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BUILDING UP THE CHURCH 
It is certainly an important ministry to go and make 

disciples; it is equally important to ensure the continued 
strengthening of these disciples. Paul and Barnabas, in our 
reading from Acts today, are not only adding new disciples to 
the church of Christ. They are making sure that the work of the 
church will continue by appointing elders and otherwise 
organizing these new communities of faith. Structure is 
essential to the work of the church. Just as the skeleton gives 
form to the body, the organizational structure of the church 
ensures that the church stays true to its mission, that new 
disciples are well formed in the message of salvation, that the 
work of the church can continue from generation to generation. 

 
THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 

Today’s second reading, from Revelation, and the 
Gospel reading from John together help us to understand the 
radical nature of Christ’s message of love. In Revelation, we 
are told that now the sea, the symbol of the chaos of the past, is 
no more. The new Jerusalem has come down from heaven and 
is joined with humanity for all time. Christ dwells within each 
of us, the baptized, in a radical new way of joining together. 
Christ is here, now, for all time, within each and every one of 
us. This is why Jesus’ commandment of love is so very new. 
We are commanded to love each other as Christ loves, for when 
we love, we reveal Christ’s presence among us. This is a love 
beyond any human concept of love, a love without concern for 
cost, a love that calls us to feed the hungry, comfort the 
afflicted, and grant mercy to enemies. This is the love 
demanded of us by our baptism, the radical love of others as we 
are loved by God. This love is our work, the work of the church 
of Christ on earth. 
Copyright © 2006, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
 

 
TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading — Paul and Barnabas reported how God had 
opened the door of faith to the Gentiles  
(Acts 14:21-27). 
Psalm — I will praise your name for ever, 
my king and my God (Psalm 145). 
Second Reading — God’s dwelling is 
with the human race (Revelation 21:1-5a). 
Gospel — This is how all will know that 
you are my disciples, if you have love for 
one another  (John 13:31-33a, 34-35). 
 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
 
Monday: Acts 14:5-18; Ps 115:1-4, 15-16;  
 Jn 14:21-26 
Tuesday: Acts 14:19-28; Ps 145:10-13ab, 21;  
 Jn 14:27-31a 
Wednesday: Acts 15:1-6; Ps 122:1-5; Jn 15:1-8  
Thursday: Acts 15:7-21; Ps 96:1-3, 10; Jn 15:9-11 
Friday: Acts 15:22-31; Ps 57:8-10, 12; Jn 15:12-17 
Saturday: Acts 16:1-10; Ps 100:1b-3, 5; Jn 15:18-21 
Sunday: Acts 15:1-2, 22-29; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8;  
 Rv 21:10-14, 22-23; Jn 14:23-29  
 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 
1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All 
rights reserved. 
 

 

MISSIONARIES OF MERCY 
 Paul’s back! After last week’s “violent abuse,” 
opponents organized a lynch mob that beat Paul nearly to 
death. But call Paul the “energizing evangelist,” 
transforming deadly cruelty into life-giving zeal. Paul’s 
past courage should inspire our commitment; 
Revelation’s future “new heaven, new earth” should 
inspire our optimism. But 
Revelation’s present assurance, 
“Behold, God’s dwelling is 
with the human race,” should 
challenge us to become 
“missionaries of mercy.” 
Because Pope Francis declared 
that the Church’s credibility is completely dependent on 
our showing unconditional mercy. Mercy, said Francis, 
makes the Church, the world, and everyone young again, 
reawakened to life’s noblest virtues. Fittingly, in today’s 
Gospel Jesus reinforces that theme: “This is how all will 
know you are my disciples, if you have love for one 
another.” 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

BEYOND THE RULES  
 Certain religious groups have taken the banning of prayer in  
public schools as a threat to the expression of religion in public 
life. They have successfully lobbied many state and local  
governments to display the Ten Commandments in public 
buildings. Some groups supporting these public displays claim that 
they represent the moral and legal foundation of American society, 
and displaying them publicly shows “what this country stands for.” 
What seems strange is that no one is advocating the public display 
of Jesus’ words about loving God and loving neighbor (Matthew 
22:36–40). On these, said Jesus, depend all the law and the  
prophets. Which is easier to do? Keep the rules, or love someone 
you don’t like or even come close to hating? Jesus asks us to love 
our enemies—not just the enemies of our country or our way of 
life but, more personally, the person who has cut us to the heart: 
the colleague who got the big promotion, the daughter who  
promised not to drink but is arrested for DUI, the husband who has  
affairs, the company that scammed you out of hard-earned dollars. 
When we hear the One on the throne say, “I make all things 
new” (Revelation 21:5), we are invited into a new world order in 
which we center our lives not only on the “shoulds” and “should 
nots” of rules but on the infinitely more difficult task of loving the 
unlovable. We can only call ourselves Christ’s disciples if we let 
his love into our hearts and love people as he loved them—warts 
and all—and that will include letting go of the grudges and  
hatreds. Copyright © 2009, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 



