
TWENNT-FIFTH
ST]NDAY
IN ORDINARY TIME
reARA

PRAreR OF THE DAY:

Lord God,
you give good things
to all people,
even if they
have not earned them.
Show us
how to use your gifts well,
in cheering up the
downhearted,
in helping those who are sick
and are elderly,
and in prayrng to you
when we need you
and when we think we do not.
We make this prayer to you
through Christ, our Lord.

FOCUS OF THE READINGS:

The ways of God are infrnitely
different from our ways. God's way
ofjustice is radically different from
our literal, juridical concept of
justice. Both of our readings focus
on that difference.

The reading from Isaiah comes
from a larger section in which the
prophet speaks of God's mercy in the
face of the constant infrdelity of the
people. Justice, in human terms,
demands their punishment. But,
God's ways are above ourways.

The Gospel provides a parable
which makes this point real to us.
The story does not hold up the norm
of human behavior.

FIILST READING: Isaiah 55:6-9

This is a reading from the prophet Isaiah.

Isaiah said to the people,

"Look for God.
Pray while God is close to you.
Let people who do evil things
change their lives and come back to God
because God is always ready to forgive.

"For our God says,

'I don't think the way you think,
and I don't do things the way you do.
Just as the heavens
are high above the earth,
so my thoughts
are high above your thoughts,
and my ways are high above your ways.'

The Word of the lard.

RESPONSE: Psalm 145

God, you are ver- y near. We call to you. You are ver- y near.
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Ev -'ry-thing you do
You are al - ways near,

shows us
we pray
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1. For w - 'ry - thing you do is kind and lov
2. For you are al - ways near, and full of mer

how much you love us,
that you will hear us.
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GOSPE L ACCI,AI\{A1TI ON :
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"Treat people as you wouldlikethemtotreat you."Al-le - lu - ial



GOSPEL: Matthew 20: 1-16

This is a reading from the Gospel of Matthew.
One day Jesus told his disciples this parable:

"This is what the reign of God is like.
Once there was a man who owned a grape vineyard.
One morning he hired a group of workers
to pick the grapes in his vineyard.
They all agreed on how much they would be paid
for the day's work.
Later that day, the owner hired a few more workers
and said to them,

'Go into my vineyard to work,
and I will payyou what is fair.'

"Then,later in the day, he found still more workers
and sent them into his vineyard to work.
Finally, about 5:00 in the afternoon,
he saw some others in the town who weren't working
but just standing around. He asked them,

'Why are you wastingyour time instead of working?'

"They answered,

'Because no one has hired us to work.'

"So the owner of the vineyard said,

'I vrill hire you.
Go now to my vineyard and work for me.'

"That evening, the owner called all the workers together
to pay them for their work.
He started with the ones he hired last.
When they came forward,
he paid them for a whole day's work
even though they had worked only one hour.

"Now when the people who had worked aII day
came forward, they thought they would be paid more.
But they got exactly the same as everyone else.
They started complaining and said,

'These last people worked only one hour,
and you have paid them the same as you paid us.
But we have worked all day in the hot sun.'

"The owner of the vineyard said,

'My friends, I am not treating you unfairly.
Didn't we agree this morning
on how much you would be paid?
So here, take what you have earned.
I want to pay everyone the same.
Am I not free to do what I want with my own money?
Or are you angry because I am generous and kind?' "

The Gospel of the Inrd.
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Normal human behavior permits a
just pay for a day's work. According
to the norrn of human behavior, the
workers' complaint is understandable
and justified. The story is not meant
to teach that people should be paid
even when they haven't worked.
The focus of the Gospel is the
radical generosity of God's gift-to
the seemingly least deserving. In
Matthew's time, these were sinners,
social outcasts, Gentiles, and so forth.

BEFLECTING ON TIIE READINGS
WITH CHILDREN:

It will be useless to suggest that
the owner of the vineyard is a model
for employers and still less helpful to
zuggest that we should be paid for
not working. Children know that
isn't so.

Help them see that Jesus often
used stories that seem farfetched in
order to help us think. They sort of
surprise us and make us think in a
new way. When Jesus tells us a story
like this, he wants us to ask ourselves,
"What does Jesus want me to know
from this story?"

You might explain to the children
a little of the culture in which this
was written. Many people in Jesus'
time thought that only certain people
were loved by God. They didn't
believe that people who sinned or
believed different things were loved
by God. They thought only they
themselves were worthy of God's
love. They are like the people who
worked all day. The owner did pay
them what they deserved. God will
reward people who are always good.
But Jesus wants us to know that God
also loves those who try to be good.
Some people take a long time before
they can do what is right. That's
okay with God as long as they try.
God's love is very big! God loves
everyone, even the people who come
last and say, "I want to try too!"



Year A

Twenty-Fifth Sunday of the Year
'Workers in the vineyard

INrnooucrroN
Not everyone comes to know Jesus early in their
lives, for some it might happen only at the end of
a lifedme. But Jesus is loving and generous, and
today we learn that those who follow him will
receive the same reward at the end of dme: ever-
lasting life.

Srcx or rHE CRoss

Llcnt rHE CANDr-ES

As we look at the brightness of the candle flames

and prepare to listen to Godt word, we remember
the words of Psalm 119:

Your word Lord is a light for my path, a lamp
to guide me closer to you. (Psdm 119:105)

Sonnv
Listen to this story written by a wise man called
Micah:

God our father has told us what we must do: be
fair and honest in all we do and say; be loving
and caring towards others. If we do this, then
our friendship with God will last forever.
(Micah 6:8)

Encourage rhe children to close their eyes and lis-
ten to the words of this prayer:

Forgive us, Lord, when we have let you down,
when we have forgotten
that whatever we have done to others,
we have done to you.

