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Thirteen youth and three chaperons from St. Anthony 
and Nativity parishes will attend NCYC, the National 
Catholic Youth Conference, this November in 
Indianapolis. Our group will be part of the largest 
diocesan delegation of nearly 1,700 people from the 
Archdiocese of Dubuque! NCYC, an annual event, 
is open to high school students and offers them the 
opportunity to gather with 23,000 Catholic youth and 
chaperons from across the country. There are keynote 
speakers, breakout sessions on all things Catholic, 
opportunities for the sacraments, service projects and 
an exhibition hall full of Catholic musicians, speakers, 
publishers, universities and Catholic apparel and gifts. 

Our youth and adults could use your support, spiritually 
and financially. One way to financially support our 
youth is to purchase with a purpose at our One Mission 
page. We are teaming up with One Mission, of Mt. 
Vernon, Iowa to help us raise funds for NCYC. 40% 
of your purchase goes towards our NCYC trip. One 

National Catholic Youth Conference ________________________________________ By Marcy McElroy  

Mission sells t-shirts with positive messages, art, cards, 
coffee mugs, jewelry and items made in Haiti. 

Be on the lookout for more NCYC fundraisers in the 
coming months, but know you can always donate 
online at the St. Anthony parish website or the One 
Mission website, drop a check at the parish office or in 
the collection basket with a note marking it for NCYC. 
Thank you for your support!

SUPPORT OUR NCYC GROUP Check out our One Mission storefront:
onemission.fund/support/st-anthony-teens-to-ncyc/

Let There Be (more efficient) Light __________________________________________Dave McDermott

We are currently replacing all of the light bulbs in the 
church with LED (light emitting diode) bulbs—which use a 
fraction of the electricity and last between 25,000-35,000 
hours vs 1,000-1,500 hours for older incandescent bulbs. 
“This makes a lot of sense for the parish. The bulbs 
are much more energy efficient, last for years and will 
save the parish money while connecting us to Pope 
Francis’ vision to help care for God’s Creation” said Jim 
Henkels, St. Anthony business manager. 

Right now, a single spotlight bulb in the ceiling of the 
church will use more electricity than all of the spotlights 
combined once the new bulbs are replaced. LED 
technology has progressed substantially in the past 
decade and they now make a range of bulbs that fit in the 
church’s unique light fixtures that were not available in the 
past. The move is a continuation of the parish’s continued 
work on energy conservation and sustainability.
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FORE! St. Anthony Church is hosting a nine-hole (with 
cart) golf outing on Sunday, September 15, 2019, at 
Bunker Hill Golf Course. The outing will include nine 
holes of golf with prizes, a Kalmes–served dinner, 
an awards ceremony and silent auction. This event is 
open to both St. Anthony parishioners as well as non-
parishioners of all ages. 

Shotgun Start: 3:00 p.m.
Dinner: 6:00 p.m.
Golf & Dinner (16 yrs and over): $36/person 
Golf & Dinner (15 yrs and under): $36/person
Just Dinner: $11/person

This year’s silent auction will feature a one-week stay 
at a two-bedroom condo at Seven Lakes Community in 
Fort Meyers, FL. This one week stay also includes free 
access to swimming pools, tennis courts, games and 
activities, and golf ($25.00). 

The recipients of the proceeds of this year’s fund-
raising event are St. Montfort Parish—Haiti, Earthquake 
Recovery and Mary’s Inn Maternity Home for single 
mothers in Dubuque. 

Join the Fun: Golf Outing and Dinner ___________________________________ By Marcy McElroy

EVENT SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITY
The St. Anthony Family Golf Outing Committee is also 
asking area businesses for their support and donations. 
Hole sponsor advertisement opportunities are available 
at a cost of $100. Hole sponsors will have their company 
names (logo, etc.) displayed at a tee box during the golf 
outing. Patrons who donate to the event will also be 
acknowledged during the awards ceremony. We also 
invite individuals or families to sponsor a hole for $100.  
Any other types of donations—such as goods, services, 
gift cards, or cash—will also be gratefully accepted. 

Hole sponsors are asked to send a PDF format copy of 
their company’s logo to St. Anthony Business Manager 
Jim Henkels at dbq060bm@dbqarch.org, or we can 
simply print a name on the sign. You may also scan your 
business card with its logo and send it to Jim Henkels.

Golf sponsors for the St. Anthony fundraising golf 
outing are also invited to participate in event. If you 
wish to play golf, please contact Jim Henkels at  
563-599-9166 or by e-mail dbq060bm@dbqarch.org. 

