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Since its dedication in 1926, St. Mary’s Cathedral 
has stood as the mother church of the Archdiocese 
of Portland in Oregon. The cathedral belongs to the 
400,000 Catholics of the archdiocese and serves as 
a place of ceremony and celebration for those who 
come here. The cathedral is also a parish church, and 
as such it is home to its parishioners and a welcoming 
place for all visitors. You may have noticed the 
beautiful rose design on our doors as you came in.  
This rose represents Mary, Our Blessed Mother, as 
well as Portland, the City of Roses.

All Are Welcome!

Please Consider a Charitable Bequest to
St. Mary’s Cathedral in your estate planning.

Give Via Weshare

WeShare is simple, and helps our 
Cathedral by saving time and labor. Contact 

Jennifer Overbay with any questions. 
To give, click maryscathedral.weshareonline.org or 

click the QR code on the cover of this bulletin.

Prayer Requests:

Deacon Scott Kolbet
skolbet@cathedralpdx.org

prayerintentions@cathedralpdx.org

Clergy:
Most Reverend Alexander K. Sample, 
 Archbishop of Portland 
Msgr. Patrick S. Brennan, Pastor 
 pbrennan@archdpdx.org 
Deacon Scott Kolbet 
 skolbet@cathedralpdx.org

Cathedral Parish Life:
Jennifer Overbay, Business Manager
 joverbay@cathedralpdx.org 
Alex Chan & Mary Jo Gornick, Receptionists
 hello@cathedralpdx.org 
Sr. Connie Furseth, OSF, Neighborhood Liaison
 cfurseth@cathedralpdx.org
Andrew Hickey, Development Coordinator
 andrewh@cathedralpdx.org

Paulette Peynet, Director of RCIA 
Stephanie Fisher-Hunt, Director 
 Religious Education 
Angela Westhoff-Johnson, Music Director 
Seung Min Oh, Organist 

Shared Leadership: 
Barrett Brooks, Pastoral Council Chair
Jil Morby, Finance Council Chair
Mark Boshears, Knights of Columbus Grand Knight
 stmkoc15295@gmail.com

Cathedral School:
Amy Biggs, Principal 
Susan Hatley, Administrative Assistant 
 shatley@cathedral-or.org 

St. Mary’s Cathedral Parish Mission
St. Mary’s Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception is a 
community of Christians in the Roman Catholic Tradition. 
Inspired by the Holy Spirit, and through the intercession of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, we continue the mission of Jesus 
Christ through liturgy, prayer, education and service toward 
our neighbor. As the cathedral of the Archdiocese of Portland, 
and as a parish community, we offer hospitality to all visitors, 
celebrate archdiocesan events and witness the joy of the Gospel 
to the City of Portland.

St.  Mary’S Cathedral of the IMMaCulate ConCeptIon

Welcome to St.  Mary’s Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception



Christmas is just a few days away, so I thought I 
would offer a brief reflection on the Incarnation, 
that God took human flesh and lived among us.  We 
celebrate this great mystery on Christmas, a feast of 
light, hope, beauty, and joy.  Christmas reminds us 
that, despite all, “a light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness has not overcome it.”

In this regard, a friend recently sent me a passage 
from J.R.R. Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings that reminds 
us of the deeper meaning of Christmas.  The scene 
involves Frodo and Sam.  While taking a rest in their 
long struggle to conquer evil, they look up into the 
sky.

There, peeping among the cloud wrack, above 
a dark tor high up in the mountains, Sam saw 
a white star twinkle for a while.  The beauty 
of it smote his heart as he looked up out of 
the forsaken land, and hope returned to him.  
For like a shaft, clear and cold, the thought 
pierced him that in the end the Shadow was 
only a small and passing thing: there was light 
and high beauty forever beyond its reach.

That “light and high beauty” is God who loves the 
world and all of us who live in the world.  But this love 
isn’t always easy to know, or to experience.  After all 
of the challenges of the past year, we even wonder if 
there IS a God, let alone a loving and compassionate 
and caring God.  For this reason, Christmas comes at 
a very good time.

For a child is born to us, a son is given us; 
upon his shoulder dominion rests.  They name 
him Wonder-Counselor, God-Hero, Father-
Forever, Prince of Peace.

God’s love for us goes back a long time—even 
before creation, before all time.  We perhaps forget 
that creation is a sign, even a proof, that God loves 
us.  Philosophers and theologians ask the question, 
“If God is the perfect being, who needs nothing and 
is perfectly happy in his own nature, why would he 
bother to make anything at all?”

The answer to that is love.  Since God needs nothing, 
whatever he does is for the sake of the other—for 
us.  God loved the world into being!  And even more, 
“God so loved the world that he gave us his Son, that 
everyone who believes in him might have eternal 
life.”

