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Liturgical Schedule

Saturday Vigil Mass:
5:30 p.m.

Sunday Masses:
7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m. Congregational Singing
11:00 a.m. Choir
5:30 p.m. Contemporary Ensemble

Daily Masses:
7:30 a.m. (except Monday) & 5:30 p.m.

Reconciliation (Confession):
Saturday 4:00 p.m. through 5:15 p.m.
Other times by appointment

Sunday, September 22nd, Ordinary Time



Since its dedication in 1926, St. Mary’s Cathedral 
has stood as the mother church of the Archdiocese 
of Portland in Oregon. The cathedral belongs to the 
400,000 Catholics of the archdiocese and serves as 
a place of ceremony and celebration for those who 
come here. The cathedral is also a parish church, and 
as such it is home to its parishioners and a welcoming 
place for all visitors. You may have noticed the 
beautiful rose design on our doors as you came in.  
This rose represents Mary, Our Blessed Mother, as 
well as Portland, the City of Roses.

All Are Welcome!

Please Consider a Charitable Bequest to
St. Mary’s Cathedral in your estate planning.

Have you signed up for electronic giving?

If you are interested in e-giving, please visit our 
website at  maryscathedral.com and click on the 

Online Giving button. E-giving is simple, and helps 
our Cathedral by saving time and labor.

Prayer Requests:

Deacon Scott Kolbet
skolbet@cathedralpdx.org

prayerintentions@cathedralpdx.org

Clergy:
Most Reverend Alexander K. Sample, 
 Archbishop of Portland 
Msgr. Patrick S. Brennan, Pastor 
 pbrennan@archdpdx.org 
Deacon Scott Kolbet 
 skolbet@cathedralpdx.org

Cathedral Parish Life:
Jennifer Overbay, Business Manager
 joverbay@cathedralpdx.org 
Alex Chan & Mary Jo Gornick, Receptionists
 hello@cathedralpdx.org 
Sr. Connie Furseth, OSF, Neighborhood Liaison
 cfurseth@cathedralpdx.org

Paulette Peynet, Director of RCIA 
Stephanie Fisher-Hunt, Director 
 Religious Education 
Angela Westhoff-Johnson, Music Director 
Seung Min Oh, Organist 

Shared Leadership: 
Barrett Brooks, Pastoral Council Chair
Jil Morby, Finance Council Chair
Mark Boshears, Knights of Columbus Grand Knight
 stmkoc15295@gmail.com

Cathedral School:
Amy Biggs, Principal 
Susan Hatley, Administrative Assistant 
 shatley@cathedral-or.org 

St. Mary’s Cathedral Parish Mission
St. Mary’s Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception is a 
community of Christians in the Roman Catholic Tradition. 
Inspired by the Holy Spirit, and through the intercession of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, we continue the mission of Jesus 
Christ through liturgy, prayer, education and service toward 
our neighbor. As the cathedral of the Archdiocese of Portland, 
and as a parish community, we offer hospitality to all visitors, 
celebrate archdiocesan events and witness the joy and the Good 
News of Jesus Christ to the City of Portland. 

St.  Mary’S Cathedral of the IMMaCulate ConCeptIon

Welcome to St.  Mary’s Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception



It’s time for a brief news roundup, to keep everyone 
up-to-date on activities and projects in the parish.  
I want to review three things: our elm trees, a 
reorganized St. Vincent de Paul Conference, and our 
current financial status.

As you know the elm tree in front of the cathedral 
was removed and the pavers realigned and leveled.  
As it turns out, the tree adjacent to the removed tree 
has also been affected by Dutch Elm Disease, and 
it is slated for removal.  We are keeping an eye on 
the two trees around the corner on 17th Street, and 
we are consulting with the city on the possibility of 
removing them as well.  Sadly, it’s an expensive and 
time-consuming task to remove trees in Portland.  
We’ll see what happens.  

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul (SVDP) is an 
international lay Catholic organization founded in 
France in 1833.  Through person to person contact, it 
aims to relieve poverty and also eliminate the causes 
of poverty.  The Portland Council of SVDP was 
founded in 1869, and the first local conference was 
established at St. Mary’s Cathedral.  On this 150th 
anniversary year, we are reestablishing our parish 
conference in conformity with the established policies 
of SVDP.  Since last January, Jil Morby, the chair of 
our Finance Council, and Sr. Connie on our staff, have 
been working with Veronica Kennedy, the SVDP 
liaison with parishes, to organize our conference and 
to begin again our service to downtown and northwest 
Portland.  As you have seen from the notices in the 
Bulletin, we have been asking for volunteers to work 

in our conference, and we now have enough to start 
with the blessing of the Portland Council.  We are 
just on the cusp of a formal announcement regarding 
our conference, and I will keep you posted.  I should 
mention that each local conference is run by lay 
volunteers (not parish staff), and the first purpose of 
the conference is to grow spiritually—which shows 
itself in the works of mercy.

