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Nativity of St. John the Baptist  

  
 

  THE GIFT OF A CHILD 
 A sign goes up on the neighbor’s lawn: “Welcome 
Home Our New Baby Boy.” Bright balloons speak to the 
celebration. The neighborhood comes alive. One 
organizes a week of dinners for the mother and her 
family. Another collects for a month’s supply of diapers. 
The new parents respond by announcing the baby’s name 
and extending an invitation to the baby’s baptism with a 
party to follow. 
 Isn’t it a positive sign that in a society that has legalized 
the killing of the unborn, a community will still joyfully 
unite to celebrate the birth of a child? 
. All rights reserved.  
********************************************** 

THE COMMUNITY REJOICES 
 The situation surrounding the birth of John the Baptist was not all 
that different from the one described above. Elizabeth and 
Zechariah’s neighbors knew about the unusual circumstances of 
Elizabeth’s pregnancy (she was older and had been unable to 
conceive) and joyfully greeted the baby’s birth. 
 The new baby was firmly rooted in his religious community. His 
parents observed the law of the covenant given to Abraham when 
they had him circumcised on the eighth day. They shared with 
everyone their son’s special name, John, and Zechariah, who had 
been mute, immediately began to speak. The people were amazed 
and recognized that the Lord’s hand was on this special baby. The 
neighbors were also fearful, knowing that the life of God’s chosen 
is often difficult. 
 We could ask about any infant, “What will this child be?” and 
imagine a world of possibilities. At the same time, we know that 
the gift of faith received in baptism and nurtured in families, 
neighborhoods, and parishes guarantees the greatest success of 
all—an eternal place in the reign of God. 
. All rights reserved.  

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
 

 

TODAY’S READINGS 
 
First Reading — I will make you a light to the nations 
(Isaiah 49:1-6). 
Psalm — I praise you for I am wonderfully made  
(Psalm 139). 
Second Reading — John heralded his coming by proclaim-
ing a baptism of repentance (Acts 13:22-26). 
Gospel — John is his name (Luke 1:57-66, 80). 
All rights reserved  

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: 2 Kgs 17:5-8, 13-15a, 18; Ps 60:3-5, 12-13;  
 Mt 7:1-5 
Tuesday: 2 Kgs 19:9b-11, 14-21, 31-35a, 36;  
 Ps 48:2-4, 10-11; Mt 7:6, 12-14 
Wednesday: 2 Kgs 22:8-13; 23:1-3; Ps 119:33-37, 40;  
 Mt 7:15-20 
Thursday: 2 Kgs 24:8-17; Ps 79:1b-5, 8, 9; Mt 7:21-29 
Friday: Vigil: Acts 3:1-10; Ps 19:2-5; Gal 1:11-20;  
 Jn 21:15-19 
 Day: Acts 12:1-11; Ps 34:2-9;  
 2 Tm 4:6-8, 17-18; Mt 16:13-19 
Saturday: Lam 2:2, 10-14, 18-19; Ps 74:1b-7, 20-21;  
 Mt 8:15-17 
Sunday: Wis 1:13-15; 2:23-24; Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-13;  
 2 Cor 8:7, 9, 13-15; Mk 5:21-43  
 [5:21-24, 35b-43]     
All rights reserved  

JOHN THE BAPTIST 
 Since June 24 falls on a Sunday this year, the 
Church has the opportunity for a more intense 
celebration of the birth of John the Baptist, who is 
often described as the last of the Old Testament 
prophets and the bridge between Judaism and 
Christianity. More commonly, John is known as the 
“precursor” of our Lord Jesus Christ. All the Gospels 
report John’s basic message: Repent, the kingdom is 
near at hand. One greater than I is coming. 
 Though he was a wandering preacher who dressed 
in camel skins and ate grasshoppers, John’s legacy is 
one of true royalty. His origins are similar to those 
foretold by God through the prophet Isaiah: “You are 
my servant, he said to me, Israel through whom I show 
my glory” (Isaiah 49:3). John’s humility—“I am not 
he”—was surpassed only by that of his Lord Jesus, the 
humble servant who followed. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

