The Cathedral Project

Proud of Our Past...Hopeful for Our Future

Information Statement

Preparing for the next 100 Years of Ministry & Service
St. Mary’s Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception
Portland, Oregon

Ministries Serving Our Parish & Community
In 2016, approximately 800 registered households (82%) reside in the city of Portland,
and 190 households (18%) reside outside the city of Portland. Our Cathedral Project
will serve current and future ministries, services, and parish and archdiocesan programs.

Administrative Council: Parish members chosen for their expertise
in accounting, law, finance, and maintenance regularly advise the
pastor concerning the temporal administration of the parish.
Pastoral Council: Council members are selected by a discernment
process. The council meets regularly to advise the pastor and the
staff about parish ministries and activities.
Liturgical Ministries:

Lectors proclaim the Word of God as found in the scripture
readings of the Mass.

Eucharistic Ministers help with the orderly distribution of the
Eucharist at Sunday and feast day Masses. They may also bring
Communion to homebound parishioners and hospital patients.

Ministers of Hospitality include ushers and greeters who provide
a welcoming and secure environment for the celebration of the
liturgy.
Altar Servers are boys and girls who assist at Mass.

The Cathedral Choir is an excellent four section choir which leads
the congregation in song and provides contemplative music at
appropriate times during the liturgy.
Leaders of Children’s Liturgy of the Word provide an age appropriate Liturgy of the Word during one of the Sunday Masses.
Social Service Outreach: St. Mary’s Cathedral serves the poor
and disadvantaged throughout the Portland metro area. In
addition to rental, food, medical, and transportation assistance,
we give support to the homeless, and to parishioners in crisis
needing immediate housing assistance and supplies.
Cathedral School: For over one hundred years, Cathedral School
has provided an excellent Catholic academic environment within
the context of a strong community of faith. With the support of
parents, teachers, staff, and parish, children from pre-kindergarten
through eighth grade grow into thoughtful, faith-filled students
who are well prepared for the next stages in their development.

Cathedral’s Vision for
Renovation & Ministry
Creating Community Life

The Catholic Church has long recognized the importance of physical environment to the
vitality of our faith experience. Since St. Mary’s Cathedral is both a parish and the seat of
the Archdiocese of Portland, its unique role of multiple ministry missions requires unique
and multiple spaces.
To create this place to gather, worship, educate, and celebrate, we need to match
Cathedral’s physical home to its spiritual needs:
• Create a parish hall to accommodate parish and Archdiocesan
life events and celebrations such as baptism, confirmation,
wedding, ordination, and funeral receptions; convocations;
and other community life programs, for up to
250 participants.
• Create a kitchen to serve meetings, receptions, and other
events.
• Expand meeting, classroom, choir rehearsal,
and educational space.
• Renovate rectory and parish offices to meet the needs of
the parish as well as current building and safety codes.
• Make school facilities ADA compliant.
• Reinforce buildings to current safety codes and seismic
recommendations.
These spaces will allow us to bring to life programs
envisioned in our Pastoral Plan:
• A Young Adult Program with a dedicated Coordinator.
• A Religious Education and Formation Program that serves
parishioners of all ages, under the guidance of a dedicated
religious education coordinator.
• Small faith group meetings.
• Expanded activities of the parish’s highly successful
Knights of Columbus chapter.
• Increased space for Cathedral School activities
and programs.
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St. Mary’s Cathedral: Historical Highlights
1848 - 1862

Rev. Francis Norbert Blanchet, a pioneer priest from Quebec, was appointed bishop of the Diocese
of Oregon City in 1846. In 1850, that diocese became the Archdiocese of Oregon City, and Bishop
Blanchet became the archbishop. It was not until 1928 that the archdiocese was transferred to
Portland under Archbishop Edward Daniel Howard.
Meanwhile, in 1851 a small group of Catholics built a modest church in Portland near the present
NW 5th and NW Couch Streets, where the first Mass was celebrated on Christmas Eve. Three
years later, the group purchased property at SW 3rd and SW Stark Streets. They moved and
enlarged the original church. When Archbishop Blanchet established residence in Portland in
1862, this church became St. Mary’s Cathedral.
The cathedral has enjoyed the leadership of several dedicated pastors. One of these, the
Rev. Francis Fierens, served the parish for thirty years, beginning in 1863, and was the
driving force behind the growth of Portland’s Catholic community during his tenure.

1885 - 1917

On August 15, 1885, a new cathedral was dedicated at the SW Stark Street location. The great
flood of 1894 caused significant damage to this building and the decision was made to move the
seat of the archdiocese away from theWillamette River.
A temporary cathedral and school were constructed at NW 15th and NW Davis, with the school
staffed by the Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary. In 1917, a new school opened at the
west corner of NW 17th and NW Couch.

