
TWENTY.NINTH SI.]NDAY
IN ORDINARY TIME
YEAR B

PRAYER OF THE DAY:

Patient God,
you wait on us
as we struggle
and often fail to do your will.
Turn us from our selfish ways
to serve each other.
May we be alive to the needs
of our families and friends,
and so be like Jesus,
the servant of us all.
We make this prayer
through Christ, our Lord.

FOCUS OF THE READINGS:

The focus of the readings is the
diffrcult message that suffering,
willingly accepted in an attitude of
seruice, can be a means of salvation.
The servantinlsaiah gives his life
for sins of others, and "his suffering
will save many people." Jesus
presents the same challenge. It is
the servant, not the power-Ioving
rulers, who image the life of Jesus.
It is the servant, whose life is gtven
willingly, who saves many people.
Both readings present the profound
mystery of salvation through
suffering.
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FIRST READING: Isaiah 53:10-11

This is a reading from the prophet Isaiah.
If my servant gives his life
to make up for the sins of others,
he will live to see his family for many years.
He will be doing what God wants him to do.
Because he suffers, he will be given light,
and his suffering will save many people.

The Word of the Lord.

RESPONSE: Psolm 16 and Psalm 27

have mer-cy God.

You are my light my sav - ior;
When it is dark a - round me,

I trust in

with yourhelp I shall not be a - fraid.
noth- ing takes me a - way from your love,

Have mer-cy God,



GOSPEL AC CI,AIVIAIIION :

( Fingersnap)

"lt you want to be the great-est you must serve my bro-thers

mysis-ters," Al - le - lu - le - lu - ia.-

-. -. -
the great-est you must servlET'- 

-

GOSPEL: Mark 10:42-45

This is a reading from the Gospel of Mark.

Jesus said to his disciples,

"You know that rulers of the Gentiles
(who don't believe in God) use their power
to take advantage of the people.
Those rulers love to feel very important
and to have other people serve them.

"But you must not be like that.
If you want to be truly great,
you must serve others.
And if you want to be the most important,
you must serve everyone.

"I did not come so that others could serve me.
I came so that I could serve everyone.
I came to give my life to save all people. "

The Gospel of the Lord.
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REFLECTING ON THE READINGS
WITH CHILDREN:

Ask the children if they have ever
played in games where one or two
children take charge and bully the
rest of the children. Ask them how
they feel when this happens and why
the other children continue to play
with these bullies.

o How did Jesus describe the
leaders who don't believe in
God?

o What did he say about being
Ieaders among Christians?

o How did he describe Christian
leaders?

o Who did Jesus say are the truly
great people in Christianity?

o Do you know umyone who serves
others:

o in our parish?
o in your school?
o in your family?

o How are they like Jesus?

Help the children see that Jesus
gave his life for others by dying, yes,
but also by the way he lived.

o How can we be like him?
As always, it is important to keep

the children focused on ideas
appropriate and reasonable for their
age level.
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Twenty-ninth Sunday of the Year

Focus
A Bible open at today's Gospel, together with a candle
and a basket with pieces of paper shaped like feet.

lntroduction
The teaching of Jesus is pure and simple - true great-
ness, real achievement, is in serving others. Jesus gave
us the perfect example to follow as we try to walk in his
footsteps along the path to heaven. When our hearts are
full of love and humility, then anyone can be a servant
of Christ and his Gospel of love.

Gloria

Gospel Acclamation
Light the Gospel candle and sing Acclamation 7.

Gospel
A reading from the Gospel of St Mark (10:35-a5)

The two disciples James and John came to ]esus and
asked him, 'MasteL can one of us sit on your right and
one on your left in the kingdom of heaven?'

]esus said to them, 'My friends, you do not understand
what you are asking. Can you share my cup of suffer-
ing, and be baptised in the way I shall be baptised?'

'Yes, Lord, we cary'they replied.

'Very we[' said Jesuq 'it shall be so, but only my heavenly
Father will decide who sits at my right hand or my left.'

When the other disciples heard what James and John had
asked, they were angry and began to argue with them.

]esus said to them, 'You must not quarrel with each
other about which of you is the greatest! I have come as

a servant and not as a king! Anyone who wants to be
great must be ready to serve everyone else; anyone who
wants to be first must be ready to put others before them.
After all, the Son of Man came to serve others, and to
give up his life to set many people free.'

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Reflection
Which of the disciples came to Jesus to qsk for a favour?

]ames and his brother ]ohn.

Whot did they want Jesus to give them?
The two brothers requested positions of importance in
the coming kingdom. They still did not understand
what Jesus expects from those who choose to follow
him. Jesus told them that only God could grant such a

request.

Whqt did they hove to do if they wonted to share in
Christ's glory?