WHO DO YOU SAY?   
 Jesus asks his disciples “Who do you say that I 
am?” (Luke 9:20). Peter replies that Jesus is the Mes-
siah, the anointed one of God. Jesus’ question is one 
that we have to answer for ourselves if we are to live as 
his disciples today. It is easy to avoid a direct answer, 
just following the rules and saying the right prayers, 
without ever facing this question. Marianne lives in a 
small town. “I’d heard this passage many times before, 
but one day in parish Bible study it was as if I were 
hearing it for the first time. Driving home, I knew Jesus 
was the one whom God had sent into this world for me. 
I knew there would be consequences! No more teasing 
my friend about her ‘What would Jesus do?’ bracelet!” 
she said. “I’ll be asking myself this question all the 
time.” Challenges remain for Marianne: she cares for 
her elderly mother and copes with diabetes, but she 
says, “I trust in God more and I’m more open with 
other people than ever before.” 
Copyright © 2009, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 
 

                



                    MASS INTENTIONS                                             ANNOUNCEMENTS                           

SATURDAY, June 23rd 
4:00pm—Ella & Walter F. Shipp, 
Dr. & Mrs. Rene Broussard/Ella Mae Sedotal/ 
Joey Glenn Broussard/ Huey J. Quibodeaux/ 
Danny & Nolan Meche/ Mark deClouet/  
Betty & Howard Lasseigne/ Ryan Segura/ 
Arnold “Bud” Pellerin/ Norris P. Rader, Sr./ 
Fr. Michael Delcambre/ Junius Delahoussaye, 
Glory Delahoussaye/ Peggy Perez, Craig Perez, 
Robert & Carrie Perez, Shelton Foreman/ 
Dean Conques/ Glynn Breaux & Family 
5:30pm—Louis & Joyce Cartimiglia/ 
Fr. Michael Delcambre 
SUNDAY, June 24th  
7:00am—L.J.Dore/ Fr. Mark Derise 
9:00 am— All Parishioners of OLPH 
11:00 am—Ernest Freyou/ Albert Pisani/ 
Tony Gassiot, Madia D. Champagne Migues/ 
Eugene & Ruby Duhon/ Sidonia L. & 
Wilton Joseph Dore/ Patricia Verret/ For the Souls 
In Purgatory/ Dot & R.D. Verret, Barry Boudreaux, 
Alan Olivier/ Fr. Mike Guidry/ Judith Tabb/ 
Fr. Anthony Ngo Duchoat/ Fr. Mark Derise 
6:30 pm—Fr. Mark Derise 
MONDAY, June 25th—Angelus @ noon 
12:15pm--Amoret Viator/ Msgr. Keith DeRouen 
TUESDAY, June 26th—Novena to OLPH @ 5:00pm 
5:15pm —Marion Faulk/ Fr. Kenneth Domingue 
WEDNESDAY,June 27th—Angelus @ noon 
12:15pm—Anita Viator Broussard &  
A.D. Broussard, Jr./ Zachary Dominguez 
THURSDAY, June 28th 
5:15pm— Raymond Weber/ Fr. Dustin Dought 
FRIDAY, June 29th—Angelus @ noon 
12:15pm— Louis & Joyce Cartimiglia,  
Essie & Ellie Bouillion/ Fr. Greg Downs 
************************************************** 

\Ç g{tÇ~á 
    I wish to extend a heartfelt thanks for the lovely 
gift, warm wishes and cupcake/punch reception given 
to me on my last Sunday as Organist/Choir Director 
at OLPH. This Church will always be dear to my 
heart. I cherish the friendships I have gained over the 
years and have so many precious memories of my 
service here. 
    I pray for God’s continued blessings on each and 
everyone of you at OLPH.          
                                  In Christ, 
                                  Janet Sinitiere 
    

Catholic Daughters of the Americas Court Blessed Mother 
Teresa #2550 meets every 2nd Monday of the month (except 
June and July) in the Parish Life Center of Our Lady of Per-
petual Help Church, 1303 St. Jude Ave., @ 6:00pm.  “We 
welcome anyone interested in joining to attend.” 
************************************************* 

In Prayerful Remembrance of our beloved deceased. 
Please pray for the souls of  

Edith Boutte & Richard Maturin  
who recently died and for those who mourn for them. 

