VOICE

IN THIS ISSUE

St. Anthony Parish

Hello from Carolyn
A Prayer to St. Anthony
History of St. Anthony
Staying Connected
KC Corner
Helping Mary’s Inn

SPRING 2020 | VOLUME 36 | ISSUE 2

Hello from Carolyn

By Carolyn Wiezorek

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Dear St. Anthony parish members,

My name is Carolyn Wiezorek and I am in my first year
as principal of St. Anthony/Our Lady of Guadalupe
School. While the position is new to me, the place
is not. I attended St. Anthony as a student and later
taught kindergarten and first grade here. And, my
youngest daughter was in the first class of Our Lady
students 18 years ago.
While I have already faced many challenges in this
first year, I feel that God has put me in the right
place at the right time. With the announcement that
our St. Anthony site would transition the traditional

English classes to other Holy Family schools, our
community was met with grief and suffering. Being
true professionals, the faculty and staff decided that
we would work with the students to have our best year
ever. We have taken this commitment seriously in many
forms, including numerous field trips, special dress-up
days, an all-school Lenten retreat at Sinsinawa Mound,
and even a class pet. In my next newsletter excerpt, I
will share more activities and updates.
Sincerely,
Carolyn Wiezorek
Principal, St. Anthony/Our Lady of Guadalupe

A Prayer to St. Anthony

_________________________________________________________________________

Many of us have heard about offering up a prayer to St.
Anthony when something is lost or misplaced. Below is
a prayer you can use if you ever are in need:

O Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints, your love for God and Charity for His
creatures, made you worthy, when on earth, to possess miraculous powers.
Encouraged by this thought, I implore you to obtain for me (request). O
gentle and loving St. Anthony, whose heart was ever full of human sympathy,
whisper my petition into the ears of the sweet Infant Jesus, who loved to be
folded in your arms; and the gratitude of my heart will ever be yours. Amen.
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St. Anthony of Padua

By Mark Lansing

_______________________________________________________________________________

The lives of the saints inspire us to strive for holiness.
St. Anthony of Padua, after whom our parish is named,
was a great example of this, having been inspired by
the martyrdom of 5 Franciscans who were beheaded
while evangelizing Muslims in Morocco.
Many Catholics know St. Anthony as the saint who
intercedes to help us find lost or stolen articles. When
something is misplaced or lost, we invoke St. Anthony,
“St. Anthony help me/us to find what is lost.” This
devotion grew when a Franciscan novice who had
grown disenchanted with religious life took Anthony’s
Psalter book with him when he left the community.
Anthony prayed for the return of his book, and
soon not only was Anthony’s book returned but the
previously disgruntled novice also asked to return to
the community.
St. Anthony was born in 1195 (13 years after St. Francis
of Assisi) in Lisbon, Portugal. His parents, Martin and
Mary Bulhom, were a prominent and influential family
who lived near the Cathedral in Lisbon. He was given
the name Ferdinand at Baptism. At age 15 he entered
the religious order of St. Augustine hoping for a
peaceful monastic life, but frequent visits from friends
who engaged in vehement political discussions made
his monastic life hardly peaceful. After 2 years at the
monastery Ferdinand requested, and was granted,
a transfer to another Augustinian monastery located

100 miles north of Lisbon in Coimbra, the capital
of Portugal at that time, where he began 9 years of
intense study and was ordained a priest.
Ferdinand’s life took a crucial turn when the bodies of
5 Franciscans tortured and beheaded by the Muslims
in Morocco were carried in solemn procession to
Ferdinand’s monastery. He was inspired to join the
Franciscans if they “would promise to send me to the
land of the Saracens, that I may gain the crown of the
holy martyrs.” After some challenges from the prior of
the Augustinians, Ferdinand was allowed to leave the
Augustinians and join the Franciscans, taking the name
of Anthony.
True to their promise, the Franciscans allowed Anthony
to go to Morocco to fulfill his dream. While in Morocco,
however, he became seriously ill and realized he had to
go home. While on the ship back to Portugal, violent
storms on the Mediterranean Sea caused his ship to
blow off course to the east coast of Sicily, where the
friars welcomed him and nursed him back to health.
A life changing event occurred in Anthony’s life when
he and other friars were invited to an ordination
ceremony in the town of Forli where Dominicans and
Franciscans were gathered. After several Dominicans
declined the superior’s invitation to address the
assembly, he turned to Anthony and insisted that he
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share with the invited guests whatever the Holy Spirit
might inspire him to say. Anthony spoke sincerely and
humbly from his heart and amazed everyone with the
wisdom, power and depth of his words and the great
knowledge of Scripture he acquired from his years
of study with the Augustinians. This event launched
Anthony into a career of preaching and evangelizing
for the rest of his life. Anthony’s preaching was so
inspired, so moving, that people came from many
miles to hear him, and it was noted that at least on one
occasion over 30,000 people gathered in a large piazza
to hear Anthony preach.
In chapter 4 of Franciscan Father Jack Wintz’ book “St.
Anthony of Padua: His Life, Legends, and Devotions”
Carol Ann Morrow notes some key similarities, and
differences, in the persons and lives of St. Anthony and
his contemporary Francis of Assisi. Discerning their
path in life did not happen instantly for either. Francis,
for example, thought that when he sensed the Lord
telling him to “rebuild My church” he should set about
repairing the church building, only to discover that
there was a much bigger project to which he was being
called. Anthony longed to be a martyr, but serious
illness redirected his course to a life as a powerful
preacher. Both saints, like Jesus, took time away for
time alone with the Lord to restore and refresh their
spirits. While Francis demonstrated the Gospel through
a simple life of begging and outreach to the poor,
Anthony inspired many thousands by the depth, the
power, and the wisdom of his preaching.

