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Since its dedication in 1926, St. Mary’s Cathedral 
has stood as the mother church of the Archdiocese 
of Portland in Oregon. The cathedral belongs to the 
400,000 Catholics of the archdiocese and serves as 
a place of ceremony and celebration for those who 
come here. The cathedral is also a parish church, and 
as such it is home to its parishioners and a welcoming 
place for all visitors. You may have noticed the 
beautiful rose design on our doors as you came in.  
This rose represents Mary, Our Blessed Mother, as 
well as Portland, the City of Roses.

All Are Welcome!

Please Consider a Charitable Bequest to
St. Mary’s Cathedral in your estate planning.

Give Via Weshare

WeShare is simple, and helps our 
Cathedral by saving time and labor. Contact 

Jennifer Overbay with any questions. 
To give, click maryscathedral.weshareonline.org or 

click the QR code on the cover of this bulletin.

Prayer Requests:

Deacon Scott Kolbet
skolbet@cathedralpdx.org

prayerintentions@cathedralpdx.org

Clergy:
Most Reverend Alexander K. Sample, 
 Archbishop of Portland 
Msgr. Patrick S. Brennan, Pastor 
 pbrennan@archdpdx.org 
Deacon Scott Kolbet 
 skolbet@cathedralpdx.org

Cathedral Parish Life:
Jennifer Overbay, Business Manager
 joverbay@cathedralpdx.org 
Alex Chan & Mary Jo Gornick, Receptionists
 hello@cathedralpdx.org 
Sr. Connie Furseth, OSF, Neighborhood Liaison
 cfurseth@cathedralpdx.org
Andrew Hickey, Development Coordinator
 andrewh@cathedralpdx.org

Paulette Peynet, Director of RCIA 
Stephanie Fisher-Hunt, Director 
 Religious Education 
Angela Westhoff-Johnson, Music Director 
Seung Min Oh, Organist 

Shared Leadership: 
Barrett Brooks, Pastoral Council Chair
Jil Morby, Finance Council Chair
Mark Boshears, Knights of Columbus Grand Knight
 stmkoc15295@gmail.com

Cathedral School:
Amy Biggs, Principal 
Susan Hatley, Administrative Assistant 
 shatley@cathedral-or.org 

St. Mary’s Cathedral Parish Mission
St. Mary’s Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception is a 
community of Christians in the Roman Catholic Tradition. 
Inspired by the Holy Spirit, and through the intercession of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, we continue the mission of Jesus 
Christ through liturgy, prayer, education and service toward 
our neighbor. As the cathedral of the Archdiocese of Portland, 
and as a parish community, we offer hospitality to all visitors, 
celebrate archdiocesan events and witness the joy of the Gospel 
to the City of Portland.

St.  Mary’S Cathedral of the IMMaCulate ConCeptIon

Welcome to St.  Mary’s Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception

https://maryscathedral.weshareonline.org/ 
https://maryscathedral.weshareonline.org/ 


During the Advent season the nativity scene gradually 
appears in the cathedral.  The beautiful nativity 
scene is the work of Albl studio in Oberammergau, 
Germany.  The nativity scene is the generous gift of 
individual parishioners of St. Mary’s Cathedral.

Just a year ago our Holy Father, Pope Francis, 
composed a beautiful apostolic letter on the meaning 
and the significance of the nativity scene.  Unusual for 
Vatican documents, the pope’s letter is not a heavy, 
dogmatic treatise on theological themes; rather, it 
is a reflection from a pastor.  Sometimes called a 
crèche (which means a “crib”) or a manger, the scene 
portrays Mary, Joseph, and baby Jesus at his birth 
in Bethlehem.  Because there was “no room in the 
inn,” Jesus was born in the humble surroundings of a 
stable, where he lay his head on straw.  Pope Francis 
draws from this scene “a number of the mysteries of 
Jesus’ life and brings them close to our daily lives.”

Many of us grew up with a nativity scene in our 
home.  I remember very well the nativity scene that 
my mother put out every Advent.  Though it was 
humble like the scene it represents, it was filled with 
beauty and wonder for me.  I would sit before it and 
just look at every element: Mary and Joseph gazing 
on the child, the child with outstretched arms, an ox 
and an ass looking wisely upon the crib, a couple 
of shepherds adoring, a lamb and a chicken a bit 
oblivious to the enormity of the mystery taking place.  
A gold star marked the spot, and a few paces away 
were the three kings, ready to present their gifts.  This 
was the Gospel, the “simple and joyful proclamation 
of the mystery of the Incarnation of the Son of God.”

