
STAFF 
Pastor    

Fr. Bill John Melancon 
 

Parochial Vicar 
Fr. Korey R. LaVergne 

 
Deacon Durk Viator 

 

Trustees: 
Michael Bonin 
Anne Minvielle 

 
 

Catholic High School  
Advisory Council Representative: 

April Byrom 
 

Bookkeeper—Joan Berard 
 

Office Assistant-Charlene Guillot 
 

Evangelization Director/ 
High School Formation: 

Mike Norris 
 

Adm.Asst./ Safe Environment/ 
Middle School Formation 

Peggy Tauzin 
 

Elementary School Formation 
 Anna Breaux 

 
Receptionist—Anne-Claire Viator 

 
Bulletin Editor/Office Assistant 

Sandy Babineaux 
 

Sacristan 
Karen “Kerrie” Laviolette 

 
Custodian 

Roxanne Hebert 
 

Office Hours 
Monday  

11:00 am - 12:00 pm,  
1:00 pm- 4:00 pm 

 
Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday  
8:30 am - 12:00 pm, 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm  

 
Friday  

8:30 am- 12:00 pm 

 
Our Lady Of Perpetual Help 

Roman Catholic Church  
1303 St. Jude Avenue   

New Iberia, LA • 70560  ~  
 Phone: 337-365-5481  Fax: 337-365-5483   

  Email:  olphni@gmail.com~ Website: www.olphni.net 

 

Weekend Mass Schedule: 
1st Saturday: 8:00am 
Saturday: 4:00 pm and 5:30 pm 
Sunday: 7:00, 9:00, 11:00 am & 6:30pm 
Weekday Mass Schedule: 
Monday, Wednesday & Friday: 12:15pm 
Tuesday & Thursday:  5:15pm 
Confessions: 15 minutes before each weekday 
Mass;  
Saturday: 3:00 pm-3:45 pm, and by appointment. 
 



Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  

 

         

SPEAK UP FOR YOURSELF 
Rabbinic teaching notes that it is the characters who “stood up” 
to the Almighty who were most admired in scripture: Moses, 
who protested his tongue-tied inability to lead the Exodus; Job, 
who questioned the very will and wisdom of God; Abraham, 
who bartered for the saving of Sodom and Gomorrah; Sarah, 
who, just beyond the final verse of today’s first reading from 
Genesis, will chuckle at God’s fruitful covenant in the womb 
she believed barren. On the cross, Jesus himself would echo 
one of the most heaven-defying questions of the psalmist: 
“Why have you abandoned me?” And, while it may be easy to 
think of these defiant characters as being short on faith, the 
scriptures prefer to use their boldness to indicate the depths to 
which they trusted their relationship with God. Made in the 
image of their Creator, the people of Israel knew that every 
solid and intimate relationship should run the entire gamut of 
human emotions.. All rights reserved. 
****************************************** 

WHO ARE YOU? 
In today’s Gospel passage, Martha joins the ranks of 

her ancestors who freely contested the situations in which they 
found themselves. She doesn’t merely gripe about her sister’s 
laziness; she does it without restraint to the one she addresses as 
“Lord.” Her tone, “Do you not care?” is somewhat accusatory 
(Luke 10:40). She must have felt quite trusting of her 
relationship with her sister and her Lord, in order to address 
Jesus in such a forthright manner. Jesus does not hesitate to 
give her a straightforward reply. He doesn’t contradict the need 
for the serving that must be done. He would, in fact, one day 
imitate the servile hospitality of Abraham’s foot-washing. 
Martha had welcomed him, washed the feet at which Mary sat, 
as Abraham welcomed his visitors. She scurried for a meal, as 
did Sarah for her guests. All necessary, but her anxiety and 
worry kept her from “the better part” of knowing her sister and 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
 

 

 

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading — I shall gather the remnant of my flock and 
bring them back to their meadow (Jeremiah 23:1-6). 
Psalm — The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall 
want (Psalm 23). 
Second Reading — In Christ Jesus you who were once far 
off have become near by the blood of Christ (Ephesians 2:13
-18). 
Gospel — When Jesus saw the vast crowd, his heart was 
moved with pity for them, and he began to teach them many 
things (Mark 6:30-34).. All rights reserved.  

