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 THE COMPASS 
Newsletter of the Knights of Columbus  

Fr. Michael Cottrell Council 7672 
St. Francis of Assisi Parish Grove City, Florida 

 

October  2018 - Fall 
 

 Message from the Deputy Grand Knight: 
 

Brothers, I would like to take this opportunity to thank each and every one of you for 
stepping up and being part of our 2018-2019  Knights of Columbus Council 7672 
Team. As members you play a positive role in the day to day operations of our 
council. At the present time we do have an opening for Family Director. If any of you 
have a suggestion for that position please contact me at your earliest convenience.  
 

We have a lot of events planned and we need to hit the ground running. Everyone in 
our council is a “leader”. Our vision is to help build the church, be able to raise the 
number of members within our council, be able to bring awareness of events 
sponsored by the church as well as those organized by the Knights, and be able to 
financially help other organizations who support and help our local population.  
 

To do these things we need Recruitment, Retention, Communication, Publicity, 
Planning and of course Faith. We have a busy year of Pancake Breakfasts, Spaghetti 
Dinners, Concerts, Dances, and the annual Walk for Life. This year I want us ALL to 
work Smarter not Harder! We need to think Win-Win and be proactive NOW, for 
events happening this year. I am looking for suggestions on how to increase the 
number of volunteers. Within any organization you always have the same people 
helping out. We need to engage other members to come and be a part of the fun. Our 
council 7672 has an enthusiastic team of officers in place who are ready to work 
alongside All of you who have stepped up. I encourage you all to “Let your Light 
Shine”. God Bless.         Steve Aynes, DGK 
 

          
Supreme Chaplain Monthly Challenge. . . . . . . . from Archbishop William E. Lori 
This month, I challenge you to become even more like Jesus, the “servant of all,” by 
making an act of charity for someone in your life from whom you have been distant, or 
whom you have wronged. Second, I challenge you to prayerfully reflect on these words 
from Scripture: “Beloved if God so loved us, we also must love one another” (1 John. 4:11) 
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Thoughts from Our Spiritual Director 

The season is officially open, Religious Education has started, we had our first 
Pancake Breakfast and Spaghetti Supper. Our first Business meeting and Social was a 
success. Thank you to the Knights and Ladies who worked so diligently putting these 
on. All things work together for good, because God works and we work. 
Cooperation. We are needed. We are needed to work with God. God works, but He 
needs our minds, our hearts, our faith to do His work with him. All things do work 
together for good, because God works and we work with Him. Sometimes we find 
ourselves thinking and perhaps even saying, “I’ll just let God do this.” Now if we 
mean we are going to sit down, fold our hands, and do nothing, then probably 
nothing will get done. All things do work together, if we work together, and let God 
guide us in doing our part. Today let our prayer be, “God, here I am. Use me.” Then 
truly all things work together for good, because God works and we work with Him. 

Peace, HIS 
Deacon Bob Godlewsky 

 
 

Brother Knights, Hurricane Florence has devastated the U.S. Southeast Coast ! 
 
In response to an appeal from the National Headquarters of the Knights of Columbus, 
Grand Knight, Don Kasson has authorized our Council to send a $200-dollar 
donation and calls upon all the members of our Council to in turn to send whatever  
contribution they can to aid our Brother Knights who are working in the hurricane 
ravaged and flooded areas of the South Eastern United States. Along with this 
financial aid your prayers for the victims and relief workers is deeply appreciated.   
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FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER 
 

 
 

Brothers & Ladies, 
 

We start this Fraternal Year 2018-2019 with prayers for our new Council, Assembly 
and Auxiliary Leadership. An installation ceremony was held Monday evening 
September 24th for Council and Auxiliary officers. For the remainder of this year 
their successful leadership and example will require our prayerful support and will be 
measured in terms of our willingness as members to respond to their call to serve one 
another, our families, our Church and our Community. Please pray for our leaders 
listed below: 
 

   Lord we ask you for your grace and blessings on them throughout this year.    
 

★ Council 7672   
Donald Kasson, Grand Knight  
Stephen Aynes, Dep. Grand Knight  
Michael DiPiazza, Chancellor 
Hans Picinich, Advocate 
Matthew Egan, Warden 
Anthony LaBay, Treasurer 

 

Ron Kacprowicz, Recorder 
Joseph Gallagher, Outside Guard 
Bruce McDonald, Inside Guard 
Joseph Pizzuto, 3 Year Trustee 
Charles Kahler, 2-Year Trustee 
Donald Shirk, 1-Year Trustee

★ Assembly 2782 
Joe Pizzuto, Faithful Navigator   
Don Kasson, Comptroller  
Bob Ryan, Captain   
Dave Sants, Admiral  
Leon Reser, Purser  
Anthony Labay, Pilot  

Ron Kacprowicz, Scribe  
Jim Powell, Inside Century   
John Silver, One Year Trustee   
Gil Ulrich, Two Year Trustee  
Don Shirk , Three Year Trustee   

 

