
TWENTY.FOURTH
SIJNDAY
IN ORDINARY TIME
YEAR C

PRAYER OF THE DAY:

Forgiving God,
Jesus died
to wash away our sins.
We are sorry for all the wrong
we have done,
and we promise,
with your he1p,
to love you even more.
We make this prayer to you
through Christ our Lord.

FOCUS OF THE READINGS:

Both of our readings focus on the
mercy of God. In the first reading,
Moses pleads for his people,
appealing to God's love already
manifest in bringing the people out
of Egypt and making a covenant with
them. He acts as mediator between
his people and God.

The Gospel tells us that God,
imaged by the shepherd and the
woman, seeks out those who are lost
and rejoices at their frnding.

Both readings reveal a God who
loves us and wants to save us. We
cannot save/frnd ourselves. Moses
declares, "Itwasyou who saved
them." And Luke gives us two lovely
parables in which God (the
shepherd) seeks the lost sheep and
rejoices when it is found. And it is
God (the woman) who will not rest
until the coin is found and rejoices
when she frnds it!

"Come and celebrate! The lost has
been found!" God's louing mercy is
always with us.

FIRST READING: Exodus 32:7-L1, 13-14
A reading from the book of Exodus.

God said to Moses,

"Go and talk to your people,
for they have turned away from me.
They have made an animal out of metal,
and they are telling the people that it is a god.
Now they are worshipping that animal,
made out of metal, instead of me. "

Then God said,

"These people are very stubborn.
And now I am angry,
and I am going to punish them for their sins."

Moses prayed for the people. He said to God,

"But these are good people.
It was you who saved them
by taking them out of Egrpt.
You made a covenant with Abraham
and promised him that his people would be great
and would live in the land you would give them.
So don't be angry with your people now. "

So God decided not to punish them.

The Word of the Lord.

2. O God-

"Come and

and done what is wrong.
and make my heart true.

LLz

RESPONSE: Psolm 51-

RESPONSE:

ln your kind-ness,O my God,have mer-cy on me, have mer-cy

GOSPEL ACCI,AIVIAITION:

found," Al-le - ia, "The lost has been found." Al-le - lu



GOSPEL: Luke 15:1-L0

A reading from the Gospel of Luke.

When dishonest tax collectors and sinners
came to listen to Jesus,
the Pharisees and other leaders were angry. They said,

"This man, Jesus, talks to people who are sinners,
and he even eats with them!"

So Jesus told them these two parables.

"Suppose you had a hundred sheep,
and one of them got lost.
Wouldn't you leave the ninety-nine sheep
that were safe and go looking
for the one sheep that was lost?
And when you found it,
you would pick it up and carry it home.
You would be so happy
that you would call your friends and neighbors
and say,

'Come and celebrate with me
because I have found my sheep that was lost!'

"Well, God is just like that!
And everyone in heaven will rejoice
when even one person stops sinning
and comes back to God."

Then Jesus said,

"Now suppose a woman had ten very special silver coins,
and she lost one of them in the house.
Wouldn't she turn on all the lights
and sweep every room in the house
until she found the coin?
And when she found it, she would be so happy
that she would call her friends and neighbors and say,

'Come and celebrate with me
because I have found the coin that I lost!'

"Well, God is just like that!
And everyone in heaven will rejoice
when even one person stops sinning
and comes back to God."

The Gospel of the Lord.

REFLECTING ON THE READINGS
WITH CHILDREN:

After the first reading, the
question of Moses'mediation is
probably too complex to discuss
meaningfully with the children.
What is important is God's quickness
to forgive. Help the children see that
the people, in worshipping a metal
animal (golden calf) was a way of
truly denying God. They turned away
from God who had done so much for
them. We sometimes forget about
God and make other things more
important.Yet God is always ready
to forgiue.

After the Gospel: Help the
children enter into the parable.

o Who do you think the "lost
sheep" might be?

o Who do you think the
shepherd is?

. Why did he rejoice?
o Who do you think the "lost

coin" might be?
o Who do you think the woman is?
o Why did she rejoice?
Then help them see that God sent

Jesus to look for those who were lost,
those who had turned away from
God or did not even know God. Jesus
still looks for us when we turn a.way

from God, and he rejoices when we
are found.
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Year C

TwentpFourth Sunday of the Year
The lost coin

ftvrnooucrrou
Have you ever lost something which is very
important or precious, perhaps a favorite book or
a particular toy? Today Jesus reminds us that God
knows and loves each one of us, and will search

until he finds us ifwe should lose our way.

Srcr or nn Cnoss

Lrcnr rrm Carorrs
Sing the Candle Song.

Sonnv
If we do something wrong and wander away from
Godi love, he is always ready to forgive us and
lead us back to him. Listen to this storyJesus told:

One day a shepherd found that one of his flock
was missing, so he left the other ninety-nine
sheep, and went off to look for it. He searched
and searched until he found it, because every
one of his sheep was precious to him.

(Matthew l8zl2-14)
If we have not been good and have lost our way,

let us ask Jesus to forgive us and to lead us back to
his flock.

Gronre

Gosprr Accuue.rrox
Alleluia, alleluia!

Jesus carne to forgive sinners
and share his love.

Alleluia, alleluia!