Come join in the fun and fine food. Thanks for your 
support! For more information, contact any St. 
Anthony Golf Committee member: 
Jim Brimeyer ...............588-3034, brimeyej@mchsi.com
Gary Gansemer ...........582-8218, amokay72@gmail.com
Jim Henkels ..................599-9166, dbq060bm@dbqarch.org
Dave McDermott ........580-1874, dbq060ff@dbqarch.org
John Meyer .................599-0810, jjwm44@yahoo.com
Pat O’Neill ...................581-3132, patoneill335@yahoo.com
Wayne Schumacher .....583-1670, schubox22@aol.com

ST. ANTHONY’S 4-PERSON

BEST SHOT
SEPT
15

RSVP BY SEPT. 8TH FOR GOLF AND/OR DINNER:
Contact Dave McDermott at 563-580-1874 or e-mail at dbq060ff@dbqarch.org.
OR sign-up after Masses on August 17-18, August 24-25 or September 7-8.  

MEAL PAYMENT BY SEPT. 8TH (ADVANCE PAYMENT REQUIRED BY CATERER):
Mail/drop off the $11/dinner to St. Anthony’s Church Office, 1970 St. Ambrose Street

GOLF PAYMENT (AT EVENT):
$25 will be paid at Bunker Hill on the day of the event.

SIGN UP
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Women of Hope Named ______________________________________________________________________

Two St. Anthony women were named “Women of 
Hope” at Mary’s Inn Maternity Home fundraisers for 
their work with women in crisis pregnancies. Jackie 
Crimmins was selected as a “Woman of Hope” in 2017 
and Mary Jo Ayres was named a “Woman of Hope” 
May 8, 2019.

The “Woman of Hope” award is given annually by 
Mary’s Inn to a woman who has provided care, support 
and guidance to women in crisis pregnancies. 

Jackie has served as a co-coordinator 
for the Gabriel Project at St. Anthony 
since it began in 2012. She helps 
maintain formula, baby clothing, 
diapers, baby food, and items a 
Gabriel mother might need in caring 
for her children. These items have 
been provided by parishioners to the 

Gabriel Project. Jackie is also a founding member of 
Dubuque County Right to Life. She and her husband 
Vince cared for young women in crisis pregnancies 
in their home as Foster Parents for 18 years.  More 
recently, Jackie and her daughter Sianne helped 
prepare Mary’s Inn for opening in 2015 by preparing 
bedrooms by making beds and getting the kitchen 
ready for meals. Jackie and Vince were members of 
St. Anthony Parish for over 40 years. They have five 
children, Jill, Vince Jr., Vilane, and Joy. Almost all of the 
children attended St. Anthony School. Jackie is also 
a grandmother to 6 grandchildren. Vince Crimmins 
passed away in 2017; Jackie and Vince were married 51 
years.  Jackie’s daughter Sianne passed away in 2015.

By Suzanne & Mark Lansing

Mary Jo also has been part of the 
Gabriel Project at St. Anthony since 
it began in Dubuque through the 
Archdiocese of Dubuque. In the 
Gabriel Project a parish “adopts” 
a mother in a crisis pregnancy and 
provides the love, care, material, 
emotional, and spiritual support she 

needs throughout her pregnancy through a trained 
mentor or “Gabriel Angel”. The mother’s identity is 
kept confidential. Mary Jo has functioned as a Gabriel 
Angel serving mothers as young as 16 years of age. 
A couple of examples reveal Mary Jo’s care for these 
mothers in crisis pregnancies.  She was present with 
one mother as she miscarried twins at the hospital 
since the mother had no one else to be with her. 
Another example includes Mary Jo’s mentoring a teen 
mother often sacrificing her own family time to be 
present with this young mother whose own mother 
was alcoholic and often left this young teen on her 
own. If the Gabriel Project mothers have no place to 
call home, they have lived at Mary’s Inn and Mary Jo 
has served them there. Mary Jo is a lifetime member 
of St. Anthony Parish and attended St. Anthony School 
along with her 5 siblings, the children of Mary (late) and 
Orville Fleckenstein. She and her husband Dave also 
married at St. Anthony, have been married for 44 years 
with two children Kevin and Amy, and 3 grandchildren.

Both Jackie and Mary Jo have been the “Face of 
Christ” to many women in crisis pregnancies.  We are 
blessed to have them at St. Anthony Parish.  

Our First City-wide Closing R.E. Mass ____________________________________By Stephanie Klapatauskas

When life throws you a month’s worth of snow days, 
plan your first ever city-wide closing R.E. Mass. That’s 
the saying, right? 

When discussing all the days of Religious Education that 
were missed due to multiple snow days, the Dubuque 
DRE’s decided it might be a great idea to join together 
and use the previously scheduled date for the city-wide 
catechist in-service as a city-wide closing R.E. Mass 
instead. Thereby giving us one extra regular session that 
had been intended to be a site-specific closing Mass. 