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
 

Monday: Mi 6:1-4, 6-8; Ps 50:5-6, 8-9, 16bc-17,  
 21, 23; Mt 12:38-42 
Tuesday: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20; Ps 85:2-8;  
 Mt 12:46-50 
Wednesday: 2 Cor 4:7-15; Ps 126:1bc-6; Mt 20:20-28 
Thursday: Jer 2:1-3, 7-8, 12-13; Ps 26:6-7ab, 8-11;  
 Mt 13:10-17 
Friday: Jer 3:14-17; Jer 31:10-13; Mt 13:18-23 
Saturday: Jer 7:1-11; Ps 84:3-6a, 8a, 11; Mt 13:24-30 
Sunday: 2 Kgs 4:42-44; Ps 145:10-11, 15-18;  
 Eph 4:1-6; Jn 6:1-15 
All rights reserved.  

REST IN THE LORD 
 For several weeks we have listened to readings that 
have recounted just how arduous the work of prophets 
and disciples can be. In today’s Gospel, the Lord Jesus 
listens to the reports of those he had sent out “two by 
two” to minister to the people. After the apostles reported 
what they had done, Jesus, recognizing their fatigue, 
says, “Come away by yourselves to a deserted place and 
rest awhile” (Mark 6:31). Perhaps this is what the Lord is 
telling his disciples in the year 2018 as well. We need to 
pause on our journey of discipleship and simply rest in 
the Lord. Sunday Mass provides many opportunities for 
quiet times, particularly during the periods of silence 
following the readings. Why not take the time today to 
allow the saving word of the Lord to penetrate your heart 
during those silent times? Ask the Lord to renew you in 
body, mind, and spirit for the arduous work of 
discipleship. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

DETAILS, DETAILS, DETAILS . . . 
 Poor Martha. Patron saint of housewives, servants, waiters, and 
cooks. She complains to Jesus that her sister has left her to do all the 
work, and asks him to tell Mary to help her. If you are a stay-at-home 
parent, or caregiver, or work in a restaurant, you know what it is like 
to be constantly run off your feet. If you have extra people to take care 
of it is even worse. In Jesus’ time it was almost unheard of for a 
woman to sit as a disciple, rather than busying herself with cleaning 
and food preparation, so Martha’s aggravation is very understandable. 
But consider Jesus’ comment, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and 
worried about many things” (Luke 10:41). It is a gentle rebuke. The 
“better part” chosen by Mary—to sit at the feet of the Teacher—does 
not make Mary superior to her sister, but instead shows that she sees 
the importance of listening to the Lord while he is still with them. 
Martha is aware of who Jesus is, as in another Gospel passage she 
acknowledges him as the Messiah (John 11:27), the only person other 
than Peter to say so directly. Here she has gotten lost in the details of 
being a hostess. There is a parallel in our lives as a church, for exam-
ple, when we complain or argue about how the Eucharist is celebrated: 
the choir is too loud, Father’s homily was too long, altar servers 
shouldn’t wear sneakers to church, people are talking too much before 
Mass, and so on. When these details disrupt our attention and distract 
us from why we are here in the first place, we have become Marthas. 
We are here to be like Mary, focused on the Lord. Let’s give him our 
complete attention, along with our profoundest thanks. 
Copyright © 2009, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 



