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Liturgical Schedule

Saturday Vigil Mass:
5:30 p.m.

Sunday Masses:
7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m. Congregational Singing
11:00 a.m. Choir
5:30 p.m. Contemporary Ensemble

Daily Masses:
7:30 a.m. (except Monday) & 5:30 p.m.

Reconciliation (Confession):
Saturday 4:00 p.m. through 5:15 p.m.
Other times by appointment

Sunday, September 15th, Ordinary Time



Since its dedication in 1926, St. Mary’s Cathedral 
has stood as the mother church of the Archdiocese 
of Portland in Oregon. The cathedral belongs to the 
400,000 Catholics of the archdiocese and serves as 
a place of ceremony and celebration for those who 
come here. The cathedral is also a parish church, and 
as such it is home to its parishioners and a welcoming 
place for all visitors. You may have noticed the 
beautiful rose design on our doors as you came in.  
This rose represents Mary, Our Blessed Mother, as 
well as Portland, the City of Roses.

All Are Welcome!

Please Consider a Charitable Bequest to
St. Mary’s Cathedral in your estate planning.

Have you signed up for electronic giving?

If you are interested in e-giving, please visit our 
website at  maryscathedral.com and click on the 

Online Giving button. E-giving is simple, and helps 
our Cathedral by saving time and labor.

Prayer Requests:

Deacon Scott Kolbet
skolbet@cathedralpdx.org

prayerintentions@cathedralpdx.org

Clergy:
Most Reverend Alexander K. Sample, 
 Archbishop of Portland 
Msgr. Patrick S. Brennan, Pastor 
 pbrennan@archdpdx.org 
Deacon Scott Kolbet 
 skolbet@cathedralpdx.org

Cathedral Parish Life:
Jennifer Overbay, Business Manager
 joverbay@cathedralpdx.org 
Alex Chan & Mary Jo Gornick, Receptionists
 hello@cathedralpdx.org 
Sr. Connie Furseth, OSF, Neighborhood Liaison
 cfurseth@cathedralpdx.org

Paulette Peynet, Director of RCIA 
Stephanie Fisher-Hunt, Director 
 Religious Education 
Angela Westhoff-Johnson, Music Director 
Seung Min Oh, Organist 

Shared Leadership: 
Barrett Brooks, Pastoral Council Chair
Jil Morby, Finance Council Chair
Mark Boshears, Knights of Columbus Grand Knight
 stmkoc15295@gmail.com

Cathedral School:
Amy Biggs, Principal 
Susan Hatley, Administrative Assistant 
 shatley@cathedral-or.org 

St. Mary’s Cathedral Parish Mission
St. Mary’s Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception is a 
community of Christians in the Roman Catholic Tradition. 
Inspired by the Holy Spirit, and through the intercession of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, we continue the mission of Jesus 
Christ through liturgy, prayer, education and service toward 
our neighbor. As the cathedral of the Archdiocese of Portland, 
and as a parish community, we offer hospitality to all visitors, 
celebrate archdiocesan events and witness the joy and the Good 
News of Jesus Christ to the City of Portland. 

St.  Mary’S Cathedral of the IMMaCulate ConCeptIon

Welcome to St.  Mary’s Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception



Tuesday, September 17, is the feast of St. Hildegard 
of Bingen (1098-1179), one of the most remarkable 
religious women of all time.  I first became acquainted 
with Hildegard through music.  A recording of her 
music came out in 1983 entitled “A Feather on the 
Breath of God” (CDA66039).  I bought it, and I still 
enjoy listening to it: peaceful, ethereal, spiritually 
moving poems set to music by Hildegard.  The title 
of the CD comes from Hildegard’s description of 
herself: “Then it pleased the king (God) to raise a 
small feather from the ground, and he commanded 
it to fly.  The feather flew, not because of anything in 
itself but because the air bore it along.  Thus am I.”

Hildegard was born into a noble German family in 
the year 1098.  From her earliest years Hildegard 
had visions that revealed to her the presence of God 
and the mysteries of God’s creation.  Recognizing 
her gifts, Hildegard was placed at the age of 8 under 
the tutelage of a wise abbess named Jutta at the 
Benedictine abbey of Disibodenberg.  At the age of 
18, Hildegard entered the same community, where 
her confessor ordered her to write down her visions.  
Eventually, Hildegard succeeded Jutta as abbess of 
the monastery.