1926

In 1925, Archbishop Alexander Christie authorized the construction of a new cathedral at
NW 18th and NW Couch Streets. When the archbishop died in April, 1925, the cathedral pastor,
Rev. George Campbell, directed its completion. With the support of Catholics of the archdiocese,
the present cathedral, designed by the firm of Jacobberger and Smith, was dedicated on
February 14, 1926.

1961

Col. and Mrs. David Dunne and their ten children lived on the east side of NW 17th and
NW Couch from 1887 until 1961, when they donated their property to Cathedral Parish for the
construction of a new school. The school operates to the present day, with a changing population
of families who represent a broad geographic segment of the Portland tri-county area as well
as Clark County, Washington.

1996

With the 150th anniversary of the Archdiocese of Portland, Archbishop William J. Leveda
determined that one of the principal anniversary activities would be to fulfill the plan of
his predecessor, Archbishop Cornelius M. Power, to restore and renew the cathedral.
The architectural firm of Thomas Hacker Associates was engaged for the work, which included
liturgical and artistic modifications as well as structural improvements. Again, the Catholics of
the archdiocese supported the project, and the newly restored cathedral was rededicated on
February 14, 1996.

2016

St. Mary’s Cathedral Parish has seen many changes over the years, including structural updating
of its buildings, changing demographics, eleven archbishops, and many pastors and associates.
Today, with the support of Archbishop Alexander K. Sample and under the leadership of our
pastor, Rev. Msgr. Patrick S. Brennan, the parish continues its mission as a vibrant Catholic community symbolizing the Church in Western Oregon and in the city of Portland.
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Frequently Asked Questions
What makes the cathedral special to
the archdiocese?
St. Mary’s Cathedral is a parish church and the principal
church of the Archdiocese of Portland in Oregon. As the
seat of the archbishop of Portland, it is a symbol of unity
and a home for all Catholics of Western Oregon.
Parishioners work to build the parish community and
to contribute to the life of the archdiocese and of the city
of Portland. We host parish events such as weddings,
funerals, school programs, and parish gatherings. Because
we are a cathedral parish, we also host archdiocesan
events including ordinations and the annual Chrism Mass;
community events such as annual Masses celebrating the
Vietnamese community, and Our Lady of Guadalupe; and
ecumenical programs. All are welcome here.

What spatial challenges to community does
the cathedral face?
As members of the Administrative Council, the Pastoral
Council, along with school representatives, noted, the
cathedral lacks many of the spaces needed to serve both
parish and archdiocese. These include a parish hall and
kitchen, rooms for meetings and small classes, a wellplanned living area for the priests of the parish, and
efficient office space. Also, aside from the church, most
of the present areas, including the school, are neither
ADA compliant, nor earthquake ready. The safety of all
parishioners, staff, students, and visitors is of paramount
importance in our vision for the future.

How did the cathedral community identify
the project components?
In consultation with the archdiocese, city officials, and
parish groups, the parish developed a vision for the future.
This vision includes the following:

• Enhance the structural integrity of Cathedral School’s
gym, hallways, and classrooms;

will be finalized for the project so that improvements to
the parish center, living spaces for the priests, and offices
can be completed.

What are the anticipated costs?
At present, we estimate the cost at $15 million. This
includes school upgrades, renovation of the Cathedral
Center (parish hall, classrooms & meeting rooms), rectory
and Cathedral Courtyard.

How will the community be involved?
The community is already involved! In 2013, the Pastoral
Council completed a comprehensive plan for the future
of the parish. The Administrative Council and school
representatives have given many hours to the development
of the Cathedral Community Project. A subcommittee of
the Administrative Council is leading the planning for the
project. Both councils have identified the need for adequate
spaces in which to continue building the parish over the
next one hundred years. In addition, as the process unfolds,
all parishioners will be asked to add their ideas. Since we
serve the entire archdiocese, we hope that other parish
communities will also contribute to this work.
Our present and future parishioners and visitors deserve
our best efforts in the sharing of our Catholic faith.
As part of our stewardship as Catholics, we will need
to bring not only our talents, but also our treasure to
continue our vision of St. Mary’s Cathedral as a place of
welcome, worship, and community for our parishioners,
the Archdiocese of Portland in Oregon, and the city of
Portland.

How does the development of the Everett block
relate to the Cathedral Project?
The two projects are independent of each other. The
commercial development of the Everett Block (our current
parking lot) is intended to ensure the long term stability of
St. Mary’s Cathedral.

• Renovate the Cathedral Center and the archbishop’s

residence to provide adequate space for parish events
and meetings;

• Renovate the living spaces for priests of the parish;
• Renovate office spaces to enhance efficiency and
privacy.

What is the timeline for the project?
The project should be completed within five years.
During 2017, we will begin structural improvements to
Cathedral School; these improvements will be completed
over two or three summers. During this period, fundraising
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