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St. Mary’s Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception
Welcome to St. Mary’s Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception

Since its dedication in 1926, St. Mary’s Cathedral
has stood as the mother church of the Archdiocese
of Portland in Oregon. The cathedral belongs to the
400,000 Catholics of the archdiocese and serves as
a place of ceremony and celebration for those who
come here. The cathedral is also a parish church, and
as such it is home to its parishioners and a welcoming
place for all visitors. You may have noticed the
beautiful rose design on our doors as you came in.
This rose represents Mary, Our Blessed Mother, as
well as Portland, the City of Roses.
All Are Welcome!
Please Consider a Charitable Bequest to
St. Mary’s Cathedral in your estate planning.
Give Via Weshare
WeShare is simple, and helps our
Cathedral by saving time and labor. Contact
Jennifer Overbay with any questions.
To give, click maryscathedral.weshareonline.org or
click the QR code on the cover of this bulletin.
Prayer Requests:
Deacon Scott Kolbet
skolbet@cathedralpdx.org
prayerintentions@cathedralpdx.org

Clergy:
Most Reverend Alexander K. Sample,
Archbishop of Portland
Msgr. Patrick S. Brennan, Pastor
pbrennan@archdpdx.org
Deacon Scott Kolbet
skolbet@cathedralpdx.org
Cathedral Parish Life:
Jennifer Overbay, Business Manager
joverbay@cathedralpdx.org
Alex Chan & Mary Jo Gornick, Receptionists
hello@cathedralpdx.org
Sr. Connie Furseth, OSF, Neighborhood Liaison
cfurseth@cathedralpdx.org
Andrew Hickey, Development Coordinator
andrewh@cathedralpdx.org
Paulette Peynet, Director of RCIA
Stephanie Fisher-Hunt, Director
Religious Education
Angela Westhoff-Johnson, Music Director
Seung Min Oh, Organist
Shared Leadership:
Barrett Brooks, Pastoral Council Chair
Jil Morby, Finance Council Chair
Mark Boshears, Knights of Columbus Grand Knight
stmkoc15295@gmail.com
Cathedral School:
Amy Biggs, Principal
Susan Hatley, Administrative Assistant
shatley@cathedral-or.org
St. Mary’s Cathedral Parish Mission
St. Mary’s Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception is a
community of Christians in the Roman Catholic Tradition.
Inspired by the Holy Spirit, and through the intercession of
the Blessed Virgin Mary, we continue the mission of Jesus
Christ through liturgy, prayer, education and service toward
our neighbor. As the cathedral of the Archdiocese of Portland,
and as a parish community, we offer hospitality to all visitors,
celebrate archdiocesan events and witness the joy of the Gospel
to the City of Portland.

A Word From The Pastor
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith has
declared “that when vaccines have been produced
this way, it is morally permissible to receive them.”
He continues that “if equivalent alternative vaccines
that don’t rely on such cell lines are available, those
should clearly be the preferred option.”

With the two recent COVID-19 vaccines (and a third
just announced), people have asked me whether it is
ethical and moral for a Catholic to receive them. There
was a very helpful article about this in the November
20th Catholic Sentinel (“Debunking COVID-19
Vaccine Myths,” by moral theologian Fr. Tadeusz
Pacholczyk). I found the article extremely helpful,
so I would like to summarize Fr. Pacholczyk’s main
points in this column, for future reference, and as a
help to those who have raised ethical questions about
the vaccines. Should you find any ambiguities in my
remarks here, or if it only raises more questions on
this important issue, I refer you to the original article.
I will begin by saying that, in general, ordinary
vaccines provide protection and “herd immunity”
that “involves less burden and risk than becoming
infected with a disease.” Some may need to avoid
vaccines if they have a compromised immune system
or are allergic to one of its components. Normally, it
makes sense to get immunized. The safety profile of
vaccines in the United States is the result of extensive
clinical trials involving more than 30,000 to 40,000
individuals of every age, type, and race. In rare
instances there are adverse reactions to vaccines;
but the risk of complications is reasonably low and
can be considered acceptable when compared to the
disease it is aimed to prevent.
The key question I have received is this: are there
ethical reasons not to receive the vaccines? Fr.
Pacholczyk notes that “concerns of conscience arise
when cell lines derived from abortions are used in
the development and production of vaccines.” In
this regard, Fr. Pacholczyk notes that the Vatican