Gospnr (Lrxr l5zl-3, &L0)
After overhearing the Pharisees complaining
about him spending so much time with ta:r col-
lectors and sinners, Jesus told a parable: "Once
there was a woman who had ten silver coins. One
day, as she counted her savings, she realized that
one of the precious coins was missing!

"The woman was poor, and to lose even one
smdl coin made her very sad. So she lit her lamp
and looked under all the furniture. She swept
every corner of the house and searched until final-

ly she found it! Picking up the coin she ran to tell
all her friends the good news."

Then Jesus said, "God will search for anyone
who is lost, and rejoice when he finds him or her."

Drscussron
The Pharisees were very proud of their "goodness"

and their obedience of the law. They would not
associate with people they considered to be sin-
ners, and yet Jesus welcomed sinners! All too often
for the Pharisees, Jesus was to be found spending
his time with "sinners," instead of with people like
themselves.

\7hat happened in the parable which Jesus
told? (Encourage the children to retell the story in
their own words.)

The coin was very precious to the woman, and
even though she could not find it at first, she car-
ried on looking until her efforts were rewarded. In
the same way, God our father will search for any-
one who has wandered from his love because each

one of us is precious to him.

Jesus came to forgive the sinners who had lost
their way, and welcome them back to Godt love.

How did the woman react when she found what
she had lost? Her sadness rurned to joy, and she

ran to share the good news with her friends.
'When we sin and turn away from God's love,

he is filled with sadness. This sadness turns to joy
when we change our ways and come back to our
heavenly father.

Acrrvrry
Copy the house shape onto a thin piece of card-
board. (You could enlarge it, as well.) Give a copy
to each child. The older children can cut out the
windows rhemselves. Ask the children to draw the
woman looking for rhe lost coin inside.

Cnrno

Crosnc hevnn
Tirrn back [o me,

and I will reach out and save you,
because you are my children
whom I love.
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Twenty-fourth Sunday of the Year

Focus
A central candle with some 'sheep' and coins arranged
around it.

lntroduction
A parable is a story with a meaning that is not explained
but left for the listener to work out. Jesus used parables
that related to everyday life at the time. In today's
Gospel, Jesus tells two parables to help people to under-
stand the depth of God's love for us.

Gloria

Gospel Acclamation
Light the Gospel candle and sing Acclamation 8.

Gospel
A reading from the Gospel of St Luke (15:1-10)

The Pharisees and scribes complained about Jesus spend-
ing so much time with the tax collectors and sinners.
When he heard this, he told these parables: 'If a shepherd
with a hundred sheep discovered that one of those
sheep had strayed from the flock and got lost, would he
not leave the ninety-nine and search for the last one
until he found it? Then he would carry it home, rejoicing,
and call all his friends to celebrate with him and share
his delight. In the same way, I tell you, there will be
more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents
than over ninety-nine good people who have nothing to
be sorry for.

'Or suppose a woman had ten drachmas, and found
that one of her precious coins was missing. Surely she
would take a lamp and sweep the house from top to
bottom, searching everywhere until she found that coin.
Then she would call her friends to share her happiness
at finding what she had lost. In the same way, God's
angels rejoice and celebrate over one person who is
sorry for their sins.'

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Reflection
Who lost something in the first porable Jesus told?
A shepherd discovered that one of his sheep had
strayed away from his flock. The shepherd knew and
recognised each sheep in his flock, and was upset to
find that one had wandered off.

What did the loving shepherd do?
He set off in search of the sheep that was lost, because it
was very precious to him.

ln the second parable Jesus told, what did the womon lose?

The woman had ten drachmas and when one went miss-
ing, she searched high and low to find what she had lost
because it was worth so much to her. (One drachma or
denarius was worth a day's wage.)

What did the shepherd and the woman do when they
found what had been lost?
They rejoiced when they found what had been lost, and
shared their joy and delight by celebrating with their
family and friends.

Why did Jesus tell these parables?
The Pharisees and the scribes, who took great pride in
their own goodness and strict obedience of the law were
appalled that Jesus spent so much time with sinners.

fesus used these parables to help them to understand
that anyone who had wandered away from God's love
was very precious to him. He would search until he
found them, and rejoice when he was reunited with
those who had been lost.

Whqt cqn we leorn from these stories?
We all make mistakes at some time in our lives and
wander away from God's love. These stories remind us
that God will always search for us and give us the
opportunity to be reunited with him. He welcomes us
back with great rejoicing when we make a fresh start.

Activity
Help the children to make a shepherd who has found
the sheep he was searching for! Photocopy and cut
out the pictures to be coloured by the children before
being stuck on to thin card. Make a hole through the
body of the shepherd and his walking feet, and push
a split pin through so that he can be rolled along.

lntercessions
As brothers and sisters in one loving family,
together let us pray to our heavenly Father:

We pray for the world that God has made;
may we cherish the gifts of creation entrusted to our care.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for peace in our homes and families;
may we be people of forgiveness and reconciliation.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for people who are rejected
and disowned by society;
may we be ready to offer them hope and a second chance.

Lord, in your mercy/ hear our prayer.

We pray for Christians everywhere;
may we live Christ's Gospel of forgiveness and love.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Knowing that our heavenly Father is listening,
in the silence of our hearts
Iet us share our own unspoken prayers with him.

Silence

Loving Father,
have mercy on your children
when we wander away from your love,
and help us to forgive one another as you forgive us.
Grant this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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