Gronre

crospsr Accreue.rrox
To welcome todayt Gospel sing Acclamation l.

Crospnr (Mermrv 2ozl-15)
Jesus said to his disciples, "Early one morning the
owner of a vineyard went to hire some men to
work for him. He agreed to pay each of rhem one
dollar per day.

"Late that afternoon he saw some other men
who had not worked all day because no one had

hired them. He sent them to his vineyard, too,
and they set to work for him.

"At the end of the day, he paid each of the
workers one dollar as he had promised. Some of
them began to grumble. ''Why have you paid these

men the s:rme as us, when we have worked all day
in the hot sun, and they have only worked for an

hour?' they said. The owner of the vineyard
answered, ''We agreed that each of you would be

paid one dollar per day, and I have been fair. I can

choose how to spend my money, so dont com-
plain because I have been generous."'

Drscussrox
A vineyard is land which is used for growing grape

vines. Jesus often made up stories about vineyards
to help explain about the way he wanted us to live.
The vineyard was likened to the world, and the
workers in the vineyard to ourselves. 'We work in
the world, bringing the Good News to people.

How much did the owner of the vineyard agree

to pay his workers? At the end of the days work,
why did some of them grumble? They felt that it
was unfair of the owner to pay the same amount
to all of them, when some had worked longer and
harder than others. They could not understand his
generosity.

Jesus is like the vineyard owner: going out to
look for us, his workers, and giving us the chance
to come and join him. Even if we arrive late in the
day and take a long time in our lives to come to
know him, we will all receive the same reward,
everlasting life with him in heaven.

Acrrvrrv
Draw a grapevine on a large sheet of paper. Cut
out bunches of grapes and leaves. 'Write the indi-
vidual words of the following caption on some of
the bunches'Jesus is always generous." After col-
oring, the bunches ofgrapes and leaves can then
be fixed onto the vine so that they can be read.

Cnruo

Crosncc Puyrn
Lord, you are dways generous and kind.
Fill us with the generosity of your love

and make us more understanding.
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Twenty-fifth Sunday of the Year

Focus
A bunch of grapes and some coins.
(The Gospels for this Sunday and the next two Sundays
tell a series of parables which refer to vineyards. Appro-
priate pictures, props or resources can be used to help the
children to visualise and understand what a vineyard is.)

lntroduction
At the time of Jesus, vineyards were a familiar part of
the landscape where rows of vines produced the grapes
used to produce wine. Wine was often drunk in prefer-
ence to water as it was safer. Water usually had to be
collected and carried from wells, and there was always
some risk that such still water could carry disease. In
today's Gospel, Jesus uses the imagery of a vineyard
and its workforce to tell a parable about the kingdom of
God.

Gloria

Gospel Acclamation
Light the Gospel candle and sing Acclamatiorr 7.

Gospel
A reading from the Gospel of St Matthew (20:1-16)

(See page 376.)

Reflection
Why did the owner of the vineyord need to hire so many
workers?

There were many different jobs to do in a vineyard if the
vines were going to produce a rich harvest of grapes:
the vines needed to be regularly watered and weeded;
carefully pruned at the right time to encourage strong
new shoots and gronth; and regularly checked and
treated for attack from pests or diseases. At harvest time
the precious fruit had to be gathered before being used
to make wine or dried in the sun.

How much did the vineyard owner offer to pay his workers?

The workers in the vineyards were offered one Denar-
ius, which at the time was equivalent to one day's wages
for a hired man.

Why did some of the workers grumble at the end of the
day?
They were annoyed to see everyone receiving the same
reward even when they had worked a shorter day. They
thought that those who had worked in the vineyard
longest deserved a greater reward at the end of the day
for their efforts. The vineyard owner appreciated and
valued the contribution made by each worker, regard-
less of their particular job, or how long they had spent
doing it. He understood that each worker had an
important part to play, and it was only with the com-
bined efforts of all the workers that a rich and fruittul
harvest could be produced.

What do you think Jesus was trying to explain with this
story?
He compared his kingdom to the vineyard in which his
followers are the workers. Like the vineyard owner, he
irrvites everyone, not always at the same time, to share
in the work of producing a rich harvest in his kingdom.
The efforts of many different workers, doing many dif-
ferent'jobs', helps the kingdom, like the vineyard, to
grow healthy and strong and bear much fruit. Our indi-
vidual 'work' in the kingdom is valued and recognised
by God, and everyone is offered the same reward of
eternal life when our work is completed at the end of
time, regardless of how long we might have spent
working there.

Activity
In the Gospel for today and over the next two Sundays,

Jesus uses parables about vineyards to help us under-
stand more about the kingdom of heaven.

Make a frieze (on separate sheets of card or paper or
one long piece) depicting the various characters and
events for each Sunday. Begin by drawing or printing
a vine on the background as a central feature that ties
the stories and pictures together. The illustrations
and text should be arranged around the vine.

For stalks use the edges of bent pieces of cardboard
of different lengths that have been dipped in green
paint. Add big leaves by using large potatoes cut in
half and dipped in green paint. Bunches of purple
grapes can be created u,ith small bottle tops dipped
in paint and then pressed on to the paper.

lntercessions
As brothers and sisters in one loving family,
together let us pray to our heavenly Father:

We pray for peace and friendship among all people.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for understanding, respect and faimess
throughout our world.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer,

We pray for people who suffer any kind of hardship
or pain.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for the workers in the kingdom of God.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer,

Knowing that our heavenly Father is listening,
in the silence of our hearts
let us share our own unspoken prayers with him.

Silence

Loving Father,
as we make our way through life,
let us help one another to follow the path
that leads to your heavenly kingdom.
Grant this in the name of Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR
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