                    MASS INTENTIONS                                          ANNOUNCEMENTS                              

SATURDAY May 18th 
Mass-4:00 pm— Arnold “Bud” Pellerin/  
Danny & Nolan Meche/ 
Joey Glenn Broussard/ Ella & Walter F. Shipp, 
Dr. & Mrs. Rene Broussard/ Ella Mae Sedotal/ 
Alton & Delta Chataignier,  
Mousey & Eileen Derouen/ Phuoc-Tran/ 
Hardy & Muriel Landry/ Huey J. Quibodeaux/ 
Rev. Msgr. Ronald Broussard/ Norris P. Rader, Sr./ 
Deceased Members Patsy Rader Family/ 
Mother’s Day Spiritual Remembrance 
Mass-5:30pm—   Henry A. “Hank” Fontenot/ 
Rev. Msgr. Ronald Broussard/ 
Mother’s Day Spiritual Remembrance 
SUNDAY May 19th 
Mass-7:00 am— Rev. Theodore Broussard/  
Chad A. Segura/ 
Mother’s Day Spiritual Remembrance 
Mass-9:00 am—Parishioners of OLPH 
Mass-11:00 am—  For the Souls in Purgatory/  
Patricia Verret/ 
Glynn Breaux & Family/  
Rev. Theodore Broussard/ 
Mother’s Day Spiritual Remembrance 
MONDAY,  May 20th 
Bridgittine Rosary 11: 15,  Regina Caeli @ noon 
Mass-12:15 pm— Nolan A. LeCompte/  
Rev. Keenan Brown/ Steven James Matt/ 
Mother’s Day Spiritual Remembrance 
TUESDAY, May 21st 
Mass-5:15pm —  Rev. Wilbur “Sonny” Brown/ 
Lee T. Kleinpeter, Sr./ 
Mother’s Day Spiritual Remembrance 
WEDNESDAY, May 22nd 
Regina Caeli  @ noon 
Mass-12:15pm—  Lee Allen Trahan/  
Rev. Floyd Calais/  
Mother’s Day Spiritual Remembrance 
THURSDAY,  May 23rd 
Mass-5:15 pm—  Ursula Picard/  
Rev. John J. Callahan/ 
Mother’s Day Spiritual Remembrance 
FRIDAY, May 24th 
Regina Caeli @ noon 
Mass-12:15 pm —  Maxine McDonald Boudreaux/  
Rev. Christopher Cambre/ 
Mother’s Day Spiritual Remembrance 
 
 

 

            ALTAR SERVERS  
 
Saturday, May 25th, 2019 
4:00 pm— Hallee Mire 
5:30 pm— Carter Leleux 
Sunday,   May 26th, 2019 
7:00 am— Michael Pellerin 
9:00 am— Remi LeBlanc 
                   Jalan LeJeune 
11:00 am– Capri Boutte 
                                                                

 
The Vocation Cross will be in the  

home of  Elina East 
the week of May 19th, 2019 

       GARDENING 
Kind hearts are the  
garden,  
Kind thoughts are the root, 
Kind words are the  
blossoms,  
Kind deeds are the fruit. 
—Anonymous 

  

 

SCRIPTURE STUDY 
Please join us for Scripture Study as we open with The 
Acts of the Apostles . 
 
Afternoon sessions 1:00-2:30pm will be on Tuesdays 
beginning May 28th;  
 
Evening sessions 6:00-7:30pm will be on Wednesdays  
beginning May 29th. 
 
Please bring your Bible.   

Memorial Donation Envelopes are located at the 
doors of the Church for your convenience.  You 
may drop it in the collection basket at Mass or 
bring it to the Parish Life Office or mail it to us.   
Thank You! 
——————————————————————— 

 
In Prayerful Remembrance of our  beloved 

deceased. Please  pray for the souls of  
Rosemary Migues, Alma Delcambre 

who recently died and for those who  
mourn for them. 



