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PRAreR OF THE DAY:

Lord,
sometimes we offend you
by doing wrong
and not loving as we should.
You always forgive us
whenever we turn back to you.
We thank you
for your wonderful love,
for giving us the chance
to begin all over again.
Make us generous in forgiving
those who hurt us
and ready to make friends
with people
whom we have not liked.
We ask you to do this
through Jesus, your Son,
who lives with you,
forever and ever.

FOCUS OF THE READINGS:

Both of our readings focus on
forgiveness. Our forgiveness of
others is motivated by the
forgiveness we have received.

We experience the forgiveness of
God in our own act of forgiving. In
both readings, we are told that it
makes no sense to expect forgiveness
ifwe, ourselves, will not extend
forgiveness to others.

LLz

FIRST READING: Sirach 28:2-7.

This is a reading from the book of Sirach.

Our God says:

"Forgive people when they have hurt you.
Then when you pray,
your sins will be forgiven.
How can you say
you won't forgive someone else
and then ask God to forgive you?
You are a sinner, too,
so have mercy on other people.

"Remember the commandments
and don't hate people.
Remember the promises of God
and forgive others."

The Word of the Lord.
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GOSPEL: Matthew 18:21-35

This is a reading from the Gospel of Matthew.

One day Peter asked Jesus,

"How many times do I have to forgive Eomeone
who hurts me? As many as Beven times?"

Jesus said to him,

"No, not only seven times, but seventy times seven!"

Then Jesus told the disciples this story:

"Once there was a king
who had rnany people working for him.
One of the workers owed him a lot of money
but couldn't pay it back.
The king was angry and told the guards
to sell the worker and his wife and children as slaves
to paywhat the man owed.
But the man fell on his knees and begged the king,

'Please, be patientwith me,
and Iwill payyou everything I owe you!'

"The king felt sorry for the man and forgave him.
He even said the man didn't have to pay back
the money he owed.
Now, when that same worker was leaving,
he saw another rran who owed him
only a little bit of money. He grabbed him and said,

'Pay me what you owe me!'

"The man fell on his knees and said,

'Please be patientwith me,
and I will pay you everything I owe you!'

"But the man, who had been forgiven, said,'No!'
And he had the man put into prison.

"Now when the other workers saw what happened,
theywent to the king and told him the whole story.
The king sent for the man he had forgiven
'and said to him,

'Youwicked man!
I forgave you and even forgot about
what you owed me because you begged me for mercy.
And then you wouldn't do the same for someone else!'

"So the king sent the man to prison to be punished.

"And that's the way it will be with you.
If you want God to forgive you,
you must forgive other people with all your heart."

The Gospel of the Lord.

113

Jesus insists that our forgiveness
should be without lirnif,. Matthew
uses the Jewish s5rmbol for absolute
perfection or completeness: the
number seven. But this symbol is
even multiplied here; seventy times
seven! The parable illustrates the
point and e:rpands the motivation.
Aswe have been forgiven, we must
forgive.

REFLECIING ON THE READINGS
WITH CHILDREN:

What did Peter ask Jesus?
Acknowledge to the children that it
can truly and naturallybe exasperating
when someone hurts or does some-
thingwrong over and over again. So
Peter's question was quite normal.

What did Jesus answer? What do
you think Jesus meant?

Help the children see that Jesus
means always. We often say things
like "I told you a million times," or "I
had to wait a hundred years!" We don't
meen that literally-we mean a lot or
avery long time. Jesus meant always!

Ask the children to recall the story.
o Whywasthekingangry?
o What did he decide to do?

c What did the king do when the
worker begged him not to sell
his wife and children?

o How do you think the worker
felt?

o What did the worker do when he
left the king?

r What did the worker do when
his fellow worker begged him to
be patient?

. Why were the other workers
angry?

o What did the king do then?

What does Jesus want us to know
from this story? Help the children
see that Jesus teaches us that we
must treat others the waywe want
them and God to treat us.



Year A

Twenty-Fourth Sunday of the Year

Be forgiving

hrrnooucrrox
Jesus taught us thar if we wanted God to forgive
us, then we must first learn to forgive each other.
In todays Gospel, he tells a parable about a for-
giving King and his unforgiving servant.

Srcu or rrc Cnoss

Lrcrr rnr Cerorns
Light the candles and sing the Candle Song together.

Sonnv
'\U7hen we forgive sorneone, or they forgrve us, we
lose our feelings of anger and hurt; we no longer
want to pay them back; we become friends again!

Jesus showed us how to forgive others and how he
would forgive us. (The children should join in the
response to the prayer.)

IfI have hurt anyone
by what I have said or done...

Jesus, I atn sorry.

If I have ignored someone
or made them feel unloved...

Jesus, I am sorry.

If I have been unforgiving
and full of anger...

Jesus, I am sorry.

Gronre

Gospnr Accmue.rrox
To welcome todays Gospel sing Acclamation 3.

Gosprr (Mernc.w 18r,2fr5)
One day Jesus told this story: "There was once a
kingwho had many servants. One servant owed the
king a great deal of money, but he had nothing to
pay him with. 'I will sell you and your 6mily as

slaves, and use the money ro pay for your debts,'
said the King.