settled with great difficulty. A year after his death
in 1231, Anthony was canonized and from that time
forward was officially recognized as a saint.
After the death of Anthony, many people brought
loved ones who had serious illnesses and disabilities
to the tomb of St. Anthony. Numerous miraculous
healings of St. Anthony are described in the book “Life
of St. Anthony (Assidua) by a Contemporary Franciscan
who lived during Anthony’s life and knew him. Besides
asking St. Anthony to help us find things lost or stolen,
we can have confidence in his intercessory power for
healing all manner of sickness.
Although there are a number of books on St. Anthony’s
life, two served as sources for this brief article: St.
Anthony of Padua: His Life, Legends and Devotions” by
Jack Wintz, OFM, and “Life of St. Anthony (Assidua)”
by a Contemporary Franciscan. The second book was
written a year after Anthony’s death and is considered
perhaps the best source since the friar who wrote it
knew Anthony. As of this writing (November 2019) both
books are available for check out in the St. Anthony
Parish library. There is great inspiration to be gained
from these beautiful accounts.
One, of many, important lessons all of us can take from
St. Anthony’s life is the necessity of taking time to be
quiet and listen to the Lord. Since God is God and we
are His creatures, we do well to seek the Lord for help
and guidance for any and all of our needs.

St. Anthony’s life so inspired vast throngs of people
that his burial place was highly contested and only

Staying Connected

By Kimberly Davis

______________________________________________________________________________________

Through this hard time, though we are separated, it is important that
we remain connected to our St. Anthony community. Make sure to
check us out online to stay in the loop.
Our Website: Stanthony-dubuque.org
YouTube: Youtube.com/c/SaintAnthonyDubuque
– Weekly Mass live-streamed Saturday’s at 4:00 p.m. and
archived for viewing at a later date.
– Talks about the Bible and the History of the Church with Will Hein
– Updates from Father Steve
Facebook: Facebook.com/stanthonydbq
– Updates
– Facebook live videos
– Links to additonal resources
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KC Corner

By Jim Henkels

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

When reflecting on the word of
God, there are two themes, which
always surface. Be faithful and be of
service to others. That is the mission
of the Knights of Columbus. Our
parish council would like to extend
an invitation to all catholic men to
become a part of this mission. If you want to grow in
your faith and be of service to others, we need you.
In the past year our Council has supported Persons
with Intellectual Disabilities, Special Olympics, Prolife

CONTACT US TO JOIN:

Organizations, Scholarships for young men studying
for the priesthood, St. Anthony Parish, St Anthony
Educational Endowment Fund and local charities. Total
contributions totaled over $12,000.00.
We are currently working on a major Fundraising
Auction for Mary’s Inn this November. If you would
like to be a member, review our ad on the back of the
parish bulletin and give Mike Lombardi a call. We can
even teach you how to cook a great omelet!

Contact Mike Lombardi at 563-582-1929
or Scott Meissen at 563-581-7069

Together We Can Raise Others Up

_____________________________________________

This coming Fall, the Knights of
Columbus is sponsoring an auction
at the Dubuque County Fairgrounds
to raise funds for Mary’s Inn
Maternity Home.
Mary’s Inn offers vulnerable women,
of any age and of any (or no) faith,
a safe haven where they can stay
while learning the skills they need
to make a better life for themselves
and their babies.
We humbly ask two things of you:
1. Save the date on your calendar
so you can participate in the
auction.
2. Consider making a donation
of homemade or new, unused
items. Cash donations are also
appreciated!

DONATE TODAY:

IDEAS FOR DONATIONS:
Homemade
– Wood items
– Metal fabricated items
– Quilts and bedspreads
– Blankets and afghans
– Tablecloths
– Baby items and toys
– Wreaths and wall hangings
Baked Goods
– Pies, cakes and cookies
– Breads and rolls
Home canned items
– Jellies and Jams
– Pickles
– Homemade wine
Services
– Yard work
– Meals
– Desserts
– Parties
– Cleaning

Car care
– Oil changes
– Car washes
Tools
– New tools
– Power tools
– Lawn equipment
– Yard tools and decor
Outdoor Gear
– Camping equipment
– Fishing equipment
Sports related items
– Cyclones, Hawkeyes, Panthers,
Baseball & NFL teams
Gift cards
–
Local services
–
Restaurants
–
Theater/Shows
–
Hotel stay
–
Sport events
–
Pampering services

CONTACT ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:
Lee Baumhover at 557-1081
Mark Lansing at 583-0457
Bob Schroeder at 845-8866
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Jim Henkels at 599-9166
Dave Ayers at 583-7014
Mike Lombardi at 582-1929
Scott Meissen at 581-7069

WANT TO GET INVOLVED?
We always welcome additional assistance. If you are
interested in contributing to our quarterly newsletter,
from writing articles to donating photos, please
contact John and Jenny Stork at jcstork@ibisci.com
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