 

                St. Celestine                                 Announcements 

 

   

 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Religion( K-5th) 
2019-2020 

Our religious program for students entering K-5th grade 
will be held on Monday thru Thursday, June 3-June 6 and 
June 10-June 13—(8:00am to 12:00pm Noon and attend 

Mass regularly.  With 4(four) call back classes (Mass 
cards will be issued). Registration will be emailed and/or 

can be picked up at church in the foyer on the  
windowsill. Cost is $30.00 per Student  

(Checks or Money Orders only), payable to  
Our Lady of Perpetual Help.   

All completed registrations can be returned 
            May 18th,2019——5:00pm to 5:30pm and 

                  May 19th, 2019—-10:00am to 11:00am at the 
Parish Life Center. 

  God bless,   Mrs. Anna  
——————————————————- 

       CHURCH MEMBERSHIP MATTERS! 
Please pick up a registration form at any door of the 
church or come by the office to pick one up.  We’re 

so happy you’ve chosen to worship with us! 
———————————————————- 

ENGAGED COUPLES 
  Spend a weekend away from the cares and distractions 

of everyday living.  Attend a Catholic Engaged En-
counter Weekend.  The weekend is open to any engaged 
couple wanting to prepare for a deeper more meaningful 

life together in a marriage recognized by the Catholic 
Church according to its Church law.  Upcoming weekend 
dates are May 24-26, August 2-4. For cost of weekends, 

other dates, and to learn more, visit our websaite at 
www.ceelafayette.org  or contact Paul & Carolyn 
Trahan at (337-254-8947 or (337)-898-9257, or 

cee.trahan@gmailcom. 
——————————————————————– 
 

CALLING ALL NEWLYWEDS!   
Mark your calendars: on June 9, 2019 from 2-4pm Holy 

Cross Church (415 Robley Dr.).  Catholic Engaged  
Encounter of Lafayette is hosting a fun and enriching 

gathering, “Walking Together”, for couples married five 
years or less.  Couples need not have attended a CEE 

weekend.  A light lunch will be served, Safe  
Environment Certified Childcare will be provided, and a 
date night prize will be awarded, all for FREE.  Please 

prayerfully consider joining us for a fun, fellowship, and 
enrichment!  To register & for more information go to 
http://www.ceelafayette.org/walkiing-together or call  

337-237-2597 or 337-349-1607, 

Everything we know about the husband of Mary and the foster 
father of Jesus comes from Scripture and that has seemed too little 
for those who made up legends about him. We know he was a 
carpenter, a working man, for the skeptical Nazarenes ask about 
Jesus, "Is this not the carpenter's son?" (Matthew 13:55). He 
wasn't rich for when he took Jesus to the Temple to be 
circumcised and Mary to be purified he offered the sacrifice of 
two turtledoves or a pair of pigeons, allowed only for those who 
could not afford a lamb (Luke 2:24). Despite his humble work and 
means, Joseph came from a royal lineage. Luke and Matthew 
disagree some about the details of Joseph's genealogy but they 
both mark his descent from David, the greatest king of Israel 
(Matthew 1:1-16 and Luke 3:23-38). Indeed the angel who first 
tells Joseph about Jesus greets him as "son of David," a royal title 
used also for Jesus. We know Joseph was a compassionate, caring 
man. When he discovered Mary was pregnant after they had been 
betrothed, he knew the child was not his but was as yet unaware 
that she was carrying the Son of God. He knew women accused of 
adultery could be stoned to death, so he resolved to send her away 
quietly to not expose her to shame or cruelty. However, when an 
angel came to Joseph in a dream and told him, 20 "Joseph son of 
David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because 
what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give 
birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he 
will save his people from their sins," he did as the angel told him 
and took Mary as his wife. (Matthew 1:19-25).  