************************************************ 
A Memorial Donation was made in Memory of 

Edith Boutte & Abdon Boutte by the  
Family of Edith & Abdon Boutte. 

 

  
ALTAR SERVER SCHEDULE 

Saturday, June 30th 
4:00 pm—Layne & Bennet Boudreaux 
5:30 pm—Colton Broussard, 
                 Caroline Viator 
Sunday,   July 1st 
7:00 am—Marcus Jacob 
9:00 am—Ensley Landry 
11:00 am–Zoe Robinson, 
                Wyatt Bergeron 
6:30pm—Anya & Isabelle Berry 

 
The Vocation Cross will be in the home  

of  Jay & Sandy Babineaux 
 the week of June 24, 2018. 

RCIA classes will begin on July 11, 2018 for anyone  
interested in becoming Catholic. Please call Peggy 
@ the Parish Life Office, 365-5481, to register. 
****************************************** 
Then Jesus said, “Come to me, all of you who are weary and 
carry heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” 
Matthew 11:28 

  

 

The Sanctuary Lamp will burn in Memory of 
Ben Babineaux & Skyla Babineaux 

 
************************************************* 

Father Francois Farewell 
Mark your calendar—June 29th at 6pm in the Parish 
Life Center, we will be having a Potluck Supper honor-
ing Fr. Francois before he departs for his new assign-
ment at St. Theresa’s in Abbeville. Please call the Par-
ish Life Office to let us know what dish you will bring. 



 

               St. John The Baptist               Other Events & Diocesan News 

 

   

 

PRO LIFE ROSARIES 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help every Sat.@ 3:15;   Catholic 
Daughters Court 2550—every 1st Sat. @ 10am,Grotto on 

Main St.;  Nativity—every Wednesday @ 8:30 am;                
St. Peter’s—every Tuesday @ 11:25 am;                        

Prompt Succor—30 minutes before daily Mass 

*********************************************** 

Centennial News—June 24, 2018 

St. Peter Dedication —-On June 29, 1953, the Solemnity of 
Sts.Peter and Paul, the newly constructed church of St. Peter in 
New Iberia was consecrated by Bishop Jues Jeanmard. The 
church was the vision of their new pastor, Fr. Albert Bacque. 
After over a decade of fundraising, the parishioners of  St. 
Peter raised approximately half a million dollars and the  
construction of the new church began in 1951. Two years later, 
the massive structure was completed with seating for 1200 pa-
rishioners. Two 90-foot tall towers, decorated with large white 
rosaries, mark the prominence of the Church 
dedicated to the “Prince of the Apostles.” 
August 15—get your boat and join the procession-Fete-Dieu 
de Vermilion—our Eucharistic Adoration will be on the  
Vermilion River this year beginning in Abbeville at St. Mary 
Magdalen with a Mass in French at 8am. The river procession 
will begin after with a Rosary and Benediction in Milton @ 
11:35 @ Wawees, then a Rosary and Benediction at River 
Ranch @1:40 @ Rufinno’s, then a foot procession @ 3:45pm 
from Beaver Park to Cathedral up University St. to the  
Cathedral—Vespers at 5pm and Mass at 5:30 with Bishop  
Deshotel.  Having 121 Church Parishes in our Diocese we 
would like to have at least 1 boat from each parish. To register, 
please visit www.fetekieuduteche.org or call 337-349-6550. 
This is an extraordinary event and we ask that you please con-
sider being a part of the 121 boats. 
National Association of Catholic Family Life Ministries-- 
in this Centennial Year, the Diocese of Lafayette is happy to 
host a national Marriage and Family Conference-July 15-17 at 
the Cajundome Convention Center.  The precious holiness of 
marriage and family must be strengthened and cherished. 
Come & join us. For information on the conference and to 
register, visit, www.nacflm.org. 
Centennial Prayer for the Diocese of Lafayette 
O Lord God Almighty, by sending Your only-begotten Son to 
establish the One True Church through the power of the Most 
Holy Spirit, You gave mankind a haven from the world. We hum-
bly implore Your blessing upon the Church of the Diocese of La-
fayette as we observe this Century of Love. Through the interses-
sion of Our lady of the Immaculate Conception and Saint John 
Vianney, our patrons, bestow perpetual growth to Your Family of 
Faith as we take refuge in Your Infinite Grace. We humbly be-
seech You to enlighten us to learn from our past and to look to the 
future so that we may persist in the work of spreading the true 
faith. Fill us with gratitude in this Year of Jubilee as we live secure 
in the certain hope that You will be with us forever. We ask this 
through Christ the Lord. Amen. Our Lady of the Immaculate Con-
ception, pray for us. St. John Vianney, pray for us. 

