What is an evangelist? 
For many of us, the word evangelist often brings to mind someone who is a bit of a radical, willing to give up everything to travel to far-off places to preach the gospel.

John the Baptist would certainly qualify. John was considered a radical in his day, a true “voice crying out in the wilderness.” Wearing clothes made of camel's hair and eating locusts and wild honey, John preached repentance in the desert of Judea. 

Saint Paul was perhaps the greatest evangelist. Paul traveled ceaselessly...Arabia, Asia Minor, Greece, Italy, Spain. He endured many hardships, preaching the gospel, and establishing churches around the world. His letters to those churches make up much of the New Testament. Paul still preaches to us today.

In the 1950's, a group of five American missionaries journeyed to the jungles of Ecuador to  preach to the Auca people. They were tragically killed by members of the tribe, who were  notoriously suspicious of outsiders. Their deaths inspired other to take up their work, in Ecuador and around the world.

Billy Graham was a modern-day evangelist. This fiery, charismatic man preached to millions, saving souls while changing the face of evangelical Christianity in America.

But being an evangelist doesn't require extreme action. Evangelism can happen anytime, anywhere. True evangelism is as simple as reflecting the light of God's love to others. We are all evangelists...at home, in our communities, at work, or at school.

“I am an evangelist at school when I help people. When I help people, no matter their race, political views, religion or gender, I show that, as a disciple of Jesus, it is my duty to help everyone. I also evangelize when I hold onto my goals and values, no matter what, whether I am alone or with friends.” – Brody Moran
   “I am an evangelist at school when I read the Bible to kindergarten students. Reading the Bible to children helps them grow as Christians and helps them expand their love for Jesus. When they ask questions about Jesus or the disciples, I answer them to the best of my ability. When explaining, I am an evangelist.” – Bella LePore
   “I am an evangelist at school when I sing at church, because when the choir sings everyone joins in with them. I am also an evangelist when I serve on the altar, because when I help the priest, I serve everyone at mass.” – Lena Nguyen
   The early church was an evangelistic church. From the least to the greatest, early Christians were serious about proclaiming the gospel. Do we follow their example? This Advent, we will embark on a journey to make evangelization in today's world relevant and real. Our focus for the new liturgical year is on receiving God's light and reflecting it to others. There will be opportunities throughout the year to learn, share, and grow as evangelists. In January, sign-ups will begin for small group discussions during Lent, reading and reflecting on the book The Biggest Lie in History of Christianity by Matthew Kelly. In the meantime, let's spend some time during Advent reflecting on how we can soak up even more of God's transforming light and become brighter beacons to the world. 