                    MASS INTENTIONS                                             ANNOUNCEMENTS                           

SATURDAY,  July 21st 
4:00pm—Loveless Vice Family/  
Ella & Walter F.Shipp, Dr. & Mrs. Rene Broussard/ 
Ella Mae Sedotal/ Serena Faith Poirrier/  
Alton & Delta Chataignier,Mousey & Eileen Derouen/ 
Joey Glenn Broussard/ Norbert Broussard, Sr. &  
Audrey Broussard/ Danny & Nolan Meche/ 
Nolan A. LeCompte, Nickie Castille/ Mark deClouet/ 
Betty & Howard deClouet/ Ryan Segura/ 
Arnold “Bud” Pellerin/ Eugene & Ruby Duhon/ 
Curtis J. Judice/ Henry Perret/ Junius Delahoussaye,  
Glory & Saul Delahoussaye/ Glynn Breaux & Family/ 
Fr. Brian Garry/ Norris P. Rader, Sr./ 
Sue Marsalis Robichaux/ 
Mildred & Dudley Boudreaux 
5:30pm—Louis & Joyce Cartimiglia/ 
Fr. Brian Garry 
SUNDAY,  July 22nd 
7:00am—Lester & Cynthia Babineaux Lopez/ 
Fr. William Gearheard 
9:00 am— All Parishioners of OLPH 
11:00 am—Ernest Freyou/ Shara G. Viator/ 
Albert Pisani/ Tony Gassiot/ Irving East/  
Sidonia L. & Wilton Joseph Dore/ 
For the Souls in Purgatory/ Patricia Verret/ 
Fr. William Gearheard/ Henry A. “Hank”Fontenot 
6:30 pm—Fr. William Gearheard 
MONDAY,  July 23rd—Angelus @ noon 
12:15pm--Lorena Bouillion/ Fr. Taj Glodd 
TUESDAY,  July 24th—Novena to OLPH @ 5:00pm 
5:15pm —Ernest Freyou/ Msgr. Richard Green 
WEDNESDAY, July 25th— 
12:15pm—Domingues, Delcambre &  
Crochet Families/ Fr. Michael Guidry 
THURSDAY,  July 26th 
5:15pm— Fr. Mitchell Guidry 
FRIDAY,  July 27th—Angelus @ noon 
12:15pm— Elmae & Henry Pesson/ 
Ch.Capt. Brad Guillory, USAF 
************************************************** 

In Prayerful Remembrance of our beloved deceased. 
Please pray for the souls of  

Rita M.L. Touchet Clark & Larry Guillotte   
who  recently died and for those who mourn for them. 

****************************************** 
A Memorial Donation was made in Memory of 

Richard Maturin by Jerehmiar Maturin 

Catholic Daughters of the Americas Court 
Blessed Mother Teresa #2550 meets every 2nd 
Monday of the month (except June and July) in the 
Parish Life Center of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Church, 1303 St. Jude Ave., @ 6:00pm.  “We 
welcome anyone interested in joining to attend.” 
************************************************* 

Mark your calendars: on August 5th Catholic 
Daughters Court Blessed Mother Teresa will be having a 
boiled shrimp dinner fundraiser. The dinners will be take-
out only from the Parish Life Center. You may purchase  
tickets at the entrances to the Church after all Masses the 
weekend of July 28th & 29th or from the Parish Life  
Office, or any Catholic Daughters member. 

 

  
ALTAR SERVER SCHEDULE 

Saturday, July 28th 
4:00 pm—Layne & Bennet Boudreaux 
5:30 pm—Colton Broussard 
                 Caroline Viator 
Sunday,   July 29th 
7:00 am—Marcus Jacob 
9:00 am—Ensley Landry 
11:00 am–Zoe Robinson 
                 Wyatt Bergeron 
6:30pm— Anya & Isabelle Berry 

 
The Vocation Cross will be in the home  

of  Don & Betty Rogers 
 the week of July 22, 2018. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!! 
On Friday, July 27th, from 6pm to 8pm, we will have a 
Potluck Supper to welcome Fr. Korey LaVergne to Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help Church.  The church will provide 
the  brisket.  You may call the Parish Life Center to let us 
know what you would like to bring, at 365-5481. We hope 
to see you there! 

  

 

The Sanctuary Lamp will burn  
in Memory of 
Irving East 

****************************************** 
Please note that Sunday July 29th will be the 
last day we will be having a 6:30pm Mass on 
Sunday. There will no longer be a Sunday  
evening Mass at Our Lady of  Perpetual Help 
Church. 



 

            Saint Mary Magdalene                    Other Events & Diocesan News 

 

   

 

Centennial News-Sunday July 22nd,  2018 

Jesuits Come to Acadiana—In 1836 a contract was signed 
in France which would have a lasting effect on the Catholic 
Church in southwest Louisiana. The Archbishop of New 
Orleans contracted the Jesuits to come to Louisiana to estab-
lish a school for boys in Grand Coteau, where there was 
already a school for girls. The Jesuits arrived the following 
year and began building a school. On July 31, 1837 
Archbishop Blanc laid the cornerstone of St. Charles Col-
lege. In 1972, the campus of St. Charles College became the 
Jesuit Spirituallity Center. Today, over 180 years later, the 
Jesuits remain active in the  Diocese of Lafayette. 

