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CHRIST THE KING

reARA
PRAYBR OF THE DAY:

Lord, you are gentle
and do not ask us
to do more than we are able.
Give us the love
to see Jesus, your Son,
in the hungry and the thirsty,
in strangers and the poor,
in those who are sick
and criminals in prison.
Just as he died for those
who needed him most,
so may we work and pray
for the people
with the most troubles.
We pray this prayer
to you through Jesus
who lives with you,
forever and ever.

FOCUS OF TIIE READINGS:
The people of Israel saw in their leatler

the role and function of both shepherd
ancl king. David, for example, is spoken of
as both shepherd (which he was) and king
(which he became.) The role of the king
was not only to rule but to $ide, feed and
care for his people. God is also spoken of in
shepherd imagery (e.9. Psalm 23.) Here
in this passage God says, "I myself will
shepherd my flock."

In the Gmpel reading the lastjudgment
Jesus is both Shepherd and King. He will
judge between sheep and goats. The focus
is on the reol manifestation of our faith in
acts of charity; on thatwe will be judged.

REFLECTING ON TIIE READINGS
W]TH CHILDREN:

What did you hear? Encourage the
children to reflect back on what they
heard without comment or question.
Throughout the homily, try to bring in the
things said by the children
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FIR.ST READING: Ezekiel 34:11-12, 15-17

This is a reading from the prophet Ezekiel.

Our God says:

"f, myself, will take care of my sheep.
As a shepherd watches over the flock,
so will I watch over my sheep.
I, myself, will feed them and give them rest.
I will frnd those who are lost
and bring them back.
I will heal those who are hurt.
I will be a good shepherd to my sheep.
But remember, I will judge
between one sheep and another,
and I will judge between the sheep
and the goats."

The Word of the l'ord.

RESPONSE: Psolm 23

You are my shep-herd, you are my friend. I want to fol-low you

broth - ers and sis
al - le- lu

ways,- just to fol - low

1. I have all I need. You are my shep-herd,yourhand is with me.
2, When path-ways are dark, you are there guid - ing me, keep-ing me safe.
3. You give me to eat. You make me wel-come, you fill me with joy.
4. Your good-ness I know. Your love will be with me all of my life.

GOSPE L ACCLAIVIA1TION :

1.'1/\,hen you help my
2. Al - le- lu - ia,

1, ev - 'ry time you do it to
2. "Ev - 'ry time you do it to



GOSPEL: Matthew 25:3L-40

This is a reading frorn the Gospel of Matthew.

Jesus said to his disciples,

"When the King comes in glory,
he will sit on his throne
with all the angels around him.
All the people of the world will come to him,
and he will separate them
just like a shepherd separates the sheep
from the goats.
Then the Kingwill say to the sheep,

'Come and receive your share of the kingdom
which I have prepared for you.
For when I was hungry, you gave me food.
When I was thirsty, you gave me a drink.
Whenlwasastranger,
you made me feel welcome.
When I had nothing to wear,
you gave me clothes.
When I was sick, you took care of me,
and when I was in prison,
you came and visited me.'

"The people who hear these words will ask,

'When did we see you hungry and give you food?
When did we see you thirsty and give you a drink?
When did we take you in
and make you feel welcome?
When did we give you clothes to wear?
When did we see you sick or in prison
and come to visit you?'

"And the King will answer,

'When you do those things
for any of mybrothers and sisters in need,
you do it for me.
And those who do these things
will live with God forever.' "

The Gospel of the Lord.

Who are the people Jesus shows
ooncern for in this Gospel reading?

Help the children to see that all of
these people are needy in some way and
depend on others.

Can you ttrink of other stories in the
Gospel where Jesus showed special love
and concern for the poor, the hungry, and
so forth?

It is important that the children realize
that this text is a summary of all that
Jesus taught and did in his life. They
shoulal not get the idea that this is a
judgment scene which will catch people off
guard. Jesus was always identified with
the poor, the outcasts, and taught his
followers the same. Some people rejectecl
him during his life on earth for this
identification. Today's Gospel isn't God's
acceptance or rejection ofus butour
acceptance or rejection of what Jesus
taught and who he is.

Do we have people in the world, our
city or neighborhood, who are hungry,
thirsty orwho need help?

Help the children to be as specific as
possible here. Especially help them to
identify those persons iu their parish who
do things for others.

What do you think Jesus means when
he tells us, "\ilhen you do those things for
any of my brothers and sisters in need,
you do it for me"?

This is a difficult concept The children
may not be able to verbalize this trutl yet
but reflection on it will nourish the seed.

Jesus invites all people, young and old,
to meet him in the poor, the hungry, the
lonely, strangers. How canwe show our
love and our faith in the words of Jesus?

It is most important that children be
able to experience themselves responding
in action to the Gospel. Children must
also be invited to respond according to
their capacity. Discourage responses from
outside their capacity. For example,
sending money to foreign places. Children
should be encouraged to help directly and
with their own means, e.g. welcoming
newcomers to school, helping a child who
is hurt or feels rejected. They should not
feel guilty for the problems of the world.

What does Jesus say to those who do
what they can for others? This is what
the children should remember: that Jesus
has prepared a place for his followers and
wants us to be there.
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Year A

Feast of Christ the Kirg
Christ is King

ftvrnopucrron
Today is the last Sunday of the churcht year, the
feast of Christ the King. As the year draws to an

end, we turn our thoughts to the time when
Christ will return as king.

Srcu or rnr Cnoss

Lrcnr rrn Cerorcs
Say together:

May the light of Jesus shine in our lives.

Sonnv
We ask Godt forgiveness for any mistakes we have
made as we pray:

Pick me up, Lord,
if I have made a mistake and fdl again.

Take my hand
and surround me with your goodness
so that I can try again.