When the father of this 
Italian saint died, 
his good mother brought 
up her 
twelve children well, even 
though they were very 
poor. "Oh, if I could only 
have the joy of seeing one 
of you become a saint!" 
she use to say. Once when 
she asked as usual, "which 
one of you is going to 

become a saint?" little Peter (who was to become Pope 
Celestine) answered with all his heart, "Me, mama! I'll 
become a saint!" And he did.When he was twenty, Peter 
became a hermit and spent his days praying and reading the 
Holy Bible. If he was not praying or reading, he would copy 
books or do some hard work so that the devil would not find 
him doing nothing, and tempt him. Because 
other hermits kept coming to him and begging him to guide 
them, he started a new Order.  Peter was an old monk, eighty
-four years of age when he was made Pope. It came about in 
a very unusual way. For two years, there had been no Pope, 
because the Cardinals could not decide whom to choose. St. 
Peter sent them a message to decide quickly, for God was 
not pleased at the long delay. Then and there, they chose the 
holy old hermit himself! Poor Peter wept when he heard the 
news, but he sorrowfully accepted and took the name 
Celestine V. He was Pope only about five months. Because 
he was so humble and simple, everyone took advantage of 
him. He could not say "no" to anyone, and soon matters 
were in great confusion. At last, the Saint decided that he 
had better give up his position as Pope. He did so and then 
threw himself at the feet of the Cardinals for not having been 
capable of governing the Church. What an impression 
his humility made on all of them! St. Celestine hoped to live 
in one of his monasteries in peace. But the new Pope thought 
it would be safer to keep him where wicked people could not 
take advantage of him. The saint was put in a cell and died 
there. Yet he was cheerful and close to God. "You wanted a 
cell, Peter," he would repeat to himself, "and a cell you 
have." His feast day is May 19th.  

———————————————————————— 

Dear God,  Take my life and let me live serenely for today.  Open my 
mind to happy thoughts. Take away my self-pity, I don’t want it.  Take 
away my ill-will toward others.  Make it possible for me to feel joy, love 
and compassion.  Help me to accept what is, to hold my tongue, to do my 
daily tasks, to let go with love.  Take away my worry about the future. 
Make me realize that in Your Hands everything will be provided for, that I 
have no control over anything but myself, that today is precious and will 
soon be gone.  Help me to remember that all the hatred and pain that are 
directed at me are the hatred and pain the other person is feeling toward 
himself.  Thank You for Your willingness to accept my burdens and 
lighten my load.  Amen. 

.



               THOUGHTS / PRAYERS                             STEWARDSHIP  

 
Living Stewardship Now  

 What is keeping you from the full life of 
discipleship: an abusive partner, a difficult job, a 

family quarrel, an ancient grudge? What can you do 
to begin making a change? 

Copyright © 2009, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 
 

  Stewardship of Finance 
May 5, 2019 

Env/Loose csh & chks.  $9,668.00 
Debt Reduction                    7,378.00 

                    Total                       $17,046.00 
 

———————————————————————————————————— 
Thank You for your generous spirit of giving! 

Average Weekly Expenses: $11,921.83 
Average Monthly Expenses:$51,661.26  

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 

Frequent fliers today have many ways to accrue air miles, 
so one doesn’t always have to endure long hours in 
cramped seats to earn free hours in cramped seats. In St. 
Paul’s day, there were no such perks, nor would there 
have been any legal system for him to protest the 
shipwrecks he endured. He had other rewards in mind. 
The churches that he established in the catalogue of cities 
from today’s first reading must have been very different 
from one another. Language, culture, customs, religious 
history, obstacles to community, social challenges, the 
places where they met, their clothing, their bread and 
wine, all distinct, particular to the area. 
 There were social customs as well: in a Christian 
household, the only place where a slave would be able to 
stand legally as an equal with the master would be at the 
table of the Lord, because at that table a new world of 
reconciliation was imaged. While Paul revered local 
customs, he was relentless about challenging the ways 
that people lived their Christian lives and how their 
worship reflected them. It is much the same today, as a 
global Catholic Church seeks to respect local customs and 
culture, allowing for differences in many things, yet 
always giving expression to the underlying presence of 
Christ, who binds us all together into his body. 
—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
—————————————————————————————————————————— 

 
Prayer…. O Lord who taught St. Monica to perservere for the good 
of her family, help me to be a better parent to my children.  Help me to 
have patience with them when they misbehave and give me the 
strength to guide them gently to the right path.  Permit me always to 
forgive their misdeeds and keep me from speaking harshly or 
punishing unwisely.  Please help me to be a beacon of goodness for 
them as they grow to adulthood and to be a good example to them in 
all that I say and do.  Amen. 
 