August 15—get your boat and join the procession-Fete-
Dieu de Vermilion—our Eucharistic Adoration will be on 
the Vermilion River this year beginning in Abbeville at St. 
Mary Magdalen with a Mass in French at 8am. The river 
procession will begin after with a Rosary and Benediction in 
Milton @ 11:35 @ Wawees, then a Rosary and Benediction 
at River Ranch @1:40 @ Rufinno’s, then a foot procession 
@ 3:45pm from Beaver Park to Cathedral up University St. 
to the  Cathedral—Vespers at 5pm and Mass at 5:30 with 
Bishop Deshotel.  Having 121 Church Parishes in our Dio-
cese we would like to have at least 1 boat from each parish. 
To register, please visit www.fetekieuduteche.org or call 
337-394-6550. This is an extraordinary event and we ask 
that you please consider being a part of the 121 boats. 

Centennial Youth and Family Fest—a gathering at Parc 
International Downtown Lafayette on Saturday, October 
20th from 3pm to 9pm for Faith, Fun, Music, Food and Eu-
charistic Adoration. Our Youth, All Youth Groups, Fami-
lies, Clergy and Religious are invited. Please mark your 
calendars now and watch for more information soon. 

Centennial Prayer for the Diocese of Lafayette 
O Lord God Almighty, by sending Your only-begotten Son 
to establish the One True Church through the power of the 
Most Holy Spirit, You gave mankind a haven from the 
world. We humbly implore Your blessing upon the Church 
of the     Diocese of Lafayette as we observe this Century of 
Love. Through the intersession of Our lady of the Immacu-
late Conception and Saint John Vianney, our patrons, be-
stow perpetual growth to Your Family of Faith as we take 
refuge in Your Infinite Grace. We humbly beseech You to 
enlighten us to learn from our past and to look to the future 
so that we may  persist in the work of spreading the true 
faith. Fill us with gratitude in this Year of Jubilee as we live    
secure in the certain hope that You will be with us forever. 
We ask this through Christ the Lord. Amen. Our Lady of the 
Immaculate Conception, pray for us. St. John Vianney, pray 
for us. 
 

 

St. Mary 
Magdalene is 
one of the 
greatest saints of 
the Bible and a 
legendary 
example of 
God's mercy and 
grace. The 
precise dates of 
her birth and 
death are 
unknown, but 
we do know she 
was present with 
Christ during his 
public ministry, 
death and 
resurrection. 
She is 
mentioned at least a dozen times in the Gospels. Mary 
Magdalene has long been regarded as a prostitute or sexually 
immoral in western Christianity, but this is not supported in 
the scriptures. It is believed she was a Jewish woman who 
lived among Gentiles, living as they did. The Gospels agree 
that Mary was originally a great sinner. Jesus cast seven 
demons out of her when he met her. After this, she told 
several women she associated with and these women also 
became followers. There is also debate over if Mary 
Magdalene is the same unnamed women, a sinner, who 
weeps and washes Jesus' feet with her hair in the Gospel of 
John. Scholars are skeptical this is the same person. Despite 
the scholarly dispute over her background, what she did in 
her subsequent life, after meeting Jesus, is much more 
significant. She was certainly a sinner whom Jesus saved, 
giving us an example of how no person is beyond the saving 
grace of God. During Jesus' ministry, it is believed that Mary 
Magdalene followed him, part of a semi-permanent 
entourage who served Jesus and his Disciples. Mary likely 
watched the crucifixion from a distance along with the other 
women who followed Christ during His ministry. Mary was 
present when Christ rose from the dead, visiting his tomb to 
anoint his body only to find the stone rolled away and 
Christ, very much alive, sitting at the place they laid Him. 
She was the first witness to His resurrection. After the death 
of Christ, a legend states that she remained among the early 
Christians. After fourteen years, she was allegedly put into a 
boat by Jews, along with several other saints of the early 
Church, and set adrift without sails or oars. The boat landed 
in southern France, where she spent the remaining years of 
her life living in solitude, in a cave. St. Mary Magdalene's 
feast day is July 22. She is the patroness of converts, 
repentant sinners, sexual temptation, pharmacists, tanners 
and women, and many other places and causes.  



