
THIRTY-FIRST SI]NIDAY
IN ORDINARY TIME

YEAR B

PRAYER OF THE DAY:

Mighty God,
there is no one
greater than you.
Put in our hearts
a deep love for you;
teach us how to pray,
and guide us always
to do what you wish.
We ask you this
through Jesus Christ,
who is God with you
and the Holy Spirit,
forever and ever.

FOCUS OF THE READINGS:

The focus of our readings is "love
of God and neighbor." Because our
society tends to trivialize the word
ttlove," we are apt to miss the
profound nature of this teaching in
our two readings. The introduction
to this commandment in
Deuteronomy is a radical call to faith
in one God-a notion known only to
the people of Israel. Precisely
because there is only one true God,
they are commanded to give total,
unconditional love to God. For the
Hebrew, heart, mind, and soul are
not three separate faculties but
rather the total person. Jesus
combines this total, unconditional
love of Godwith the love of neighbor.
It is with this same love of mind,
heart, and soul that we are
commanded to love our neighbor.
The focus comes from the conclusion
Jesus draws-there is no greater
commandment; nothing, no sacrifice,
substitutes for it.

FIRST READING: Deuteronorny 6:4-G

This is a reading from the book of Deuteronorny.

Moses said to the people:

"People of Israel, listen!
We have only one God.
And you must love God with all your heart,
with all your soul,
and with all your strength.
This is God's commandment.
Keep these words always in your heart!"

The Word of the Lord.

give you my praise. praise. You are my God.

RESPONSE: Psalm 18

I love you God, for you are my strength. You are my God. I
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GO SPEL ACCI,AI\4A1TION :

1. Love- God with
2. Love your neigh-bor

GOSPEL: Mark 12:28-34

This is a reading from the Gospel of Mark.

One of the teachers of the Jewish law
came to Jesus and asked him,

"Which one of the commandments
is the most important?"

Jesus said,

"The most important commandment is this:
You must love God with all your heart,
with all your soul, with all your mind,
and with all your strength.
And the second most important is this:
You must love your neighbor
the same as you love yourself."

The man who asked Jesus the question said,

"Teacher, you are right.
We have only one God.
And we must love God with all our heart,
all our mind, and all our strength.
And we must love our neighbor
as we love ourselves.
Doing this is more important
than anything else we could do for God. "

Jesus was pleased with what the man said,
and he told him,

"You are very close to the reign of God."

All: (sin9 and clapl

The Gospel of the Lord.

REFLECTING ON THE READINGS
WITH CHILDREN:

At first glanee this may seem a simple
Gospel to reflect on with children. But,
remembering that children take our
words very seriously and often literally,
we will want to exercise caution. I recall a
vivid experience with this very text. After
hearing Sister say that we "must love God
more than anyone," one little girl went
home crying.

Finally that evening, after much
prodding, she told her parents that she
thought God didn't love her because she
loved them (her parents) more than she
loved God. And quite naturally so!

Fortunately, the parents were very
understanding and had the kindness to
tell Sister what happened. When she
shared this with the rest of the faculty, it
was a learning experience for all of us!

With this caution in mind, let us
proceed to our reflection on the Gospel.
Rather than dwelling on how much we
love God, we might explore with the
children ways we show our love for God:

ln our prayer,
at Mass,
at home,
with others,
by telling others about the good

things that happen (instead ofthe
bad),
by having a joyful disposition,
by showing gratitude for God's gifts,
by showing respect for the things
God created and using them
respectfully.

We might also explore how we show
our love for our neighbor. The children
will be able to make many suggestions.
The Minister of the Word will want to
keep the children focused on ways they
can show love of neighbor which are truly
possible for them. For example, they
cannot feed the hungry of the world, but
they can share their goodies generously
with others. They cannot make global
peace, but they con work for peace in their
families and with their playmates.
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Thirty-first Sunday of the Year

Focus
A Bible open at today's Gospel, with a large love heart
and a prayer card (see Actioity).

lntroduction
Loving someone is not always easy; it demands that we
are selfless, generous and forgiving; it gives as much as

it receives. As Christians, we are called to follow
Christ's perfect example of how to put our love for God
and one another before everything else in our lives.

Gloria

Gospel Acclamation
Light the Gospel candle and say together:

Alleluia, alleluia,
may the Word of God
make our thoughts loving,
our words kind,
and our hearts warm.

Gospel
A reading from the Gospel of St Mark (12:28-34)

One of the scribes came to Jesus and asked, 'Which of
God's commandments is the most important?'

Jesus answered, 'To love God with all your heart, and
all your soul, and all your mind and all your strength,
and to love others as much as you love yourself. These
commandments come before all others!'

Then the scribe said to ]esus, 'What you have said is
true, because nothing is more important than loving
God and loving our neighbours.'

Seeing that the scribe was wise and good, Jesus said to him,
'My friend, you are indeed close to God and his kingdom.'

Hearing this, no one dared to ask ]esus any more ques-
tions.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord |esus Christ.

Reflection
Who asked Jesus o question obout the geatest commqnd-
ment?
The scribes were lawyers who belonged mainly to the
party of the Pharisees. In a world where few people
could write, they were responsible for making accurate
copies of the scripfures and were experts on the written
law and its many complicated commandments.