   
 
 “Your every act should be done with love.” (1cor 16:14) 
In all that I undertake today, Lord, may I carry a heart of love.  As 
I begin each task, as I prepare and serve, nurture and comfort, may 
I act with charity for You, my family, and neighbor. Help me to 
see these ordinary things of life as stepping stones to future joys, 
the jewels in the crowns of the just in Heaven, if only I follow 
You, the Crucified Christ, who embraced all things in love and for 
love. May my heart be conformed to Yours, eradicating  
self-interest and all that hinders me from keeping the new 
Commandment, to love one another as You have love me.   Amen. 
——————————————————————————- 
Almighty God, send your blessing upon all who serve in our armed 
forces.  Shield them from all harm.  Let peace be the sentry that 
stands guard over them.  Look with compassion on all victims of 
war; ease their sufferings and heal their wounds.  Put an end to 
wars over all the earth, and hasten lasting peace. Grant this through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace, now and forever. Amen. 
——————————————————————————-- 
Prayer for Returning Catholics...Dear Lord Jesus, may our hearts 
and minds be nourished by your sustaining love, may our words 
and actions be guided by Your ever present grace, that all who 
seek to know you, encounter you here, that all who seek to serve 
you, be welcomed to the vineyard.  That all who seek to return to 
their Catholic faith may be welcomed and received.  Amen 

Please protect us, St. Michael the Archangel, against violence, 
murder, and robbery. In your goodness preserve us today from all 
the malice of sinful and wicked men.  In your sleepless vigilance 
watch over the safety and welfare of our homes, and keep guard 
over our possessions.  Ever hold in your special care, most 
triumphant St. Michael, the forces of public order against the 
crimes of evil men, and defend all honest citizens in time of peril.  
We ask this of you through Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
——————————————————————————-- 
Dear Lord, we pray that the Blessed Mother wrap her mantle 
around your priests and through her intercession strengthen them 
for their ministry.  We pray that Mary will guide your priests to 
follow her own words, “Do whatever He tells you” (Jn 2:5).  May 
your priests have the heart of St. Joseph, Mary’s most chaste 
spouse.  May the Blessed Mother’s own pierced heart inspire them 
to embrace all who suffer at the foot of the cross.  May your priests 
be holy, filled with the fire of your love seeking nothing but your 
greater glory and the salvation of souls.  Amen. 
——————————————————————————-- 
I offer this day to you, dear God.  Thank You for the blessings 
you have given me.  May I use these gifts to build your kingdom.  
May my actions be a reflection of your love.  May what I do today 
bring others closer to you.  May my words be kind and gentle and 
may they bring joy to others.  Today, help me to give back a 
portion of what you have given me.  I ask this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
——————————————————————————-- 
 
Sometimes we say, “I’m too tired.” But Jesus says in Matthew 
11:28,  “Come to me all you who labor and are overburdened and 
I will give you rest.” 



 

Walking With God  
Through Grief and Loss 

 
   One of the most pain-filled letters I ever received was from a 
young mother whose firstborn child had died.  She was  
overwhelmed with the depth of this loss.  All her plans and 
hopes and dreams came crashing down around her, and she 
couldn’t fathom how she could ever find joy in life again. 
   The letter poured out her  anguish and despair.  She felt, she 
said, as if God had abandoned her at a time when she most 
needed this Loving Presence.  She even thought of taking her 
life, so deep was her desolation. 
   As I read her letter, I sensed a deep desire in her to walk with 
God even though she found no comfort when she tried to 
pray. Over and over she pleaded for some insight, some  
direction, on how to relate to God during her time of darkness. 
   The painful emotions described in that letter haunt many human hearts caught up in grief and loss.  The negative 
feelings we have during such times are natural.  Yet they bewilder us because we do not expect or accept them as a 
part of the experience.  We want to rid ourselves of the unpleasant feelings as quickly as possible, but grief takes 
time.  We must recognize our feelings of loss and learn to live with them for a time as best we can. 
   Faith questions naturally arise during these agonizing times: How can I walk with God when God seems to have 
forgotten all about me? How can I pray when I hurt so much? What do I do when the ways that I used to pray don’t 
work for me? When we feel engulfed by such questions, there are some helps to which we can turn. 
   Picture God on your side.  The way we picture God has much to do with the way we walk with God during our 
time of loss.  It is helpful to picture God as being on our side rather than against us or responsible for our suffering.  
Harold Kushner tells us in ‘When Bad Things Happen to Good People’ that God does not send suffering to us; 
rather, suffering and loss are a result of the human condition. 
   Picturing God as One who is on our side is a strong biblical image.  God will never abandon us or forget us. God 
has great compassion for us, yearning for our peace and joy.  Many writers see God as suffering with us, walking the 
road of our grief, having infinite concern for us. 
   As we pray during our time of grief, we can picture God sitting by our side, looking upon us with much love, or 
walking with us and listening to our story of sorrow. 
   Trust in God’s nearness and goodness.  When we are grieving a significant loss, our world can seem bleak and dark.  
We may feel that God does not care or doubt that God even exists.  Grief is a time to trust that God is very close, 
even though our feelings say otherwise. 
   When we are depressed and all we can think about is our sadness, it helps to call on our good memories.  We recall 
people and events that have brought us happiness.  These memories assure us that God does love us very much even 
though we are mired in gloom at the present time.  Good memories also have a way of helping us to trust in the 
future, when other times of happiness will come our way. 
   Because our inner vision is usually quite blurred when we are filled with painful emotions, we can easily miss the 
good things that are a part of each day in the present.  At the end of each day, no matter how miserable it may have 
been, we can find at least one thing we can be grateful for.  We may want to write this down each evening and to 
look at our “gratitude list” when we are feeling particularly discouraged. 
   Pray your pain.  If we feel sad and empty, these feelings will naturally affect our prayer.  We cannot separate 
ourselves from our bodies or our emotions when we pray.  We need to accept the fact that we probably will not 
have a sense of God’s presence for a while.  God understands this and loves us in our humanness. 
    