               THOUGHTS / PRAYERS                             STEWARDSHIP  

Living Stewardship Now 
 Develop the habit of thanking people whose work 
often goes unnoticed, such as supermarket cashiers, 
postal and delivery people, office cleaners, and  
fast-food servers. 
Copyright © 2009, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

 
 

  Stewardship of Finance 
July 1, 2018 

 Env./Loose Csh & Chks.$10,052.00 
Maint. & Repairs                6,582.00 
        Total                     $16,634.00 

 
Thank You for your generous spirit of giving! 

Average Weekly Expenses: $13,779.11*;Average Monthly 
Expenses:$59,709.48* ;*Plus loan note $16,870.14 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 The American Revolution cleared the way for 
freedom of religion in the former colonies, since the 
colonies had always been a more religiously tolerant 
place than the old country. Even so, colonial laws 
restricted the practice of the Catholic faith, and just as 
in England, Americans who desired to be priests or 
nuns had to go to the Netherlands or France. As 
political storm clouds gathered in France, an American 
woman, Mother Bernardina Matthews, the prioress of 
the Hoogstraeten Carmel in Holland, made a brave 
move. With two other American nuns, her nieces, and 
a Dutch sister, she came to Port Tobacco, Maryland, in 
1790. Within twenty years the community had grown 
to twenty, although by 1823 their farm failed and they 
had to move to Baltimore and open a school. The 
Carmelite order requires contemplation and cloister, so 
in time the school was closed. The Port Tobacco land 
had long since been sold, but in 1976 a community of 
nuns was able to return thanks to loyal neighbors who 
had worked for forty years for their restoration. Today, 
our original American convent is fully alive in prayer, 
hard work, and strong community. 
—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
************************************************************************************* 

 
MUCH-NEEDED PRAYER 

 Each Christian needs half an hour of prayer each 
day, except when we are busy; then we need an hour. 

—St. Francis de Sales 
************************************************************************************ 

 
SOLITUDE 

 Settle yourself in solitude, and you will come 
upon God in yourself. 

—St. Teresa 
 

  
HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR JULY 

That priest who experience fatigue and loneliness in their pastoral 
work may find help and comfort in their intimacy with the Lord 
and in their friendship with their brother priests.  Amen. 
***************************************************** 

(Prayer of St. Ambrose) 
PREPARATION FOR MASS 

Lord, Jesus Christ, I approach your banquet table in fear and trem-
bling, for I am a sinner, and dare not rely on my own worth but 
only on your goodness and mercy.  
I am defiled by many sins in body and soul, and by my unguarded 
thoughts and words.   
Gracious God of majesty and awe, I seek your protection, I look 
for your healing.  
 Poor troubled sinner that I am, I appeal to you, the fountain of all 
mercy.  
I cannot bear your judgment, but I trust in your salvation. 
Lord, I show my wounds to you and uncover my shame before 
you. 
I know my sins are many and great, and they fill be with fear, but 
I hope in your mercies, for they cannot be numbered. 
Lord, Jesus Christ, eternal king, God and man, crucified for man-
kind, look upon me with mercy and hear my prayer, for I trust in 
you.  Have mercy on me, full of sorrow and sin, for the depth of 
your compassion never ends.  
Praise to you, saving sacrifice, offered on the wood of the cross 
for me and for all mankind. 
Praise to the noble and precious blood, flowing from the wounds 
of my crucified Lord Jesus Christ and washing away the sins of 
the whole world. 
Remember, Lord, your creature, whom you have redeemed with 
your blood. 
I repent my sins, and I long to put right what I have done. 
Merciful Father, take away all my offenses and sins; purify me in 
body and soul,  and make me worthy to taste the holy of holies. 
May your body and blood, which I intend to receive, although I 
am unworthy, be for me the remission of my sins, the washing 
away of my evil thoughts, and the rebirth of my better instincts. 
May it incite me to do the works pleasing to you and profitable to 
my health in body and soul, and be a firm defense against the 
snares of my enemies. Amen. 
***************************************************** 

