
THIRTY.THIRD ST]NDAY
IN ORDINARY TIME

reAR B

PRAYER OF THE DAY:

God of heaven and earth,
you want us all
one day to live in your home,
and you will send
Jesus Christ to take us there.
Show us
how to prepare for him
and be ready when he comes,
so that we can be with you
in happiness,
forever and ever.

FOCUS OF THE READINGS:

The focus of our readings is much like
that of the first Sunday of Advent-the
coming of Christ at the end of time. Our
church year begins and ends with the
conviction that Christ will come again and
that he will bring judgment. We are told
here, as we were in Advent, that we
cannot know when that time will come.
In Advent, we were told to "stay awake, be
ready." Now, at the close of the year, we
are told to look for signs.

Our reading fromMark tells us what
some of these signs are thatwill signal the
end. These signs, however, are
apocalyptic-that is, dealing with the
future, the last days in highly symbolic
language. These signs are meant to
convey somethingwhich is not known for
certain-the time of salvation-and are
not to be taken literally. The focus is not
on the signs, but on the conviction that
Christ will come again. For Christians,
the Second Coming is awaited with joy.
The apocalyptic language appears to
suggest fear, but not for those '\vho are
wise and have helped bring about justice"

- not for those who believe.
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FIRST READING: Daniel 12:L-3

This is a reading from the prophet Daniel.

The time is coming when the great prince,
Michael, will come.
He will protect you.
At that time there will be much suffering,
but you will be safe.
Everyone whose name
is written in the book of life will be safe.

Those who have already died will wake up.
Some will live forever in happiness,
but others will be punished.
The people who are wise,
and who have helped bring about justice,
will shine like beautiful stars forever.

The Word of the Lard.

RESPONSE: Psalm 27

take us from your love,-

\\-------l

noth-ing can take us from your love.-

1. God,
2. You
3. And

my lightand my sal - va-tion,- you
are al - ways there to love me, 

- 
you

when e - vil is a - round me,- |

are my
keep me
have no

help. 

-
safe. 

-
fear. 

-



GOSPEL ACCI"AiVIATION :

Your Word is a - live and it lives in our hearts. Al - le.

ia to God for the Word in our heartE

GOSPEL: Mark 13:22-23, 26-32

This is a reading from the Gospel of Mark.
When the time for the end of the world is near,
many things will happen.

People will come and do great things,
even miracles.
They will claim to be Christ
or one ofthe great prophets.
They will try to make you stop believing in God.
I am tellingyou these things
so you will be careful and be on your guard.

And when the end of the world is very near,
people will see the Son of Man coming.
He will come with great power and glory.
He will send his angels all over the earth
to gather his chosen people together.

lI will explain this
by using the example of a fig tree.
When the branches of the tree
become soft and green,
and leaves begin to grow on them,
you know that summer is almost here.
It's the same way with the things
I have been telling you.
When you see the things
that I told you would happen,
you will know that the end of the world
is almost here.l
And I tell you the truth,
everything will come to an end,
even the earth and the sky.
But my Word will never end.
What I say will last forever.
No one knows exactly
when all of this will happen.
God is the only one who knows.

The Gospel of the Lard.
[] Reoder may omit tett that appears in brathets.
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REFLECTING ON THE READINGS
WITH CHILDREN:

After the Gospel, ask the children
to recall what they heard. Language
of suffering and death (frrst reading)
is sometimes frightening to children.
We do not want to pretend that it
isn't real. Suffering and death are
part of life. But Christians, however
young, gradually (very gradually)
come to see this as part of the
mystery of Christ and, therefore,
part of our salvation. Ask the
children if they remember the Psalm
Response. You may wish to sing it
again. That is the point we want to
stress. Nothing can take us from the
love of God. God has promised that
to us. Ask the children if they have
ever heard someone say, "I give you
myword." What does that mean?
Ask them if they remember what
Jesus said about his word in the
Gospel. "Myword will never end."
We have the word of Jesus that
nothing can take us from the love of
God. Ask the children how they feel
about that.

This would be a good time to focus
on the manyways we experience
God's constant love for us. Ask the
children to recall ways that God has
shown love and protection to them.

They should leave secure in the
conviction that Christ will come
again and that we will live with him
forever. The coming of Christ is a
time ofjoy, not fear, for those who
believe.



Thirty-third Sunday of the Year

Focus
A candle with some dried leaves arranged around it,
and an open umbrella with droplets of water on it.

lntroduction
As people we need signs; we like to be prepared. We
read the sky and tell what the weather might do, or
watch the falling leaves to know that winter is coming.
Signs help us to avoid disasters or surprises that might
creep up on us and take us unawares. In today's Gospel
we hear about signs that will warn us that Christ is
about to return in glory.

Gloria

Gospel Acclamation
Light the Gospel candle and sing Acclamation 8.

Gospel
A reading from the Gospel of St Mark (13:24-32)

fesus said to his disciples, 'One day I will return, and
you will know that the time has come because of these
signs: the sun will grow dark, the moon will lose its
brightness, stars will fall to earth and space itself will be
shaken. Then the Son of Man will appear in all his glory,
and send his angels to gather his people together from
every corner of the world. Learn from the fig tree: when
its buds appear it is a sign that summer is drawing
closer. In the same way, by these signs you will know
when the kingdom of God is near. Everything else will
pass awav but my words are everlasting. No one except
my heavenly Father knows the day or time when all
this will happen.'

