
TWENTY-FIRST ST'NDAY
IN ORDINARY TIME

YEAR C

PRAYER OF THE DAY:

God, you love all people,
the small as well as the great,
the powerless
as well as the powerful.
Keep us faithful to you,
even in things
which seem unimportant,
so we can show
how we love you
with all of our lives.
We make this prayer to you
through Christ our Lord.

FOCUS OF THE READINGS:

The focus of both readings is
universality. In the first reading, we
have the prophecy that God will
gather people from all over the
world. Not only the Israelites, but all
people will know and praise God.

The Gospel appears to contradict
itself, First, Jesus says that the door
to heaven is narow, and his parable
seems to indicate "getting in" will
not be easy. But the passage goes on
to say that people will come from
everywhere and sit at the table of
God's kingdom.

In fact, these are not
contradictory. AII people are invited
to the Kingdom, without reference to
race or nationality (or assumed
importance), But all people must
enter through Jesus, the door. There
are no guarantees for "card carrying
members." We are saved by believing
in Jesus and being faithful to his ways.

All people will know and praise
you. I am the door; come inby me.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 66:L8-19

A reading from the prophet Isaiah.
Our God says:

"I am going to gather people
from all over the world.
People of every country and language will come.
They will see my glory and will know me.
Then I will send some of them to other nations
so they can tell other people who I am
and what I have done,
so that they, too, will see my glory
and will know me."

The Word of the Lord.

RESPONSE: Psalm 96
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GOSPEL: Luke 13:22-30

A reading from the Gospel of Luke.

While Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem,
he stopped to teach the people
in the little towns and villages along the way.
One day someone asked him this question:

"Lord, will manypeople be saved or only a few?"

Jesus said,

"Work hard to do what is right.
The door is narrow,
but you can only come in through that door.
Many people will try to enter heaven
by some other way."

Then Jesus told them this parable:

"Suppose the owner of a house
has locked the door,
and you come later and say,

'Open the door and let us in.'

"The owner will not open the door, but will say,

'I don't know where you come from.'

"Then you will say,

'But we live here. You've seen us before.
You even taught some of our people.'

"And the owner will say,

'No, I really don't know you!
You only do evil things. Leave me alone!'

"Then you will be very sad and miserable
because you will see that others
like Abraham, Isaac, ffid all the prophets
are in the kingdom of God,
and you are left out.
People will come from everywhere,
and they will sit at God's table.
The people who are the most important now
will be the least important.
And the people who are the least important now
will be the most important in the Kingdom of God."

The Gospel of the Lord.

L07

REFLECTING ON THE READINGS
WITH CHILDREN:

Our reflections with the children
should highlight two points:

L) God does not haue fauorite
people. God loues all people equally
and inuites eueryone to the Kingdom
of Heauen.It is important that the
children really understand this. We
live in aworld that makes so many
distinctions based on race,
nationality, education, sex, money
and power. Explore this with the
children. How does our world make
some people seem better than
others? Help them see that God is
not like that.

2) Jesus demands that we truly
believe in him and live by his ways.

Today's Gospel calls all of us to
accept all people, as Jesus did. It is
through Jesus that we are saued.



Year C

Twenty-First Sunday of the Year
Few will be chosen

Irvrnooucflolc
At the end of time, God will welcome all those
who have been chosen to take their place with him
in heaven.

Srcx or rnr Cnoss

L,rcnr rHE CANDT.ES

As we light the candles, we listen to the words of
the prophet Isaiah:

The world was full of darkness and shadows,
but now it is filled with light so everyone can
see. God sent us his only son to fill our world
with peace and love. (Isaiah 9:l-2,6)

SonnY
God will forgive us just as we forgive others. The
number of times he will forgive us cannot be
counted because his forgiveness is neverending. In
the following reading Jesus reminds Peter of this:

One day Peter asked Jesus, "How many times
must I forgive sorneone who wrongs me?
'Would I have to forgive as many times as seven

in a row?" Jesus answered, "Not just seven

times, Peter, but more rhan seventy dmes
seven, for you must forgive from your heart."

(Matthew 18.21-22,35)

Gronre

Gospnr Accr-euerrox
Alleluia, alleluia.
Proclaim the good news to the world.
Alleluia, alleluia.

Gosprr (Ltxr 1',3z22-.30)
On the lvay to Jerusalem, someone stopped Jesus
and asked, "Master, will many be saved at the end
of time?" Jesus answered, "Many will try to enter
the kingdom of God, but few will succeed; some
will leave it too late and find rhey have missed
their chance ofeverlasting happiness. So take care
and be ready! At the end of time, people will be
called from far and wide to rejoice in Godt heav-
enly kingdom."

Drscussrox
Jesus showed us the way to God's kingdom by his
actions and words. If we live in Godt l\,ay, then
we will share everlasting happiness with him at the
end of time. This is not easy to do, and through-
out our lives we will often fail and make mistakes.
\fith Godt help we can cerry on, but many will
turn away or give up altogether.