St. Anthony’s Religious Education program gathered 
at the Cathedral of St. Raphael on May 1, 2019 for a 
closing Mass led by Fr. Greg Bahl and concelebrated 
by priests from each participating parish—Cathedral 
and St. Patrick’s (Fr. Greg Bahl), Resurrection (Fr. Phil 
Gibbs), St. Joseph the Worker (Fr. Tom McDermott), 
St. Anthony (Fr. Steve Rosonke) and Nativity (Msgr. Jim 
Miller). Seeing the priests together around the altar 

and so many families from our various programs, made 
for a beautiful night. Having all our catechists gathered 
at the front being blessed by our parish priests and 
our families was a wonderful witness. Closing with 
cookies and fellowship after Mass made for a great 
end to a great year. With an estimated 300+ people in 
attendance, the Dubuque DRE’s have decided that this 
should be a yearly occurrence. Even snow days can bring 
some unexpected blessings. God is good! 
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WANT TO GET INVOLVED?
We always welcome additional assistance. If you are 
interested in contributing to our quarterly newsletter, 
from writing articles to donating photos, please 
contact John and Jenny Stork at jcstork@ibisci.com

A Chaplain’s Experience _______________________________________________________________________
By Kyle Tietz

This summer I’ve been serving as a chaplain in the 
Spiritual Care department at Mercy Medical Center in 
Dubuque. Three days a week, I visit patients, talk with 
families, pray, and occasionally respond to emergencies. 

As I reflect on these past several weeks, I had somewhat 
expected my days at the hospital to be full of difficult 
experiences with suffering patients. Certainly, there 
are those who are in pain or dying, but the majority of 
my visits are to those undergoing routine procedures. 
Many people are doing fine or have family there to 
support them. Others have been at the hospital for days 
or weeks and appreciate someone present. Generally, 
people appreciate a chaplain stopping by, even if they 
don’t want to talk or pray. Sometimes it’s the family 
that is most in need of support. I’ve prayed with adult 
children whose parents are dying. There are people 
who have stayed overnight with their spouses who 
are intubated or sedated. Usually in pediatrics, it’s the 
parents that want to talk or process what has happened. 
Time in the Intensive Care Unit can be predominantly 
with families. 

Where I’ve grown most in my hospital experience is 
dwelling in the uncomfortableness of a situation. As a 
chaplain, I enter the room with no other purpose than to 
listen, process and pray. It’s about giving the patient an 
open-ended opportunity to talk. 

Some people give the details of their ailments. Other 
times, people talk about their understanding of God’s 
presence in their lives. I try to exist in the silence and 
uncertainty and give the patient the chance to take the 
conversation wherever they want to go. I’m not there 
to press or interrogate or to force anyone to talk about 

God. If people talk about their faith or how they their 
situation is “in the Lord’s hands,” I’m happy to explore 
and affirm their beliefs. Sometimes people share their 
life stories or religious upbringing. I end most visits by 
asking if I can pray for them. If they are particularly open 
to pray, I ask if we can pray together in the moment. 
Usually, I lead a spontaneous prayer and invite them to 
join in the Lord’s Prayer. 

My day at the hospital is grounded in prayer. Before 
my visits, I stop in the chapel to pray to the Holy Spirit. 
I pray with John the Baptist that “He [Jesus] must 
increase; I must decrease” (John 3:30). After visits, I 
return to chapel to make good on promises to pray for 
folks. Fr. Rafael celebrates noon Mass each day, and I try 
to bring the intentions of those I’ve seen to the altar for 
the Eucharistic sacrifice. 

Without prayer—and processing with the chaplains on 
staff—it would be difficult to deal with the tragedies 
and difficulties we sometimes see. Ultimately, we entrust 
ourselves to Jesus Christ who suffered with us and 
for us. It was into the human world of suffering that 
God the Son entered in order to transform it. Jesus 
accomplished the work of salvation on the cross, but he 
left room for personal redemptive suffering to make his 
work manifest. As members of the Body of Christ, we 
share a special role in bearing the suffering of our fellow 
members, for “if [one] part suffers, all the parts suffer 
with it” (1 Cor 12:26).

That’s where I try to exist as a chaplain. I don’t come 
to fix problems, I come to be a listening presence, 
encounter people in their suffering, and entrust their 
situation to God.

Update: St. Montfort Parish _____________________________________________________________
By Ronnie and Mike Larkin

The St. Anthony Haiti Committee and twin parish 
of St. Montfort in Port de Paix want to express a 
heartfelt thank you to the members of St. Anthony’s 
and supporters in the community. Your generous 
contributions helped rebuild St. Montfort church after 
the earthquake of October 6, 2018. The goal set by Fr. 
Steve of $20,000.00 was exceeded. The BVM Sisters 
gave a $15,000.00 grant to this effort as well. The 
work on the church continues to progress with mostly 
painting and finishing work left.  Fr. Rebert hopes 

everything will be 
completed mid-July. 
72 years ago, on July 
20, St. Montfort parish 
was established. 
Fr. Rebert plans to 
consecrate the newly 
reconstructed church 
on the same date.


