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Liturgical Schedule

Saturday Vigil Mass:
5:30 p.m.

Sunday Masses:
7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m. Congregational Singing
11:00 a.m. Choir
5:30 p.m. Contemporary Ensemble

Daily Masses:
7:30 a.m. (except Monday) & 5:30 p.m.

Reconciliation (Confession):
Saturday 4:00 p.m. through 5:15 p.m.
Other times by appointment

Sunday, October 27th, Ordinary Time



Since its dedication in 1926, St. Mary’s Cathedral 
has stood as the mother church of the Archdiocese 
of Portland in Oregon. The cathedral belongs to the 
400,000 Catholics of the archdiocese and serves as 
a place of ceremony and celebration for those who 
come here. The cathedral is also a parish church, and 
as such it is home to its parishioners and a welcoming 
place for all visitors. You may have noticed the 
beautiful rose design on our doors as you came in.  
This rose represents Mary, Our Blessed Mother, as 
well as Portland, the City of Roses.

All Are Welcome!

Please Consider a Charitable Bequest to
St. Mary’s Cathedral in your estate planning.

Have you signed up for electronic giving?

If you are interested in e-giving, please visit our 
website at maryscathedral.com and click on the 
Online Giving button. E-giving is simple, and helps 
our Cathedral by saving time and labor. Contact 
Jennifer Overbay with any questions.

Prayer Requests:

Deacon Scott Kolbet
skolbet@cathedralpdx.org

prayerintentions@cathedralpdx.org

Clergy:
Most Reverend Alexander K. Sample, 
 Archbishop of Portland 
Msgr. Patrick S. Brennan, Pastor 
 pbrennan@archdpdx.org 
Deacon Scott Kolbet 
 skolbet@cathedralpdx.org

Cathedral Parish Life:
Jennifer Overbay, Business Manager
 joverbay@cathedralpdx.org 
Alex Chan & Mary Jo Gornick, Receptionists
 hello@cathedralpdx.org 
Sr. Connie Furseth, OSF, Neighborhood Liaison
 cfurseth@cathedralpdx.org
Andrew Hickey, Development Coordinator
 andrewh@cathedralpdx.org

Paulette Peynet, Director of RCIA 
Stephanie Fisher-Hunt, Director 
 Religious Education 
Angela Westhoff-Johnson, Music Director 
Seung Min Oh, Organist 

Shared Leadership: 
Barrett Brooks, Pastoral Council Chair
Jil Morby, Finance Council Chair
Mark Boshears, Knights of Columbus Grand Knight
 stmkoc15295@gmail.com
Rick Ganji, St. Vincent de Paul President
 SVDP@cathedralpdx.org

Cathedral School:
Amy Biggs, Principal 
Susan Hatley, Administrative Assistant 
 shatley@cathedral-or.org 

St. Mary’s Cathedral Parish Mission
St. Mary’s Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception is a 
community of Christians in the Roman Catholic Tradition. 
Inspired by the Holy Spirit, and through the intercession of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, we continue the mission of Jesus 
Christ through liturgy, prayer, education and service toward 
our neighbor. As the cathedral of the Archdiocese of Portland, 
and as a parish community, we offer hospitality to all visitors, 
celebrate archdiocesan events and witness the joy of the Gospel 
to the City of Portland.

St.  Mary’S Cathedral of the IMMaCulate ConCeptIon

Welcome to St.  Mary’s Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception



Coming up this week is Halloween, along with its 
related feasts of All Saints and All Souls.  Each year 
I do a column on these important events to give us a 
little history and to reminds us of their importance in 
our tradition.   November is the month, of course, in 
which we remember our beloved dead and pray for 
them.  May they rest in peace!

Halloween is a contraction of “All Hallows Eve”; 
that is, the eve of All Saints (Hallows).  All Saints’ 
Day, a Catholic feast and Holy Day of Obligation, is 
November 1st, and its celebration begins the evening 
before (October 31st).  Both the feast and the vigil 
have been celebrated by Catholics since the 8th 
century when they were established by Pope Gregory 
III in Rome and later expanded to the universal 
Church.