In Hildegard’s visions, human beings as well as the 
entire cosmos burst forth from the love of God like 
splendorous rays and living sparks emanating from 
the sun.  Human beings have a special place in this 
creation as “co-creators” with God in shaping the 
world.  Though sin fractured the harmony of this 
beautiful vision of creation, humanity is invited back 

to God’s original blessing through the redemption of 
Jesus Christ.

Hildegard’s first theological work was entitled 
Scivias (“Know the Ways”), explaining that she 
“spoke and wrote these things not by the invention 
of my heart or that of any other person, but as by the 
secret mysteries of God I heard and received them 
in the heavenly places. And again I heard a voice 
from Heaven saying to me, ‘Cry out, therefore, and 
write thus!’”  The writings of Hildegard came to the 
attention of Pope Eugenius when he visited the city 
of Trier, and he subsequently gave papal approval for 
her to document her visions.  She completed three 
volumes of theology at a time when women’s voices 
were rarely heard in the Church or in society, along 
with books on medicine and botany.  Over 400 of her 
letters are extant, sent to popes, emperors, abbots, 
bishops, and other notable figures who sought her 
advice.  Perhaps most remarkable of all, we have 
many of her sermons which she delivered publicly 
over a 10-year period.

Hildegard was widely recognized as a saint shortly 
after her death, though her formal recognition took 
much longer.  It was Pope Benedict XVI who finally 
declared her a saint, granting her the additional title of 
Doctor of the Church in 2012.  He asked the Church 
to invoke the Holy Spirit to “inspire in the Church 
holy and courageous women like St. Hildegard who 
make their own valuable contribution to the spiritual 
development of our communities and of the Church 
in our time.”

Msgr. Patrick S. Brennan

Monsignor Patrick Brennan is a native Oregonian and and 
attended high school and college at Mount Angel Seminary 
(1965-1973). He studied theology at the Gregorian University 
in Rome (1973-1977; 1979-1980), and studied Canon Law 
at The Catholic University of America (1983-1985). He was 
ordained a priest in 1977, and became the pastor of St. Mary’s 
Cathedral in 2011. His role as pastor is to assist parishioners 
in living out the Gospel in their daily lives. He loves 
architecture, travel and digital photography.  

a Word froM the paStor



September Mass Intentions
16  5:30pm: In Memory of John Russell Patton
17  7:30am: In Memory of Raphael Rhee
 5:30pm: Laszlo Lantos
18   7:30am: Karen Spencer
 5:30pm: In Memory of June Shelton Jones
19  7:30am: In Memory of Virginia H. Chiles
 5:30pm: Chi-Keun Oh
20  7:30am: Pope Francis
 5:30pm: In Memory of Bronislaw Rydzik
21  7:30am: Blanchet House

If you would like to join in praying for our community, 
contact Deacon Scott.  Requests are sent out weekly 
by email. 

Financial Report for September 08, 2019

E-giving  83
Envelopes 120

Sunday Envelope    6,082
E-Giving    3,065
Loose Collection    1,873
Total Parish  11,020

Tree Removal:   1,025
Social Services:   122
School:                      315
Liturgical Music: 60

We are grateful for your contributions to 
Cathedral!                

Hurricane Dorian Relief for the Bahamas:  Please go to 
the Catholic Relief Services website: crs.org

Faustina: Messenger of Mercy, will be performed at 
St. Mary’s Cathedral on Friday, September 20, 7:30 p.m.  
Please join us for this acclaimed performance by St. Luke 
Productions and starring Jennifer Pagano.  Admission is 
free, and a free-will offering is gratefully accepted.  The 
apparitions of St. Faustina inspired the very popular 
Roman Catholic devotion to the Divine Mercy.

This Week At Cathedral
15 Coffee and Donuts after the 9am Mass
 New Parishioner Reception 4pm
19 Baptismal Prep. Class 7pm
20 Faustina 7:30pm

Baptismal Prepartion for Parents of Infants: The next 
session will be on Thursday, September 19 at 7pm in St. 
Joseph Hall at the Cathedral Center.  Enter from 17th 
Street.

Bible and Salvation History:  Want to learn more about 
what’s in the bible and about God’s plan as seen through 
Scripture?  Join Deacon Scott on Monday evenings, 
starting September 23 at 6:30pm in St. Joseph Hall.  All 
are welcome.
      