★ Ladies Auxiliary  
Virginia Aynes, President 
Kathy Mrasak, Vice President 
Trudi Ryan, Secretary 
Margaret Bauer, Treasurer 

Jo Kahler, Trustee 
Mary Pizzut, Trustee 
Jeanne O’Rourke, Trustee 

 

We also continue to pray for: 
 
      • Our, deceased, ailing and ageing brothers, sisters and their families. 
•  Especially for those who are suffering the challenges of loss, or disability. 
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Meditative Writings on our Patron   
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
The Burning Passion of St. Francis of Assisi 

BY BRIAN KRANICK  (EXCERPT NO.2) 
 
As with many young people, especially those coming from a wealthy family, Francis in 
his youth was given to follow the vanities of life.  Tradition holds that he loved wine, food, 
and feasts, and lived a life of indulgence.  The lyric poems of troubadours and wandering 
minstrels also held sway over his imagination.  
 
Perhaps they sparked his daydreams of becoming a gallant knight, fighting chivalrously in 
a far-off crusade.  In fact, it was not long before the high-minded youth was caught up in a 
skirmish in 1202 against the nearby rival city of Perugia.  In the battle the young Francis 
was wounded and taken captive.  He was held in prison for a year, during which time he 
developed a long and protracted illness.  Eventually, after his release and his continuing 
maladies, his thoughts began to turn away from knightly adventures and worldly desires.   
He then began to spend long hours in intense prayer, religious exercises, and in the 
contemplation of God.  This was his first conversion.  
 

(Look for excerpt No.3  in the November Compass) 
 

v    v    v 
 

 

Brian Kranick. Excerpt taken from “The Burning Passion of St. Francis of Assisi” The 
author is a freelance writer focusing on all things Catholic. In addition to other studies, he 
has a master's degree in Systematic Theology from Christendom College.  He has spent 
years working as an analyst in the Intelligence Community, and currently resides with his 
wife and three children in the Pacific Northwest.  He is the author of the 
blog: sacramentallife.com. 
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Message from the President: 
 
 
 

The Ladies’ Auxiliary had a wonderful month. Members were eager to get back to 
the business of helping the Knights, charitable organizations, and each other.  
 

The first pancake breakfast and spaghetti dinner were successful.  All who attended 
these events enjoyed a delicious meal cooked by our Knights and served by the 
ladies.   Our next pancake breakfast and spaghetti dinner will be on October 14th and 
October 23rd respectively.  
 

Also, coming up on October 6th at noon, we have The Blessing of the Animals and 
ice cream social at The Suncoast Humane Society on San Casa Drive. Attendees are 
asked to bring donations for the cats and dogs in the shelter. In addition, the Knights 
have asked us to help with their supply drive for Hospice by bringing needed items to 
the October meeting.  
 

The Installation of Officers ceremony was beautiful.  It was an absolute honor and 
privilege to be sworn in as your president.  I am grateful for the opportunity to serve 
as president of The Ladies’ Auxiliary. With the grace of God and cooperation of our 
members, I know we will continue to accomplish our goals. I, along with the board 
and all the ladies, will devote our time and talents to the obligations of our posts.  
I am looking forward to a fantastic year with . . . Catholic Women Led by the Spirit. 
 

 
           Virginia Aynes, President 
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★ Important upcoming events for our Assembly and Council to be announced for ★ 
October and November. Watch your email for  “Blast” announcements from  

Brother Steve Aynes. Deputy Grand Knight 
  

 

News from September:  
 

2018 School Supplies Drive - Englewood Sun September 28th, 2018 
Providing school supplies for the 
needier children at Englewood 
Elementary school has been an ongoing 
project for the Knights of Columbus 
Council 7672, St. Francis of Assisi 
Church.  On September 14th the Knights 
donated over $300 worth of supplies to 
the school to help satisfy this need. This 
is just one of the many local charities to 
benefit from the proceeds of monthly 
Pancake Breakfasts, Spaghetti Dinners, 
and many other fundraiser events held 
throughout the year. Watch for 
announcements of these events in future 
issues of the Englewood Sun! 
 

From left to right in the photo are Sir Knight Bob Ryan, Grand Knight Don Kasson, 
Englewood Elementary School Principal Mark Grossenbacher, Past Grand Knight Joe 
Pizzuto, Mary Pizzuto Trustee KC Ladies Auxiliary. 
 

A Special “Holy Day and a Holiday”: 
This month we celebrate two important personages in the lives of Knights of Columbus and 
our Church. Thursday, October 4th is the Feast Day of St. Francis of Assisi our church 
patron saint. and Monday, October 8th is Columbus Day. Using an internet,  search on 
“Columbus Holiday”, or “Christopher Columbus” will give you a treasure trove of 
information on our organization’s namesake.   
 

Suggestion: On October 8th, search out and read an article on  
Christopher Columbus and read it with your family. 