PRIESTS PRAYER 
We thank you, God our Father, for those who have responded to 
your call to priestly ministry.  Accept this prayer we offer on their 
behalf: Fill your priests with the sure knowledge of your love. 
Open their hearts to the power and consolation of the Holy Spirit. 
Lead them to new depths of union with your Son. Increase in them 
profound faith in the Sacraments they celebrate as they nourish, 
strengthen and heal us.  Lord Jesus Christ, grant that these, your 
priests, may inspire us to strive for holiness by the power of their 
example, as men of prayer who ponder your word and follow your 
will.  O Mary, Mother of Christ and our mother, guard with your 
maternal care these chosen ones, so dear to the Heart of your Son. 
Intercede for our priests that, offering the Sacrifice of your Son, 
they may be conformed more each day to the image of your Son, 
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.   Amen.  St. John Vianney  



 
  Keep your eyes on Jesus.  The right moment will come. 
 In the meantime, closely follow your Good Shepherd. 
 
 
We are so impatient. We want to know right now that everything worrying us is 

going to turn out okay. Whatever relationship we’re struggling with, whatever task 
seems too hard, whatever wolves we are facing, we assume that we could deal with it better if only we knew 
the outcome and if only we could see that it will all be worthwhile. 

 
So we try to envision the future. We think we can correctly guess what will happen to us if we stay on our 

present course of difficulties, and usually we predict disaster. If we’re not following Jesus, we’re probably 
right, but if we are doing what the Lord is asking of us, when anything that becomes troublesome, the biggest 
problem is self-made: We lose our patient trust. 

 
God has a good plan that will benefit us as well as everyone else who’s part of our trial, and yet we worry. 

Jesus makes it clear that we are not to worry, because the Holy Spirit will help us when the moment comes. 
Not one second sooner. 

 
Jesus says we’re to be like sheep in the face of the wolves who threaten our peace—sheep that are shrewd 

like serpents and simple like doves. He’s not telling us to be sheep that stand dumbly in the path of the wolf 
wearing a sign that proclaims, “Bite me, I’m standing still.” No, we’re to be clever (shrewd) enough to wait 
for the right moment before standing up to the wolf, and simple-minded (read that as “single-minded” not 
“stupid”) enough to trust that the Holy Spirit will provide the wisdom and the words when that right moment 
comes. 

 
Living in the kingdom of God causes us difficulties. Jesus is very clear about that. And therefore, although 

we tell God that we really do want to serve him and we really do trust him, fear asks: “Is everything going to 
work out okay?” And then impatience demands that we get the answer now.  How shallow is our relationship 
with God if we aren’t content to trust that the Holy Spirit is taking action on our behalf! 

 
God is good to us. We have the holy Spirit as our aid.  There is nothing more reliable in the whole uni-

verse!  The power of the wolves is really so much smaller, hugely smaller; in fact, it’s nothing compared to 
the power of our Lord who is at work in us. 

 
If you can’t feel God’s power yet, if you cannot hear his wisdom or his words, at least trust that it’s there, 

already inside you like electricity waiting for the flip of a switch.  You can’t feel it surging through you, be-
cause it’s not the right moment yet. 

 
Pay attention.  Keep your eyes on Jesus.  The right moment will come.  In the meantime, closely follow 

your Good Shepherd. 
 

Thank you Lord, for Your Holy Spirit who is always working in my life. 
Grant me the grace of persevering in the trials and difficult moments I have to live. 

With my eyes on You, may I always walk giving thanks to You and praising Your Name. 



I THOUGHT YOU SHOULD KNOW/ Seeking Jesus in the quiet, restful places… 

Bishop Robert J. Herman 

 

    The Gospel for the 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time illustrates how Jesus is the good shep-
herd who knows how to lead His sheep to fresh water and green pastures.  The apostles 
have just returned from a successful missionary journey and tell Jesus everything they had 
done and taught.  Jesus wants to find a quiet, restful place and help them process what just 
happened.  Because of the popularity of Jesus’ teaching, that place didn’t stay quiet and 
restful for long; it became flooded with people hungering for what Jesus offered. 