 

In Luke and Acts[edit]Main 
article: Nativity of Saint John 
the Baptist The Gospel of 
Luke adds an account of John's 
infancy, introducing him as the 
miraculous son of Zechariah, an 
old man, and his wife Elizabeth, 
who was past 
the menopause and therefore 
unable to have children.[46]

[47] According to this account, 
the birth of John was foretold by the angel Gabriel to Zechariah, 
while he was performing his functions as a priest in the temple of 
Jerusalem. Since he is described as a priest of the course 
of Abijah and Elizabeth as one of the daughters of Aaron,[48] this 
would make John a descendant of Aaron on both his father's and 
mother's side.[49] On the basis of this account, the Catholic as well 
as the Anglican and Lutheran liturgical calendars placed the feast 
of the Nativity of John the Baptist on June 24, six months before 
Christmas.[50] Post-nativity Unique to the Gospel of Luke, John 
the Baptist explicitly teaches charity, baptizes tax-collectors, and 
advises soldiers. The text briefly mentions that John is imprisoned 
and later beheaded by Herod, but the Gospel of Luke lacks the 
story of a step-daughter dancing for Herod and requesting John's 
head.The Book of Acts portrays some disciples of John becoming 
followers of Jesus Acts 18:24–19:6 a development not reported 
by the gospels except for the early case of Andrew, Simon Peter's 
brother John 1:35–42  The prophecy of Isaiah Although Mark's 
Gospel implies that the arrival of John the Baptist is the fulfilment 
of a prophecy from the Book of Isaiah, the words quoted ("I will 
send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way – a 
voice of one calling in the wilderness, 'Prepare the way for the 
Lord, make straight paths for him.'") are actually a composite of 
texts from Isaiah, Malachi and the Book of Exodus. (Matthew and 
Luke drop the first part of the reference.)[34] Baptism of 
Jesus ;The gospels differ on the details of the Baptism. In Mark 
and Luke, Jesus himself sees the heavens open and hears a voice 
address him personally, saying, "You are my dearly loved son; 
you bring me great joy". They do not clarify whether others saw 
and heard these things. Although other incidents where the "voice 
came out of heaven" are recorded in which, for the sake of the 
crowds, it was heard audibly, John did say in his witness that he 
did see the spirit coming down "out of heaven". John 12:28–30, 
John 1:32 In Matthew, the voice from heaven does not address 
Jesus personally, saying instead "This is my beloved son, in whom 
I am well pleased." In the Gospel of John, John the Baptist 
himself sees the spirit descend as a dove, testifying about the 
experience as evidence of Jesus's status. John's knowledge of Jesus 
varies across gospels. In the Gospel of Mark, John preaches of a 
coming leader, but shows no signs of recognizing that Jesus is this 
leader. In Matthew, however, John immediately recognizes Jesus 
and John questions his own worthiness to baptize Jesus. In both 
Matthew and Luke, John later dispatches disciples to question 
Jesus about his status, asking "Are you he who is to come, or shall 
we look for another?" In Luke, John is a familial relative of Jesus 
whose birth was foretold by Gabriel. In the Gospel of John, John 
the Baptist himself sees the spirit descend like a dove and he 
explicitly preaches that Jesus is the Son of God.  