You might find the above statement of the Congregation
of the Doctrine of the Faith a bit puzzling, asking
why it wouldn’t be wrong to receive a vaccine made
from aborted fetal cell lines. Here I will quote
Fr. Pacholczyk, an expert in Catholic healthcare
ethics, extensively. He states that “no moral evil is
committed by those who get inoculated with vaccines
made from problematic cell lines; rather, those who
originally exploited aborted children for their cells,
or established pharmaceutical company policies that
rely on the abortion-derived cells, commit moral
evils.” He further notes that the “one receiving the
vaccine has no causal connection (called the principle
of cooperation) to these wrongful decisions made
previously by others.” Even so, should we receive
such a vaccine, we “should take steps to register our
disagreement” with the companies that produce them.
I don’t know whether the current COVID-19 vaccines
are produced using aborted fetal material. But even if
they did, it would be ethically permissible to receive
them. Still, some Catholics may prefer to boycott an
ethically compromised vaccine.

Msgr. Patrick S. Brennan
Monsignor Patrick Brennan is a native Oregonian who
attended high school and college at Mount Angel Seminary
(1965-1973). He studied theology at the North American
College and the Gregorian University in Rome (1973-1977;
1979-1980). He later studied Canon Law at The Catholic
University of America (1983-1985). Msgr. Brennan was
ordained in 1977 and has held a number of positions in the
archdiocese: president-rector of Mount Angel Seminary, Vicar
for Clergy, and presently, Judicial Vicar. He was appointed
pastor of St. Mary’s Cathedral in 2011. His interests include
Scripture, travel, architecture, photography, and swimming.
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December Mass Intentions
5:30pm: Msgr. Pat Brennan
7:30am: Parishioners of St. Mary’s Cathedral
12:15pm: In Memory of Merrie Rinella
5:30pm: For All who have died from Covid 19
7:30am: In Memory of Fr. George Wolf
5:30pm: Isabel Jones
7:30am: The Homeless
5:30 pm In Memory of Deacon John & Elinor
Ries
7:30am: The Unemployed
5:30pm: In Memory of Tony Bada
7:30am: Blanchet House
Financial Report for November 22, 2020
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We are grateful for your contributions to
St. Mary’s Cathedral!

Retirement for Religious: In good times and bad,
senior Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order
priests have dedicated themselves to service and acts
of mercy. Today, they pray for an aching world. Yet
years of serving for little or no pay have left their
religious communities without enough retirement
savings. Your gift to the Retirement Fund for Religious
helps provide medications, nursing care, and other
necessities. Please be generous. Make checks payable
to St. Mary’s Cathedral with Retirement of Religious
in the memo line, or go to our website, maryscathedral.
weshareonline.org/ to donate.

This Week at Cathedral
Saturday Vigil Mass 5:30pm
Sunday: 7:30, 9:00 & 11am Mass
Immaculate Conception
Vigil, Mass December 7, 5:30pm
Tuesday, December 8, Masses 7:30am, 12:15pm &
5:30pm
We invite you to join Msgr. Brennan in person for any
Sunday Mass. Please click here for Mass reservations.
Msgr. Pat’s Vlog: Msgr. Pat has been posting a daily
vlog (video blog) “In Time of Virus” at
https://monsignorpat.com/index.html. Join him for a 3
minute reflection of the day.
November at Cathedral
Baptism
Juliette Claire Urbinelli
Virtual Advent Giving Tree: This year we have a
virtual giving tree for Advent. Donations will help
the following: Kenton Women's Village (a part of
Catholic Charities); Rose Haven; The Northwest
Catholic Counseling Center; and Portland Public
Schools Teen Parent Program. Descriptions of
the organizations can be found on our website.
Cathedral Parishioners have always been generous
for Christmas, and we know your generosity will
continue this year. Thank you!
Christmas Flowers: Please help defray the cost of
church flowers and decorations during the Christmas
Season. To make a donation, visit maryscathedral.
weshareonline.org/. Thank you for your generosity.
Christmas Flowers in Memory/Honor Of:
Iva, Ante, Milan, Drago & Ican Grepo
Patricia & Charles Duffy

Cathedral School

CATHEDRAL SCHOOL
First and Second grade students participated in a fun
maker space activity during digital daycare.
Students designed their dream school using straws and
connectors and then drafted it out on paper. There were
schools with zip lines, petting zoos, swimming pools, and
even "transformer" schools that could transform into a
plane or boat.

Cathedral School is accepting applications for
all grades for the 2021 - 2022 school year.
Go to www.cathedral-or.org to apply today!