Over the centuries, many different customs and 
traditions got mixed into Halloween.  Elements of 
a Celtic festival found their way into Halloween 
celebrations in Ireland and England, even among 
Catholics, and some of these traditions—shorn 
of their paganism—continue today.  The Celtic 
elements of Halloween include lighting bonfires, 
carving pumpkins (originally turnips!), and going 
house to house for treats.  Oddly, the darker aspects 
of Halloween—e.g., ghosts and demons—actually 
come from our own Catholic tradition.  Custom had 
it that, on certain days, the “veil” that separates this 
life from the next—Heaven, Hell, and Purgatory—
was very thin, allowing ghosts from Purgatory (or 
even demons from Hell) to appear.  Our custom of 

Halloween costumes and masks reflects this Christian 
and Celtic tradition, adding a bit of scariness and fear 
to the day.

From ghosts and goblins we move to real saints and 
real souls on All Saints’ Day and All Souls’ Day 
(sometimes referred to as the “Day of the Dead”).  
While there are similarities between these two days, 
the focus of each is quite different.  This difference 
comes out quite clearly in the opening prayers for 
each feast.  On All Saints we read this:

May these offerings we bring in honor of all the saints 
be pleasing to you, O Lord; and grant that, just as we 
believe the saints to be already assured of immortality, 
so we may experience their concern for our salvation.

Because the saints are in glory, we pray that we 
might experience their concern for us.  In contrast, 
the prayer for All Souls says this:

Look favorably on our offerings, O Lord, so that your 
departed servants may be taken up into glory with 
your Son, in whose great mystery of love we are all 
united.

The prayer of November 1st expresses the saints’ 
loving concern for us; the prayer of November 2nd 
expresses our loving concern for those who have 
gone before us, that they “may be taken up into glory 
with your Son.”  This is the Communion of Saints, 
united in love, and no human power can ever separate 
us—now, and into eternity.  Amen.

Msgr. Patrick S. Brennan

Monsignor Patrick Brennan is a native Oregonian and and 
attended high school and college at Mount Angel Seminary 
(1965-1973). He studied theology at the Gregorian University 
in Rome (1973-1977; 1979-1980), and studied Canon Law 
at The Catholic University of America (1983-1985). He was 
ordained a priest in 1977, and became the pastor of St. Mary’s 
Cathedral in 2011. His role as pastor is to assist parishioners 
in living out the Gospel in their daily lives. He loves 
architecture, travel and digital photography.  

a Word froM the paStor



October/November Mass Intentions
October

28  5:30pm: In Memory of Ruth Ann Gorsky
29  7:30am: Mary Lou Leahy
30 7:30am: Deceased Members of St. Mary's   
    Cathedral
 5:30pm: In Memory of Clifford Hegstad
31   7:30am: Steven Sawyer
 5:30pm: In Memory of Sr. Fidelis Frank

November
  1   7:30am: In Memory of Susie Verdurmen
 5:30pm: In Memory of Bronislaw Rydzik
  2  7:30am: Blanchet House
 
If you would like to join in praying for our community, 
contact Deacon Scott.  Requests are sent out weekly 
by email. 

Financial Report for October 20, 2019

E-giving  106
Envelopes 103

Sunday Envelope    5,647
E-Giving    5,934
Loose Collection    2,625
Total Parish  14,206

Social Services   12
School                     100
Tree Removal 2,000
World Mission 1,360

We are grateful for your contributions to 
Cathedral!           

Called to Serve: Would you be willing to help out at 
Mass on Sundays?  We are in great need of Eucharistic 
Ministers at all of our weekend Masses.  Please call 
the office if you can help.

 This Week At Cathedral
27 Coffee & Donuts after 9am Mass                                                        
28 Bible & Salvation Study 6:30pm
29 Altar Server Training 6:30pm
30 RCIA 7pm
31 Vigil Mass All Saints
Nov 1 All Saints Day
2 First Saturday

Celebrations in Our Parish This Past Week
Baptisms

Carter Cook, Elias Cook, Gavin Long, 
Chloe Seuc-Rocher & Leora Siuty

All Saints Day is Friday, November 1 and a Holy Day 
of Obligation.  The  Masses to celebrate this feast day 
are:  5:30pm, Thursday, October 31, and Thursday, 
November 1 at 7:30am, 12:15pm and 5:30pm.

Bible and Salvation History:  Want to learn more 
about what’s in the Bible and about God’s plan 
as seen through Scripture? Join Deacon Scott on 
Monday evenings, at 6:30pm in St. Joseph Hall.  All 
are welcome.