 



            THOUGHTS / PRAYERS                             STEWARDSHIP  

Living Stewardship Now 
 Is Jesus the center of your life? If not, why not? 

Copyright © 2009, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 
************************************************************************ 

I, the Lord, made you, and I will not 
forget you.       Isaiah 44:21 

 
 

  Stewardship of Finance 
June 10th, 2018 

 Envelopes              $6,425.00 
Loose cash/ checks  3,582.00  

        Total               $10,007.00 
 

Thank You for your generous spirit of giving! 
Average Weekly Expenses: $13,779.11*;Average Monthly 

Expenses:$59,709.48* ;*Plus loan note $16,870.14 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
It’s midsummer day! We have the advantage of 
celebrating one of the great hidden treasures of our 
liturgical calendar on a Sunday this year. There are 
only three “nativity” feasts on our calendar: for the 
Lord, the Blessed Mother (September 8), and today’s 
birth of the Baptist. Today’s date is anchored by the 
Annunciation (March 25), when Mary learns not 
only of her own child’s advent, but of Elizabeth’s 
child. We are exactly half a year away from 
Christmas Eve. There are strong traditions around 
this feast. Just as the winter solstice provides a rich 
vocabulary for Christmas, so does the abundance of 
light at midsummer inform this celebration. Just as at 
Christmas, a religious festival spills over into 
culture. As summer light reaches its peak, the sun-
drenched zones of northern Europe see people 
staying up all night, lighting “St. John’s fires” in the 
long summer twilight. Bonfires seem to be the 
unifying force in all these celebrations, kindled along 
the shores of the St. Lawrence in Quebec and 
Montreal, with harbor illuminations in France. You 
may be most interested in the custom in San Juan, 
Puerto Rico, the Baptist’s own city. People there will 
leap into the sea between midnight and dawn to 
honor John. Why not find your way to a pool, a lake, 
or a sandy beach today and plunge in to recall your 
baptism? It’s a tradition! 
—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
************************************************************************************* 

Nativity of Saint John the Baptist 
June 24, 2018 “Behold, one is coming after me; 
 I am not worthy to unfasten the sandals of his feet.” 
—Acts 13:25 

  
A Prayer to Become God’s Instrument 
O, my heavenly Father, I give all of  my life to you in the name of 
Your Son, my Lord Jesus Christ, and through the power of Your 
Holy Spirit.  I ask you to stir up within me the fullness of Your 
Holy Spirit.  I have heard You calling me. I want to help others 
find their way into Your kingdom. I want to serve others so that 
they can experience Your love.  Use me.  Use the hurts and  
sufferings I’ve endured.  Use the talents, the resources, the time, 
the experiences, the spiritual growth and everything else You have 
given me. Use me. Help me to love all people unconditionally and 
reveal Jesus to others through me.  Help me to grow in my desire 
to love all people.  Today, and every day, help me to decrease so 
that Your Holy Spirit may increase in me.  Help me to love 
purely,  humbly, and generously.  Show me how to receive more 
of Your love so that I have more love to give.  Heal me of every  
obstacle that holds me back from serving You.  I give You  
permission to change me.  Here I am, Lord, I want to do Your 
will. Come, Holy Spirit; renew me.  In Jesus’ name, Amen! 
***************************************************** 

PRAYER OF ST. FRANCIS 
Lord, make me an instrument 
 of your peace, 
Where there is hatred, let me sow love. 
Where there is injury, pardon. 
Where there is doubt, faith. 
Where there is despair, hope. 
Where there is darkness, light. 
And where there is sadness, joy. 
 
