
FOURTH STINDAY
OF EASTER

YEAR B

PRAYER OF THE DAY:
Loving Lord,
you sent Jesus
to give us real life,
your life.
Because we belong to you,
help us live as your children
and follow Jesus
by loving others
and caring for those
who need help.
As his sisters and brothers,
may we always
recognize his voice
when he calls us
and leads us to you.
We ask you to do this
through that very same
Jesus, who lives with you,
forever and ever.

FOCUS OF THE READINGS:
The mission of the church is to

shepherd: to preach, to heal, and to give
witness with our lives.

Our Gospel presents the Good
Shepherd as one who is both gentle and
powerful. He leads his flock by the sound
of his voice. The Good Shepherd has
power to lay down his life, and the power
to raise it up again. He is willing to die
rather than abandon his sheep.

When the disciples claim the power of
the Risen Lord by healing a crippled man,
they are put in jail. Peter proclaims that
it is by the power of the name of Jesus
that the man was healed. It is a sign of
the Resurrection. 'You crucified him. But
God raised him from the dead."

Continued healing and preaching are
signs that the Good Shepherd is among us.

FIRST READING: Acts 4:8-L2

This is a reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

Peter, who was filled with the Holy Spirit,
spoke up and said,

"Leaders of the people, you have put us in jail,
and now you want us to explain to you
how this crippled man was healed.
We tell you and all the people of Israel
that this man was healed
by the name of Jesus Christ.

"He is the same Jesus you crucified,
but God raised him from the dead.
And so, he is like a stone
which you builders didn't want.
But this stone
has now become the cornerstone
which holds up the whole building!

"And by the power of the name of Jesus,
this man has been healed.
Jesus is the Savior,
and only in his name are we saved. "

The Word of the Lord.

RESPONSE: Psalm 118
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GOSPEL ACCI"AMAITION:

"l am the Good know my

sheep

sheep and my sheep know me." Al - le

GOSPEL: John L0:1-1--L8

This is a reading from the Gospel of John.
Jesus said,
"I am the Good Shepherd.
The Good Shepherd
is even willing to die for the
A person who is only hired
to watch the sheep,
and doesn't own them,
runs away when a wolf comes,
and leaves the sheep to be snatched
and scattered by the wolf.
A person like that
is working only for money
and doesn't really care about the sheep

"But I am the Good Shepherd.
God knows me, and I know God.
And in the same way,
I know my sheep and my sheep know me.
And I am willing to die for my sheep.

["I have other sheep
who aren't in this flock yet.
I must lead them too,
and they will listen to my voice.
Then there will be only one flock
with one shepherd.l
God loves me
because I am willing to die for my
No one makes me give up my life;
I grve it up freely.

sheep.

I have the power to raise it up again.
[This is what God commanded me to do."]

The Gospel of the Lord.
L) Reader may omit text that appears in brackets.

51

REFLECTING ON THE READINGS
WITH CHILDREN:

After the Gospel, ask the children to
recall what they heard. Help them to
recall that Jesus, like the true shepherd,
will never leave us. He will always care
for us even when we are in danger. Even
when we are afraid, he is not afraid. He is
even willing to die rather than leave us.

Ask the children what they know
about sheep and shepherds. Have they
eYer seen sheep with a shepherd? For
many children, especially those living in
cities or suburbs, the image of sheep and
shepherd will not be a familiar one. It is a
powerful and frequently used image in
both the Old and New Testaments. It will
be well worth the time to familiarize the
children with both the shepherding of
Jesus'time and of today. Perhaps you will
find pictures or even a short film on
shepherding today.

The image rests on the reality of the
intimacy that exists between sheep and
their shepherd. Even today, where sheep
are tended, they respond to the voice of
the shepherd who leads them to the
sheep fold at night and, in the morning
to good pastures. A true shepherd is
different from a hired hand. It is this
intimacy and care that Jesus speaks of here.

Jesus said that he wants everyone to
listen to his voice. How do we listen to his
voice today? Ask the children who tells
them about Jesus: parents, teachers,
priests and other ministers. Help them to
see that these people are shepherds in the
church today. Jesus continues to be our
Good Shepherd through these people.
Jesus wants everyone in the whole world to
be united as sisters and brothers. Jesus
called this "one flock of sheep with one
shepherd."

How can we help everyone to be united
as "one flock"

o at home?
o at school?
o in groups to which we belong?
o in our neighborhood?

You may wish to conclude by singing the
Psalm response again.



Fourth Sunday of Easter

Focus
A central candle with pictures or models of sheep
arranged around it.

lntroduction
What would you do if you looked out the window and
saw a flock of sheep passing by? You'd probably be so
amazed by the sight that you'd leap to your feet and go
to take a closer look! Flocks of sheep and the shepherds
who cared for them were a familiar sight in the time of

]esus, and he used them in his parables to help people
to understand what he had to say.

Gloria

Gospel Acclamation
Light the Gospel candle and sing Acclamation 2.

Gospel
A reading from the Gospel of St ]ohn (10:11-18)

(See page 381.)

Reflection
Hos anyone ever visited o farm ond had the opportunity
to feed a lamb? Whot happened and wqs it on enjoyoble
experience?

Jesus desuibed himself os o 'Shepherd'. What does a
shepherd do?
A shepherd is the name given to someone who looks
after sheep. They are responsible for their well-being
and care. Unlike today, at the time of Jesus shepherds
would have been a very familiar sight.