Altar Server Training:  Any student, grades 4 and 
up, who is interested in becoming an altar server or 
wanting a refresher, are asked to call the parish office 
with their name and phone number.  Training will be 
Tuesday, October 29 and November 12. The sessions 
are from 6:30-8pm in the Cathedral. Students only 
need attend one session. Parents are encouraged to 
stay for the training. 

First Saturday, November 2:  There will be 
Confessions and  the recitation of the Rosary after 
the 7:30am Mass.

All Souls’ Day Masses Saturday, November 2 at 
Gethsemani Catholic Cemetery at 10am with 
Archbishop Sample and at Mt Calvary Cemetery with 
Bishop Peter Smith.  Each year we commemorate the 
memory of our loved ones who have gone before us 
to their eternal rest.

parISh lIfe
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parISh lIfe

You are invited to the annual 11 am Requiem Mass 
on Sunday, November 3.  The Cathedral Choir will 
sing the Requiem of John Rutter.  We welcome all 
parishioners and visitors to this special celebration as 
we remember all the faithful departed  as well those 
names listed on the banner.

The Book of Remembrance:  November is the 
month in which we, in a special way, remember those 
who have died and gone before us.  We are invited 
and encouraged to write the names of the deceased for 
whom we would like the parish to pray, in the book 
just outside the Eucharistic Chapel.   Also placed in 
the book will be the names written on the All Souls 
Day offertory envelopes.

Thinking about becoming Catholic?

Join us Wednesdays from 7 to 8:30 p.m.

Cathedral Center, N.W. 17th, nearest Davis

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is a

 faith formation process:
instruction ● prayer ● worship ● community

Paulette Peynet, Cathedral RCIA Director

503-223-6052 ● paulette@prinstitute.org

High School Confirmation 2020: The 
Confirmation Mass for high school students will 
be held at the cathedral on Wednesday, April 22, 
at 7pm. High school classes will begin on Sunday, 
January 12, 2020 and continue through March 15, 
2020. Parents are invited to access the registration 
forms and other information on the website under 
“Sacraments.” Registration will close on December 
13, 2019.

Society of St. Vincent De Paul
Cathedral Conference

St. Mary's Cathedral is reestablishing our parish 
conference of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul. 
Last month, the new conference approved Rick 
Ganji as the conference president. 

We hope that many parishioners will join in this 
excellent work of spiritual growth and service to 
anyone living in poverty. If you would like to be 
a part of the St. Vincent de Paul Society, let Rick 
know through our dedicated email 
SVDP@cathedralpdx.org. Thank you and many 
blessings upon you and all who serve in this 
conference and are served by it!



SpIrItual and faIth forMatIon

A LITTLE HISTORY OF CHURCH 
PAVEMENTS: ST. MARY’S CATHEDRAL

When Cardinal William Levada (then Archbishop 
Levada of Portland) was directing the restoration 
of our cathedral over twenty years ago, he kept the 
long history of church architecture in mind. We can 
see the results all around the cathedral, in the rich 
symbolism which surrounds us, in the masterful 
combination of historic and contemporary elements, 
and in the references to the architectural heritage of 
the Roman Catholic Church. 

Part of this heritage includes the floor, or pavement 
of the cathedral, which references the Cosmatesque 
pavements of Rome and the surrounding area. We 
briefly studied the Cosmati pavements last week, 
and, if we look closely at our cathedral pavement,
we can see the influence of these patterns reflected in 
the surface upon which we walk, from the beautiful 
figures surrounding the baptismal font, to the square 
patterns leading to the altar, to the spiral images at 
the foot of the stairs leading to the altar (representing 
the twelve apostles), to the same spirals surrounding 
the altar itself. 

The spiral and the square reflect pre-Christian and 
Christian symbolism. The spiral has long represented 
the journey of life as it unfolds and changes, in the 
way of all natural beings. It also symbolizes the 
eternal spirit, our belief in eternal life. From ancient 
times, the square has symbolized the four corners of 
the Earth, a geometric understanding of our universe. 
In a later interpretation, the square is a reminder of 
the four Evangelists.

Thanks to Cardinal Levada for having the vision to 
incorporate so much history and symbolism into our 
beautiful cathedral.  Now it is up to us to continue 
to develop our own vision of  the parish, our own 
community of beauty and welcome.

- Sr. Connie Furseth, OSF




