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Is God Listening? _________________________________________________________________________________________
By Mark and Sue Lansing

Sometimes I find myself wondering if God is listening 
as I pray for something. I’ve often thought I wish God 
would just send me an email so I would understand 
clearly what he is saying to me. We are all called to be 
intercessors and St. Paul tells us to:

A listening attitude is also necessary for effective 
intercession. God always answers prayer, so we must 
watch for how He chooses to answer so we don’t miss 
His response to our prayers.

Rosie Carr also reminds herself and all of us to, “Let go 
and let God”. We know that is easier said than done!

Laura Blum credits prayer for bringing her brother’s 
Covid-19 diagnosis and hospital stay shorter than usual. 

The granddaughters of Janet Wareham, experienced 
answers through the prayer line. After the prayer 
line people prayed for a friend’s child diagnosed 
with Rett Syndrome, the child was tested again and 
was discovered to no longer have Rett Syndrome. 
A prayer line request for another one of Janet’s 
granddaughters—a nurse who works with Covid-19 
patients—was beautifully answered in her not 
contracting the virus herself.

In 2011, Ron Richey went to the doctor with what he 
thought was a simple back problem, so he and his wife 
Patty were shocked when the diagnosis indicated Ron 
had Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma. Patty called the Prayer 
Line at St. Anthony’s and soon Ron was on many Prayer 
Lines throughout the United States. Shortly after the 
prayer line began praying for Ron, his doctor ordered 
a CAT scan, which revealed that the cancer was gone!  
Ron has no doubt that the Lord heard and honored the 
prayers of all those who prayed for him.

These testimonies are just a few examples of God’s 
answers to prayer requests made to the prayer line. 
God has demonstrated, and continues to demonstrate, 
His love by responding graciously to our prayers. We 
are always exhorted to “Cast all our worries upon the 
Lord because He cares for us.” (1 Peter 5:7).  

God is all loving and almighty so let’s never forget to 
take all our cares to Him in prayer.

…have no anxiety 
about anything, but in 
everything, by prayer 
and supplication, with 
thanksgiving, let your 
requests be made 
known to God.
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Covid and Construction at St. Montfort ________________________________
By Mel & Theresa Harvey

The people of Haiti are dealing with the Covid-19 virus, 
but with much fewer resources than we have in the 
United States. Fr. Rebert Beldorin, the pastor at our 
sister parish St. Montfort writes:  

“We continue to protect ourselves against Covid-19. 
There are 116 people who have the virus and 9 people 
died. We follow the instruction but sometimes the 
circumstances of life do not give us the possibility 
to react effectively because people live day to day. 
I educate people at the church, at school and at the 
dispensary so that they can follow the instructions 
(wash hands, put on masks and social distancing). With 
the Covid-19 the people suffer—no food its misery—
more people come to ask at the rectory and at the 
dispensary and the rate of malnutrition increases.”

Each night, Fr. Rebert sleeps in the old rectory that was 
severely damaged in the October 6, 2018 earthquake. 
The building is unsafe and needs to be demolished. 
Fr. Rebert says that he never gets a good rest, as he 
is quite uneasy sleeping in the condemned building. 
However, he has no other choice, as he needs to be on 
the Church grounds for security during the night. 

The Haiti Committee reached out to Fr. Rebert to 
see what could be done. Fr. Rebert provided the 
Committee with a plan to add a second story onto an 
existing office building that was undamaged by the 

earthquake. The cost of the construction was estimated 
at $28,322 US. At first, the Committee was reluctant 
to commit to the project, but soon very generous 
parishioners, plus non-parishioners with interest in 
St. Montfort came forth with about 50% of the funds 
needed to begin construction. The BVM Sisters 
Ministry Partnership awarded a grant that covered the 
next 50%. In July, full-scale construction of the new 
second floor rectory began.

After reinforcing the first floor and adding columns to 
support the second floor, the construction proceeded 
through the summer and is nearing completion. 
The new rectory will provide Fr. Rebert with a safe 
bedroom as well as two rooms for guests. There will 
be a small kitchen and bathroom as well as a meeting 
area. The first floor will continue as an office and 
storage space. Fr. Rebert is very happy with the new 
accommodations and wants to thank everyone at St. 
Anthony for all they do for him and the people of St. 
Montfort and Port-de-Paix.