And who could have guessed that God would come 
to us as a baby!  As one second grader told me, “God 
came as a baby so we wouldn’t be afraid of him.”

Christmas reminds us that there is goodness in the 
world, if we just take the time to see it.  But we 
shouldn’t look in palaces, or in the realms of power, 
or in the bright lights of commerce, or the gaudy 
pleasures of entertainment.  Rather, we look to a 
humble stable, to a child in a manger, to two loving 
parents, and a star overhead.  Here is our peace, our 
hope, our joy, our Loving God who has come to save 
us.  Immanuel: God with us.

Msgr. Patrick S. Brennan

Monsignor Patrick Brennan is a native Oregonian who 
attended high school and college at Mount Angel Seminary 
(1965-1973).  He studied theology at the North American 
College and the Gregorian University in Rome (1973-1977; 
1979-1980).  He later studied Canon Law at The Catholic 
University of America (1983-1985).  Msgr. Brennan was 
ordained in 1977 and has held a number of positions in the 
archdiocese: president-rector of Mount Angel Seminary, Vicar 
for Clergy, and presently, Judicial Vicar.  He was appointed 
pastor of St. Mary’s Cathedral in 2011.  His interests include 
Scripture, travel, architecture, photography, and swimming.

a Word froM the paStor



December Mass Intentions
21   5:30pm: In Memory of Dan Sanders
22   7:30am: Chi-Keun Oh
          5:30pm: In Memory of Agustin Badillo
23   7:30am: Fr. Freddy Ocun
          5:30pm: In Memory of Leo & Nell Hogan
24   7:30pm: In Memory of Patricia Gambee
25   Christmas Day
26  7:30am: Blanchet House

Financial Report for December 06, 2020
 

WeShare  166
Envelopes 24

Sunday Envelope    1,880
Loose 381
WeShare    13,170
Total Parish  15,431

School  369
Social Services 165
Christmas Flowers 15
Catholic Camp. for Human Development 40
Advent Tree Giving 1,025
Sunday School of Religion 15
Adult Faith 5

We are grateful for your contributions to 
St. Mary’s Cathedral!  

WeShare (Online Giving): We need your help to 
keep our parish operating! Please give via WeShare 
maryscathedral.weshareonline.org and sign up for 
recurring donations.

Join Our Mailing List: E-mail Jennifer at 
joverbay@cathedralpdx.org to be added to our mailing 
list. We want to stay in touch with you.

 This Week at Cathedral
Saturday Vigil Mass 5:30pm
Sunday: 7:30, 9:00 & 11am Mass

We invite you to join us in person for any Sunday Mass. 
Please click here for Mass reservations.

Msgr. Pat’s Vlog: Msgr. Pat has been posting a daily 
vlog (video blog) “In Time of Virus” at 
https://monsignorpat.com/index.html.  Join him for a 3 
minute reflection of the day.

Christmas Schedule
 

Thursday, Christmas Eve
 4:00 pm & 6:00 pm Vigil of Christmas

11:30 pm Carol Service
 

 Mass at Midnight with
 Archbishop Alexander Sample

 
 Friday, Christmas Day
 7:30 am · 9 am · 11 am

 
 Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God

 Thursday, Dec. 31  5:30 pm Vigil Mass
 Friday, January 1, New Year’s Day 9 am 

This Week at Cathedral

Baptism
Cameron Milazzo Angel

Daily Mass Schedule Change as of Monday,
January 4, 2021: Monday 5:30pm; Tuesday -
Saturday 7:30am. St. Patrick has a daily Mass at
6pm for those wishing to attend evening Mass.
Confessions will be Monday and Saturday from
4:00-5:15pm. There are no changes to the
weekend schedule.
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Cathedral SChool

    CATHEDRAL SCHOOL 



 

4th Sunday of Advent 
December 20, 2020 

Entrance Antiphon 
Drop down dew from above, you heavens, and let 
the clouds rain down the Just One; let the earth be 
opened and bring forth a Savior. 

Opening Hymn 
O come, O come, Emmanuel, And ransom captive 
Israel, That mourns in lonely exile here Until the 
Son of God appear. Ref: Rejoice!  Rejoice!  
Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

O come, Thou Dayspring from on high And cheer 
us by thy drawin nigh; Disperse the gloomy clouds 
of night, And death’s dark shadow put to flight.  
Ref: 

O come, Desire of nations, bind in one the hearts 
of all humankind; Bid thou our sad divisions cease, 
And be thyself our Prince of Peace.  Ref: 

First Reading 2 Sam 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16 
When King David was settled in his palace, and the 
LORD had given him rest from his enemies on 
every side, he said to Nathan the prophet, “Here I 
am living in a house of cedar, while the ark of God 
dwells in a tent!”  Nathan answered the king, “Go, 
do whatever you have in mind, for the LORD is 
with you.” 

