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Religious Education Update _____________________________________________________________
By Sam Anderson and Marcy McElroy

Some of you may be wondering, what does Religious Education look like 
this year in the midst of a pandemic? Like many things this year, it looks 
different. We are doing an at home/hybrid model this year. 

For grades kindergarten through sixth grade, we are using an at home 
approach to learning. Using Pflaum’s Gospel Weeklies are the main 
resource used. Each week it includes activities to do based on the Gospel 
readings and the liturgical season. We also send out an email every week 
with supplemental material. Sam Anderson, our Coordinator of Religious 
Education is also available on Wednesday nights via Zoom to answer 
questions and talk about our Catholic faith. 

For 7th through 10th grade religious education, we started the year by 
gathering outside on Wednesday nights. Once the weather turned cold, 
we switched to Zoom. Everyone is getting accustomed to using Zoom 
and similar technology to meet virtually to talk about our faith. We utilize 
breakout rooms to work in small groups and have small group discussions. 

In addition to our at home and hybrid models, we are doing a monthly 
community gathering in the church. These might be a Mass, Advent prayer 
service, Eucharistic Adoration, Generations of Faith or Stations of the Cross. 
These are live streamed and open to those viewing from home. We are 
doing what we can to accommodate the needs of our families this year. The 
year of religious education is going well and we are looking forward to 2021! 

MARCY MCELROY
563-582-0377 x234
dbq060ym@dbqarch.org

Marcy McElroy

Sam Anderson

CONTACT US FOR MORE INFO
SAM ANDERSON
563-582-0377 x230
dbq060ff1@dbqarch.org
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Seeing Christ in Covid ____________________________________________________________________________
By Deacon Brian Zeman

During COVID, it has been easy to question where God 
is amidst the challenges and sorrows of the pandemic. 
As he always is, he’s been by our side, accompanying 
us, and making straight our path. Here are just a couple 
thoughts about how I feel Christ has revealed himself 
during this time.

Since March of 2020, we have gained greater 
appreciation for the real heroes of our society. Many 
of us (myself included) may have spent too much time 
elevating the likes of our favorite NFL quarterback 
or Hollywood movie star to the status of someone 
deserving superfluous praise and adulation. Our 
culture has always needed heroes, but during the 
pandemic they have worn different uniforms and 
played other roles. COVID has helped us recognize 
the teachers who have stepped forward to continue 
shaping our children and educating them at times 
when they may have had fears themselves about the 
virus. Most recognizable has been the re-shaping 
and defining of the good work that our nurses and 
doctors do. Nurses especially deserve our praise and 
thanksgiving for their tireless work to nurture and 
care for us. Their example of “Martha” spirituality (as 
illustrated in the story of Martha and Mary from Luke 
10:38-42) shows how they share God’s love through 
serving others. I hope that we continue to recognize all 
those front-line workers, whether they be stocking the 
shelves at our stores, or protecting our communities. 
These are the real heroes shaping our communities.   

Christ has also been visibly present in our parish. At 
each weekend mass we typically have between 60 
to 100 parishioners worshipping safely and socially 
distanced from each other. Fortunately, our parish has 
been blessed with a livestream video system which was 
installed well before we’d ever heard of COVID. On 
average we regularly have between 300 to 500 people 
viewing the virtual mass each weekend!   Praise be to 
God for this essential communications tool.
The parish continued to stay strong and stay connected 
during Father Steve’s bout with the Coronavirus.  It was 
clear that Christ had a hand in helping us recruit from 
his retirement, Father Richard Ament. His kind, loving 
demeanor was exactly what we needed, especially at a 
time when our parish wondered and worried about our 
own pastor. The fact that Father Ament came out week 
after week with the risk factors that come with it, is a 
sign of Christ’s love for us. 

It was also clear that Christ was present in the 
parishioners who prayed with great fervor for Father 
Steve’s healing. During his hospitalization, and when his 
condition seemed to be at its worst, the parish came 
together in prayer. On the afternoon of Sun., Oct. 25th, 

dozens of parishioners and other 
members of the community gathered 
for a communal prayer service. It was 
incredibly touching to lead those 
present in the Rosary, and to be 
there as Mary Burbach led us in the 
Divine Mercy Chaplet. That number 
of participants grew exponentially 
as over 500 people tuned into the 
YouTube livestream. On the very next 
morning we first heard the news that Father’s condition 
had stabilized. Praise be to God!  There certainly is 
power in prayer!  The prayers and solidarity of the parish 
continued as over 100 people tuned in each night that 
week on YouTube to pray the Rosary for Father Steve.