  
The PATRIOT 

Newsletter of 4th Degree Assembly 2782 
Meetings are on the 1st Monday of the month 

7:00 p.m. in the Church Hall 
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Looking Ahead to November:  
 

 

2018 Annual Blessing of the Animals 
 

On Saturday October 6th from Noon until 1 o’clock at the 
Suncoast Humane Society Animal Shelter on San Casa road in 
Englewood our Knights of Columbus sponsored an event for 
community members and their pets. Following a prayer service 
where blessings were called down upon our beloved companions, 
and a special medal was distributed to all pet owners by our Knights 
of Council 7672, from St Francis of Assisi Church. Then all the 
creatures present “great and small” shared an ice cream treat. Based 
on our observation of the many smiles, wags and wiggles, it appears 

to have been a great day for both animals and animal lovers alike. Donations for the 
Suncoast Humane Society were gratefully accepted. (See Pictures on Pg. XXX) 
 

 
8th Annual Veterans Day Mass and Ceremonials  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   
 
This November 11th 2018, at the request of our 
Bishop, Frank Dewane. the Knights of 
Columbus of the Diocese of Venice are 
organizing and sponsoring the event to be held 
at the National Cemetery located off Rte. 75 
East of Sarasota. Once again this  year Watch 
for additional details from our Council and 
Assembly. We do certainly encourage all 
members of the order to attend this solemn 
occasion with their families. 
 

 
HOSPICE - Call to Action: At our Council meeting this Monday October 8th, we 
will have our annual drive for Hospice Care, in the name of the Sheila Mclaughlin 
Relief Fund. The following items are needed and would be greatly appreciated:  
 	
q Hair & Body Lotion  
q Bar Soap  
q Mouth Wash  
q Throat Lozenges  
q Toilet Paper  
q Paper Towels  

q Baby Wipes  
q Alcohol Wipes  
q Peroxide  
q Rubbing  Alcohol  
q Band Aids  
q Adult Diapers 
 

q Regular Underwear  
q Regular Stockings  
q Compression Stockings 
q Bath Towels  
q Hand Towels 
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SUGAR BOWL – Show of Shows – Coming November 25th  

Support Our Biggest Charity of the Year for the Knights of Columbus 
Get your Tickets Today Contact: 

www.veniceperformingartscenter.com 
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                  Knight’s Notes . . Highlights . . and . . News 
 
 

Here are some tidbits of info on what has happened, is happening, and what is to come. 
 

v In recent months we have had two of our members achieve a new Degree in the 
Order. Look for enhanced coverage of Brother Dominick Stabile and Brother Jim 
Parent in a future Compass issue . 

v Knights of Columbus Spaghetti Dinner slated Tuesday, 
October 23rd at the Church Hall. Join us for a wonderful meal of 
pasta, meatballs, sausage, garlic bread, salad desert and beverage, all 
for only $10. (Children 12 and under eat free).  ** Special Note: The 
Religious Education students of St. Francis of Assisi and their families 
attending will eat a free dinner complements of the Knights of Columbus and Church. 
Tickets are available at the door; tables for large parties can be reserved 
by texting 609-703-1332.  See you there!  
v A reminder to all of our Knights and Ladies, that proceeds from Council 7672 
activities throughout the year are used to support many local agencies and charities. A 
list is agencies for the past fraternal year can be found on pg. 5 the Aug. Compass.   

v The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops on its website which you can 
find at www.usccb.org/pray issues a “Call to Prayer for Life, Marriage and Religious 
Liberty” to those who wish to subscribe. Each week a subscription will bring you a 
brief message and a call to prayer on these important issues. 

v  Attention Knights! St. Francis of Assisi Parish 
Women’s Guild is holding its biannual “Thrifty 
Treasures and Boutique” sale over three days Oct 25th 
through 27th in the Church Hall. AND. . they REALLY 
need our help on Oct.24th and 25th from 9AM to 3PM 
each day to assist with the expected high volume 
“Drop-Off” of donations at the Hall. Please plan on 
spending 2-3 hours assisting with this preparation for the sale. Call a Brother Knight 
and come as a team. Thanks.  

v  A Special Thanks. Our Council 7672 and its members extend our gratitude to 
our Pastor, Fr. York for his support projects, including “Family of the Month”, 
“Consecration to the Holy Family”, our Pancake Breakfasts and Spaghetti suppers and 
others. Thank you Father.  
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Family Matters: There are currently three programs 
underway that focus on Family Life and that are geared to 
supporting and promoting family life. 
 

1 On the weekend masses of October 6-7 Respect for Human 
Life Sunday, you will hopefully be returning your envelope that 
you received the prior weekend to support the “Dollars for Babies” 

Campaign.  
 
 

2 Inaugural use of the beautiful new Baptismal Font 
at St. Francis of Assisi Church. This font will stand for 
many years as the place where, 
“Through the waters of baptism 
the faithful enter the life of 
Christ.” 1  
 

 1  U.S. bishops in their document 
"Built of Living Stones." Para. #67 
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Family Matters: (continued) 
 

3 “Consecration to the Holy Family” Program. 
Once a month on a specific Sunday, one family is invited to pray together during the 
following month to the Holy Family, and Consecrate themselves to Joseph, Mary and 
the Infant Jesus using the following prayer composed by the Supreme Chaplain of the 
Knights of Columbus. 
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