
FIFTH ST]NDAY
OF EASTER

YEAR B

PRAYER OF THE DAY:

God, our Father,
you want
more than anything else
to share with us
all the good things
of your life.
That is why you sent Jesus
to tell us about you
and show us the way.
So when we get tired
of doing good,
make us strong
and determined again,
and help us to believe in you
more and more.
We pray this prayer
through Christ, our Lord.

FOCUS OF THE RE{)INGS:
The mission of the church is to

give witness to the Risen Lord
through preaching and by the good
works that we do.

Our first reading tells us that
Saul, a former persecutor of the
church, has become a believer.
United with Christ, he is able to
preach with great power, and more
and more people come to believe.
The Gospel tells us that we can do
this, but all good works can be
accomplished only if we are united
intimatelywith him. John uses the
image of a vine and branches to show
that our very life as Christians is
dependent on the Iife of Christ.
Being united to him means living by
his words and doing his work.
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FIRST READING: Acts 9:26-31

This is a reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

When SauI came to Jerusalem,
he wanted to join the disciples there,
but they were afraid of him.
They didn't believe
he had really become a follower of Jesus.
So, Barnabas took him
and introduced him to the apostles.
He told them how SauI had seen the Lord
on his way to Damascus.
He told them that Jesus had spoken to Saul
and that now Saul really did believe in Jesus.
He also told the apostles
how bravely Saul was telling others about Jesus.
So Saul stayed with them in Jerusalem
and preached with great power
in the name of Jesus.

Because of Saul's preaching,
some of the people tried to kill him.
When the disciples heard
that Saul was in danger,
they took him down to Caesarea
and sent him by boat to a city called Tarsus.

With the help of the Holy Spirit,
more and more people
came to believe in the Lord
and to follow his ways.

The Word of the Lord.

RESPONSE: Psalm 134

Come and bless the Lord,- all who serve the Lord. 

-

1. AII
2. Lift
3. Praise
4. May

who stand in the House
your hands to the Ho -
our God who made heav'n
God bless you for all

of- God.-
ly- place.-
and- earth.-
your- days,-



GO SPEL AC CI,AIVIATI O N :

"l am the vine, you are the branch-es. You live in

me and I live in you," Al - le - lu ia,

al - le - lu - ia. "You live in me and I live in you."

GOSPEL: John 15:5-8

This is a reading frorn the Gospel of John.

Jesus said,

"f am the vine,
and you are the branches.
When you are a part of me
and I am living in you,
you will do great things for God.
But if you are cut off from me,
you can do nothing.
All those who do not stay part of me
are like dried up branches
that can only be gathered up and burned.
But if you are apafi of me
and you live by my words,
you may ask for whatever you want,
and it will be done for you.
When you do good deeds,
you show that you are my disciples,
and you give honor and glory to God. "

The Gospel of the Lord.
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REFLECTING ON THE READINGS
WITH CHILDREN:

After the Gospel, ask the children
to recall what they have heard.

o Why did Jesus call himself a
vine and us branches?

o What did he mean?

Explore the image with the
children,

Show the children a live
plant, preferably avine. Give them
time to see that the branches are
connected to the vine. Show them
that small branches may be
connected to larger branches, but all
are connected to the vine.

Ask them what happens when a
branch is cut off from the vine. Help
them to see that the branch lives
because it is connected to the vine.
We know from seeing branches that
are cut or fall offa tree, that soon
they dry up. But the branches that
remain on the tree or vine grow, and
fruit can grow on them.

Help them understand that just as
fruit grows on a branch that is
connected to the vine or tree, we do
good things when we are united with
Jesus and have his life in us-when
we stay close to him and live by
his words.



Fifth Sunday of Easter

Focus
A Bible open at today's Gospel with bunches of red and
green grapes, and a small bowl with some dried sul-
tanas and raisins arranged around it.

lntroduction
God provides everything that is necessary for his creation
to be fruitful and multiply. ]ust as the vines in a vineyard
produce a rich harves! so too can the Word of God take
root in our lives and yield a rich harvest as we bear the
fruits of his love in our daily thoughts and actions.

Gloria

Gospel Acclamation
Light the Gospel candle and sing Acclamation 5.

Gospel
A reading from the Gospel of St John (15:1-8)

(See page 381.)

Reflection
Show the bunches of grapes to the children. Whot name

do we give to the plants on which these fruits grow?
Grapes grow on plants called vines.

Do all gropes look ond taste the same?
(Encourage the children to discuss differences in colouq,

sweetness and whether they are seedless or not.) Differ-
ent varieties or types of vine produce grapes with dif-
ferent qualities and characteristics.

What do we call o farm where vines are grown?
A vineyard.

What can grqpes be used for?
We can eat them fresh as sweet and delicious fruits; we
can dry and preserve them as sultanas and raisins; or
the fruits can be used to make wine.

Do we grow vines in the United Kingdom?
We have some vineyards, but our climate is not ideally
suited for them because they need warm temperatures
and plenty of sun. They were a familiar sight where

Jesus lived, when many people drank wine because
water was often scarce and not always safe to drink.

What would happen to the gropes on o branch if it is
chopped off the vine?
The fruit on that branch would wither and die, and the
harvest of grapes would be lost. A branch draws all its
life from the main vine, which supplies it with the
essential water and nutrients on which it depends.