   As we grieve our loss, it helps to deliberately pray our pain, to cry out to God, to express our anger.  Writing a 
letter to God, telling God how we feel, can help us to experience being “heard” by God. We can also write a letter 
from God to us, noting what God would want to say to us at this time of loss. 
   We may also need to find other forms of prayer for a while.  If we are restless, we could go for a long walk or  
listen to music.  If our mind is constantly filled with remembrances of the loss, we could quietly repeat a  
scripture verse or formal prayer.  If we are overwhelmed with sadness, we may find that just sitting with empty hands 
held open is the only prayer that we can pray. As we do so, we say with our open hands that we trust God to fill our 
lives with strength enough for another day. 
Look for God in unexpected ways.  We tend to look for God in certain familiar ways.  Consequently, we may 
think God is absent, yet God is there in ways we may not have noticed.  It may be the kindness of someone 
who writes us a letter or makes a phone call to see how we are.  It could be the beauty of the stars on a night 
when we cannot sleep. 
   A friend of mine who was in great pain from cancer told me that during her many sleepless nights she would 
hear the first birdsong in the dawn.  When this happened, it would lift her heart and bring her a deep sense of 
closeness to God. 
   Another woman who was in much grief told me how she looked out her window one day and saw a spider 
spinning a web.  The threads were wet with dew and sparkled in the sunlight.  As she gazed on this intricate 
wonder, she saw her own life woven into God’s heart.  This insight filled her with peace for the first time in 
many months. 
   Make time for solitude.  As difficult as it may be to take quiet time for ourselves and to be in solitude, we 
need to do so.  We may feel terribly restless or lonely and want to run from the pain or keep ourselves very 
busy.  But solitude is essential and necessary for our growth. 
   In our solitude we are like a seed buried in the darkness of the earth, all alone and waiting.  It seems as though 
nothing is happening, but quiet growth is taking place. 
   A day will come when a new green shoot will come forth from the earth.  A day will come when we will  
discover new growth, a gradual return of peace and happiness. 
   Be gentle, be patient. We are in a hurry to heal, but we must be patient with ourselves. We must look for 
courage, resiliency, and hope in the lives of others, noticing how they have made it through their difficult  
journeys. If one of these persons lives nearby, we can ask that person to tell us his or her story of loss and 
growth. 
   Finding a local support group can also ease our pain.  We can hear in the lives of others some of our own 
experiences of grief.  This, too, will encourage us to be patient as we grieve. 
   Sometimes we expect so much of ourselves until we realize that the road we walk is a long one for other  
people as well. 
   Take Heart.  When the people of the Exodus were wandering in the wilderness, they often complained that 
God was far from them. Yet God was as close to them as their next breath.  And God constantly reassured them 
of this nearness.  The Exodus people eventually did find a new place of freedom and peace. 
   The same is true for us. Through it all, God is keeping vigil over us just as God did with the Exodus  
community in the wilderness.  It is the kind of vigil that a parent keeps with an ailing child or the nightwatch 
one keeps while  waiting for a loved one to come home. 
   Etty Hillisum experienced the great loss of her family and friends’ deaths in concentration camps.  She walked 
through years of war and suffering.  Amid it all, she never gave up.  One day she wrote in her diary:”There will 
always be a small patch of sky above, and there will always be enough space to fold two hands in prayer.” 
   Etty Hillisum held tightly to God in her difficult times. We need to do the same, leaning on God, believing 
in this compassionate Presence with us.  God will, indeed, stay with us on our road to restored peace and joy. 
 