The apostolic letter highlights some of the elements 
of the nativity scene and what they mean.  The “starry 
night” shows that, even in the darkness, some light 
shines through, giving hope that God never abandons 
us.  The shepherds are the first “to see the most 
essential thing of all: the gift of salvation.”  It is the 
“humble and the poor who greet the event of the 
Incarnation,” not the rich and the powerful.  With the 
birth of Jesus, “no one is excluded or marginalized.”  
Many people (especially children) add additional 
figures to the nativity scene: a blacksmith, a baker, 
a woman carrying water, dogs and cats.  “All of 
this speaks,” the Holy Father says, “of the everyday 
holiness, the joy of doing ordinary things in an 
extraordinary way.”

Central to the nativity scene are the figures of Mary, 
Joseph, and baby Jesus.  Mary is a mother who 
“contemplates her child” and who “does not keep her 
Son only to herself.”  Mary invites us, like her, “to 
obey his word and to put it into practice.”  Joseph 
stands by her side as guardian, the just man, who 
“entrusted himself always to God’s will.”  But it is 
when we place the infant Jesus in the manger that 
the nativity scene comes alive.  “In Jesus, God was 
a child, and in this way, he wished to reveal the 
greatness of his love: by smiling and opening his 
arms to all.”

The nativity scene, simple as it is, allows us to 
comprehend what is incomprehensible: that God 
became a human person—for us and for our salvation.

Msgr. Patrick S. Brennan

Monsignor Patrick Brennan is a native Oregonian who 
attended high school and college at Mount Angel Seminary 
(1965-1973).  He studied theology at the North American 
College and the Gregorian University in Rome (1973-1977; 
1979-1980).  He later studied Canon Law at The Catholic 
University of America (1983-1985).  Msgr. Brennan was 
ordained in 1977 and has held a number of positions in the 
archdiocese: president-rector of Mount Angel Seminary, Vicar 
for Clergy, and presently, Judicial Vicar.  He was appointed 
pastor of St. Mary’s Cathedral in 2011.  His interests include 
Scripture, travel, architecture, photography, and swimming.

a Word froM the paStor



December Mass Intentions
14    5:30pm: In Memory of Diana Ferrua
15     7:30am: Parishioners of St. Mary’s Cathedral
          5:30pm: Jon, Adriene and Evelyn Farrow
16    7:30am: Msgr. Gerard O’Connor
          5:30pm: In Memory of Tom Ficklin
17   7:30am: In Memory of John Labadie
        5:30 pm In Memory of Mario Cesar Romero
18   7:30am: In Memory of William Roche
        5:30pm: In Memory Leo Nell Hogan
19   7:30am: Blanchet House

Financial Report for November 29, 2020
 

WeShare  99
Envelopes 29

Sunday Envelope    2,226
Loose 221
WeShare    4,315
Total Parish  6,762

School  69
Social Services 25
Christmas Flowers 210
Catholic Camp. for Human Development 40
Advent Tree Giving 475

We are grateful for your contributions to 
St. Mary’s Cathedral!  

Dear Cathedral Parishioners, I just wanted to let you 
know how excited I am about taking over as rector 
of the Cathedral in January.  I’m looking forward to 
meeting you all over the coming weeks/months and 
despite these difficult times I hope and pray that I will 
be an effective parish priest for you. I thank Msgr. 
Brennan and the Cathedral staff for being so gracious 
to me in this time of transition. You are in my thoughts 
and prayers at this time and again I look forward to 
getting to know you and work with you in serving the 
Lord and His Church. In Christ, Msgr. G. O’Connor

 This Week at Cathedral
Saturday Vigil Mass 5:30pm
Sunday: 7:30, 9:00 & 11am Mass

We invite you to join us in person for any Sunday Mass. 
Please click here for Mass reservations.

Msgr. Pat’s Vlog: Msgr. Pat has been posting a daily 
vlog (video blog) “In Time of Virus” at 
https://monsignorpat.com/index.html.  Join him for a 3 
minute reflection of the day.

Christmas Schedule
 

Thursday, Christmas Eve
 4:00 pm & 6:00 pm  Vigil of Christmas

 
 Mass at Midnight with

 Archbishop Alexander Sample
 

 Friday, Christmas Day
 7:30 am · 9 am · 11 am

 
 Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God

 Thursday, Dec. 31  5:30 pm Vigil Mass
 Friday, January 1, New Year’s Day 9 am 

This Week at Cathedral

Baptism
Hayes Roth Coppo

Virtual Advent Giving Tree: Donations for our virtual 
Advent giving tree are due by December 15. See the 
parish website for a complete description of the virtual 
tree.

Christmas Flowers in Memory/Honor Of:
Serge D’Rovencourt

Antonio & Blanca Martinez
Patricia M. Irwin
Betty L. Burson

parISh lIfe

$
$
$
$

$
$
$
$
$

https://www.classy.org/give/309149/#!/donation/checkout
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/st-marys-cathedral-mass-tickets-115247789240
https://monsignorpat.com/index.html
https://www.maryscathedral.com/adventgivingtree


Cathedral SChool

    CATHEDRAL SCHOOL 



 

3rd Sunday of Advent 
December 13, 2020 

Entrance Antiphon 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice. 

