
TWEI\TTY-FIRST ST]NDAY
IN ORDINARY TIME
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PRAreR OF THE DAY:

O God,
in doing your will
Jesus, your Son,
has built the church
on the work and prayers
of men and women
around the world.
Join our work
and prayers to theirs,
serving each other
in any way we can,
so that the church
may be a family of love.
Listen to the prayers of us all
as we make them
through Christ, our Lord.

FOCUS OF TIIE READINGS:
Our readings focus on the power

and fidelity of God made manifest in
human ministry.

The prophet Isaiah delivers to
Shebna the results of his unfaithful
behavior. But God will continue. A
new "officer" will be appointed who
will be invested with the keys, a
symbol of the power and authority
of God.

This theme is picked up in the
Gospel reading where Peter is given
the keys to the kingdom, symbolizing
the power and authority of Christ.
But the focus is sharpened. Isaiah
refers to the wrongful behavior of
Shebna. Christ responds to the faith
expressed by Peter.

FIIUST READING: Isaiah 22:19-23

This is a reading frorn the prophet Isaiah.

God said to Shebna,
the officer in charge of the palace,

"Because you have been so wicked,
you can no longer be an officer of the palace.
I am taking that away from you,
and I will make Eliakim
the officer of the palace.
I will give him all the power and authority
that you had.
He will be like a father
to the people of Jerusalem and Judah.
I will give him the keys to the house of David.
He will be able to open and shut the door,
and no one will stop him.
I will make him strong and sesure,
and he will bring honor to the house of David."

The Word of the Lord.

RESPONSE: Psalm 89
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1.-2,"You are- the Christ, you are- the Son of the Liv - ing God!"



GOSPEL: Matthew 16:13-1.9

This is a reading from the fuspel of Matthew.

When Jesus and his disciples
were in the area of Caesarea Philippi,
he asked his disciples,

"Who do you think I am?"

They said,

"Some people say you are John the Baptist,
and others think you are the prophet Elijah.
But there are others who say
you are Jeremiah or some other prophet."

Jesus asked them,

"And who do you say I am?"

Simon Peter answered,

"You are the Christ.
You are the Son of the living God."

Jesus said,

"Simon, you are blessed.
You did not learn that
from any human being.
No, God told you that.
And I tell you,
you will be called Peter, which means rock.
On this rock I will build my church.
It will be stronger than the gates of hell,
and nothing will be able to destroy it.
I will give you the keys
to the kingdom of heaven,
so that what you decide on earth
will be the same in heaven."

The Gospel of the Lord.
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REFLECTING ON THE READINGS
WITH CHILDREN:

After the Gospel, ask the children:
r What did Jesus ask the disciples?
o What did they answer?
o What did Peter answer?
o What did Jesus promise Peter?

Ask the children:
o If Jesus askedyou, "Who do you

sayl am?" whatwould you say?

Spend some time with this.
Nothing is more irnportant than each
of us coming to a deep personal faith
in Jesus Christ. For that to be a
reality, we must knowwho Jesus is.
Jesus constantly revealed himself to
his disciples and continues to reveal
himself to us. But this on-going
revelation centers on this question of
faith-"Who do you say I am?"

HeIp the children see that because
of the faith of Peter and the disciples,
we have the chureh and can know
Jesus in the church. We are not
alone in our faith.



Year A

Twenty-First Sunday of the Year
'Who am I?

hrrnooucrrox
Everyone knew that Jesus was a very special per-
son!They had seen him cure the sick and blind,
feed the crowds with a few loaves and fish, and do
many other marvelous things. Yet, when Jesus
asked his disciples, "'\tr7ho do you say I am?" only
one person knew the answer.

Srcn or rrm Cnoss

I:crrr rHE CANDT.ES

Light the candles and read:

Jesus said, "frt your goodnes shine like a light in
the darkness, so that through you, the love ofour
heavenly father will touch the lives of others."

(Matthew 5:16)
Sonny
God is dways ready to forgive us. Lisren to this
story:

Zacchaeus was a tax collector who was very rich
because he cheated people out of their money.
No one liked him, but Jesus was ready to for-
giveZacchaeus and to offer him his friendship.
Zacchaeus had a change ofheart and was sorry
for his dishonesry and selfishness. He promised

Jesus that he would change his ways and try
hard to be kind and loving to everyone.

(Luke l9:2-10)
Close your eyes and listen carefully to this prayer
as you say "sorry" quietly in your heart:

Jesus, open our heans

and make them more loving.
Like Zacchaeus, help us to change our ways

and make a fresh srarr.

Gronn

crosprr Accr-eMarroN
To welcome today's Gospel sing Acclamation 4.

Crosprr (Merrnrw 16:1F18)
One day Jesus asked his disciples, "'V7'ho do peo-
ple say that I am?" They answered, "Some people
say rhar you are John the Baptist; others say that
you are Elijah or Jeremiah or one of the other

wise prophets of old." Then Jesus said, "But who
do you say that I am?" The disciples were silent
until Peter spoke up, "Master, you are the son of
God." Jesus smiled at Perer and said, "My heav-

enly father has helped you to understand this. You
are the rock on which I will build my church."