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Reflection

Ask the children to look at today's focus. Whot do the dry
leaves and the umbrella signify? What do they warn us of?
The fallen leaves are a sign that autumn has arrived and
warn us that winter is coming. The wet umbrella is a sign
that it is raining, and warns us that we might get wet!

When will Jesus return again?
When the world comes to an end Jesus will retum in glory
together with angels from his heavenly kingdom. Only
God the Father knows exactly when this will happen.

Will there be any warning thot the time for this to hoppen
hos arrived?

Jesus gave a vivid description of some incredible things
that will happen before his return. Many believe that
the vivid 'word pictures' he uses should not be taken
too literally; they are simply symbols or signs to help us
understand that when he returns it will be an unmistak-
able happening, which will be witnessed by the whole
world.

lf we do not know exactly when this will hoppen, how
can we be ready for Christ's return?
Although people sometimes try to predict when the
world will end, Jesus reminds us that God alone knows
the date and time. Despite the signs beforehand, when
the end comes it will be sudden, and it is our responsi-
bility as Christians to be alert and prepared. We can do
this by trying to make our lives pleasing to God each
and every day of our lives, by the things we say and do.
By keeping ourselves ready we will not be taken by
surprise.

Whot will Jesus do when the world comes to on end?
He will send his angels to gather God's people together
and welcome his faithful followers into God's heavenly
kingdom to share his eternal life and love.

Activity
Copy the sheet of 'warning signs' for the children to
identify and discuss. Give each child their own blank
triangle, and help them to create and produce their
own 'warning sign' for the end of time, by referring
to the Gospel they have just heard.

lntercessions
As brothers and sisters in one loving family,
together let us pray to our heavenly Father:

For the family gathered here today
and our brothers and sisters throughout the world.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For the homeless, the poor
and those who are abandoned and unloved by society.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For people who spoil lives because of hatred and anger.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For all who suffer from sickness, pain
or any kind of disability.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Knowing that our heavenly Father is listening,
in the silence of our hearts
let us share our own unspoken prayers with him.

Silence

Loving Father,
listen to our prayers
and answer them according to your will.
Keep us close to your love
and ready to greet Christ when he returns in glory.
We ask this through Jesus our Lord.
Amen.
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THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

\{arning Sign Templabe ond Sheeb.

Whab do these signs \rarn obo ub?.

o
PoLrol
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Year B

Thirty-Third Sunday of the Year

Jesus will return

[vrnopucrrox
At the end of dme, Jesus will return in power
and glory and will welcome dl those who have

been chosen to join him in the kingdom of
heaven.

Srcx or rnr Cnoss

L,ranr rrn Cerprrs
Light the candles and say Candle Prayer 3.

Sonnv
One day Simon Peter asked Jesus, "Master, how
many times must I forgive someone? fu many as

seven times?" Jesus answered, "Not just seven

times, Peter, but seventy times seven! You musr
always forgive someone from your heart."
(Matthew 18:21-22,35)

Lord, help us to be ready to welcome you
whenever you might come. Teach us to say "l'm
sorry" and to forgive others as soon as a quarrel
begins. 'We ask for your forgiveness as we pray:
OurFather...

Gronre

GospE Accr-erre,rrox
To welcome todays Gospel sing Acclamation 4.

Gosprr (MARK l3:2L29, 32)
Jesus said to his disciples, "One day I will return,
and you will know that the dme has come because

of these signs: the sun will grow dark, the moon
will lose its brightness, stars will fall to earth, and
even the slry will shake. Then the Son of God will
appear in dl his glory and send his angels to gath-
er his people together from dl over rhe world.
Only my heavenly father knows when all this will
happen, so stay awake and be ready."

Drscussror
Jesus said that he will return at the end of dme.
No one knows the date or time, excepr for God
the Father, so we must always keep ourselves
ready.

Can you rhink of a parable or story Jesus once
told which explains how we must be prepared for
his return at any time? (See the parable of the ten
bridesmaids, 32nd Sunday ofYear A.)

'What must we do to be ready to welcome

Jesus? If we try to live each day in the way Jesus
showed us, then our lives will always be pleasing
to God. God will judge us by the goodness and
love we have shown to him and our neighbors
each day of our lives.

'What 
are the signs that will appear before the

second coming of Christ?

-The sun will grow dark, filling the world
with darkness.

-The 
rnoon will no longer shine.

-The 
ssrs will fall from the sky.

-The 
heavens or slcy will be shaken, perhaps

by thunder or lightning.
(Mark 13:24,-25)

How should we greet Jesus when he comes?

Jesus will come to gather dl the good people in
the world and to welcome them into the kingdom
of heaven. There, they will share everlasting life
and happiness with God. The good will have

nothing to fear, and they will join the angels as

they rejoice at Godt power and glory.

Acrrvrrv
\7ith the children's help, make a list of the signs

which will appear before the second coming of
Chrisr. \7ith these in mind, ask each child to draw
a picture of what they imagine might happen
when Jesus returns in glory. Hand out copies of
the illustration for the children to color and take
home.

Cnrno

Crosnvc kerrn
Lord, may our lives dways be rich

in love and goodness,
so we are ready to welcome you
whenever you return.
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