
CHRIST THE KING

YEAR B

PRAYER OF THE DAY:

Loving Lord God,
you have put us
in the gentle care
of Jesus Christ, your Son.
Make us faithful to him,
our leader,
and always obey
his commands with love.
We make this prayer
through the same Jesus
who lives with you
and the HoIy Spirit,
one God, forever and ever.

FOCUS OF THE READINGS:

Our readings focus on Christ as
supreme ruler of all nations and
peoples. In our readings from
Reuelation, Christ is revealed as the
eternal God, who is, was and always
will be, the Alpha and Omega. In his
reign we have been made priests to
serye our God. The emphasis is on
Christ triumphant.

Our Gospel reading portrays
Jesus as a misunderstood king on
trial for his life. His kingship is not
denied, but he insists that it is not of
this world. He is king of truth. If he
is king of truth for us, we listen to
his voice.
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FIRST READING: Reuelation L:5-8

This is a reading from the book of Reuelation.

Jesus Christ is the faithful witness,
the first to rise from the dead!
He is the ruler of the kings on earth!
Jesus loves us
and has freed us from sin by dying for us.
He has made us priests in a royal kingdom
to serve our God.
All glory and power belong to Jesus,
forever and ever,
Amen!

The Lord God says:

["I am the Alpha and Omega,
the beginning and the end.l
I am the Lord God who is, who always was,
and who will come again."

The Word of the Lord.

l) Reader may omit text that appears in brackets.

RESPONSE/ GOSPEL ACCI,AMAITION:
Psalm 47

To you, great Kingof all al -le-lu-ia,

you, our Lord, our God and King: sing al - le - lu - ia, singl



GOSPEL: John 18:33b-37

This is a reading from the Gospel of John.

Pilate asked Jesus,

"Are you the King of the Jews?"

Jesus answered,

"Are you asking this because you think I am
or because others told you about me?"

Pilate said,

"I am not a Jew!
Your own people and leaders
brought you here for me to judge you!
What have you done wrong?"

Jesus said,

"My kingdom is not a kingdom of this world. "
Pilate said,

"So, you are a King?"

Jesus answered,

"You say that I am a King.
I was born into this world
to give witness to the truth.
Anyone who lives by the truth
listens to my voice."

The Gospel of the Lord.

REFLECTING ON THE READINGS
WITH CHILDREN:

With chitdren it will not be easy to
distinguish between the concept of
"king" as we know it in the world and
the "kingship" of Jesus.

Nevertheless, this distinction
must be made. We would advise
against all comparisons to earthly
kings, whether verbal or concrete.
To compare Jesus to earthly kings is
to miss the point of his kingship,
which is spiritual. The children
should see Jesus as the one-and
only one-who reigns in our hearts.

We suggest the reflection be made
on the first reading. The reading
from Reuelation gives a wonderful
review of all we have seen and heard
of Jesus during the previous Sundays.
We might review this with the
children so that they (and we!) may
conclude that, indeed, Jesus is Lord.

He is the faithful witness; recall
the stories of Jesus continuing in his
prophetic mission, even when he was
rejected.

He is the frrst to rise from the
dead; recall the stories ofJesus'
power over death in the raising of
the little daughter of Jairus and of
his own Resurrection.

He is the ruler of kings on earth;
you might recall the epiphany.

He loves us and freed us from sin
by dyrng for us; you might recall the
many times Jesus said, "your sins are
forgiven" and again the stories of the
Resurrection.

He has made us priests in a royal
kingdom to serye our God; recall the
many times Jesus called us to
service-you must be the servant of
all, and so forth.

Yes, "all glory and power belong to
Jesus forever and ever. Amen."

The Minister of the Word will be
able to recall specific Sundays that
highlight the above attributes of
Christ. This can only serve as a
wonderful review of the glory and
power of Jesus in the world and in
their lives.
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Christ the King

Focus
A crucifix and candle, with a large crown made from
metallic card, twisted willow branches or similar.

lntroduction
Jesus is like no other king the world has ever known,
with no earthly palace or worldly riches, and a crown
twisted from thorny branches. He came to share treasure
that is more precious than any jewel and worth more
than any prize.

Gloria

Gospel Acclamation
Light the Gospel candle and sing Acclamation 9 (or an
Advent Acclamation).

Gospel
A reading from the Gospel of St John (18:33-37)
(See page 387.)

Reflection
Who was Pontius Pilate?
At the time of Jesus, the Romans occupied Palestine.
They exercised their rule through governors such as

Pontius Pilate who were responsible for maintaining
Iaw and order.

Why did the enemies of lesus bring him before Pilote?

lesus had claimed to be the Son of God, and the jewish
leaders wanted him to be put to death. Under Roman
rule they did not have the right to pass the death sen-
tence, and they needed Pontius Pilate to condemn Jesus
to be crucified. They brought him before the Roman
governor and accused him of stirring up the people and
encouraging a riot.

Whot did Pilate ask Jesus?
Pilate wanted to know whether or not Jesus claimed to
be a king.

