
THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY
IN ORDINARY TIME

YEARA

PRAreR OF THE DAY:

God, our Maker, all people
are important to you
and you despise no one.
Do not let us think we are
more important than others,
but make us more like Jesus,
who loved especially those
who were rejected.
May we understand better
that to know
we really need you
is to be filled with your grfts.
We pray this prayer to you
through Christ, our Lord.

FOCUS OF THE RE{)INGS:
The scriptures give us many

images of God: shepherd, king, eagle
with her young, and so forth.
Today's readings suggest the image
of God as creative parent.

The readin g from Malachi is a
plea for unity, both in what is taught
and in the relationships among the
believers. The motivation for this
unity iswe have all been created by
the same God.

Our Gospel for today presents the
sarne, with a little more e:rpansion.
Malachi rebukes the priests of his
time for not teaching the truth. Jesus
warns against the hypocrisy of the
Pharisees who don't practice what
they teach! His lesson ends with the
same call to unitywe find inMalachi.
We are to call no one on earth master
because we all have one Master.
That truth motivates our equality.

If you want to be the greatest,
you must seroe eueryone else.

FIRST READING: Malachi 1:8-10

This is a reading from the prophet Malachi.

This is what God says to the priests of Israel:

"You have turned away from my ways.
You have led my people away
because of the things you teach.
You have not kept my covenant,
and you teach only what you want to teach
and not the whole truth.
So I will let the people see
how wrong you are,
and they will turn away from you."

The prophet Malachi said to the people:

"We have all been created
by the same God, haven't we?
Then why are we dishonest with each other?
Why do we break the covenant of our family
and hurt one another?"

The Word of the Lord.
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GOSPEL : Matthew 23: 1- 12

This is a reading frorn the Gospel of Matthew.
- One day Jesus said to his disciples

and all the people who were there with them,

"The Pharisees and teachers of the law
are important people.
They are teachers of the law of Moses.
So do whatever they tell you.
But don't do what they do,
because they say one thing
and do something else.
They don't do
what they teach other people to do.

"They do everything
so that people will notice them.
They want everyone to see what they do.
For example, when they pray,
they wear clothes
that call attention to themselves,
and they always take the places of honor
at celebrations or in the synagogues.
They love to have people
pay special attention to them
and to call them, 'teacher.'

"I don't want anyone to call you,
'teacher' or 'master,'
hecause you have only one teacher
and one master-the Christ.
The one who is greatest among you
is the servant.
If you try to make yourself important,
you will stumble.
But if you are humble,
God will make you great."

The Gospel of the Lord.
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REFLECTING ON TIM READINGS
WITH CHILDREN:

Both points of today's focus should
be discussed. Help the children see
that God is beyond a// images. We
can't see God. We don't know really
what God is like. Butwe see what
God does. So we say God islike (acts
like) a shepherd because God guides
and cares for us. God is also like a
mother, a king, an eagle, a father, and
so forth. These i-ages help us to
know God better. But God is not
really any of those things. God acts
like those things. This notion of
images for God is extremely
important in order that the children
not be frxated on any one irr'rage. The
multiple i-ages of God in scripture
give us a wonderful freedom in
relating to God. Each of us finds in
scripture those irnnges most helpful
to ourselves. We can, by presenting
many images, help children grow in
their relationship with God.

Ask the children:
o How is God like a mother or

father?

Lead the discussion along these
Iines (if possible inyour situation.)
Children who have the same father or
mother are brothers and sisters.
Malachi and Jesus tell us that
because we all have the same God,
who is like a father or mother, we are
brothers and sisters. Explore that
image (brothers and sisters) with the
children. How do brothers and sisters
act toward one another? Help them
see that this is what Jesus means by
"If you want to be the greatest, you
must Berye everyone else." For
Jesus, no one is better than anyone
else. We are all equal and should
sen/e one another.



Year A

Thirty-First Sunday of the Year

Practice what you preach

hrrnooucrrox
The Pharisees were the leaders of the Jewish peo-
ple. They studied the scriptures and were very
proud that they obeyed the Jewish law. The ordi-
nary people looked to the Pharisees for good
example, but Jesus told his followers that they did
not practice what they preached.

Srcx or mrE Cnoss

Llcnr rnr Cer.prrs
Light the candles and sing the Candle Song together.

Sonnv
Close your eyes and listen to this reading:

Lord, those who turn away from you do wrong;
those who are wise worship you.

Lord, you see dl that we do;
help us to do what is right." lPsalm 15:2-3)

Allow the children a few moments to think about
these words before reading the following slowly:

If we have chosen the wrong way
and made a mistake,
Lord, haue mercy,

If we have forgotten
to share your love with others,

Chist, haae mocy.
If we have spoiled our friendship with you

and made you sad,

Lord., haoe rnercy.

Gronre

crospsr Accuuemou
To welcome todays Gospel sing Acclamation 5.