O Divine Master,grant that I may not so much seek 
To be consoled as to console, 
to be understood as to understand, 
to be loved as to love. 
For it is in giving that we receive. 
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned. 
And it is in dying that we are born to  
eternal life. 
****************************************************************** 

A Novena for Peace of Mind 
   O Heart of Jesus, I place all my trust in You, hoping for all things 
from Your goodness.  You make a root flourish beneath the soil and 
You can make fruitful the darkness in which I find myself today. 
   I adore You in all Your purposes even without knowing them; Your 
will be done, not mine. May I be patient! It is so 
difficult to realize that these trials, heartbreaking as they are, can be 
turned into blessings. 
   Lord, give me peace of mind, peace of heart, and peace of soul, as I 
offer You my thoughts, my words, and my actions, and yes, Lord, my 
sufferings.  May they all be for Your greater glory. Amen 
 

 



Walking With God Through Grief and Loss 
   One of the most pain-filled letters I ever received was from a young mother whose firstborn child had died.  She 
was overwhelmed with the depth of this loss.  All her plans and hopes and dreams came crashing down around her, 
and she couldn’t fathom how she could ever find joy in life again. 
   The letter poured out her  anguish and despair.  She felt, she said, as if God had abandoned her at a time when she 
most needed this Loving Presence.  She even thought of taking her life, so deep was her desolation. 
   As I read her letter, I sensed a deep desire in her to walk with God even though she found no comfort when she 
tried to pray. Over and over she pleaded for some insight, some direction, on how to relate to God during her time 
of darkness. 
   The painful emotions described in that letter haunt many human hearts caught up in grief and loss.  The negative 
feelings we have during such times are natural.  Yet they bewilder us because we do not expect or accept them as a 
part of the experience.  We want to rid ourselves of the unpleasant feelings as quickly as possible, but grief takes 
time.  We must recognize our feelings of loss and learn to live with them for a time as best we can. 
   Faith questions naturally arise during these agonizing times: How can I walk with God when God seems to have 
forgotten all about me? How can I pray when I hurt so much? What do I do when the ways that I used to pray 
don’t work for me? When we feel engulfed by such questions, there are some helps to which we can turn. 
   Picture God on your side.  The way we picture God has much to do with the way we walk with God during our 
time of loss.  It is helpful to picture God as being on our side rather than against us or responsible for our suffering.  
Harold Kushner tells us in ‘When Bad Things Happen to Good People’ that God does not send suffering to us; 
rather, suffering and loss are a result of the human condition. 
   Picturing God as One who is on our side is a strong biblical image.  God will never abandon us or forget us. God 
has great compassion for us, yearning for our peace and joy.  Many writers see God as suffering with us, walking the 
road of our grief, having infinite concern for us. 
   As we pray during our time of grief, we can picture God sitting by our side, looking upon us with much love, or 
walking with us and listening to our story of sorrow. 
   Trust in God’s nearness and goodness.  When we are grieving a significant loss, our world can seem bleak and 
dark.  We may feel that God does not care or doubt that God even exists.  Grief is a time to trust that God is very 
close, even though our feelings say otherwise. 
   When we are depressed and all we can think about is our sadness, it helps to call on our good memories.  We re-
call people and events that have brought us happiness.  These memories assure us that God does love us very much 
even though we are mired in gloom at the present time.  Good memories also have a way of helping us to trust in 
the future, when other times of happiness will come our way. 
   Because our inner vision is usually quite blurred when we are filled with painful emotions, we can easily miss the 
good things that are a part of each day in the present.  At the end of each day, no matter how miserable it may 
have been, we can find at least one thing we can be grateful for.  We may want to write this down each evening and 
to look at our “gratitude list” when we are feeling particularly discouraged. 
   Pray your pain.  If we feel sad and empty, these feelings will naturally affect our prayer.  We cannot separate 
ourselves from our bodies or our emotions when we pray.  We need to accept the fact that we probably will not 
have a sense of God’s presence for a while.  God understands this and loves us in our humanness. 
   As we grieve our loss, it helps to deliberately pray our pain, to cry out to God, to express our anger.  Writing a 
letter to God, telling God how e feel, can help us to experience being “heard” by God. We can also write a letter 
from God to us, noting what God would want to say to us at this time of loss. 
   We may also need to find other forms of prayer for a while.  If we are restless, we could go for a long walk or lis-
ten to music.  If our mind is constantly filled with remembrances of the loss, we could quietly repeat a scrip- 
ture verse or formal prayer.  If we are overwhelmed with sadness, we may find that just sitting with empty 
hands held open is the only prayer that we can pray. As we do so, we say with our open hands that we trust 
God to fill our lives with strength enough for another day. 



