VOICE
the St. Anthony Parish

Winter 2017
Volume 32
Issue #1

Mauss inspires mercy, understanding

An inspiration of Deacon
Bill Mauss became a reality at St.
Anthony Parish recently. Deacon
Bill volunteered for many years at
Anamosa State Penitentiary. He was
a member of CEWs conducted at the
prison, a presider at Sunday services
in the prison chapel, and an RCIA
catechist, helping to lead weekly
meetings of prisoners wishing to learn
about the Catholic faith.
Bill’s dream was to one day bring
the stories of the men he worked
with to the outside world. Having
witnessed powerful stories of
salvation, restoration and redemption,
Bill wanted to find a way to bring
this good news to people outside the
prison walls. These men are among
some of the most dedicated, reverent
and knowledgeable Christians Bill
knows, on fire with the Spirit. The
problem was that some of the men are
serving life sentences while others
will be in prison for years.
Then the inspiration came. Even if
he couldn’t bring the men physically
into the outside world, Bill could bring
their message in the form of witness
talks written much like talks at CEW
and Emmaus weekends. Turning to
others involved in ministry at the
prison, Bill assembled a team that
would represent each man by reading
his witness talk for him to anyone
who would attend.
In the end, over 90 people chose
to attend the retreat day. They
assembled at O’Malley Hall on
Dec. 10 to hear several talks from
the men of Anamosa, along with
a personal witness from someone
on the outside whose family was
affected by crime and how her faith
has survived the challenges that those
events presented. Anne Williams,

Beyond Prison Walls

Deacon Bill Mauss shares a witness from a prisoner at a retreat held in O’Malley Hall.
About 90 people heard the stories of faith from those behind bars and those affected by
it.

the Chaplain of the Anamosa prison
chapel, was also in attendance.
The response from attendees
was overwhelmingly positive. Team
members Deacon Bill Mauss, Terri
Buss, Tim Duggan, Steve Gulyash,
John Mauss and Deacon Bill Hickson
were encouraged to repeat this

program again in other locations in
the Archdiocese, and to plan similar
events to challenge people to embrace
the principles of restorative justice.
This was a fitting way to continue
to bring mercy to our world, following
the conclusion of the Year of Mercy
proclaimed by Pope Francis.
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Journey to the Diaconate
What does God want of me?
What should I do next? Those were
thoughts flowing through my head
two and a half years ago when Father
Steve asked, “Have you ever thought
about being a Deacon?” His words cut
through the clutter and opened up a
path starting a journey which I’d now
like to share.
Hi, my name is Brian Zeman.
In June of 2014, my wife Jennifer
and I began our journey along the
path of Diaconate Formation. This
five-year excursion began with a
detailed application process that
included testimonial letters from
friends, co-workers, Father Steve
and others whom we have worked
with at St. Anthony’s. This in-depth
application also included inquiries
into my medical and dental records,
high school and college transcripts
and a series of psychological tests and
interviews. Through the grace of God,
and the approval of the Diaconate
formation board, we were accepted
into formation class XVIII. Our
classroom training formally began in
January of 2015.
This process includes many hours
of classroom studies where we learn
about the theology of the Church.
So far, our teaching has touched on
scripture, philosophy, RCIA, death
and dying and much more. The
information we review in class and
read in our many assigned books
merely scratches the surface of each
topic. Gradually my knowledge of the
church and its teachings has grown,
This has created a greater desire to
learn even more.
Our class is made up of men
and their wives from all walks of
life. The group includes a salesman,
an engineer, a college professor,
a veterinarian and even an auto
mechanic. These couples have become
dear friends to Jen and me as we share
a unique bond and a unique calling.
The Permanent Diaconate was reinstated during Vatican II; however,
Deacons have been a part of the
church since nearly the beginning.

Preparing to Serve

In September, Jennifer and Brian Zeman
participated in an Admission to Candidacy
mass celebrated by Archbishop Jackels
as part of the Diaconate program.

In Acts chapter 6:1-4, we learn how
the diaconate started: At that time the
number of disciples continued to grow…
but the people complained because the
widows were being neglected in the daily
distribution. So the Twelve called together
the community of disciples and said, “It is
not right for us to reject the word of God to
serve at table. Brothers, select from among
you seven reputable men filled with the
Spirit and wisdom whom we shall appoint
to this task.”
In the passage you begin to
see how Deacons are called to
serve. A misperception is that
Deacons are “junior Priests.” This is
understandable as Deacons are seen
assisting the priest during mass,
proclaiming the Gospel, delivering
a homily or assisting at the altar.
However, a Deacon’s responsibilities
run much deeper.
As the aforementioned passage
from Acts reveals, a Deacon is
also asked to commit himself to
works of charity. In concert with
the Archbishop, Deacons are also
assigned to work outside the parish.
For instance, Deacon Bill Hickson is
assigned to work with the Jail and
Prison Ministry program. At this

