
St. Mary’s Cathedral

503-228-4397
1716 NW DAVIS ST.  

PORTLAND, OR, 97209

@CATHEDRALPDX
MARYSCATHEDRAL.COM

@SMCATHEDRALPDX

Liturgical Schedule

Saturday Vigil Mass:
5:30 p.m.

Sunday Masses:
7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m. Congregational Singing
11:00 a.m. Choir
5:30 p.m. Contemporary Ensemble

Daily Masses:
7:30 a.m. (except Monday) & 5:30 p.m.

Reconciliation (Confession):
Saturday 4:00 p.m. through 5:15 p.m.
Other times by appointment

Sunday, September 29th, Ordinary Time



Since its dedication in 1926, St. Mary’s Cathedral 
has stood as the mother church of the Archdiocese 
of Portland in Oregon. The cathedral belongs to the 
400,000 Catholics of the archdiocese and serves as 
a place of ceremony and celebration for those who 
come here. The cathedral is also a parish church, and 
as such it is home to its parishioners and a welcoming 
place for all visitors. You may have noticed the 
beautiful rose design on our doors as you came in.  
This rose represents Mary, Our Blessed Mother, as 
well as Portland, the City of Roses.

All Are Welcome!

Please Consider a Charitable Bequest to
St. Mary’s Cathedral in your estate planning.

Have you signed up for electronic giving?

If you are interested in e-giving, please visit our 
website at  maryscathedral.com and click on the 

Online Giving button. E-giving is simple, and helps 
our Cathedral by saving time and labor.

Prayer Requests:

Deacon Scott Kolbet
skolbet@cathedralpdx.org

prayerintentions@cathedralpdx.org

Clergy:
Most Reverend Alexander K. Sample, 
 Archbishop of Portland 
Msgr. Patrick S. Brennan, Pastor 
 pbrennan@archdpdx.org 
Deacon Scott Kolbet 
 skolbet@cathedralpdx.org

Cathedral Parish Life:
Jennifer Overbay, Business Manager
 joverbay@cathedralpdx.org 
Alex Chan & Mary Jo Gornick, Receptionists
 hello@cathedralpdx.org 
Sr. Connie Furseth, OSF, Neighborhood Liaison
 cfurseth@cathedralpdx.org

Paulette Peynet, Director of RCIA 
Stephanie Fisher-Hunt, Director 
 Religious Education 
Angela Westhoff-Johnson, Music Director 
Seung Min Oh, Organist 

Shared Leadership: 
Barrett Brooks, Pastoral Council Chair
Jil Morby, Finance Council Chair
Mark Boshears, Knights of Columbus Grand Knight
 stmkoc15295@gmail.com

Cathedral School:
Amy Biggs, Principal 
Susan Hatley, Administrative Assistant 
 shatley@cathedral-or.org 

St. Mary’s Cathedral Parish Mission
St. Mary’s Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception is a 
community of Christians in the Roman Catholic Tradition. 
Inspired by the Holy Spirit, and through the intercession of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, we continue the mission of Jesus 
Christ through liturgy, prayer, education and service toward 
our neighbor. As the cathedral of the Archdiocese of Portland, 
and as a parish community, we offer hospitality to all visitors, 
celebrate archdiocesan events and witness the joy and the Good 
News of Jesus Christ to the City of Portland. 

St.  Mary’S Cathedral of the IMMaCulate ConCeptIon

Welcome to St.  Mary’s Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception



When Pope Francis promulgated his encyclical 
“Laudato Si’,” it was inevitable that such a document 
would lead to an official conference to study the 
environment and/or our God-given mandate to care 
for the earth.  Well, the inevitable has come to pass, 
and the “first fruits” of “Laudato Si’” will focus on the 
Amazon region—a vast landscape in South America 
that touches nine countries and whose health affects 
the entire globe.  From October 6th through October 
27th, a synod will be held in Rome to study the 
Amazon region.  The executive council of the Latin 
American Bishops’ Conference called the Amazon 
the “the lungs of the world.”  Yes, we need to take it 
seriously.