Look for God in unexpected ways.  We tend to look for God in certain familiar ways.  Consequently, we may 
think God is absent, yet God is there in ways we may not have noticed.  It may be the kindness of someone 
who writes us a letter or makes a phone call to see how we are.  It could be the beauty of the stars on a night 
when we cannot sleep. 
   A friend of mine who was in great pain from cancer told me that during her many sleepless nights she would 
hear the first birdsong in the dawn.  When this happened, it would lift her heart and bring her a deep sense of 
closeness to God. 
   Another woman who was in much grief told me how she looked out her window one day and saw a spider 
spinning a web.  The threads were wet with dew and sparkled in the sunlight.  As she gazed on this intricate 
wonder, she saw her own life woven into God’s heart.  This insight filled her with peace for the first time in 
many months. 
   Make time for solitude.  As difficult as it may be to take quiet time for ourselves and to be in solitude, we 
need to do so.  We many feel terribly restless or lonely and want to run from the pain or keep ourselves very 
busy.  But solitude is essential and necessary for our growth. 
   In our solitude we are like a seed buried in the darkness of the earth, all alone and waiting.  It seems as 
though nothing is happening, but quiet growth is taking place. 
   A day will come when a new green shoot will come forth from the earth.  A day will come when we will  
discover new growth, a gradual return of peace and happiness. 
   Be gentle, be patient. We are in a hurry to heal, but we must be patient with ourselves. We must look for 
courage, resiliency, and hope in the lives of others, noticing how they have made it through their difficult 
journeys. If one of these persons lives nearby, we can ask that person to tell us his or her story of loss and 
growth. 
   Finding a local support group can also ease our pain.  We can hear in the lives of others some of our own 
experiences of grief.  This, too, will encourage us to be patient as we grieve. 
   Sometimes we expect so much of ourselves until we realize that the road we walk is a long one for other  
people as well. 
   Take Heart.  When the people of the Exodus were wandering in the wilderness, they often complained that 
God was far from them. Yet God was as close to them as their next breath.  And God constantly reassured 
them of this nearness.  The Exodus people eventually did find a new place of freedom and peace. 
   The same is true for us. Through it all, God is keeping vigil over us just as God did with the Exodus commu-
nity in the wilderness.  It is the kind of vigil that a parent keeps with an ailing child or the nightwatch one 
keeps while  waiting for a loved one to come home. 
   Etty Hillisum experienced the great loss of her family and friends’ deaths in concentration camps.  She 
walked through years of war and suffering.  Amid it all, she never gave up.  One day she wrote in her di-
ary:”There will always be a small patch of sky above, and there will always be enough space to fold two hands 
in prayer.” 
   Etty Hillisum held tightly to God in her difficult times. We need to do the same, leaning on God, believing 
in this compassionate Presence with us.  God will, indeed, stay with us on our road to restored peace and joy. 
 
Joyce Rupp, O.S.M., is the author of Fresh Bread and Praying Our Good-by. 



 

 
Sacramental Information 

Baptism:    
Expectant parents should contact the office four to six (4-6) months before the birth of the child. 
 

 
   Marriage:   
Couples planning marriage need to make an appointment with the pastor at least six months before the intended 
wedding date to begin the preparation process. A wedding date cannot be  
scheduled without approval of the pastor. 

 
 
Annointing of the Sick:    
Contact the office to schedule an appt., home or nursing home visit, and, if death is imminent, contact the office 
for immediate action. 

********************************************************************************************************* 
Register Now for an Aquinas Institute Course!  