stage of my formation journey, I have
no idea where my works of charity
may be. They could include working
with Catholic Charities, St. Vincent
De Paul, in Hospital ministry, or
many of other options. All of this is
done in addition to our family and
professional responsibilities.
As an ordained servant of the
church, Deacons live out their daily
lives in the secular world. My career
has had me working for many years in
the field of advertising and marketing.
I intend to continue in that line of
work to provide for my family, as
Deacons are typically unpaid, unless
they serve the parish or diocese in a
professional role. If it is God’s will,
upon ordination, the Archbishop will
assign me to a parish, which may not
be St. Anthony’s. While it is my hope
to remain in service to St. Anthony’s,
Archbishop Jaeckels may see a need
elsewhere in Dubuque. Because
my job provides for my family, the
Archbishop would not assign me
to a parish outside the immediate
Dubuque area.
As with any long, arduous
journey, there are milestones along
the way. This past September, our
class was recognized at a special mass
with the Archbishop declaring our
Admission to Candidacy. This formal
outward sign declared our intent
to continue moving along the path
towards ordination. Currently Jen
and I are finished with two years of
classwork, with two and a half years
to go.
In addition to the classwork, I’ve
spent the summer of 2016 interning
with Mercy Hospital’s chaplain
department. Next summer I will
intern with a charitable organization
outside the parish. For me, these steps
in formation at times seem like a
daunting task. So I would ask of you,
the parishioners of St. Anthony’s, to
pray for Jen and me as we continue on
this journey. Your prayers and support
will help lead us through this journey
to serve.
Take Care and God Bless!
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Coffee available at a Fair’ price Knights ‘roll’

When you hear the monthly
announcement that Free Trade coffee is
available for purchase in O’Malley Hall
after Mass, do you ever wonder why
our parish is in the coffee business?
It’s not to “make money.” We break
even, covering the cost of the product
and shipping. It is about are two other
social justice issues: Education and
Support.
Education
Most coffee and cocoa beans are
grown in Third World countries.
Coffee and cocoa harvesters are among
the most exploited workers in the
world. They work long, hours under
awful conditions for low wages paid
by companies that make enormous
profits from their labor.
It is a shock to learn that when we
work directly with a Fair Trade, we can
sell the product for under $10 a bag
and still cover all costs for the product
and shipping. We have grown used to
paying half that amount for a single
cup in a coffee shop. It is a strong lesson

in what huge profits coffee companies
and other middle marketers make. The
problem is, these companies do not
share their profits with the ones who
do the hardest work lower down the
chain. This becomes an issue of social
justice.
Support
Our Fair Trade company guarantees
that they only purchase from growers
that pay harvesters a fair wage and
provide safe working conditions. Our
Fair Trade company deals directly with
Third World farmers and coops, giving
them an alternative to companies that
exploit growers and harvesters.
A final reason to consider
supporting our after-Mass sales: the
quality and variety of the products. We
offer a wide variety of coffee flavors,
with and without caffeine, along with
hot chocolate mix and some chocolate
candy bars, selling after Masses on
the third Sunday of the month. If you
haven’t already tried Fair Trade coffee
and chocolate, please check it out.
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to success

Once again the Knights of
Columbus members at St. Anthony’s
have joined together to raise funds for
Persons with Intellectual Disabilities
(P.I.D.).
Last summer as many as 28
members volunteered nearly 60 hours
collecting donations at the Locust
street Hy-Vee. The result of their efforts
raised over $3,000.
Three local agencies were selected
as recipients: Hills and Dales, Creative
Expressions and ARK Advocates. The
quality of life for many individuals
and our entire community is greatly
improved as a result of these
agencies. Representatives from each
organization were presented a check
at our November omelet breakfast. The
P.I.D. effort is the single largest annual
fundraiser conducted by our council.
It is a true reflection of the generosity
in our community and the unselfish
efforts of our members. Together… We
are united in charity.

RCIA Committee values RCIA process
The Rite of Christian Initiation
for Adults is the gradual process that
takes place within a faith community
providing instruction and faith
sharing, as well as a space for prayer
and discernment for those who are
interested in becoming full participants
in the Catholic Church.
The RCIA takes us back to ancient
practices of the Church, which were
revised following the Second Vatican
Council. The journey is divided into
different periods beginning with
a time of inquiry followed by the
celebration of the following liturgical
rites: the Rite of Acceptance/Welcome,
the Rite of Election, and the reception
of the Sacraments of Initiation.
Those involved in the process at St.
Anthony’s meet weekly to break open
the Word using the Sunday Gospel and
to learn and share together about the
Catholic faith. Currently, the following

people serve on the RCIA team: John
& Carol Balong, Michelle Covey and
Terry Gross.
Terry has found the process
fulfilling. He said, “It has helped me
to become more knowledgeable and
to have a deeper appreciation of my
Catholic faith. I am also inspired by
the candidates to see how they grow
in their faith as they go through the
process. There are many God moments
that happen during our meetings
where people share their joys and
struggles and how divine intervention
played a part in their faith lives. It is
like having a mini-renewal each week
that can carry you into your work week
and make a difference on how we
interact with others to be my Christlike.”
Michelle Covey notes that, “It is a
great opportunity to evangelize and

