
TWET{TT.THIRD
STJNDAY
IN ORDINARY TIME

YEARA

PRAreR OF THE DAY:

Loving God,
we have come together
to thank you
for your great goodness,
to beg you
to forgive the things
we have done wrong,
to ask your help
to live as we should.
Remind us always
that Jesus is with us,
joining his prayers with ours.
So it is
that we pray this prayer
through Christ, our Lord.

FOCUS OF THE READINGS:

Both of our lgsdings focus on the
obligation we have to help one
another grow in goodness. Sometimes
this requires us to point out the
errors of a brother or sister in the
church.

Ezekiel warns the prophets of his
day that they have a serious
responsibility in the community.
They are to guide the people and
show them right from wrong. The
prophetwill be held accountable.

Jesus picks up this theme and
applies it to everyone in the church.
It is not only the leaders who are
responsible, butwe are all responsible
for one another. This Gospel focuses
on the power and authority of the
communitywhich has rarely been
recognized. The source of that power
is Christ: "I am there with them."

FIR.ST READING: Ezekiel 33:7-9

This is a reading from the prophet Ezekiel.

This is what God said to the prophet:

'You must watch over my people.
Whatever I tell you to say to them,
you must say.
When I want you to warn people
who are doing evil things,
you must tell them.
If you don't warn them for me,
I will blame you for what they do.
You will be as bad as they are,
and you, too, will be punished.
But if you do warn them,
and they still go on sinning,
it won't be your fault.
They will be punished, but you will not."

The Word of the Lord.

RESPONSE: Psalm 119

God, our hope rs
Your am-mands are
Give us life to

O- pen our hearts- to

lis - ten to you. - O -pen our hearts- to lis-ten to you.-

in your Word.l
al - ways true. ,l
do your will, )

t.
2.
3.

110



GO SPE L AC CI,A]VIAITI ON:

1. "Where two
2. Al le

gath-ered in
le

am
am

I
,,I

rA

my name.
lu ial

or three are
lu - ia, al

I am there with them, -

GOSPEL: Matthew 18:15-20

This is a reading from the Gospel of Matthew.

Jesus said to his disciples,

"If your brother or sister
does something wrong,
go and talk to that person alone,
just the two of you.
If the person listens to you
and stops doing wrong,
then you have been helpful.
But if the person won't listen to you,
take two or three other people with you
and try again.
If the person won't listen to them either,
tell it to the Christian community.
And if they won't even listen
to the community,
then that person is the kind
who wants to go on sinning."

Then Jesus said,

"I tell you honestly,
whenever two or three of you
aglee to pray about something,
God will do it.
For wherever two or three people
are gathered together in my name,
I am there with them."

The Gospel of the l-ord.

1.-2. there with them,-
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REFLECTING ON TTIE READINGS
WITTI CHILDREN:

This is not an easy Gospel for
children to contemplate. Most
children have the experience of
being corrected by adults, but few
will have had the enperience of
mutuality in eorrection. This speaks
to adult men and women who can
understand their mutual
responsibility. We might help the
children see in the first part of the
Gospel that Jesus teaches us to talk
over our differences one to one
rather than tattling. But that should
not receive the mqiority of our time.
Concentrate instead on the last
portion. Help the children to see
that Jesus promises to be with us
when we pray. What is important
here is that we are in community and
thatwe pray in his name.



Year A

Twenq^Third Sunday of the Year

I am with you

[vrnooucmou
Today Jesus reminds us that he will be with us in
a very specid way every time we meet together to

Pr^y.

Srcu or rrc Cnoss

Llcnr rnr Cexorns
Light the candles and say Candle Prayer 1.

Sonnv
St. Paul rells us how we should treat other people
and reminds us that we should be ready to forgive,
just as God forgives us.

Always be ready to care for others and to be
kind and gentle. Be patient and calm and never
boast or be proud of your goodness. Just as

God always forgives you, so you must always be

forgiving towards others. (Colossians 3L2-13)
Close your eyes and speak to God quietly for a few
moments.

Gronre

Gospnr Accrlue.nox
To welcome todays Gospel sing Acclamation 2.

Gospnr (Mernnw 18:L8-20)
Jesus said to his disciples, "Listen ro me: whatever
you accept on earth, will be accepted in heaven;
and whatever you forbid on earth, will be forbid-
den in heaven. \7hen two of you agree to ask for
something, then my father will answer your
prayers. Ag"i, I tell you, that when rwo or three
of you meet together in my narne, then I will be
there with you."

Drscussrox
How many of us have garhered here today?
(Perhaps you could ask one child to stand up and
point to each member of the group, as the chil-
dren count aloud.)

Do you think thar the Holy Spirit is here with
us now? Jesus told us that when only a few people
meet together in his narne, then he promises ro be

with them. \Ve are here to listen to Godt word
together and to pray, and we know that the Spirit
shares this time with us.

Can you think of other times when turo or
more people gather together to pray? Some exam-

ples include:

-Church 
celebrations such as Mass, weddings,

baptisms, and so on;

-saying 
prayers as a family, perhaps at

bedtime or at mealtimes;

-school 
assemblies.

