
TWENTY.SECOND
SUNDAY
IN ORDINARY TIME
YEAR C

PRAYER OF THE DAY:

God, we are full ofjoy
because you care for us,
in spite of aII our faults.
Stay close to us;
frll us with your life,
for without you we are nothing.
We make this prayer to you
through Christ our Lord.

FOCUS OF THE READINGS:

Both of our readings focus on
humility, not as a passive virtue, but
rather one which causes us to act
toward others as God does.

The first reading tells us that God
is pleased with people who are
humble. Notice that importance and
humility are not opposites here. All
are called to gentleness and humility.

The Gospel reading consists of
two parables. The first one focuses on
our relationship with God. The
"special dinner" referred to is the
banquet in the heavenly kingdom.
We do not enter because of our own
importance or position. We are called
there, freely, by God. At that
banquet, the humble are honored by
God. "My friend, come and sit by me."

The second parable focuses on our
relationship with others. Because
God invites us freely to the "special
dinner," we, too, must do the same
with others. Just as we have nothing
to offer God in return for this
invitation, we must be kind to those
who seemingly cannot offer us
anything in return.

If you are humble, Godwill
reward you.

FIRST READING: Sirach 3:17-19

A reading from the book of Sirach.

My children, listen to my words.
Always be gentle.
Do everything with gentleness,
and good people will love you.
Always be humble.
The more important you are,
the more humble you must be.
For God, who is very powerful,
is pleased with people who are humble.

The Word of the Lord.
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GOSPEL: Luke 74:7, 7-14

A reading from the Gospel of Luke.

One day Jesus was invited to dinner
at the home of a very important Pharisee.
When Jesus saw that the people who were invited
chose to sit in the special places of honor
at the table, he said to them,

"When you are invited to a special dinner,
don't sit in a place of honor right away.
That place might be reserved for someone else.
Then you will have to move,
and you will be embarrassed.
No, sit in the least important place.
Then the person who invited you might say,

'My friend, come and sit by me.'

"Then you will feel honored.
If you try to make yourself great and important,
you will be humbled.
But if you are truly humble,
God will honor you and make you great."

Then Jesus said to the man who had invited hirn,

"When you give a special dinner or party,
don't invite only your friends and relatives,
and don't invite only rich people.
Those people will invite you
to come to dinner in their homes too.
No, instead, when you have
a special dinner or party,
invite people who are poor or crippled or blind.
Those people won't be able to pay you back
by inviting you to dinner at their homes.
But God will bless you
and reward you for being so kind."

The Gospel of the Lord.
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REFLECTING ON THE READINGS
WITH CHILDREN:

The second parable may be more
easily understood by the children.
Ask them what Jesus said in the
parable. Invite them to share what
this might mean in their lives.
Children already have the experience
of giving and attending parties, of
inviting and being invited, of being
included and left out. Recall for them
last Sunday's readings that assure us
that "God does not have favorite
people." It is important that the
children not take this to mean they
should not have special friends or
that their family is not more special
to them than others. HeIp them to
put this into focus. God does not
exclude people.

Secondly, help them understand
the meaning of the virtue of humility.
Biblically, to be humble means to
know ourselves as children of God, to
count all other people as no less
important or more important than
ourselves. And ultimately, it means
to know our need for God. We are not
on our own for salvation- God is our
creator and Savior.



Year C

Twenty-Second Sunday of the Year
The first will be last

Irrnooucrron
Vfhen Jesus was invired for a meal, he took the
opportuniry to remind people that, in the sight of
God, whoever puts themselves first will be last.

Srcu or mrr CRoss

Lrarr rrc Cruvorrs
Say together:

May the light ofJesus burn in our hearts.

Sonnv
If Christ's spirit is living in us, then weryone will
see the fruits of his presence: love, happiness, for-
giveness, generosiry and honesry. Let us all sit qui-
edy for a few moments and reflect on the words of
this prayer:

Heavenly father,
the fruits of your Holy Spirit
are not always obvious in our lives.

Prune away the parts of our lives
which stop us from growing strong,
and fill us with your life and your love.

Gronre

Crosprr Accurrefrox
To welcome todays Gospel sing Acclamation 4.

Gospn (Lrxr 14z1^,7-14)
One day Jesus went to the house of a Pharisee to
share a Sabbath med. Many guests had been
invited, and noticing how they rushed to take the
best sears, Jesus said to rhem: "Vhen you are

invited for a meal, do not take the best place
because a more important guest might be there.
You will be embarrassed when the host asks you to
move and give up your seat. Instead, always sit in
the least important place, so that when you are

moved to a bemer seat others will see how much
you are respected."

Then Jesus said, "Do not invite people to ear

with you because you know they can invite you
back. Be generous and invite those who cannot

repay your kindness. You will be rewarded for
your goodness at the end of dme."

Drscussrox
Have you ever rushed to get the "best seat" before
someone else? All of us have done this at one time
or another! Jesus wanted us to realize that when
we do such a thing, we put ourselves before oth-
ers, thinking that we are more important rhan
other people.