"The servant fell ro his knees and begged for
another chance, 'somehow I will repay everphing
I owe,' he pleaded. The King was a kind and gen-
erous man and, taking pity on the servanr, can-
celled his debts and let him go.

"Later that day, the servant met another man
who owed him a small amount of money. 'When

he could not pay what he owed, the servant had
him thrown into jail.

"'When the news reached the king, he sent for
the unforgiving servant. 'Could you not forgive
someone just as I forgave you?'he asked. Then he

had rhe servant thrown into prison undl he could
pay back all that he owed the king."

Jesus said, 'Just as my father forgives you, so you
mu$ be ready to forgve others with dl your heart."

Drscussrox
'Why was the servant in trouble with the king? At
first, what did the king do? \7hat did he do
instead? Even though the senant owed him a great
deal of money, he completely forgave his debt and
gave him the chance to make a fresh start.

Did the servant show the same forgiveness
towards the man who owed him some money? He
quickly forgot the good example shown by the
king and what a difference the kingt mercy had
made to his life.

\tr7hat happened to the unforgiving servant?
The angry king had him thrown into jail undl he
could repay all rhat he owed.

'What 
message does Jesus give us in this para-

ble? That we rnust be ready to forgive others, how-
ever large or small their wrongdoing, if we want to
be forgiven ourselves. God will always forgive us,

but in the same way, he expects us to show mercy
to others.

Acrrvrry
Make copies of the series of pictures telling todays
parable. After coloring, pin them on a board for
the children to look at and discuss.

Cnmo

Crosncc krynn
Jesus taught us a preyer that mentions how we
must forgive others when we ask forgiveness our-
selves. Listen closely as we say the words that
speak of forgiveness:

Our Father...
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Twenty-fourth Sunday of the Year

Focus
A candle next to a Bible open at today's Gospel, together
with a pile of money.

lntroduction
When someone we love makes a mistake or does some-
thing wrong, the love that we have for them allows us
to find forgiveness in our hearts. God's love for us is
greater than we can begin to imagine. Such deep love
means that our heavenly Father is always ready to for-
give our mistakes and failings, however many times we
let him down. jesus reminds us today that, as his fol-
lowers, we are expected to forgive others as readily and
unconditionally as God forgives us.

Gloria

Gospel Acclamation
Light the Gospel candle and singAcclamation 2.

Gospel
A reading from the Gospel of St Matthew (18:21-35)
(See page 376.)

Reflection
When Peter spoke to Jesus about forgiveness, how
many times did he suggest a person might be forgiven?
Peter probably thought that he was being particularly
generous and understanding when he suggested for-
giving someone as many as seven times. Jewish law at
the time was not forgiving, and encouraged people to
demand 'an eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth'.
Indeed, since the earliest Old Testament times, Jewish
law had approved of imposing punishments which
were equal in severity to the crimes or damage caused
by a wrong-doer (Exodus 21.:25).

How do you think Peter felt when he heard Jesus' reply?
]esus turned tradidon upside down with his radical
new Gospel of love and forgiveness. Peter was probably
shocked to hear that Jesus expected him to forgive
others' mistakes and wrongdoings not just a few times
but time and time again. ]esus wanted his followers to
understand exactly what he expected from them, and
therefore told a parable with a very plain message.

Can you remember what happened in the story Jesus told?
(Ask the children to retell it in their own words.)

Why was the king so angry with the servont he hod eqrlier
forgiven?
Tiue forgiveness cannot be counted or measured out. It
is the loving response which we are expected to make
when someone is sincerely and genuinely sorry for a

mistake or offence they have committed. The king's ser-
vant was guilty of a great deal of dishonesty, but the
king had responded to his cries for mercy by giving him
an opportunity to make a fresh start. He was ready and
willing to give his servant another chance without
attaching any conditions to his forgiveness. So when the

king later learned that the servant he had forgiven so
much was unwilling to forgive another servant for so
little, he was both disappointed and angry.

What does this story teqch us obout forgiveness?
As followers of Christ, we are expected to forgive the
mistakes of one another as readily as God forgives our
own mistakes. We cannot expect to be forgiven our-
selves unless we willingly forgive others. God is full o{
compassion and merry and wants us to be the same.
Like the king in the story God expects us to treat each
other as kindly as he treats us.

Activity
Give each child an activity sheet to complete.

lntercessions
As brothers and sisters in one loving family,
together let us pray to our heavenly Father:

We bring before God's forgiving love
the Church and all her people.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We bring before God's forgiving love
all who are divided by hatred and war.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our ptayer.

We bring before God's forgiving love
people in prison and their families.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We bring before God's forgiving love
people who are trying to make a fresh start.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Knowing that our heavenly Father is listening,
in the silence of our hearts
let us share our own unspoken prayers with him.

Silence

Loving Fathet,
you are full of merry and compassion.
Help us to become people of forgiveness,
so that we may grow closer to you.
Grant this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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We must be
ready to forgive each odrer

from our heartsl
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us to forgive each other
just as we are forgiven
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