Encourage rhe children to discuss their experi-
ences ofprayer.

Vhen we rneet to pray, \rye come together as

one family, and Jesus joins with us in our prayer.
Such prayer is very powerful, because we know
that God the Father will answer any prayer offered
by several people when they pray for the same

thing.
tVhat different forms can our prayer together

take? 'We do not always have to use words.
Sometimes we can just sit quietly with a group of
people, with each of us sharing our thoughts and
feelings with Jesus.'We might sing together or play
some beautiful music. \fith all of these types of
prayer, the important thing is that we share them
together.

Acrrvrry
Cut out several prayrng figures as given here and
have the children color them. Cut our a larger fig-
ure ofJesus and pin him on a board before arrang-
ing the prayrng figures in a circle around him.
Add the caption "Jesus is with us always."

Cnmo

Crosnvc heynn
Lord Jesus, we know that at this momenr

you are here with us.

As brothers and sisters in Godt family,
we ask you ro listen to and answer
the prayers we bring before you today.

Now pause for a few rnornenrs of silence, or
encourage the children to share anphing that they
might want everyone to pray for.
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Twenty-third Sunday of the Year

Focus
ABible open at today's Gospel, with a large central candle
surrounded by small nightlights, and a collage of images
and headlines from magazines and newspapers of people
who need our prayers.

lntroduction
Before ]esus refumed to his heavenly Fatheq he promised
his disciples that he would not leave them alone, telling
them, 'I am with you always' (Matthew 28:20). In today's
Gospel, Jesus reminds us that when only a few people
gather together in his name, then he is there with them
through the presence of the Holy Spirit, listening to
their prayers.

Gloria

Gospel Acclamation
Light the Gospel candle and sing Acclamation 3.

Gospel
A reading from the Gospel of St Matthew (18:15-20)
(See page 376.)

Reflection
Why do people proy?
Prayer is when we lift our hearts and minds to meet
God. Often we want to ask for his help for ourselves or
for someone else. On other occasions we use prayer to
praise God and express our wonder and delight for all
the marvellous gifts he gives to us. And when we feel
that God has answered us, our prayers become a way of
thanking him for the love he shows us.

Why is it good to prqy together with other people os well
as by ourselves?
Prayer unites us and brings us closer to God and one
another. When we pray with others we are encouraged
to think not just about our own needs but the needs of
others as well. In today's Gospel, Jesus reminds us of
the power and value of several people gathering together
to share in prayer. On such occasions, |esus is present
with us in a very real and special way.

Whot should we try to remember when we pray?
jesus taught us that whenever and wherever we pray
with a pure and humble heart God will always hear us.
Even if our prayers seem to go unanswered we must
persevere, be patient and never give up (see Luke 18:1-8).

Jesus also told us that we should present our prayers to
our heavenly Father in his name, because he will join
his own prayers to those that we make (John 14:13-14).

How can we pray?
There are many different ways to pray. Prayer can be
expressed in words (like the leper who asked for help in
Mark 1:40-41), or without words as silent and private
thoughts (like the woman with the haemorrhage in
Mark 5:28), and in a whole variety of other ways which
include music, song and gesture. However, most people

find it easier to pray when they can be undisturbed.
Even ]esus used to go off on his own to spend some
time praying quietly to his heavenly Father.

Why is prayer importont in our lives?
Prayer helps us to keep in touch with God. Through
prayer we hold a conversation with God, and by mak-
ing time to sit quietly and spend time with him, prayer
allows him to speak to us in our hearts. Just as we get to
know one another through everyday conversation and
spending time togetheq, so it is with God. Prayer helps
our faith and trust in God to grow because we get to
know him a little better and love him a little more each
time we make the effort to spend time with him.

What prayers do you know? Do you hove ony favourites?
When do you say them?
It might be at school, at home or when the parish family
gathers to worship together on Sunday. We don't have
to spend a long time saying our prayers, but it is good
to try and spend at least a little time every day speaking
to our heavenly Father who loves us so much.

Activity
Use the collage images and headlines on the focal
display to encourage the children to share their
thoughts about the pictures and the situations they
see. With suitably quiet background music, invite each
child to think of someone they would especially like
to pray foq, before using a taper to light an individual
nightlight from the central candle.

lntercessions
(Remind the children that jesus is there with them and
invite them to join hands in a circle.)

As brothers and sisters in one loving family,
together let us pray to our heavenly Father:

We pray for the Church
and our brothers and sisters throughout the world.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for peace and friendship and an end to all war.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for the sick and all who suffer in mind or body.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for the dead and those who miss them.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Knowing that our heavenly Father is listening,
in the silence of our hearts
let us share our own unspoken prayers with him.

Silence

Loving Father,
who knows and loves us so well,
listen to the prayers of your children
and help us to grow each day
in the image of your beloved Son.
We make these prayers through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

118



TWENry-THIRD SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

Suffering