2nd Sunday of Advent
December 6, 2020

Entrance Antiphon

O people of Sion, behold, the Lord will come to
save the nations, and the Lord will make the glory
of his voice heard in the joy of your heart..
Opening Hymn
On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry Announces
that the Lord is nigh; Awake and hearken for he
brings Glad tidings of the King of kings.
Then cleansed be ev’ry soul from sin; Make
straight the way of God within, Prepare we in our
hearts a home, Where such a mighty guest may
come.
All praise, eternal Son, to thee Whose advent set
thy people free, Whom with the Father we adore
And Holy Spirit evermore.
First Reading

IS 40:1-5, 9-11

Comfort, give comfort to my people, says your
God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim
to her that her service is at an end, her guilt is
expiated; indeed, she has received from the hand
of the LORD double for all her sins.
A voice cries out: In the desert prepare the way
of the LORD! Make straight in the wasteland a
highway for our God! Every valley shall be filled
in, every mountain and hill shall be made low; the
rugged land shall be made a plain, the rough
country, a broad valley. Then the glory of the
LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see
it together; for the mouth of the LORD has
spoken.
Go up on to a high mountain, Zion, herald of
glad tidings; cry out at the top of your voice,
Jerusalem, herald of good news! Fear not to cry
out and say to the cities of Judah: Here is your

God! Here comes with power the Lord GOD,
who rules by his strong arm; here is his reward
with him, his recompense before him. Like a
shepherd he feeds his flock; in his arms he
gathers the lambs, carrying them in his bosom,
and leading the ewes with care.
Responsorial:
Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your
salvation
Second Reading

2 PT 3:8-14

Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with
the Lord one day is like a thousand years and a
thousand years like one day. The Lord does not
delay his promise, as some regard “delay,” but he
is patient with you, not wishing that any should
perish but that all should come to repentance. But
the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and
then the heavens will pass away with a mighty
roar and the elements will be dissolved by fire,
and the earth and everything done on it will be
found out.
Since everything is to be dissolved in this way,
what sort of persons ought you to be, conducting
yourselves in holiness and devotion, waiting for
and hastening the coming of the day of God,
because of which the heavens will be dissolved in
flames and the elements melted by fire. But
according to his promise we await new heavens
and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.
Therefore, beloved, since you await these things,
be eager to be found without spot or blemish
before him, at peace.
Gospel

Mk 1:1-8

The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ the
Son of God. As it is written in Isaiah the
prophet:
Behold, I am sending my messenger ahead of you; he
will prepare your way. A voice of one crying out in the

desert: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his
paths.”

resurrection of the dead and the life of the world
to come. Amen.

John the Baptist appeared in the desert
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins.People of the whole Judean
countryside and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem
were going out to him and were being baptized
by him in the Jordan River as they acknowledged
their sins. John was clothed in camel’s hair, with a
leather belt around his waist. He fed on locusts
and wild honey. And this is what he proclaimed:
“One mightier than I is coming after me. I am
not worthy to stoop and loosen the thongs of his
sandals. I have baptized you with water; he will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

Offertory/Communion Hymn

Creed
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker
of heaven and earth, of all things visible and
invisible. I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the
Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father
before all ages. God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
consubstantial with the Father; through him all
things were made. For us men and for our
salvation he came down from heaven,
At the words that follow, up to and including and became man, all bow

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin
Mary and became man. For our sake he was
crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death
and was buried, and rose again on the third day in
accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead and his kingdom will have no
end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. I
believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic
Church. I confess one Baptism for the
forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the

Love, divine, all loves excelling, Joy of heav’n to
earth come down! Fix in us your humble
dwelling; All your faithful mercies crown. Jesus,
source of all compassion, Love unbounded, love
all pure; Visit us with your salvation, Let your
love in us endure.
Come, almighty to deliver; Let us all your life
receive; Suddenly return and never, Never more
your temples leave. Lord, we would be always
blessing, Serve you as your hosts above, Pray, and
praise you without ceasing, Glory in your
precious love.
Communion Antiphon
Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the heights, and
behold the joy which comes to you from God.
Closing Hymn
Wake, O wake and sleep no longer, For he who
calls you is no stranger: Awake, God’s own
Jerusalem! Hear, the midnight bell are chiming
The signal for his royal coming: Let voice to
voice announce his name! We feel his footsteps
near, The Bridegroom at the door – Alleluia! The
lamps will shine with light divine As Christ the
Savior comes to reign.
Zion hears the sound of singing; Our hearts are
thrilled with sudden longing: She stirs, and wakes,
and stand prepared. Christ, her friend, and lord,
and lover, Her star and sun and strong redeemer
– At last his mighty voice is heard. The Son of
God has come To make with us his home: Sing
hosanna! The fight is won, the feast begun; We
fix our eyes on Christ alone.
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