Jesus made it clear that if they wanted to share in his
glory then they must also be prepared to share in his
suffering ('cup' and'baptism' are symbols of suffering).

What happened when the other disciples heard whot
had happened?
There was ill feeling between the discipleg which soon
led to arguments about which of them was the greatest
and deserved to sit next to ]esus in his kingdom.

What did Jesus want his disciples to understand?
That the only way to greatness is to serve others with
humility. ]esus set the example of a Servant King who
willingly gives his life for his people. The Christian dis-
ciple today is still called to imitate the example of lov-
ing service given by ]esus our Mastel, as we go about
our everyday lives at home, at school or at work.

Activity
There are all sorts of ways to serve God and one
another doing ordinary things in our ordinary lives!
Encourage the children to suggest ways of express-
ing this loving service as we try to follow in Chrisfs
footsteps. Write their ideas on a sheet for all to see.

Give each child a paper 'footprint' and a coloured
pen or crayon. Ask them to write or draw a sugges-
tion for serving God and others using their own
ideas or one copied from the sheet. Invite them to
place these in the basket and then muddle them up,
before giving one to each child. Make sure that
everyone understands the word or picture on their
particular 'footprint'. They should then take these
home and try to put the service they have been given
into action!

lntercessions
As brothers and sisters in one loving family,
together let us pray to our heavenly Father:

We pray for the Church and all who serve God
with their lives.

Lord, in your mercy, hear out prayer.

We pray for an end to injustice, persecution
and poverty in our world today.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer,

We pray for peace and reconciliation
between nations, races and religions.

Lord, in your merry, hear our prayer.

We pray for people who are sick
and suffer in mind or body.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Knowing that our heavenly Father is listening,
in the silence of our hearts
let us share our own unspoken prayers with him.

Silence

Loving Fathet,
may our willingness to serve with humility
bring us ever closer to your love.
Grant this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

230



TWENTY.NINTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR



Year B

Twenty-Ninth Sunday of the Year
A place in heaven

Irrnooucuolv
James and John went to Jesus to ask an important
favor. They wanted Jesus to promise them a spe-
cid place beside him in the kingdom of heaven.

Listen carefirlly to today's Gospel to hear whether
or not Jesus granted their wish.

Srcn or rHE CRoss

Lrcnr rrrc CANDES
As we light the candles we listen to the words of
the prophet Isaiah:

The world was fi.rll of darkness and shadows,
but now it is filled with light so everyone can
see. God sent his only son to fill our world with
peace and love. (Isaiah 9:l-2,6)

Sonnv
Listen to this reading:

Lord, you will show me the path
that leads to everlasting life.

And as you walk beside me on my journey,
I will be filled with the happiness

that lasts forever.
(Psalm l6:11)

Gronrn

Gospm Accr-lue.rron
To welcome todayt Gospel sing Acclamation 4.

Gosprr (MARK 1Oz3/*5)
The nvo disciples, James and John, came to Jesus
and asked him, "Master, can we sit on either side
of your throne in the kingdom of heaven?" Jesus
answered, "Only my heavenly father can decide
this." \(/hen the other disciples heard what James
andJohn had asked, theywere angry and began to
argue with them.

Jesus said to them, "You must not quarrel with
each other about which of you is the greatest! I
have come as a servant and not as a king! tVhoever

thinla of others before themselves will be reward-

ed for their goodness, and they will have a place

with me in the kingdom of heaven."

Drscussrox
James and John wanted Jesus to promise them a
specid place in heaven with him. This caused the
disciples to argue about which one of them was

the greatest and deserved to have the best place.

Jesus reminded them that it is God the Father
who will decide who deserves a place in heaven.

He will measure our greatness by our goodness and
willingness to think of others before ourselves.

Jesus did not come as a king bur as a servant of
all humankind. He put our needs first and died on
the cross to save us from sin. Can you think of
anyone who puts the needs of others before their
own? (Encourage the children to make rheir own
suggestions, e.g., parents, teachers, and nurses.)

Mother Teresa is a nun who truly puts the
words ofJesus into action. Like him, she has made
herself a serrrant of the people, and puts the needs

of the poor and dying people in India first. She
does all of this out of love for Jesus, and she

expects no thanks or reward. Her goodness will
make her truly great in the sight of God.

If we remember the words of Jesus, "'\trThatever

you do to others, you do to me," then we should
always remember to treat other people with love
and kindness, and to think of them before our-
selves. By being unselfish and generous with our
love, we will be assured of a place with Jesus in
heaven.

Acrrvrrv
Copy the picture of God sitting on a heavenly
throne, with a crowd of people in the foreground.
Talk about why only God will decide who shall be
welcomed into the kingdom of heaven.

Cnmp

Crosuvc herrn
Jesus, teach us to be loving and caring

and to think of other people
before thinking of ourselves.
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