Through the summer I have given clear indication 
in my Bulletin columns that the parish is running 
a financial deficit.  I also indicated that this fall the 
parish Finance Council, and myself, would give a 
series of presentations at Mass on our financial status, 
with the aim of increasing our parish offertory giving, 
either through envelopes but especially through 
electronic giving.  At its last meeting, the Finance 
Council has selected three upcoming Sundays for 
these presentations.  The first will be the weekend of 
October 5-6.  In the Bulletin that weekend we will 
have a report on our current financial status, along 
with a cover letter explaining the report.  I will speak 
at all the Masses, along with Kristin Russo, not on 
the financials but rather a reflection on stewardship 
and life in our parish.  The second week, October 12-
13, two members of the Finance/Pastoral Councils, 
Hayden Thomas and Barrett Brooks, will give 
an explanation of our financial situation at all the 
Masses.  And finally, the third week, October 19-20, 
we will encourage all to sign up for e-giving and to 
consider an increase in their current offertory giving.  
I know that you are also wondering about the capital 
campaign.  A full report is forthcoming a little later in 
the fall.  In the meanwhile, I am grateful to everyone 
for your generosity.

Msgr. Patrick S. Brennan

Monsignor Patrick Brennan is a native Oregonian and and 
attended high school and college at Mount Angel Seminary 
(1965-1973). He studied theology at the Gregorian University 
in Rome (1973-1977; 1979-1980), and studied Canon Law 
at The Catholic University of America (1983-1985). He was 
ordained a priest in 1977, and became the pastor of St. Mary’s 
Cathedral in 2011. His role as pastor is to assist parishioners 
in living out the Gospel in their daily lives. He loves 
architecture, travel and digital photography.  

a Word froM the paStor



September Mass Intentions
23 5:30pm: In Memory of Earle M. Chiles
24  7:30am: In Memory of Bob Brady
 5:30pm: In Memory of Noreen Alexander
25   7:30am: In Memory of Dora Herinckx
 5:30pm: Hue Huynh
26   7:30am: In Memory of Frances Nichols   
  Swigert
 5:30pm: In Memory of Richard Hedlund
27  7:30am: In Memory of Lois Schaubel
 5:30pm: In Memory of Bronislaw Rydzik
28  7:30am: Blanchet House

If you would like to join in praying for our community, 
contact Deacon Scott.  Requests are sent out weekly 
by email. 

Financial Report for September 15, 2019

E-giving  80
Envelopes 96

Sunday Envelope    5,851
E-Giving    3,590
Loose Collection    1,442
Total Parish  10,883

Tree Removal:   410
Social Services:   12
School:                      395
Seminarian Appeal: 1,338
Adult Faith: 20

We are grateful for your contributions to 
Cathedral!                

Hurricane Dorian Relief for the Bahamas:  Please go to 
the Catholic Relief Services website: crs.org

Bible and Salvation History:  Want to learn more about 
what’s in the bible and about God’s plan as seen through 
Scripture?  Join Deacon Scott on Monday evenings, 
starting September 23 at 6:30pm in St. Joseph Hall.  All 
are welcome.

This Week At Cathedral
22 Coffee and Donuts after the 9am Mass
23 Bible & Salvation 6:30pm
25 RCIA 7pm
28 Red Mass 5:30pm

Celebrations in Our Parish This Past Week

Wedding
Morgan Leatherman & Crystal  Hayes

The Parish Religious Education Classes: For our 
Parish children not attending Catholic School, we offer 
the required two year curriculum of study, in preparation 
for the Sacraments of Reconciliation (Confession), 
and Holy Eucharist (Holy Communion), for First and 
Second Graders.  This year, our classes begin on Sunday, 
September 29, immediately following the 9am Mass.  Each 
of the 26 classes begins promptly at 10:05am.  Please pick 
up a Registration Form at the tables at the church doors 
and fill out the form with all the information requested.  
Mail your child’s registration, using  the address at the 
bottom of the form. 