Summer Course: The 293 Augustine and the Dawn of the Christian Era 3 sem.hours will be taught by Fr. Clinton Sensat, STL on 
Saturdays 10:00am-2:00pm at John Paul the Great Academy in Lafayette. Classes start June 2 and end August 4. Fall Courses: The 
203 Jesus, Son of God by Fr. Michael Russo, STB, MA (Tuesdays 6:15-9:00pm at Knight Hall at Our Lady of Fatima—Classes 
begin Aug.21 and end Dec.4) and PHI 101 Introduction to philosophy 3 sem. hrs. by Fr. Brian Harrington, MA, PhL (Wednesday 6
-8:45pm at ULL—Classes begin Aug. 22 and end Dec. 5). The classes can be taken for college credit (accredited through Univer-
sity of Holy Cross) or for catechetical credit (audit). For more info or to register call (337)394-6550,  
email frchampagne@yahoo.com, or go to www.aquinaslafayette.org 
******************************************************************************************************** 

ENGAGED COUPLES    
Spend a weekend away from the cares and distractions of everyday living. Attend a Catholic Engaged Encounter Weekend.  The 
weekend is open to any engaged couple wanting to prepare for a deeper more meaningful life together in a marriage recognized by 
the Catholic Church according to its Church law.  Upcoming weekend dates are  August 3- 5, and September 21-23.  For cost of 
weekends, other dates, and to learn more, visit our website at  www.lafayettecee.org or contact Paul & Carolyn Trahan at 
 (337)254-8947 or 337)898- 9257, or cee.trahan@gmailcom.  
*************************************************************************************************************************************** 
Knights of  Columbus Council 3425 meets every 2nd Monday of each month,  @ the  Parish Life Center of Our Lady  
of Perpetual Help Church,  1303 St. Jude Ave. New Iberia, La. Rosary at 6:15PM . Meeting follows. 
********************************************************************************************************* 
ANNULMENT PROCESS WORKSHOP 
July 24, 2018, the Judicial Vicar for the Diocese of Lafayette, Msgr. Robie Robichaux, will be presenting workshops on  
Declaration of Nullity and what is needed to begin the process. Two workshop times are offered: 10:00 am to noon, or  
6:00 pm to 8:00 pm, at the Diocesan offices, Immaculata Center, 1408 Carmel Drive, Lafayette, La.  All are invited to 
attend.  Prior to attending one of the sessions, please register by calling 261-5623, or via email to catrahan@diolaf.org. 
There is no charge for this workshop. 
************************************************************************************************ 
Morning of Reflection Brunch for Women and Girls. “Every Great Gift Comes From Above” James 1:17 Hosted by 
Knights St. Peter Claver Ladies Auxiliary Court 124; 1325 Big Four Corners Road, Franklin, La., 70538 at St. Peter the 
Apostle Catholic Church Parish Hall. “Women of Friendship, Unity & Christian Charity” (Inspired by KPC Ladies), 
Saturday June 30, 2018, 9:00 AM– 1:00 PM.  Tickets: $7.00 (Includes Adult & Child).  9:00am-Mass; 9:45am-
Registration / Continental Breakfast; 10:00am-Morning Prayer; 10:15am “Women as Peacemakers”; 10:30am-11:30am
-Time of Reflections; 11:30am-Brunch; 12:00pm-Breakout Sessions; 12:45pm-Group Reflection and Evaluation; 
1:00pm-Closing Prayer & Dismissal. Tickets can be purchased from any KPC Lady from Court 124: Lady Jeanice 
Dauphine- 337-579-1496; Lady Lue Pearl Washington-337-578-3595; Grand Lady Janice Morgan-337-276-6604 
************************************************************************************************ 
A Prayer For Daily Neglects     Eternal Father, I offer Thee the Sacred Heart of Jesus, with all its love, all its sufferings and all its merits. First-To expiate all the 
sins I have committed this day and during all my life. (Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost as it was in the beginning is now and ever shall 
be world without end.Amen.)    Second-To purify the good I have done badly this day and during all my life. (Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Ghost as it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be world without end. Amen.) Third—To minister for the good I ought to have done,  and that I have ne-
glected this day and during all my life. (Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost as it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be world with-
out end. Amen.) A poor Clare nun, who had just died, appeared to her Abbess, who was praying for her, and said to her,  I went straight to Heaven, for, by means of 
this prayer, recited every evening, I paid all my debts.”  
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