share my faith with others. The truth
is, I think I get as much or more out of
this ministry than I put in sometimes.
The candidates have all been a blessing
to work with and sometimes share
amazingly thoughtful insights into
scripture and doctrine. Watching them
‘get’ an insight that they have been
struggling with is always a joy. Each
journey has been unique, and each has
helped deepen my faith by my getting
to know them and watch their faith
journeys unfold.”
We currently have four people
in our faith community who are
journeying towards full communion
in the Catholic Church, and we will
celebrate the Sacraments of Initiation
with them at the Easter Vigil on
April 15. Please pray for them as they
continue to learn and grow in their
faith.
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When death
occurs, God
grieves with us

A weekend
get-away
for anyone

Women’s Weekend: February 17-19
Men’s Weekend: February 24-26
Do you feel like you need a break?
Perhaps you’ve had a busy summer
and fall and just need time to sit back
and re-group. Perhaps you want more
time to examine your relationship to
Christ and your spiritual growth. Or
maybe you just need a chance to get
together with friends and meet some
new friends.
Whatever the reason, we’d love
to have you join us this spring for a
wonderful weekend of beautiful music,
engaging liturgy, inspiring talks, good
food, community and friendship.
Emmaus is a great chance to get
away, take time for yourself, learn
more about yourself and your faith,
and make new friends.
For more information, check out
the St. Anthony website http://www.
stanthony-dubuque.org/EmmausDetails, grab a pamphlet from the
gathering space in church, or like us
on facebook at St. Anthony Emmaus.
If you have any questions at all, feel
free to contact any one of the following
RECTORS
Michelle Covey (home)563.583.6509;
(cell)563.590.5747
Chuck Kutsch (cell) 563.580.1220
Will this be the year you say yes to
Emmaus? We sincerely hope it is!

The death of loved
ones is obviously a
reality of life. It is
inescapable.
Some
people find that their
faith remains intact
after a loss, and others
may struggle with
their faith and beliefs. It may be helpful
to offer some help in dealing with the
reality of death.
First, it might be good to review our
image of God. Often, the view of God
is such that God controls absolutely
everything that happens or doesn’t
happen. Every good thing, every bad
thing, every tragedy is directly under
God’s seemingly secret control. This
view of God is not very helpful when
dealing with death. Our approach to
God needs to be one of seeing God as
shepherd, and comforter.
Secondly, when dealing with death
that is sudden or tragic, there may be
a temptation to blame God. We live
in an imperfect world, and pain and
suffering and grief are part of this
imperfect world. Good and evil are
fighting each other, and sometimes
we human beings get caught in the
crossfire. We shouldn’t think that God
instigates our suffering. More likely it
is the result of the reality of life.
Thirdly, rather than assume that
God is absent or even distant, we need
to consider that God grieves with us.
God lives in the eternal present. We
can never give up on God. Somehow,
God gets us through tough times. Our
responsibility is to believe it. 		
In the next “Voice” we’ll continue this
topic.
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From an IRA
to St. Anthony’s

Last
year
Congress
made
permanent the opportunity to make a
donation of up to $100,000 from an IRA
to qualified charitable organizations.
If you are 70 ½ years old or older, you
can take advantage of this simple way
to benefit St. Anthony’s and receive tax
benefits in return.
You will pay no income tax on your
gift as you do on other distributions
from your IRA. The transfer generates
neither taxable income nor a tax
deduction, so you benefit even if you
do not itemize your deductions.
This is a wonderful opportunity
for people who would rather make
a gift to St. Anthony’s rather than
pay taxes. Experts estimate that heirs
receive less than 25 percent of most
IRA assets that pass through estates.
Making St. Anthony’s a beneficiary of
your IRA after your death is thus also a
very wise thing to do if you have such
charitable intent.
The funds must be transferred
directly from your IRA administrator
to St. Anthony’s. Upon receipt of the
gift, you will receive a letter from St.
Anthony’s acknowledging receipt
of the funds and thanking you for
your donation. Because this is a tax
free donation and cannot be used as
a deduction on your tax return, the
gift will not show up on your annual
statement.
Direct rollovers to a qualified
charity can only be made through an
IRA. Under certain circumstances,
however, you may be able to roll assets
from a pension, profit sharing, 401(k)
or a 403(b) plan to an IRA and then
make the transfer from the IRA to the
charity. To determine if a rollover to
an IRA is available for you plan, speak
with your plan administrator.
This is a win-win for all of us.
Please consider St. Anthony’s in your
planning. If you have any questions,
you can contact Jim Henkels at the
parish office. Thank you for your
continued support of St. Anthony’s.