The Amazon rainforest has coincidentally been in the 
news lately because of the devastating fires that are 
burning throughout the region, the worst since 2010.  
Naturally, the environment will be a major topic 
of the synod, but not the only topic.  The working 
document for the synod is entitled “Amazonia: New 
Paths for the Church and for an Integral Ecology.”  
The document follows the “see, judge, act” method, 
and it identifies three conversions that Pope Francis 
invites us to consider: 1) the pastoral conversion of 
“Evangelii Gaudium” (the apostolic exhortation of 
2013 which states that the Church’s primary mission is 
evangelization—to see and to listen to the reality of the 
territory and its peoples); 2) the ecological conversion 
of “Laudato Si’” (the invitation to embrace an integral 
ecology); and 3) the ecclesiological conversion of 
“Episcopalis Communio” (the apostolic constitution 
of the Synod of Bishops that calls for a “Church of 

encounter, listening, and dialogue”).  These three 
themes should keep the bishops and experts busy 
through the month!

The working document in preparation for the synod 
(called an instrumentum laboris) presents Amazonian 
approaches to theology, local cultures, and ways of 
thinking that reflect the interconnectedness of the 
indigenous peoples and their environment.  How, in 
other words, is “life in abundance” possible for the 
land and people of the Amazon?  To gain perspective 
on the work and the importance of the synod, the 
Amazon is a region of nine countries with 34 million 
inhabitants, including three million indigenous 
people and 390 ethnic groups.

Key themes of the synod include migration and 
urbanization, challenges to family life, inculturation 
and evangelization, old and new forms of colonialism, 
and calls for a prophetic Church that is sensitive to the 
needs of the indigenous peoples and can effectively 
respond to their pastoral needs.

Not surprisingly, the topic that has garnered most 
attention is a possible discussion of the ordination 
of married men to serve in the remote villages of 
the Amazon and even confer an “official ministry” 
on women.  The bishops of the Amazon suggested 
these topics after hearing “the voice of the people.”  
Let’s trust the Holy Spirit to guide the synod in 
its deliberations for this valuable, beautiful, and 
environmentally rich Amazon region.

Msgr. Patrick S. Brennan

Monsignor Patrick Brennan is a native Oregonian and and 
attended high school and college at Mount Angel Seminary 
(1965-1973). He studied theology at the Gregorian University 
in Rome (1973-1977; 1979-1980), and studied Canon Law 
at The Catholic University of America (1983-1985). He was 
ordained a priest in 1977, and became the pastor of St. Mary’s 
Cathedral in 2011. His role as pastor is to assist parishioners 
in living out the Gospel in their daily lives. He loves 
architecture, travel and digital photography.  

a Word froM the paStor



September & October Mass Intentions
September
30  5:30pm: In Memory of Edward Jones
October
1  7:30am: In Memory of Hilda Z. Wheeler
 5:30pm: In Memory of Frances Nichols   
   Swigert
2   7:30am: Eva Sawyer
 5:30pm: In Memory of Leo & Nell Hogan
3   7:30am: In Memory of Earle A. Chiles
 5:30pm: In Memory of Martina Matthes
4  7:30am: In Memory of Susie Verdurmen
 5:30pm: In Memory of Bronislaw Rydzik
5  7:30am: Blanchet House

If you would like to join in praying for our community, 
contact Deacon Scott.  Requests are sent out weekly 
by email. 

Financial Report for September 22, 2019

E-giving  74
Envelopes 107

Sunday Envelope    5,216
E-Giving    3,409
Loose Collection    1,810
Total Parish  10,435

Social Services:   12
School:                      235

We are grateful for your contributions to 
Cathedral!                

Envelopes:   If you have run out of contribution 
envelopes, please contact the office and we will be 
happy to send you a new supply.

This Week At Cathedral
September
29        Coffee and Donuts after the 9am Mass
30        Bible & Salvation 6:30pm
October
2    RCIA 7pm
3          Benediction and Adoration 6pm
5          Rosary & Confession after 7:30am Mass

Bible and Salvation History:  Want to learn more 
about what’s in the bible and about God’s plan 
as seen through Scripture?  Join Deacon Scott on 
Monday evenings, at 6:30pm in St. Joseph Hall.  All 
are welcome.

Anointing of the Sick: There will be no Anointing of 
the Sick for this month.

High School Confirmation: We invite all high 
school students to preparation classes for the 
sacrament of Confirmation.  The classes will begin 
on Sunday, January 12 at 3:30pm in St. Joseph Hall, 
with dismissal at 5pm.  We will hold eight sessions 
between January 12 and March 15.  Please go to the 
Cathedral website for information and registration.  
We look forward to seeing you!

Benediction and Adoration will follow the 5:30pm 
Mass on Thursday, October 3.

First Saturday, October 5. There will be Confessions 
and  the recitation of the Rosary after the 7:30am 
Mass.