Gronre,

Gospnr Accr.lue.rrox
To welcome todays Gospel sing this acclamation
to the tune of Hichory, Dichory Doch

Christ is the king of the world.
One day he will come back,

And we will see his full glory.
Christ is the king of the world.

Gosprr (M,crrHEv 2523146)
Jesus told his disciples: "One day I will return in
glory to sort the good people from the bad, and I
will rurn to you and say:

When I was hungry you fed me.
rVhen I was thirsry, you gave me a drink.
\U'hen you did not know me,

you made me welcome.
Vhen I had nothing to wear,

you gave me clothes.
\[/hen I was ill, you took care of me.
\,)(/hen I was alone, you clme to visir me.

And you will ask, "Vhen did I do all these things
for you, l,ord?'

"I tell you, whenever you did any of these

things for others, you did them for me; and
because of your goodness you will share in the
glory of my kingdom. Those people who turned
others away and did not care, did the same to me.
On judgment day they will be sent away, never to
share eternal life with me in heaven."

Drscussrox
Jesus will come back at the end of time as Christ
the King. Imagine all the nations of the world
standing before Jesus. How will he sort the good
people from the bad?

Jesus knows each one of us better than we know
ourselves, even down to the number of hairs on
our head! He remembers all the times we have

been kind and the times when we have been self-

ish. He will sort out the good people from the
bad, according to the lives they have led, and
whether they have been loving or unloving people.

If we have lived for Christ, then we will share

the joy of everlasting life and happiness with him
in the kingdom of heaven.

How can we make sure that we are sorted with
the good people, and not the bad, on judgment
day? No one is good dl the time, but we can make
our loving actions ounveigh the unloving ones. If
we fill our lives with love and kindness, seeing

Jesus in each person u/e meet and always ueating
others with kindness and respect, then our good-
ness will never be forgotten.

Acrrvrrv
Draw some large, old-fashioned scales tilting
heavily to one side. On squares of paper, write
down some loving and unloving actions. Ask the
children to color these, and place them on the rel-
evant side of the scdes. Add the caption, "Christ
will weigh up our goodness."

CxsEo

Crosnvc kenn
Lord Jesus Christ,

King of the Universe,
watch over us and guide us.

Help us to remember
that whatever we do to others,
we do to you.
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Christ the King

Focus
A mirror with a burning candle in front of it.

lntroduction
Jesus commanded us to love one another as he loves us.
In today's Gospel he reminds us that this love should be
unconditional and freely shared with everyone. Each
loving gesture we make or kind word we utter will
bring us closer to his perfect kingdom, because what-
ever we do for others, we do for him.

Gloria

Gospel Acclamation
Light the Gospel candle and sing Acclamation 9 (or an
Advent Acclamation).

Gospel
A reading from the Gospel of St Matthew (25:31-46)

(See page 378.)

Reflection
Give the mirror (from the focus) to one of the children.
Ask them to describe what they see when they look in it.
A mirror reflects the image of our faces.

When we look at o person's foce, what cqn it tell us?
As newborn babies we quickly learn to recognise and
identify the faces of the people who love and care for
us; we know a person by their face. We use faces to read
emotions and to tell whether someone is feeling sad or
huppy. A person's face can tell us a great deal about
their age, where they come from (facial features and
skin colour) and what kind of life they might lead.

Show the children some magazine pictures of people's
faces and ask them to describe what they can see.

Do we know how they ore feeling? How do their different
facial expressions tell us this?

Do we know what lesus looked like? Have we any actual
photogrophs of his face?
It doesn't matter that there are no accurate descriptions
of what Jesus looked like. The Gospel allows us to know
the person of Jesus through his words and actions, and
leaves it to our imagination to picture his loving face.
(Remind the children that different races and cultures
often imagine the face of Christ resembling a likeness
familiar to their own particular culture.)

Ask the children to close their eyes ond imogine thdt they
are looking ot Jesus. What do they see? ls his hair dark
or fair? Are his eyes brown or blue? Does he hove a
beard, or is he cleon shaven? ls he smiling and happy?
Let them hold their image for a few moments and then
ask them to open their eyes again.

Invite some of the children to share their individual
images of Christ's face with the group.
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Although we might not hove a photographic image of
Jesus, where cqn we 'see' the reflection of his foce today?
The Hindu greeting, placing the hands together and
bowing, is a way of saying. 'I bow to the spark of God
that is in you'. What a wonderful way to be reminded
that God lives within each person and reveals his face
in the people all around us. It can be easy to see and
respond to Christ's loving presence in someone who is
good and kind, but it is harder sometimes to'see'him
in those who are more challenging to love. If we use our
hearts to'look' at the people around us, and search to
'see' God's love living inside them, then we will be able
to love as Jesus loves us, and expects us to love one
another.

Activity
Ask the group to close their eyes and listen to the
reading on the opposite page.

Each child should be given a copy of the reading to
colour and keep.

Older children could be given a selection of pictures
of faces cut out from magazines. Ask them to choose
a face or image to represent someone who is hungry
thirsty, naked, homeless, sick or suffering, and lonely
or imprisoned. These can be arranged on a poster or
banner around the words'Who is Jesus?'

lntercessions
As brothers and sisters in one loving family,
together let us pray to our heavenly Father:

We pray for the Church
and her people throughout the world.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer,

We pray for the homeless
and people who feel alone and unloved.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for the sick
and those who care for and visit them.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for people in prison
and their families who suffer with them.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Knowing that our heavenly Father is listening,
in the silence of our hearts
let us share our own unspoken prayers with him

Silence

Loving Father,

open our eyes to see your loving face
in places we have not looked before.
Help us to be reflections of your love
in the world around us.

We ask this through Christ your Son.
Amen.
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