Joyce Rupp, O.S.M., is the author of Fresh Bread and Praying Our Good-byes. 



Baptism:                           Sacramental Information                          
Expectant parents should contact the office four to six (4-6) months before the birth of the child. 
Please note recent change: Parents must pick up a Baptismal Packet, complete and call the Parish Life Office to 
make an appointment with the Pastor. After review & approval of the packet by the Pastor, Baptism Preparation 
Class will be scheduled.    

 
Marriage:   
Couples planning marriage need to make an appointment with the pastor at least six months before the 
intended wedding date to begin the preparation process. A wedding date cannot be  
scheduled without approval of the pastor. 
 
Annointing of the Sick:    
Contact the office to schedule an appt., home or nursing home visit, and, if death is imminent, contact the 
office for immediate action. 

********************************************************************************************************* 

Knights of  Columbus Council 3425 meets every 2nd Monday of each month,  @ the KC Hall on L. Theriot Rd., 
New Iberia, La. Rosary at 6:15PM . Meeting follows. 
********************************************************************************************************* 
Catholic Daughters of the Americas Court Blessed Mother Teresa #2550 meets every 2nd Monday of the 
month (except June and July) in the Parish Life Center of Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church, 1303 St. Jude 
Ave., @ 6:00pm.  “We welcome anyone interested in joining to attend.” 
**************************************************************************************** 
Iberia Mental Health Initiative, FAMILY SUPPORT GROUP 
 

What:   A facilitator led support group to assist family members and caregivers of those living with mental 
             illness.  A sharing of experiences to gain insight and coping skills in a confidential setting. 
 

Date:    4th Tuesday of every month. 
 

Place:   Iberia Medical Center, North Campus, Meeting Room 2 (Andre St.) New Iberia, La. 
 

Time:    6:00pm to 7:00pm 
               

Licensed Professional Counselor Facilitator 
For More Information call 337-944-4171;  www.iberiamentalhealthinitiative.org      
—————————————————————————————————————————————————-- 

 What is Consecrated Life? What is a brother and how is he different 
from a priest? What is the role of religious sisters and brothers in the 
Church? How does one discern a vocation?  
Get your questions answered this summer! Fr. Michael Champagne, CJC is teaching 
THE 290 Theology of the Consecrated Life. The course will examine the roots of 
 consecrated life in the life and mission of Jesus as well as the specific call to poverty, 
chastity, and obedience that He gave to some in the New Testament. The history of the 
development of consecrated life in the Church will be discussed and key  
magisterial documents will be studied. The nature of religious charisms and the 
essential nature of consecrated life will be treated as well as the process of vocational 
discernment. The varieties and various forms of consecrated life will be presented and  
discussed.  

Day and Time: Tuesdays and Thursdays • 6:45 – 8:30 PM  
Location: Marian Hall, Our Lady of Sorrows Retreat Center, 406 N Main St. St. Martinville. Classes start:  
Thursday May 30 • Classes end: Thursday, August 1.  
Cost: $200 for AI catechetical credit/audit $1154 for University of Holy Cross Credit.  
For more information or to register, contact Fr. Michael Champagne, CJC at (337) 395-6550 or visit us at 
www.aquinaslafayette.org Register Now!  



 

Church Name  and Address: 
  
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Roman Catholic Church 
1303 St. Jude Avenue 
New Iberia, LA 70560 
  
Phone: 
337-365-5481 
  
Contact Person: 
Sandra Babineaux 
  
Email Address: 
olphni@gmail.com 
  
Software: 
Microsoft Publisher 2007 
Adobe Acrobat XI Standard 
Windows 7 
  
Printer: 
Savin MP C2003 
  
Transmission Time: 
Monday May 13th,  2019 
 
Sunday Date of Publication: 
Sunday,  May 19th, 2019 
  
Number of Pages Sent: 
1 through 9 
  
Special Instructions: 
None 
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