Indeed, the Lord is near. 

Opening Hymn 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, And ransom 
captive Israel, That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear.   

Ref: Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel Shall come to 
thee, O Israel! 

O come, thou rod of Jesse’s stem, From ev’ry foe 
deliver them that trust thy mighty pow’r to save, 
And give them vict’ry o’er the grave.  Ref: 

O come, Thou Key of David, come, And open 
wide our heav’nly home; Make safe the way that 
leads on high, And close the path to misery.  Ref: 

 

First Reading IS 61:1-2A, 10-11 9-11 

The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because 
the LORD has anointed me; he has sent me to 
bring glad tidings to the poor, to heal the 
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives 
and release to the prisoners, to announce a year 
of favor from the LORD and a day of vindication 
by our God. 

I rejoice heartily in the LORD, in my God is the 
joy of my soul; for he has clothed me with a robe 
of salvation and wrapped me in a mantle of 
justice, like a bridegroom adorned with a diadem, 
like a bride bedecked with her jewels. As the earth 
brings forth its plants, and a garden makes its 
growth spring up, so will the Lord GOD make 
justice and praise spring up before all the nations. 

 

Responsorial:  

My soul rejoices in my God.. 

Second Reading 1 Thes 5:16-24 

Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing.  In all 
circumstances give thanks, for this is the will of 
God for you in Christ Jesus.  Do not quench the 
Spirit.  Do not despise prophetic utterances. Test 
everything; retain what is good. Refrain from 
every kind of evil. 

May the God of peace make you perfectly holy 
and may you entirely, spirit, soul, and body, be 
preserved blameless for the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, 
and he will also accomplish it. 

Gospel  Jn 1:6-8, 19-28 

A man named John was sent from God.  He 
came for testimony, to testify to the light, so that 
all might believe through him.  He was not the 
light, but came to testify to the light. 

And this is the testimony of John. 
When the Jews from Jerusalem sent priests 
and Levites to him to ask him, “Who are you?” 
He admitted and did not deny it, but admitted, “I 
am not the Christ.”  So they asked him, “What 
are you then? Are you Elijah?”  And he said, “I 
am not.”  “Are you the Prophet?” He answered, 
“No.”  So they said to him, “Who are you, so we 
can give an answer to those who sent us? What 
do you have to say for yourself?”  
 

He said:  “I am the voice of one crying out in the desert, 
‘make straight the way of the Lord,’” as Isaiah the 
prophet said.” 
 

Some Pharisees were also sent.  They asked him, 
“Why then do you baptize if you are not the 
Christ or Elijah or the Prophet?”  John answered 
them, “I baptize with water; but there is one 
among you whom you do not recognize, the one 



 
who is coming after me, whose sandal strap I am 
not worthy to untie.” This happened in Bethany 
across the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 

Creed 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker 
of heaven and earth, of all things visible and 
invisible. I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father 
before all ages. God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
consubstantial with the Father; through him all 
things were made. For us men and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven,  
At the words that follow, up to and including and became man, all bow 

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin 
Mary and became man. For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death 
and was buried, and rose again on the third day in 
accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead and his kingdom will have no 
end. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of 
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is adored and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. I 
believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic 
Church. I confess one Baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world 
to come. Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Offertory/Communion Hymn 

O God beyond all praising, We worship you 
today and sing the love amazing That songs 
cannot repay.  For we can only wonder At ev’ry 
gift you send, At blessings without number and 
mercies without end: We lift our hearts before 
you And wait upon your word, We honor and 
adore you, Our great and mighty Lord. 

Then hear, O gracious Savior, Accept the love we 
bring, That we who know your favor May serve 
you as our King; And whether our tomorrows Be 
filled with good or ill, We’ll triumph through our 
sorrows And rise to bless you still:  To marvel at 
your beauty And glory in your ways, And make a 
joyful duty Our sacrifice of praise. 

Communion Antiphon 

Say to the faint of heart: Be strong and do not 
fear.   

Behold, our God will come, and he will save us. 

Closing Hymn 

On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry Announces 
that the Lord is nigh; Awake and hearken for he 
brings Glad tidings of the King of kings. 

Then cleansed be ev’ry soul from sin; Make 
straight the way of God within, Prepare we in our 
hearts a home, Where such a mighty guest may 
come. 

All praise, eternal Son, to thee Whose advent set 
thy people free, Whom with the Father we adore 
And Holy Spirit evermore. 

 
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States 
of America, second typical edition © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. Used with permission. 
All rights reserved.  

Excerpts from the English translation of Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 
1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation, (ICEL); 
excerpts from the English translation of The Roman Missal © 2010, ICEL. All 
rights reserved. 