We join our prayers with our friends in Haiti asking God 
to continue to bless all people with health at this time 
of the pandemic.
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Back to School ________________________________________________________________________________________________

Religious Ed Back in Session ___________________________________________________________

By Carolyn Wiezorek

By Kimberly Davis

St. Anthony parish members, Jesus said, 

The children have returned to St. Anthony Our Lady of 
Guadalupe School after having been gone since mid-
March and we adults are so happy to welcome them back. 

As we get back into the routine of school, St. Anthony/Nativity Religious 
Education has also started back up. First, we want to send a big THANK 
YOU to Stephanie Klapatauskas for her years of service to our families. 
We wish you well on your future endeavors and appreciate all you 
have given to our Church family. As we move forward, we welcome 
Sam Anderson as the new Coordinator of Religious Education for 
kindergarten through sixth grade.

For K-6 families, make sure to check your email as there will be one 
monthly and one weekly email with grade-appropriate activities and 
insightful questions. The Pflaum Weekly Gospel will be used as well as a  
take-home resource. Workbooks will be used for 2nd graders preparing 
for their Sacraments.

For our older students, Marcy McElroy is the Coordinator of Youth 
Formation and will be in charge of the 7/8 and 9/10 religious education 
classes, Confirmation and anything related to youth ministry.

This year, for grades 7/8 and 9/10, there will be more activities and hands-
on experiences, small group discussions, prayer experiences, service 
projects, etc. These older students will meet in person for September and 
October and virtual for November and December.

We also suggest if you are on YouTube, please subscribe to our channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/c/saintanthonydubuque

Let the little children 
come to me, and do 
not hinder them, for 
the kingdom of heaven 
belongs to such as these.
– Matthew 19:14

As we venture into the new school year, there seems 
to be a clash between the familiar and the unfamiliar. 
For example, we are attending school face-to-face 
(familiar), however we are wearing face masks and 
distancing ourselves from each other (unfamiliar). We 
are attending mass on Thursdays (familiar), but only 
two grade levels at a time and without our parents 
(unfamiliar). We have music class (familiar) but can only 
sing if we are outside (unfamiliar). We have teachers 
(familiar), but our teachers from Spain remained in their 
home country (unfamiliar). 

Everyone in the world has been forced to adjust and 
adapt to new ways of doing things amid the Covid-19 
pandemic. And because we believe in Jesus and 
trust in God, our hope and appreciation guide our 
daily actions. We pray that we will be able to stay at 
school and that everyone in our community is safe and 
healthy, including all of you reading this letter.

MARCY MCELROY
563-582-0377 x234
dbq060ym@dbqarch.org

Marcy McElroy

Sam Anderson

CONTACT US FOR MORE INFO
SAM ANDERSON
563-582-0377 x230
dbq060ff1@dbqarch.org
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WANT TO GET INVOLVED?
We always welcome additional assistance. If you are 
interested in contributing to our quarterly newsletter, 
from writing articles to donating photos, please 
contact John and Jenny Stork at jcstork@ibisci.com

Will things get back to Normal?  ________________________________________________

Sometimes parishioners will ask me when I think things 
will get back to what we were used to, in regard to the 
celebration of the Mass. The short answer would be 
that I’m not quite sure. However, I would guess that not 
much will change in the near term. 

With the mandate of social distancing we can only 
accommodate a limited number of people (every other 
pew). God willing, when we discontinue social distancing 
and mask wearing, then things can slowly get back to a 
sense of what we were used to; sitting where you want, 
holy water back in the fonts, song books and Sunday 
readings in the pews, more music, etc. 

I can’t read the future any better than 
anyone else, but I hope and pray that 
we can get this behind us sooner 
rather than later. Our faith can help 
us deal with things which we can’t 
control. Let us pray for an end to the 
pandemic. We are all tired of it!

Lord have mercy; 
Holy Mary pray for us. 

God Bless,
Father Steve

By Fr. Steve Rosonke

God, come to our assistance. Lord, make haste to 
help us. Mary, health of the sick, pray for us. St. 
Raphael, patron of the Archdiocese of Dubuque, 

and patron of healing, pray for us.

Archdiocesan Prayer during 
the Coronavirus Pandemic


