Make Mistakes. 
As Catholics, we believe that we are created in the image and likeness of God...but this doesn’t 
mean that we are gods.  The older we get, the more we realize how human we all are.  We let 
each other down. We fail. We sin.  And yet, to thrive as          individuals and as a family, we 
have learned that there is a fine line between making a mistake and believing that you are a       
mistake.  God does not make mistakes.  We are each created with dignity, and we are all spe-
cial in God’s eyes.  Great Catholic families know that shame is hard to undo once it’s done.  
Even the biggest mistakes require a healthy dose of patience and love in order to ensure that 
they don’t become weak spots in a otherwise strong family. 
Faith Builder:   Does your family keep alive old wounds? Take some time together to bury old 
mistakes and genuinely move on from them. 
7. Great Catholic Families Forgive Each Other (a Lot). 
While Jesus commands us to forgive “not...seven times, but seventy times seven” (Mt 18:22), 
forgiving a family member can be tough to do even once.  We try to teach our kids to take 

responsibility for their actions, admit when they are wrong and        apologize.  (I’m sorry I broke your toy, lied about the mess, 
ate your fries, etc.)  But forgiveness requires an act of faith and trust.  Parents:  When you’re wrong, admit it and seek forgive-
ness, even if that means delivering a sincere apology to a toddler.  Your kids will see that forgiveness is not automatic and must 
be sought in order to be received. Children: forgiveness isn’t a weapon to be wielded.  When your parents or your siblings sin-
cerely seek your forgiveness, give it.  There is no greater feeling than that of a genuine forgiveness wiping a slate clean and al-
lowing a family to start again with one another. 
Faith Builder:  Experience the Sacrament of Reconciliation as a family.  If your parish offers a communal reconciliation service, 
be sure to attend. 
8. Great Catholic Families Remember Ritual. 
Family rituals or traditions help us define who we are and what we believe.  Praying before dinner, lighting the candles at            
Advent, singing a special birthday song are all ways we express the unique bond that is our family.  The best of family traditions 
are passed on for generations.  Setting up grandma’s Nativity scene each Christmas is a way of keeping her spirit alive and a way 
for one generation to connect with the next. 
Faith Builder:  Bring back a family ritual that has fallen out of practice and notice the fruits of renewing this tradition. 
9. Great Catholic Families Listen for Holy Moments. 
The prophet Elijah expects to hear the voice of God in the roaring storm raging outside his cave, but he is surprised when God’s 
voice is not in the wind, or the earthquake, or the fire.  Rather, God’s voice comes to Elijah in the silence after the storm, in a 
mere whisper (see 1Kings 19:11-13). It seems that this is how God talks to us today in the middle of our busy family life.  It is 
important to pause and notice the holy moments, perhaps at bedtime or in the car, when we share our true selves with one      
another and genuinely enjoy each other’s presence.  Turn down life’s noise, and give moments of grace the chance to break 
through. 
Faith Builder:  Make room for silence in your household.  Turn off electronics for a time.  Read, pray, meditate, or daydream. 
Give God the chance to speak! 
10. Great Catholic Families Practice Lifelong Loving. 
In the Gospel of John, Jesus gives his disciples a new commandment upon which to base their lives: “that you love one another, 
even as I have loved you” (Jn 13:34).  We are called to model Christ in the way we love-in serving each other, caring for each 
other, and committing to a lifetime of selflessness.  It isn’t always easy, but trying to love as Jesus does really is at the heart of 
creating and maintaining a great Catholic family. 
Faith Builder:  Choose a family member (draw names!) to secretly do nice things for, such as picking up a sibling’s dishes or 
sharing a toy.  We are then reminded just how good it feels to be kind and loving to each other. 
 

 



Baptism:                           Sacramental Information                          
Expectant parents should contact the office four to six (4-6) months before the birth of the child. 
Please note recent change: Parents must pick up a Baptismal Packet, complete and call the Parish Life Office to 
make an appointment with the Pastor. After review & approval of the packet by the Pastor, Baptism Preparation 
Class will be scheduled.    

 
Marriage:   
Couples planning marriage need to make an appointment with the pastor at least six months before the 
intended wedding date to begin the preparation process. A wedding date cannot be  
scheduled without approval of the pastor. 
 
Annointing of the Sick:    
Contact the office to schedule an appt., home or nursing home visit, and, if death is imminent, contact the 
office for immediate action. 

********************************************************************************************************* 

Knights of  Columbus Council 3425 meets every 2nd Monday of each month,  @ the KC Hall on L. Theriot Rd., 
New Iberia, La. Rosary at 6:15PM . Meeting follows. 
********************************************************************************************************* 
Catholic Daughters of the Americas Court Blessed Mother Teresa #2550 meets every 2nd Monday of the 
month (except June and July) in the Parish Life Center of Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church, 1303 St. Jude 
Ave., @ 6:00pm.  “We welcome anyone interested in joining to attend.” 
*************************************************************************** 

 

                             
…..a tradition of excellence in grades 4-12. 
   Now accepting applications for admission to Catholic High School for the 2019-2020 school year. Students and parents are  
invited to Touring Tuesdays from 8:00am to 12:30p.m.  Please call for information or to schedule an appointment.    
   For more information please contact the Admissions Office at 337.256.5383 or email: admissions@chspanthers.com. 
Catholic High, New Iberia…dedicated to the development of 4th-12th grade students through academic       
excellence and Christ-centered values rooted in caring discipline, compassion, and zeal.  
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

St. Edward School 
Founded in 1918 by St. Katharine Drexel is 

NOW REGISTERING STUDENTS 
in PK3 through 3rd grade for the 2019-20 school year. 

 
NEW FOR 2019-20 SCHOOL YEAR we are offering PART-TIME PK3 PROGRAM  
(in addition to our existing full time PK3 program) 2-day or 3-day options available. 

 
100 years strong! 

Where all are One in Christ 
and where students receive an excellent education and strong Catholic foundation. For more information or to tour the 

school, please call weekdays from 9am until 2 pm 337-369-6764 or email: registraion@sespandas.com. 
 

St. Edward School does not discriminate on the basis of race, religion or gender in the administration of educational policies,  
application for admission, financial aid programs or extracurricular activities. 
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