No one knows when Jesus will return, and he

told many parables to o<plain that we must always

be ready for this moment (e.g., the parable of the
watchful servants, Lulce 12:35-40; the parable of
the wise bridesmaids, Matthew 25:L-13).

'We must make each day of our life pleasing to
God, instead of promising to be good tomorrow
or next week or sometime after. If we do not t{y
now, then we might miss our chance of happiness.

Can anyone belong to the kingdom of God?

Jesus taught us that God is our father and that we
are all brothers and sisters in the one family of
God. At the end of time, God will gather his chil-
dren from all the nations, whatever their color or
language, to take their place in his kingdom. They
will deserve their place because of the goodness
and the love in their lives.

'\07hat must each of us try to do today and every
day? To be ready to greet Jesus when he returns, by
living each day as well as we possibly can! One
good way of doing this is to say a "morning offer-
ing," a special prayer in which we offer all our
thoughts and acdons in the coming day to God.

Acrrvrry
Make copies of the morning offering prayer to be
read aloud together before being colored.

Cnmo

Crosnrc Pneyrn
Lord Jesus, help us to live in God's way

and always be ready to gre€t you.
Though we make many mistakes,

grant us your forgiveness
and pour your grace into our hearts
to make us strong again.
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Twenty-first Sunday of the Year

Focus
A Bible open at today's Gospel, with a crucifix and crown
(see Actizrity) arranged next to it.

lntroduction
The kingdom of God is not a place we can see. It exists
within the hearts of people who accept Christ as their
Saviour and King and try to live by his standards of
love. It is a rather'topsy-turvy' place, where the last
come first, the great serve the least, and everyone is
invited to take their place there.

Gloria

Gospel Acclamation
Light the Gospel candle and sing Acclamation 3.

Gospel
A reading from the Gospel of St Luke (1,3:22-30)

On the way to Jerusalem, someone stopped Jesus and
asked, 'Maste4 will many be saved at the end of time?'

Jesus answered, 'Many will try to enter the kingdom of
God but few will succeed. It will be no use knocking on
the door which the master has already locked. However
hard you protest, he will say,'Go away, I do not know
you!'And there will be weeping and wailing from those
who are excluded, when they see their ancestors and
God's people gathered from far and wide, feasting
together in the kingdom of God. Then those who have
been last will be first, and those who are first will be last.'

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord ]esus Christ.

Reflection
Who can enter the kingdom of God?
Anyone! |esus wanted people to understand that every-
one was called to take their place in God's kingdom,
including those who weren't fewish. Jesus came as the
Saviour of the whole world, not just the fewish people.

How can we belong to this kingdom?

Jesus once said, 'Let the children come to me. I tell you,
whoever does not accept the kingdom of God like a

child will never enter it' (Mark 10:13-16). ]esus wants us
to trust in God and depend on him just as a child trusts
and depends on the adults who love them. Whoever
chooses to accept Christ's Gospel of love and tries to
live as he taught us to will belong to this kingdom.

When can we take our place in God's kingdom?
The kingdom of God is present here and now in the lives
of those who have understood the message of Jesus and
answered his call to follow him. By loving God and one
another as ]esus showed us, we already belong to God's
kingdom and are helping it to grow

Why will some find it hard to enter God's kingdom?

Jesus said to the people of the time, 'I am the way', but
many refused to follow him. jesus and his Gospel of
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love are still rejected by many people today. By living
and loving as jesus taught us, the way into the kingdom
of God is clearly marked, and the door is wide open for
us to take a place there.

Who will enter first ond who will be lost?
God invites everyone into his kingdom, including those
who were invited first (the Jewish people), and those
who were invited much later (the Gentiles and sinners).
It doesn't matter when you were called, but how you
answered that call. Some of the ]ews thought that they
deserved a place in heaven before others, simply because
they were God's chosen people.

Activity
In advance, prepare one large crown to represent the
kingdom of God. Cut a band of stiff card and cover it
with kitchen foil. Cut three lengths of foil (as wide as

the band) and scrunch them up to make thin sticks.
Bend one length in half and stick it on to the back of
the band in the middle. Cut off small pieces to
shorten the next two lengths, before bending and
attaching them as before. Cut out various sizes of
heart shapes from shiny card, paper or material.

Photocopy an invitation for each child to complete and
colou1, before inviting them to place their personal
invitations inside the crown displayed as part of the
central focus. The children should complete the crown
by each adorning it with a heart shape.

lntercessions
As brothers and sisters in one loving family,
together let us pray to our heavenly Father:

For all of God's children; may Christ's Gospel of love take
root in our hearts and lives and transform our world.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For the poor and the hungry; may we share generously
what we have with those in need.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For understanding, forgiveness and peace in our world;
may leaders and nations work together
to build one kingdom of love.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For those who suffer in mind or body;
may God in his mercy relieve their pain.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Knowing that our heavenly Father is listening,
in the silence of our hearts
let us share our own unspoken prayers with him.

Silence

Loving Father,
fill us with your love
and let your kingdom come and your will be done
through what we say and do.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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