    If I been in the place of Jesus and had seen such a large crowd when I wanted quiet time, I would have said, “Come 
on people, can’t you give us a break?  Let us have some quiet time.  Go home and come back tomorrow!” Not Jesus. 
Even though He was tired and had another agenda, when He saw the large crown, “His heart was moved with pity for 
them, for they were like sheep without a shepherd; and He began to teach them many things.” 

    Why was His heart moved with pity? What did He see in the vast crowd? He saw a hunger for the Father.  They were 
longing for more than this world had to offer.  They were beginning to understand that Jesus was talking about spiritual 
hungers.  They were catching on to a world unseen by physical eyes, perceived only with eyes of faith. 

    How exciting it must have been for Jesus to see the Father’s agenda moving forward.  Deep in their hearts, they were 
drawn by an attraction they didn’t understand. They just knew that they loved to be near the source of so much spiritual 
light and to hear such life-changing words. 

    Christ’s heart hasn’t changed. Today, as He looks upon an Internet-based world filled with many gadgets and infor-
mation, He is delighted to find people dissatisfied with sizzling glitz and an endless array of information that dazzles the 
senses but leaves man’s spirit empty.  To these people Jesus says, “Come away by yourselves to a deserted place and 
rest a while.” 

    In the Bible, Church teachings and the Sacraments, Jesus has more than enough food to feed the billions He invites 
into the kingdom. Yet, many won’t come to the banquet because they lack teachers and witnesses to tell them about the 
life-changing experience Jesus has in store for them. 

    That’s why He, the Good Shepherd, calls us to come on a daily basis to share His dream for our lives.  He wants to 
lead us to “verdant pastures” to give us repose, to restful waters to refresh our souls. 

    Christ knows the hungers of our hearts and the deceptions the world.  He wants to nurture our minds with the truth of 
His word and our hearts with His crucified love.  He wants us to trade our cares and the deceits we have absorbed from 
the world and absorb His refreshing presence. When we spend quiet time with Him reflecting on His word, the falsity of 
our ambitions is exposed and the deeper hunger of our hearts for Him is set on fire. 

    Similar to the crowds in the Gospel, we discover more than rush-hour traffic, competition at the office, dissatisfaction 
with co-workers or quarrels with family members. We find our soul’s deepest hunger is really a hunger for Him.  When 
we spend time reflecting on His word and applying it to our lives, we change. 

    What was so important in the heat of the moment has lost its attraction.  Our exorbitant ambition for financial security 
is undermined by a peace that surprises us.  Instead of coming away from Jesus seeking to drive ourselves harder, we 
find that now “goodness and kindness follow” us throughout the day and throughout the week.  Inner peace replaces 
misplaced ambition.  Our attitudes in the workplace and in the home change. We’re more peaceful because we’ve given 
Him time to catch us, like He did with the apostles.  Once Jesus caught the apostles with His message, He sent them 
forth as missionaries.  They found that people were hungry for what the apostles offered. 

    Christ calls us to be missionaries in a country foreign to the Gospel, our homes and our workplaces.  As we spend 
quiet time with Him, we become foreigners to our culture.  The more we become foreigners to our culture, the more 
people will come to us for answers to their deep inner hungers.  People around us are hurting for the Gospel.  They’re 
hungering for more than what the world offers.  They’re hungering for Jesus, and they will never know that until we 
show them. 

    Anybody can find a quiet place to be with Jesus.  Take along a Bible, a Rosary, the Divine Mercy Chaplet or other 
favorite devotions and just be alone with Him.  Stay 15 minutes past the almost unbearable urge to break silence.  You’ll 
find Him on the other side of silence. 



 

Sacramental Information 
 
Baptism:    
Expectant parents should contact the office four to six (4-6) months before the birth of the child. 
 

 
   Marriage:   
Couples planning marriage need to make an appointment with the pastor at least six months before the intended 
wedding date to begin the preparation process. A wedding date cannot be  
scheduled without approval of the pastor. 

 
 
Annointing of the Sick:    
Contact the office to schedule an appt., home or nursing home visit, and, if death is imminent, contact the office 
for immediate action. 