Crosprr (Mernrev 2}.l-12)
Jesus said to the crowds, "Listen to what the

Pharisees tell you and do what they say, but do not
copy what they do. They do not put their words
into actions or practice what they preach. They are

fi.rll of self-importance and pride, and pu must not
follow their o<ample. Only God is important and
you must be ready to serve him and one anottrer."

Drscussrox
Jesus said that the Pharisees did not pracdce what
they preached. \tr(hat does this mean? It means

that the Pharisees did not match what they said
with what they did. They told everyone what the
law said they must do, but then they did not do it
themselves. They did not put the words that they
preached into action.

'We still use this saying today, because we are all
very good at telling everyone else what they
should do, but we arent very good at actudly
doing it ourselves. Can you think of o<amples in
everyday life when people dont "practice what
they preach"?

--Vhen 
you visit a friendi house to play, you

might remind them that they should share a
precious toy, but you don't share your
favorite toys at home.

-If someone else does something wrong, you
expect them to say 'torry'' right away, but
are you always ready to say "sorry" when you
get it wrong yoursel0

If we tell someone else what they should do, then
we should be ready to do that thing ourselves.

Jesus wanted us to understand that if we want
to share the message of his love with others, then
it is important for us to do what we say and show
our goodness by our actions. By showing others
how much we care for each other, our words are

not just empty sounds, they are put into loving
action.

Acrrvrrr
Hand out copies of the drawing and talk about
the pictures with the children. rUfho is being help-
fi.rl and kind, and who isnt? Have them add a few
drawings of their own in the space provided.

Cnrno

Crosncc kevm
Jesus, help us to make our actions

speak louder than our words,
So that others will see

that we belong to Christ
and may believe in you.
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Thirty-first Sunday of the Year

Focus
A Bible open at today's Gospef together with a candle
and a piece of cord with a tassel attached.

lntroduction
It is easy to tell one another what we should and
shouldn't do, and how we should behave as followers
of Christ, but often we find it difficult to actually put
our words into practice, or'to practise what we preach'.
God doesn't want us to talk about being loving and
kind, because such words are empty and meaningless
unless we actually do as we say and live our love.

Gloria

Gospel Acclamation
Light the Gospel candle and sing Acclamation 3.

Gospel
Areading from the Gospel of St Matthew (23:1-12)
(See page 377.)

Reflection
Hove you ever'shown off' about something?
We all like to draw attention to ourselves sometimes,
and enjoy being admired and praised.

How did the Pharisees show off their 'goodness' to the
people?
The Pharisees were very good at showing off and draw-
ing attention to their strict obedience of the Law. As a
sign of their holiness and closeness to God they wore a

receptacle on a band around their head (called a phylac-
tery) which contained the most important words of the
Law. They also wore tassels on their garments to remind
them of God's laws and commandments. Their tassels
were larger and more obvious than those of other people
to emphasise their strict obedience of the law.

Why did lesus tell the people not to follow their example?
The Pharisees were only too ready to talk about loving
and pleasing God, but they were not very good at put-
ting their words into action. Their loving words and
gestures were simply used to draw attention to their
own self-importance. ]esus wanted people to live and
love in a genuine heartfelt way without drawing attention
to their goodness. God sees and knows what is in a

person's heart; he wants our love to be humble and true
rather than proud and insincere.

Con you remember o paroble Jesus once told qbout a
proud Phorisee and o humble tox collector that wqs
oimed at people who were certain of their own good-
ness, ond looked down on everyone else?
Remind the children of this story from Luke's Gospel
(Luke 18:9-14):

Two men went to the Temple to pray. One was a

Pharisee, an upright and religious man who always
obeyed the law. The other was a tax collector who
cheated people to make himself rich.

The Pharisee stood up and prayed, 'Thank you, God,
for making me such a good person, unlike the tax col-
lector over there! I keep all your rules and am most gen-
erous with my money./

The tax collector stood at the back of the temple. He
bowed his head in shame as he prayed quietly,'O God,
I have done so many things wrong. Please forgive me.'

]esus said, 'It was the second man, and not the first,
who pleased God with his prayer. For anyone who
makes themselves important will be brought low, and
any who is humble will be raised high.'

Con you think of any examples of people who put their
goodness into action?
Help the children to recognise the goodness of well-
known personalities and the ordinary people living
around them.

Activity
With the help of some basic props, ask the children to
act out the parable they have just listened to.

Using lengths of brightly coloured wool or yarry help
the children to make small tassels to attach to some
ribbon and beads to use as bookmarks to remind
them of today's Gospel message.

lntercessions
As brothers and sisters in one loving family,
together let us pray to our heavenly Father:

For nations and people who hunger for justice, equality
and an end to poverty.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For people who feel hopeless
because they are unemployed or homeless.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For those who are imprisoned by loneliness,
hatred and fear.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For the sick and suffering,
and those who care for them.

Lord, in your merry, hear our prayer.

Knowing that our heavenly Father is listening,
in the silence of our hearts
let us share our own unspoken prayers with him.

Silence

Loving Father,
teach us your loving ways
and help us to serve you and one another
according to your commandments of love.
We make our prayers through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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