Why do gardeners prune plonts such os vines?
Pruning is the word used to describe cutting out dead or
diseased parts of a plant to keep it healthy, and trimming
back branches to encourage new and strong growth. At
certain times in our lives (such as Lent), we'prune' away
the clutter in our lives, to encourage new and strong
growth in our faith and to help us to become closer to
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God. ]ust as a vineyard needs managing and cultivating
in order for it to bear fruit so our own spiritual lives
need constant attention.

Jesus described himself as the 'vine' ond us os hr''s

'branches'. Who is the gordener who cares for the vine
and helps its branches to bear fruit?
God the Father fills us with his life and helps us to grow
strong in faith and love. He trims away the parts of our
lives that would make us grow apart from him, and
spoil the fruits of his love.

Jesus said, 'Because you have listened to me and under-
stood my message, you will beqr much fruit.' Was he

talking about grapes or did he meon something else?

Jesus is the vine and we are the branches. His Spirit fills
us with life and helps us to become more like jesus. His
presence with us can be seen in the sort of people we
are when the Spirit lives within our hearts. By living as

]esus has taught us and by following his example, we
will bear the'fruit of his love' in the world around us by
sharing our joy, peace, love, patience, generosity, faith-
fulness, gentleness, kindness and self-control. (See

Galatians 5:22-23 to name the fruits of the Spirit.)

Activity
Copy the figure of Jesus on to a large sheet of card.
Use large potatoes cut in half, and the edges of
lengths of cardboard, to create a vine print around
the central figure of Christ by dipping them into
green paint.

lntercessions
As brothers and sisters in one loving family,
together let us pray to our heavenly Father:

Let us pray for the Church and all who follow Chris!
may we bear the fruits of his love in our everyday lives.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayet

Let us pray for people whose lives are diseased by hatred
and anger; may God's peace heal their pain and wounds.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Let us pray for people who have grown away from
God's love and truth; may the fruits we bear lead them
back to him.

Lord, in your mercy, heat our prayer.

Let us pray for people who are suffering and in pain; may
they find strength and comfort in the fruits of their faith.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Knowing that our heavenly Father is listening,
in the silence of our hearts
let us share our own unspoken prayers with him.

Silence

Loving Father,
Iisten to the prayers of your children
and make our lives pleasing to yoq
so that we may bear the fruits of your love.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Year B

Fifth Sunday of Easter
I am the true vine

hrrnonucrron
A branch cannot live and produce fruit unless it is
nourished by the tree or plant to which it is

artached. Today Jesus compares himself to a vine,
and we are the branches which bear the fruit of his
love.

Srcx or rru Cnoss

Llcnr rnr C.lrprcs
Light the candles and sing the Candle Song.

Sonnv
If Christt spirit is living in us, then everyone will
see the fruits ofhis presence: love, happiness, for-
giveness, generosity, and honesty.

Heavenly father,
the fruits of your Holy Spirit
are not always obvious in our lives.

Prune away the parts of our lives

that stop us from growing strong
and fill us with your life and your love.

Gronre

Gosprr Accuuerrox
To welcome todayt Gospel sing Acclamation 5.

Gosprr Oornv 15:1-a)
Jesus told his disciples, "I am the true vine and my
father is the gardener who tends the vine. Any of
my branches which don't bear fruit are cut away,

and the branches which carry fruit are pruned by
him so that the following year they will produce
even more.

"Because you have listened to and understood
my message, you will bear much fruit. A branih
that is cut offthe vine will wither and die without
producing any fruit. If you stay close to me and
carry my words in your heart, then you will bear

much fruit and ruly be my disciple."

Drscussrox
A gardener's job is to make sure that the plants
which he or she tends are healthy and strong. One

way they can do this is by pruning. This means

cutting alway eny dead, damaged, or weak stems

and branches ofa plant or tree. It encourages new
growth by making the other buds and shoots grow
strong and healthy.

(lf possible, either demonstrate pruning using

some gardening shears and a potted shrub or rvig,
or show the children some pictures of the tech-

nique in a gardening book.)
Good pruning builds a s$ong framework of

branches but also encourages good fruit produc-
tion for many years. By careful pruning, the good
gardener keeps his plants strong and hedthy, and

every yeer they produce rnore and more fruit.
In todry's Gospel, who was the vine and who

was the gardener? Jesus described himself as being

like a vine, with us as the branches. God the Father

was the gardener who did rhe necessary pruning.

Jesus used the story of the vine and branches to
explain that we are all part of him. It is through

Jesus that we have life, and through the work of
his father that we flourish and grow strong. He
prunes away the things in our lives that make us

weak or stop us from growing strong in faith and
love.

Jesus is living and working in our lives, in our
thoughts, our actions, and our words. By being kind
and loving ready to forgive, and honest and gener-

ous, the fruits of his love are there for dl to see.

Acrrvrrv
Use enlarged copies of the illustration for this
activiry or draw a simple outline of a tree trunk
on a large sheet of paper.'Write'Jesus is the vine"
on the trunk. Ask some of the children to stick on
some smdl twigs into position using sdcky tape.

Add the caption "\7e are the branches." Ask the
other children to color in large cutout fruits. Help
them to label these with the fruits of God's love
and to attach them to the branches.

Cnnuo

Crosnra heren
Lord, fill us with your life and love

so that we will produce much fruit
and a rich harvest for your sake.
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