Whqt mqkes a shepherd good at his job?
A good shepherd knows each sheep in his floch and
can tell them apart even though they might all look the
same to the untrained eye! He loves and cares for them,
and is ready to go to any lengths to prevent them from
coming to any harm. The shepherd is rather like a lov-
ing parent, watching over the little ones in his care.

lf Jesus is the Good Shepherd, who is his flock?
Anyone who follows Jesus the Good Shepherd, wherever
he leads, belongs to the flock that he loves and cares for.

When are Christians officiolly welcomed into Christ's flock?

When a person is baptised they are welcomed into a

community of faith, the flock which is the Church. God
calls them by name to follow his loving ways.

Did the 'Good Shepherd' give up his life for his flock?

]esus loved his flock so much that he was ready and
willing to die on the cross for the sake of those who
choose to follow him. By dying he destroyed the sins of
the world, and by rising to new life at Easter he offered
us the chance of new life with God for ever.
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Read the following prayer to the children:

The Good Shepherd takes care of all my needs.
He leads me to lush green meadows where I can res!
and crystal clear pools to refresh me.
He protects me from every kind of danger
and guides me along the path of goodness.
When night falls, and darkness surrounds me,
I am not afraid.
I know that God is always beside me
to calm all my fears.
(Adapted ftom Psalm 23:1-4)

Activity
Make sheep sock puppets using clean old white socks
and cut-out eyes, noses and tongues. Glue knitting
yarn or cotton wool on to the body of each sheep.

OR
Make paper plate puppets, using small paper plates
folded in hall with cut-out card ears and eyes, and
stick cotton wool on the top.

lntercessions
As brothers and sisters in one loving family,
together let us pray to our heavenly Father:

Christ the Good Shepherd calls us to follow him;
let us pray that Christians everywhere will listen to his
voice.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Christ the Good Shepherd gave up his life for us;
let us pray for all who have suffered and died
in his name.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayen

Christ the Good Shepherd protects us from harm;
let us pray for people endangered by wa1,

violence and hatred.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Christ the Good Shepherd knows each of us by name;
let us pray for those who feel alone and uncared for.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our ptayeL

Knowing that our heavenly Father is listening,
in the silence of our hearts
let us share our own unspoken prayers with him.

Silence

Loving Father,
hear the prayers of the flock gathered here before you,
as we place our loving trust
in the Good Shepherd who leads us to you.
Grant this through Jesus our Lord.
Amen.
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Year B

Fourth Sunday of Easter
The Good Shepherd

tvrnooucnor
Jesus takes care ofus jusr as a good shepherd takes
care of his sheep. He knows each one of us, and
we know him and are glad to follow him wherev-
er he leads.

Srcr or rnr Cnoss

f.rcrrr rnr Cexprns
Light the candles and say Candle Prayer 2.

Sonnv
Listen carefully ro this reading:

God is full of kindness and love, and always
ready to show us the path to follow. He leads us
with patience and understanding, and forgives
us if we stray and lose our way. tVhen we look
to him for help, he rescues us from harm and
helps us to try again, because his forgiveness is
unending. (Psdm 25:10-16)

(Pause for a few moments of silence.)

Jesus, you are the Good Shepherd.
Forgrve us if we have wandered

away from your path
and guide us back to your love.

'107e 
ask this through Jesus Chrisr, our Lord.

Gronre.

CrospEr Accr-lMerronc
To welcome todays Gospel sing Acclamation 3.

Gosprl (Iornr 10:11-15)
One day Jesus said, "I am rhe Good Shepherd,
who is ready to die for his sheep. A man who is
hired to look after the flock does not redly care
about it, because he knows thar the sheep do not
really belong to him. Vhen the hungry wolf
appears, the man runs away, and the sheep are
worried or scattered. I know each of my sheep by
natne, and they know the sound of my voice.
Theywill always follow me, and I am ready to give
up my life for them."

Drscussrox
A shepherd is someone who loola after sheep.
'\tr7hat do you think makes a good shepherd? A
good shepherd cares for dl the needs of his sheep:

finding them pasture and water and shelter from
the weather, and protecring them from wild ani-
mals and danger. He warches over them at all
times and knows each of them individually.

'What did Jesus say about the hired man? A
hired man was paid to look after a flock of sheep.

The sheep did not belong to him, and he didnt
particularly care about them. So when a wolf
appeared, the hired man worried more about his
own safery and abandoned the flock.

How would you describe a sheep to someone?

They are timid and gentle animals, which like to
be kept together within rheir flock. They are not
particularly clever and get themselves into all sorts
of trouble unless someone takes care of them.

Jesus is the "Good Shepherd," and we are his
flock. He told this story to make us understand
that he cares for us as much as the shepherd cares

for his sheep. He watches over us at all times and
knows each of us by name. He goes before us to
guide us and keep us from all harm. He takes care

of all our needs, and we can trust in his goodness.

Jesus' love was so strong that he was willing to
suffer and die on rhe cross for our sakes. His sac-

rifice meant that we can follow him to his heav-
enly kingdom, where we will share eternal life
with him.

Acrrvnv
Using the template given (it will need to be
enlarged slightly), cut out some sheep masks from
sdff cardboard. Attach these to a stick and help
the children to glue cotton balls to rhe masla.

Cnmo

Croswc heyrn
Jesus, you are the Good Shepherd,

and we are your flock.
Help us to know your voice

and always follow you.
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