Why did he ask Jesus this question?
In the written law there were more than 600 different
commandments. Experts such as the scribes spent a
great deal of their time discussing which were more
important than others. Perhaps the scribe had heard
fesus preaching and was impressed by his knowledge.

What reply did lesus give?

fesus answered by repeating some of the words used in
the daily prayer of the lews. The 'Shema' (pronounce it to

rhyme with 'bazaar') is a prayer said by ]ewish people
every moming and evening. The words of this prayer
remind us how important it is to love God, but Jesus also
added the importance of loving one another too.

Did the scribe agree or disogree with what Jesus had to
soy?
Often the scribes argued and disagreed with what |esus
had to say, but not on this occasion! The scribe recog-
nised the wisdom of Christ's words and praised him for
putting love of God and neighbour before all else.

Are these commondmentsfusf os importont for us todoy
os they were at the time of Jesus?
These commandments of love are at the very heart of
our Christian faith. By his life and his teaching, ]esus
showed us that to love God and one another is more
important than anything else we might do. As followers
of Christ, this love should be shared and expressed in
our words, thoughts, prayers and actions each and
every day of our lives.

Activity
Give each child a copy of the words taken from St
Paul's letter to the people of Corinth, to decorate as a

personal prayer card to remind them as Christians, of
what is truly important in their everyday lives.

lntercessions
As brothers and sisters in one loving family,
together let us pray to our heavenly Father:

That Christians everywhere will share
the forgiving love of lesus
who welcomed those who were rejected and outcast.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

That broken homes and lives will find the love they need
to heal wounds and bring fresh hope.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

That we will look for and see God's love in the beauty
of creation and protect and cherish our world.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

That the sick and the suffering will feel the touch
of God's healing love to relieve their pain.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Knowing that our heavenly Father is listening,
in the silence of our hearts
let us share our own unspoken prayers with him.

Silence

Loving Fatheq,

help us to recognise you
in the people and world around us,
and, by our living love,
to show hor+, much we care for you.
Grant this through Christ your Son.
Amen.
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THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY OF THE YEAR
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Year B

ThirtF-First Sunday of the Year
The nro great commandments

Ixrropucrrox
The scribes were very religious and carefully
obeyed every commandment of the Jewish law.

They also spent much of their time studying the
scriptures. One day a scribe came to Jesus and

asked him an important question.

Srcnr or rru Cnoss

Lrcrrr rrfi CArYDr.Es

Light the candles and read this prayer:
The candle flame is warm and bright;

it changes darkness into light.
'We feel its warmth and see its glow,

and when we look at it, we know
The light of Christ is burning bright,

for we are children of the light.

Sonrv
Lord, as we sing this song togethe6 help us to be

truly sorry and to change our hearts ifwe have not
always been good. Sing Sorry Song 1.

Gronre

Gosprr Accr-luemox
To welcome todayt Gospel sing Acclamation 1.

Gosprr (MARK lzz?&l.4)
One of the scribes came to Jesus and asked,
"\Vhich of God's commandments is the mosr
important?" Jesus answered, "To love God with all
your heart and all your mind and all your
strength, and to love others as much as you love
yourself. These commandments corne before all
others." Then the scribe said to Jesus, "\fl'hat you
have said is true, because nothing is more impor-
tant than loving God and loving our neighbors."

Seeing that the scribe was wise and good, Jesus
said to him, "My friend, what you have said will
please God and keep you close to him."

Drscussrox
To love God and to love our neighbor as ourselves
are the most important commandments.

'\tr7ho is our neighbor? Jesus did not only mean

the person living nort door, or people that you
know! Every person we meet is our neighbor, and

Jesus orpects us to treat him or her in the same

way as we would like to be treated ourselves.

Why might the scribe have asked such a ques-

tion? Many of the scribes paid more attention to
the rules and regulations of the law, rather than
the things which were truly important, like loving
God and our neighbor. The scribe had listened to

Jesus preach and was probably curious to know
what was most important to Jesus.

Jesus wants us to put our love for God and for
other people before anything else in our lives.

\7hat will happen if we do this? Like the scribe in
the story our lives will be pleasing to God and we
will stay close to his love as he leads us through
life. At the end of time, the reward for our gooC-

ness will be to share everlasting life with him in
heaven.

Jesus once said, "Love one another as I have

loved you." He shorred his love by caring for
everyone he met; spending time listening and
tdking to them; helping the sick; making the
lonely feel welcome and loved; by being forgiving
and not judging others. Jesus has shown us many
ways to put the two greatest commandments into
action in our lives.

Acrrvrrv
Use large sheets of paper to make nro banners.

Cut out the individual letters which make up the
words of the two greatest commandments. Ask
the children to color these brightly, and help them
to assemble them in the correct order before stick-
ing them onto the banners.

Cnrno

Crosnvc keyrn
Heavenly father, you know each one of us

and generously pour your love into our lives.
Teach us not to be selfish or greedy,

by returning your love
and sharing it willingly
with everyone we meet.
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