What reply did lesus give?

Jesus told Pilate that his kingdom was not a worldly
one. The kingdom of God or heaven is not a place; it can
be found 'within' people who accept |esus as their king
and try to live by his loving standards.

What do you imagine Pilate thought when tesus told him
this?
Pilate was probably confused! What ]esus told him
seemed to make no sense. This man claimed to be the
king of some kingdom that was apparently invisible.
The prisoner before him seemed harmless enough, and
only guilty of having grand ideas about his own impor-
tance. He certainly didn't look like any king that Pilate
had ever seen beforel

Why didn't Pilote simply let Jesus go free?
Pilate knew how much the Jewish leaders hated Jesus.
They were jealous and afraid because huge crowds were

ready to put their faith in him and follow wherever he
Ied them. They were frightened that Jesus would lead
the people in an uprising against the Romans that
would result in the destruction of their nation. Pilate
knew that to oppose the Jewish leaders would create a
great deal of trouble for himsell and that was some-
thing he wanted to avoid at any cosf even if it meant
condemning an innocent prisoner to death.

Activity
Create various shapes of 'jewels' to adorn Christ's
crown of thorns using pieces of card. These can be
annotated on one side with the virtues and qualities
that are more precious to God than any precious gem
stone: service, forgiveness, peace, hope, truthfulness,
love, joy, courage, strength, humility, kindness and
acceptance. These can be decorated and carried up at
the offertory procession to be placed inside Christ's
crown (from the focal display).

lntercessions
As brothers and sisters in one loving family,
together let us pray to our heavenly Father:

For the Church and all of God's people;
may we share Christ's message of love and hope
with the world.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For people searching for God's kingdom of love;
may they have the courage to follow the path
that takes them there.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For those who have died and are at peace with God;
may they enjoy eternal life and joy
in his heavenly kingdom.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For people who have wandered away from God's love;
may they have a change of heart
and take their rightful place in his kingdom.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Knowing that our heavenly Father is listening,
in the silence of our hearts
let us share our own unspoken prayers with him.

Silence

Loving Father,
help us to be faithful to you
even when we struggle to succeed,
so that by choosing to follow ]esus
we may belong to your kingdom of love.
Grant this through Christ your Son.
Amen.
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Year B

Feast of Christ the Kirrg
Jesus before Pontius Pilate

Irrnooucrronr
The Jewish leaders were afraid that Jesus would lead

the people to rise up against them, so they plotted
to have him arrested and sentenced to death.

Srcx or rnr Cnoss

I.lcnr rnr Cerprrs
Light the candles and read this passage:

Live your lives as children of the light. Do not
hide in the darkness, for there is nothing to
fear. Fill your lives with love and goodness, and
follow in the footsteps of Jesus.

(Romans 13:12-14)

Sonnv
Close your eyes and listen to this reading:

Lord, those who turn away from you do wrong;
those who are wise worship you.

Lord, you see all that we do;
help us to do what is right.

(Psalm L5:2-3)
(Allow the children a few moments to think about
these words.)

Gronre

crosprr Accreuerron
To welcome todays Gospel sing this Acclamation
to the tune of Hichory Dichory Dock:

Christ is the king of .h. world;
One day he will come back,

And we will see him full glory.
Christ is the king of the world.

Gosprr (Iornv 1.8lz33':37)
They brought Jesus before Pontius Pilate who
asked him, "Are you the king of the Jews?" Jesus
answered, "My kingdom is not of this world."

"So you do indeed claim to be a king!" said
Pilate. "You are the one who calls me king,"
answered Jesus. "I came inro this world to share
truth and love, and those who know and love the
truth will listen to me."

DrscussroN
Pontius Pilate was the Roman governor of Judea.
He was in charge of the Roman army and respon-
sible for keeping the peace. He acted as judge
when serious crimes were committed.

'\U7hy 
was Jesus brought before Pondus Pilate?

The Jewish leaders had seen the welcome given to

Jesus as he entered Jerusalem, and they were afraid
of his position and power. Thry wanted to get rid
of Jesus by whatever means they could, so they
took Jesus to Pilate and asked for him to be sen-
tenced to death.

Jesus tried to explain to Pilate that he was not a

king who belonged to this world, but that he had
come into the world to share his kingdom of love
and goodness.

Pilate knew that Jesus had done nothing
wrong, but he was rnore interested in keeping the
peace and not upsetting the Jewish leaders than in
seeing that justice was done. He dlowed the

Jewish leaders to have their own way, and eventu-
ally, handed Jesus over to be put ro death.

Three days later on Easter Sunday, he rose from
the dead and showed the world that he is the king
of the universe with the power to conquer death
and bring new and everlasdng life.

Acrrvrrv
Cut out crown shapes from paper and write on
each one "Christ is our King." Decorate these and
staple the crowns so that they can be worn or car-
ried by the children.

Cnmo

Crosnc Pn*rn
God our father, we thank you

for sending your only son to be our savior.
Help us to know and love your rruth

and to listen to you always.
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