Drscussror
The people thoughr Jesus was a prophet. Do you
know who the prophets were? They were wise
men who spent their lives telling the people how
God wanted them to live. The best known
prophets in the Old Testament were Isaiah,

Jeremiah, and Ezekiel.
'lV'ho 

answered Jesus' question correctly? How
did Jaus know that this was a sign to choose Peter

ro lead the church? It takes a specid light, given only
by God, to let someone "see" or know in their heart,

that Jesus is the son of God. In this wayJesus knew
to choose Peter to lead the aposdes and the church,
after he had returned to heaven.

Does everyone in the world today believe that

Jesus is God's son? M*y still believe that he was just
anorher prophet; others simply think that he was a
kind and loving man who helped many people.

lVhat do we believe about Jesus?'We are filled
with the Holy Spirit and the light of God so we
kno*, like Peter, that Jesus is the son of God, the
one that we must follow to find everlasdng life.

Acrrvrry
Copy and give out this outline drawing of St.
Peter. The children can add the details of his face
with felt tip pens and glue on scraps of wool to
make hair and a beard. Glue on the cutout gar-
ments after they have been colored, or use scraps

of material. Add a staff to represent Peter as the
shepherd of Godt flock and church on earth.

Cnmp

Crosnrc Puvrn
Lord Jesus, we believe

that you are the son of God.
Your love for us is so great,

that you suffered and died for us.

May the light of your love
always burn brightly in our hearts.
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Twenty-first Sunday of the Year

Focus
A candle arranged next to or sitting on a piece of rock or
stone.

lntroduction
As we listen to the New Testament accounts about the
life and teaching of |esus, it somehow seems incredible
to think that the followers of ]esus could be so uncertain
about his true identity. After all, the Gospels are filled
with eyewitness accounts of the many miracles he per-
formed, together with other marvellous experiences he
shared with his closest friends (his Transfiguration, for
example). Time and time again they were allowed
glimpses of his divine power and glory. Yet in today's
Gospel, when Jesus asks his closest friends, 'Who do
you say that I am?' only one of them is able to give the
right answer.

Gloria

Gospel Acclamation
Light the Gospel candle and sing Acclamation 5.

Gospel
A reading from the Gospel of St Matthew (1,6:1,3-20)
(See page 375.)

Reflection

Have you ever been osked a reolly difficult question?

How would you react if you felt unsure of the answer?
(Encourage the children to think about times at school
when their teacher might ask a question that they are
expected to know the answer to!)

When people put us'on the spot' it can make us feel
uncomfortable and ill at ease. Sometimes we are afraid
to reply in case our answer is wrong and then we might
look foolish or feel stupid in front of others. We tend to
hang our heads, avoid the gaze of the person asking the
awkward question, and say nothing.

When Jesus asked his disciples, 'Who do you soy that I
am?' how did they answer?
They said nothing. Who knows what they were each
thinking at that moment, but they could only stand
awkwardly in silence.

Which disciple declared whqt he thought, even though
it sounded almost unbelievable?
Peter boldly proclaimed that Jesus was the Son of God,
the Christ or Messiah who had been promised by God.

Why did his answer make Jesus smile?

Jesus knew that the answer given by Peter had been
revealed to him by his heavenly Father. This revelation
and understanding allowed Peter to declare his faith in
Jesus and to proclaim confidently before all that Jesus
was the beloved Son of God who was living as a man
among them. Jesus then knew to choose Peter to lead
his Church on earth.

Why did Jesus compore Peter to o rock?
Remind the children of the parable of the wise and fool-
ish men who built their houses on rock and sand (see

the Ninth Sunday of the Year, A).

Any building needs strong, firm foundations if it is to
withstand the passing of time and being battered by
wind, rain and storms. Jesus didn't want to build a

physical church from bricks and mortar, but a 'living
Church' from 'living stones' or people who share the
same faith and love for him. If such a Church is to last
and grow, then it needs to be built on a foundation of
faith which is as strong and firm as rock. God had
revealed to Jesus, that Peter was that very rock.

Activity
Make a mosaic of cut-out people or faces to fill the
outline of the shape of a church.
OR
Use coloured 'stones' or building blocks instead,
with words such as love, understanding, peace, for-
giveness, mercy and friendship written on them.

lntercessions
As brothers and sisters in one loving family,
together let us pray to our heavenly Father:

For Christians throughout the world;
may they work together to build up the Church on earth.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For people who suffer for the sake of their faith;
may they find the courage and strength to stand firm.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer,

For those blinded by doubt and uncertainty;
may our love help them to see and believe in God's
goodness.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For the hungry, the poor and those in any kind of need;
may our help ease their suffering.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer,

Knowing that our heavenly Father is listening,
in the silence of our hearts
let us share our own unspoken prayers with him.

Silence

Loving Father,
increase our faith and love,
so that we might share your life
and build up your kingdom here on earth.
We ask this through Christ your Son.
Amen.
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