********************************************************************************************************* 
Register Now for an Aquinas Institute Course!  

Fall Courses: The 203 Jesus, Son of God by Fr. Michael Russo, STB, MA (Tuesdays 6:15-9:00pm at Knight Hall at Our Lady of 
Fatima—Classes begin Aug.21 and end Dec.4) and PHI 101 Introduction to philosophy 3 sem. hrs. by Fr. Brian Harrington, MA, 
PhL (Wednesday 6-8:45pm at ULL—Classes begin Aug. 22 and end Dec. 5). The classes can be taken for college credit 
(accredited through University of Holy Cross) or for catechetical credit (audit). For more info or to register call (337)394-6550,  
email frchampagne@yahoo.com, or go to www.aquinaslafayette.org 
******************************************************************************************************** 

ENGAGED COUPLES    
Spend a weekend away from the cares and distractions of everyday living. Attend a Catholic Engaged Encounter Weekend.  The 
weekend is open to any engaged couple wanting to prepare for a deeper more meaningful life together in a marriage recognized by 
the Catholic Church according to its Church law.  Upcoming weekend dates are  August 3- 5, and September 21-23.  For cost of 
weekends, other dates, and to learn more, visit our website at  www.lafayettecee.org or contact Paul & Carolyn Trahan at 
 (337)254-8947 or 337)898- 9257, or cee.trahan@gmailcom.  
*************************************************************************************************************************************** 
Knights of  Columbus Council 3425 meets every 2nd Monday of each month,  @ the  Parish Life Center of Our Lady  
of Perpetual Help Church,  1303 St. Jude Ave. New Iberia, La. Rosary at 6:15PM . Meeting follows. 
********************************************************************************************************* 
ANNULMENT PROCESS WORKSHOP 
July 24, 2018, the Judicial Vicar for the Diocese of Lafayette, Msgr. Robie Robichaux, will be presenting workshops on  
Declaration of Nullity and what is needed to begin the process. Two workshop times are offered: 10:00 am to noon, or  
6:00 pm to 8:00 pm, at the Diocesan offices, Immaculata Center, 1408 Carmel Drive, Lafayette, La.  All are invited to 
attend.  Prior to attending one of the sessions, please register by calling 261-5623, or via email to catrahan@diolaf.org. 
There is no charge for this workshop. 
************************************************************************************************ 
Come & Celebrate the Centennial of the Diocese of Lafayette!  Fete-Dieu du Vermillion,  Eucharistic Boat Procession up the 
Vermilion River, will take place on the feast of the Assumption, Wednesday, August 15. All are invited to a Mass in French at 8am 
at St. Mary Magdalene Catholic Church in Abbeville to begin the day. Bishop Glen Provost of the Lake Charles Diocese will pre-
side and give the homily.  At the end of Mass there will be a procession from  Church with the Blessed Sacrament and a stature of 
Mary across the draw bridge to the old River Side Restaurant. At 10:00 AM 121 boats will embark in procession ( one for each of 
the 121 parishes of the Diocese) and make their way up Bayou Vermilion to Lafayette.  The boat procession will stop in Milton at 
Wawee’s at 11:35 AM for recitation of the rosary and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. The flotilla will re-commence at 
12:35 PM and continue upstream, arriving at Rufino’s in River Ranch at 1:40 PM for Rosary and Benediction. The boat procession 
will embark once again at 2:40PM and arrive at Beaver Park at about 3:20  PM. At 3:45 PM a foot procession with the Blessed                
Sacrament and a statue of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary will leave the landing and process up University Avenue in 
Lafayette all the way to the Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist. Solemn Vespers will be prayed at 5:00 PM and Holy Mass will 
follow at 5:30 PM with Bishop Douglas Deshotel to conclude the historic day. Confessions will be heard in mobile units at each of 
the stops along the way. Don’t miss this “once in a hundred years’ event!” Schedule your vacation day now and register your boat! 
For more information or to register a boat visit our website at www.fetedieuduteche.org, visti us on Fete-Dieu du Teche Facebook, 
send us an email at fetedieuduteche@gmail.com, or call (337)394-6550. 
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