Christ has surely been present during this trying time. 
Christ has been present in the nurse heroes who tended 
to Father Steve, in the teachers who have heroically 
stepped forward to educate our children, and in all the 
front-line workers who have kept things going.

Although we would never ask for the hardships and 
pain that the virus has brought, we are truly blessed to 
know that God has been present amidst it all, helping 
us find a path straight and true.

WITH APPRECIATION

St. Thomas Aquinas taught, Works of Love 
directed to one’s neighbor are the most perfect 
manifestation of the Interior Grace of the Spirit.

I, one of your neighbors and parishoners 
received many, many cards, phone calls, flowers 
and prayers from the St. Anthony Community, 
including Father Steve and Sr. Margaret Ann, 

when I was hospitalized with Covid 19.

Sometimes when a person is ill, they feel so 
alone and think no one cares. But I was blessed, 
knowing you did care and were thinking of me.

I am home now and exercising to increase my 
strength which I lost with the virus. 

Thank you for being part of my recovery.

Devotedly, Betty Allen
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Virtual Nativity Scene Tour _______________________________________________________________
By Marcy McElroy

And she brought forth 
her firstborn son, 
and wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes, and 
laid him in a manger; 
because there was no 
room for them in the inn.
– Luke 2:7

We decided to try something new this Christmas 
season. The Faith Formation Office asked parishioners 
to submit photos of the Nativity scenes found in their 
homes. We compiled the photos to create a video to 
create a virtual Nativity scene tour. The variety in the 
styles of Nativity scenes was great! 

Do you have a story about your Nativity scene? Was it 
passed down from a parent or grandparent? Was it a gift 
from a loved one? Did you craft it yourself? Christmas and 
the new year are a great time to share those memories 
and traditions with your family and friends. 

This was a fun and creative way to connect and share 
with the community. Connection and community are 
things all of us need right now in this unique time. 
Thank you to all who submitted photos. You can 
find the Virtual Nativity Scene Tour video on the St. 
Anthony YouTube page.

VIEW THE TOUR TODAY! https://tinyurl.com/STANativityScenes
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WANT TO GET INVOLVED?
We always welcome additional assistance. If you are 
interested in contributing to our quarterly newsletter, 
from writing articles to donating photos, please 
contact John and Jenny Stork at jcstork@ibisci.com

Giving Tree 2020  _______________________________________________________________________________________

The Giving Tree at St. Anthony’s is a long-standing 
tradition. It seems as if parishioners look forward to 
the tree in hopes of finding a special tag and making 
someone’s Christmas brighter.  

Due to the limitations due to COVID, we wanted to 
ensure the safety of our parishioners and still provide 
an opportunity to serve the needs of the community. 
Considering these things, we asked for monetary 
donations only. 

Prior to sending an email to parishioners asking for 
donations, I contacted Sunnycrest Manor and Catholic 
Charities and assured them we would be able to fill 
their needs. I trusted in what I had experienced from 
previous years: that St Anthony’s is filled with generous, 
caring people!

I was assured of this when one parishioner contacted 
me upon receiving the email and said “Nancy, we’ve 
supported the Giving Tree in the past and we want you 
to know we are supporting it again!” I finished reading 
that email with tears in my eyes and I knew in my heart 
that our Giving Tree would again be successful!

Within in a week, we had enough money to purchase 
the gift cards!  In fact, your generosity was so great 
that we were also able to financially support Mary’s Inn, 
The Rescue Mission, Hawkeye Area Community Action 

Program (previously named Operation New View) and 
The Dream Center.

As I reflect on this year’s Giving Tree, I am grateful for 
the generosity of St. Anthony’s parishioners!  From my 
heart to yours: Thank you!

By Nancy Knipper

St. Anthony Parishoners deliver gift cards to Catholic charities. 

St. Anthony Parishoners delivering more gift cards.

By Nancy Knipper