But that night the LORD spoke to Nathan and 
said: “Go, tell my servant David, ‘Thus says the 
LORD: Should you build me a house to dwell in?’“  
"'It was I who took you from the pasture and from 
the care of the flock to be commander of my 
people Israel. I have been with you wherever you 
went, and I have destroyed all your enemies before 
you.  And I will make you famous like the great 
ones of the earth. .I will fix a place for my people 
Israel; I will plant them so that they may dwell in 
their place without further disturbance.  Neither 
shall the wicked continue to afflict them as they did 

of old, since the time I first appointed judges over 
my people Israel.  I will give you rest from all your 
enemies. The LORD also reveals to you that he will 
establish a house for you.  And when your time 
comes and you rest with your ancestors, I will raise 
up your heir after you, sprung from your loins, and 
I will make his kingdom firm. I will be a father to 
him, and he shall be a son to me.  Your house and 
your kingdom shall endure forever before me; your 
throne shall stand firm forever.'” 

Responsorial:  

Forever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 

Second Reading Romans 16:25-27 
Brothers and sisters: 
To him who can strengthen you, according to my 
gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ,  
according to the revelation of the mystery kept 
secret for long ages but now manifested through 
the prophetic writings and, according to the 
command of the eternal God, made known to all 
nations to bring about the obedience of faith, to the 
only wise God, through Jesus Christ be glory 
forever and ever.  Amen. 
Gospel  Luke 1:26-38 
The angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of 
Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a 
man named Joseph, of the house of David, and the 
virgin’s name was Mary. And coming to her, he 
said, “Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with you.”  
But she was greatly troubled at what was said and 
pondered what sort of greeting this might be.  Then 
the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for 
you have found favor with God. “Behold, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you 
shall name him Jesus.  He will be great and will be 
called Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will 
give him the throne of David his father, and he will 
rule over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 
kingdom there will be no end.”  But Mary said to 
the angel, “How can this be, since I have no 



 
relations with a man?”  And the angel said to her in 
reply, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you. 
Therefore the child to be born will be called holy, 
the Son of God.  And behold, Elizabeth, your 
relative, has also conceived a son in her old age, and 
this is the sixth month for her who was called 
barren; for nothing will be impossible for God.”  
Mary said, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the 
Lord.  May it be done to me according to your 
word.” Then the angel departed from her. 

Creed 
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only 
Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all 
ages. God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial 
with the Father; through him all things were made. 
For us men and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven,  
At the words that follow, up to and including and became man, all bow 

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin 
Mary and became man. For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death 
and was buried, and rose again on the third day in 
accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead and his kingdom will have no end. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of 
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is adored and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. I 
believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

Offertory/Communion Hymn 
Love divine, all loves excelling, Joy of heav’n to 
earth come down!  Fix in us your humble dwelling; 
All your faithful mercies crown.  Jesus, source of all 
compassion, Love unbounded, love all pure; Visit 
us with your salvation, Let your love in us endure. 

Come, almighty to deliver; Let us all your life 
receive; Suddenly return and never, Never more 
your temples leave. Lord, we would be always 
blessing, Serve you as your hosts above, Pray, and 
praise you without ceasing, Glory in your precious 
love. 

Communion Antiphon 
Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and bear a son; and 
his name will be called Emmanuel. 

Closing Hymn 
People, look East.  The time is near Of the 
crowning of the year.  Make your house fair as you 
are able.  Trim the hearth and set the table.  People, 
look East, and sing today: Love, the Guest, is on 
the way. 

Furrows, be glad, though earth is bare.  One more 
seed is planted there; Give up your strength the see 
to nourish, That in course the flow’r may flourish.  
People, look East, and sing today:  Love, the Rose 
is on the way. 

Stars, keep the watch when night is dim.  One more 
light the bowl shall brim.  Shining beyond the frosty 
weather, Bright as sun and moon together.  People, 
look East, and sing today:  Love the Star, is on the 
way. 

Angels, announce on this great feast:  Him who 
cometh from the East.  Set ev’ry peak and valley 
hummin With the word, the Lord is coming.  
People, look East, and sing today:  Love, the Lord, 
is on the way. 

 
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States 
of America, second typical edition © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. Used with permission. 
All rights reserved.  

Excerpts from the English translation of Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 
1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation, (ICEL); 
excerpts from the English translation of The Roman Missal © 2010, ICEL. All 
rights reserved. 