Scripture Readings for October 06

Habakkuk 1:2-3; 2:2-4; 2 Timothy 1:6-8, 13-14;
Luke 17:5-10

parISh lIfe
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parISh lIfe

Thinking about 
becoming Catholic?

Join us Wednesdays from 7 to 8:30 p.m.

Cathedral Center, N.W. 17th, nearest Davis

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is a

 faith formation process:
instruction ● prayer ● worship ● community

Paulette Peynet, Cathedral RCIA Director

503-223-6052 ● paulette@prinstitute.org

Society of St. Vincent De Paul
Cathedral Conference

As Msgr. Pat noted in his column last weekend, 
St. Mary's Cathedral is reestablishing our parish 
conference of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul. 
This international organization, dedicated to people 
living in poverty as well as the elimination of the 
causes of poverty, was founded by a young student 
of law, Frederic Ozanam, in Paris, France, in 1833. 
He and his fellow students called their group “The 
Conference of Charity” and chose for their patron 
St. Vincent de Paul. Over time, the conference 
grew into the worldwide conferences and councils 
that we know today. 

Several days ago, the new conference approved 
Rick Ganji as the conference president. Many 
of you may know Rick from his long parish 
membership and service at our cathedral. In fact, 
he recently gave out his personal email so that any 
interested parishioner could contact him as soon as 
possible. This week we are happy to announce that 
the conference now has a dedicated email, which 
members can access as needed.

We hope that many parishioners will join in this 
excellent work of spiritual growth and service 
to anyone living in poverty. If you would like to 
be a part of the St. Vincent de Paul Society, let 
Rick know through our dedicated email SVDP@
cathedralpdx.org. Thank you and many blessings 
upon you and all who serve in this conference and 
are served by it!



SpIrItual and faIth forMatIon

PIANO LESSON

An ebony Steinway Model C piano sits at the foot 
of the sanctuary, near the choir organ. The semi-
concert grand piano measures 7.5 feet in length, 
with a keyboard of 7 1/3 octaves.  This model was 
designed by C.F. Theodore Steinway to produce the 
concert sound of a 9’ grand piano but in a length 
that would fit into smaller venues. First produced 
between 1870 and 1905, the piano produces a clear 
treble and a dark bass, both of which can be heard to 
the farthest reaches of a concert hall or a cathedral.

In true Steinway fashion, here are a few facts:*

● In 1836, Heinrich Englehard Steinway built his 
first piano in his kitchen in Seeson, Germany. The 
company was formally founded in New York in 
1853.

● A Steinway grand piano contains 12,116 individual 
parts.

● The action for an individual key is made up of 
over 57 individual parts. 

● Anton Rubinstein was the first major artist 
brought to the United States by the company, where 
he toured from 1872 to 1873.

● The cast iron plate inside the piano must withstand 
over 20 tons of string tension.

● Steinway does not sell its soundboards to anyone, 
not even to dealers.

● The company will celebrate its 170th anniversary 
on March 5, 2023.

In the early twentieth century customers preferred 
the smaller Model B for home use, but the 
Model C remains one of the premier Steinway 
deigns. Between 1906 and 1936 custom orders 
were produced in New York, and the model is 
still custom manufactured in the company’s 
Hamburg factory. Our rare piano dates from 1887.

It was completely restored to grace our newly 
renovated cathedral, where young students and 
professional musicians alike may enjoy the 
experience of playing such a beautiful instrument 
and where we may enjoy hearing them in this sacred 
space.

*Source: Steinway Piano Gallery, Boca Raton, 
Florida.  www.steinwaybocaraton.com

- Sr. Connie Furseth, OSF



Sponsor Msgr. Brennan 
 
Msgr. Brennan is running in the Run for Cathedral and he needs your help! 
Each year St. Mary’s Cathedral Parishioners have the opportunity to sponsor 
Msgr. Brennan in the Cathedral School Run for Cathedral. To make a 
donation to Msgr. Brennan’s pledge fund, go to www.cathedral-or.org, and 
click on the Donate Now button under the Run for Cathedral photo. You can 
make a secure credit card donation, or mail a check to the school. 
 
Cathedral School’s annual jog-a-thon, Run for Cathedral, will take place 
Friday, September 27th. Run for Cathedral is an annual jog-a-thon 
fundraiser in which students participate to raise funds for enhancements to 
the school’s curriculum that would not be able to be funded through the 
school’s operating budget.  
 
Thank you for supporting Msgr. Brennan and the Cathedral School students. 
 
 
 

 