\/hat didJesus tell us to do instead? \7e should
try to put others first and act without selfishness

or pride. God is not impressed by greatness or
rank but by someone who acts humbly and shows

kindness towards other people.

Jesus used the example of inviting sorneone for
a meal without expecting to be invited back.

Often we do a good deed for someone but expect

them to repay our kindness in some way. Jesus
taught us that if we act with unselfish kindness in
this life, then God will repay our goodness in the
next.

How can we put the words of Jesus into prac-
tice? Instead of pushing to the front or grabbing
the best seat, think of others firsr and act thought-
fi.rlly instead of selfishly. Dont invite someone to
play just so that they can invite you back, or share

a toy because you expect one in return.

Jesus said, "Those who are last will be first, and
those who are first will be last!" If we put other
people first and recognize their importance, then
we will be first in the eyes of God.

Acrrvrrv
Jesus cdls us to be less selfish and more loving.
Color the pictures which put others first, and
cross out the pictures which show selfish and
thoughtless actions.

Cnrno

Croswc hevnn
Jesus, help me to put others first

and to be generous and kind
without counting the cost.

314



AvorArng fhe
Woshing-uP.

Dorng fhe
vrnshinq-up
{br M;*. -

\rJo|"hi,ng lgg\,
fqvouril'e progrqram=

Wotching Lheit
tqvourife Progrornrn e'

Asking solYeone *
SqIgme EIP- :

Sfopping soroeone A
joining mg gome. c-
) * -E--r- - - ^-



Twenty-second Sunday of the Year

Focus
ABible open at today's Gospel, a place setting (tablemat,
knife, fork, spoon and napkin), and a candle arranged
on a dinner plate.

lntroduction
Jesus teaches that true greatness lies in serving others
and humbly accepting that others are more important
than ourselves. Everybody can be great because every-
one has the opportunity to serve God and one another
and to love with a genuine and generous heart.

Gospel Acclamation
Light the Gospel candle and say together:

Alleluia, alleluia,
may the Word of God
make our thoughts loving,
our words kind,
and our hearts warm.

Gospel
A reading from the Gospel of St Luke (1.4:1,, 7 -1.4)

One day Jesus went to the house of a Pharisee to share a
Sabbath meal. Many guests had been invited and noticing
how they rushed to take the best seats, Jesus said to
them, 'When you are invited for a meal, do not take the
best place because a more important guest might be
there. You will be embarrassed when the host asks you
to move and give up your seat. Instead, always sit in the
least important place, so that when you are moved to a
better seat others will see how much you are respected.
For those who make themselves great will be humbled,
and those who are humble will be made great.

'Do not invite people to eat with you because you know
they can invite you back. Be generous and invite those
who cannot repay your kindness. You will be rewarded
for your goodness at the end of time.'

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Reflection
Have you ever been to a wedding? Who sits at the top
table qt o wedding reception?
The top table is where the bride and groom usually sit,
with their most important guests sitting next to them.

Where did people want to sit when they were invited to
share o meal at the Pharisee's house?
They rushed to find a seat closest to their host (the
Pharisee who had invited them), as a signal to the other
guests that they were valued and respected.

Whot happens to fhose who assume greatness?
jesus warned that the great would be made humble or
'brought down a peg or two'! True greatness is only
achieved by the humble and meek, who are willing to
step aside and consider the needs of others before their
own. In the sight of God they are truly great.

Whqt other odvice did lesus give?
When we give, we should do so generously without
expecting anything in retum. Sometimes people make
generous donations to good causes anonymously (with-
out giving their names). Such people do not want thanks
or praise; they are simply content knowing that their
gesture of goodness will please God. Any act of kindness
made with a genuine and generous heart, however small
and insignificant it might seem, will make God rejoice.

Activity
To remind the children of today's Gospel story help
them to make an appropriate napkin ring for the
table. Photocopy the templates on to thin card or stiff
paper and carefully cut them out. (Use coloured card
or paper for the napkin body, or ask the children to
colour it themselves.) Fold the card or paper along
the dotted lines and crease them well. Glue along the
short edge and then bend the card or paper over and
stick it down just behind the feet. Colour |esus' head
before gluing it carefully into position on to his body.
Give each child a rolled-up paper napkin to push
through their completed ringl

Intercessions
As brothers and sisters in one loving family,
together Iet us pray to our heavenly Father:

For nations and people who long for justice, equality
and an end to hunger.

Lord, in your merry hear our prayer.

For people who hope that from war and hatred
reconciliation and peace may grow.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For the homeless and unemployed,
and all who have lost their diCr,ity through poverty.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For the sick and suffering,
and all who patiently care for them.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Knowing that our heavenly Father is listening,
in the silence of our hearts
let us share our own unspoken prayers with him.

Silence

Loving Father,
help us to serve as ]esus served,
with humility and love,
and to give generously
without counting the cost.
We make our prayers through Christ your Son.
Amen.
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TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY OF THE YEAR
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