Just a note: We are looking for more Catechists to join 
our program.  We prefer to teach in teams of two teachers 
in each classroom, which offers many benefits to our 
students, as well as our teachers.  Please give serious 
thought to this important ministry to our children.  In 
Christ, Stephanie Fisher-Hunt, DRE.

High School Confirmation: We invite all high school 
students to preparation classes for the sacrament of 
Confirmation.  The classes will begin on Sunday, January 
12 at 3:30pm in St. Joseph Hall, with dismissal at 5 pm.  
We will hold eight sessions between January 12 and March 
15.  Please go to the Cathedral website for information and 
registration.  We look forward to seeing you!

Scripture Readings for September 29

Amos 6:1a, 4-7; 1 Timothy 6:11-16; Luke 16:19-31

parISh lIfe
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parISh lIfe

Thinking about 
becoming Catholic?

Join us Wednesdays from 7 to 8:30 p.m.

Cathedral Center, N.W. 17th, nearest Davis

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is a

 faith formation process:
instruction ● prayer ● worship ● community

Paulette Peynet, Cathedral RCIA Director

503-223-6052 ● paulette@prinstitute.org

Reception for New Parishioners
Sunday, September 15

We hope you’ll enjoy these photos from our 
reception for new parishioners. Go to Facebook 
or Instagram to see more images, taken by Grace 
Jardiel. Thank you, Grace!

Thank you to everyone who volunteered to help 
and blessings upon all of our newest parishioners. 
We had a wonderful time!

- Sister Connie Furseth, OSF



SpIrItual and faIth forMatIon

FIELD TRIP: MARY MAGDALEN AT THE 
PORTLAND ART MUSEUM

As part of its “Masterworks” program, the Portland 
Art Museum presents George de La Tour’s 
painting The Magdalen with the Smoking Flame. 
The painting on loan from Los Angeles County 
Museum of Art, shows Mary Magdalen in deep 
contemplation, lit only by the light of an oil lamp. 
She is accompanied by sacred books, a cross, a 
scourge, and a skull. All of these objects symbolize 
her devotion to the crucified Lord as well as her 
understanding of the brevity of life.

Georges de La Tour (1593 - 1652) specialized in 
religious and genre scenes for an appreciative public 
in northeastern France. At some point in his career 
he became familiar with the heavily atmospheric 
paintings of Caravaggio, and he adopted the Italian 
master’s technique of dramatic lights and darks 
which form the compelling image we see here.

In this painting, on view until October 13, La Tour 
creates an atmosphere of otherworldly calm through 
his use of the single flame, the only source of light. 
The Magdalen is otherwise surrounded by darkness, 
as well as a profound stillness, interrupted only by 
the smoke wafting from the lamp. As observers, we, 
too, are drawn into her contemplation of the Light 
of the World. In fact, visitors to the museum seem to 
respond in stillness to this work. In my own visits to 
the painting, I have never heard any conversation in 
the room where it is shown.

There are other versions of this subject, one in 
the Louvre, one at the National Gallery of Art in 
Washington, D.C., and the one we are fortunate to 
view here in Portland. It is well worth a visit, not 
only for the masterful depiction of the Magdalen, 
but also for its spiritual significance.

 The Portland Art Museum is open Tuesdays through 
Sundays. See the museum website for times and 
admission fees.

- Sr. Connie Furseth, OSF

Georges de La Tour (French, 1593–1652). The 
Magdalen with the Smoking Flame, ca. 1635–37. 
Oil on canvas. Los Angeles County Museum of Art: 
Gift of The Ahmanson Foundation, M.77.73.



Sponsor Msgr. Brennan 
 
Msgr. Brennan is running in the Run for Cathedral and he needs your help! 
Each year St. Mary’s Cathedral Parishioners have the opportunity to sponsor 
Msgr. Brennan in the Cathedral School Run for Cathedral. To make a 
donation to Msgr. Brennan’s pledge fund, go to www.cathedral-or.org, and 
click on the Donate Now button under the Run for Cathedral photo. You can 
make a secure credit card donation, or mail a check to the school. 
 
Cathedral School’s annual jog-a-thon, Run for Cathedral, will take place 
Friday, September 27th. Run for Cathedral is an annual jog-a-thon 
fundraiser in which students participate to raise funds for enhancements to 
the school’s curriculum that would not be able to be funded through the 
school’s operating budget.  
 
Thank you for supporting Msgr. Brennan and the Cathedral School students. 
 
 
 

 