The Parish Religious Education Classes: For our 
Parish children not attending Catholic School, we offer 
the required two year curriculum of study, in preparation 
for the Sacraments of Reconciliation (Confession), 
and Holy Eucharist (Holy Communion), for First and 
Second Graders.  This year, our classes begin on Sunday, 
September 29, immediately following the 9am Mass.  Each 
of the 26 classes begins promptly at 10:05am.  Please pick 
up a Registration Form at the tables at the church doors 
and fill out the form with all the information requested.  
Mail your child’s registration, using  the address at the 
bottom of the form. 

Just a note: We are looking for more Catechists to join 
our program.  We prefer to teach in teams of two teachers 
in each classroom, which offers many benefits to our 
students, as well as our teachers.  Please give serious 
thought to this important ministry to our children.  In 
Christ, Stephanie Fisher-Hunt, DRE.

High School Confirmation: We invite all high school 
students to preparation classes for the sacrament of 
Confirmation.  The classes will begin on Sunday, January 
12 at 3:30pm in St. Joseph Hall, with dismissal at 5 pm.  
We will hold eight sessions between January 12 and March 
15.  Please go to the Cathedral website for information and 
registration.  We look forward to seeing you!

parISh lIfe
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parISh lIfe

Thinking about 
becoming Catholic?

Join us Wednesdays from 7 to 8:30 p.m.

Cathedral Center, N.W. 17th, nearest Davis

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is a

 faith formation process:
instruction ● prayer ● worship ● community

Paulette Peynet, Cathedral RCIA Director

503-223-6052 ● paulette@prinstitute.org

Thank You! I want to thank the Knights of Columbus 
for their generous gift to the parish to help pay for the 
many visiting priests we now have at Cathedral.  People 
may not know that the Archdiocese of Portland has a pay 
schedule for priests who help out in parishes, whether it is 
a daily Mass or a Sunday Mass, whether there is a homily 
or not, and whether the priest also hears Confession or not.  
Through the gift of the Knights we are able to support our 
priests and celebrate the sacraments.  Thank you! 

- Msgr. Patrick S. Brennan

Performed live by Jennifer Pagano
Friday, September 20 at 7:30 p.m.

St Mary’s Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception

Saint Faustina was born Helena Kowalska in 1905. She 
was raised in a large Polish peasant family and grew up 
a poor girl with little education or prospects. But when 
Jesus appeared to her, telling her to head for Warsaw 
and become a nun, she secretly hopped on a train for the 
city. Arriving penniless, she went throughout Warsaw 
knocking on the doors of convents until the Sisters of 
Our Lady of Mercy finally accepted her. In 1930, Sister 
Faustina, as she was then called, began to receive regu-
lar mystical visits from Jesus. In these visions, He asked 
her to spread devotion to His Divine Mercy. Christ’s 
mission for Faustina was fulfilled after her death, when 
Saint John Paul II declared the Sunday after Easter to 
be Divine Mercy Sunday. Devotion to Christ’s Divine 
Mercy continues to grow worldwide. In April 2000, 
Faustina Kowalska was declared the first saint of the 
21st century.



SpIrItual and faIth forMatIon

SAINTS IN THE WINDOWS: 
Juan Macias

St. Juan Macias is pictured in the full window next 
to the half window on the east wall of the cathedral. 
He is shown on the right, facing his good friend St. 
Martin de Porres on the left.

St. Juan was born in  a village in southwestern Spain 
in 1585. At sixteen, he met a Dominican priest and 
began to think that he might become a Dominican 
himself. But it was not until he was 35 that he 
traveled to Lima, Peru and entered the order there 
as a lay brother. He worked as the doorkeeper there 
until his death in 1646.

Juan Macias did not have the privilege of an 
education, but he was full of love and was a favorite 
among everyone who came to the door, sometimes 
200 people a day. He worked hard to collect alms for 
them and always had enough for each day.

There is a charming story about St. Juan’s donkey. 
It seems that the donkey knew exactly where to go 
to find alms and would even go throughout the city 
himself, with a sign around his neck, asking for 
donations. Sometimes he would even stand outside 
a door and wait until a donor finally opened the door 
and put alms in the donkey’s basket.

St. Juan Macias and St. Marin de Porres were 
canonized on the same day in 1975 by Pope Paul 
VI. St. Juan’s feast day is September 18.

- Sr. Connie Furseth, OSF




