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THE COMPASS 
Newsletter of the Knights of Columbus  

Fr. Michael Cottrell Council 7672 
St. Francis of Assisi Parish Grove City, Florida 

November  2018 - Fall 

Grand Knight’s Report: 

As fall draws near, our Knight’s activity begins to heighten. Our programs during 
October 2018 were very active and successful. Due to our love of God and our Knights 
council; we successfully completed: 
1. Oct. 6th - Blessing of animals at Humane Society on San Casa. Chuck Kahler blessed 

46 animals and offered St. Christopher medals. Joe Pizzuto served ice cream and 
cookies to participants.

2. Oct. 6-7th - Dollars for Babies/Recruitment Drive.
3. Oct. 11th, 18th, 24th - Winn-Dixie Coats for Kids collecting $750 for our kids. 

Thanks Joe for your efforts to make this an outstanding event.
4. Oct. 14th - Pancake breakfast where we introduced a very successful sausage gravy 

with biscuits. Thanks to our kitchen staff and clean-up crew for their incredible 
efforts.

5. Oct. 23rd - We donated $200 in School supplies to Vineland Elementary School.
6. Oct. 23rd - Spaghetti supper for religious education. We served 246 meals. Our 

special thanks go to Mike Dipiazza for his cooking skill and our Knights for their 
efforts to make this one a very successful event!

7. Oct. 23rd - American Legion - Quarter Auction 

v There has been a schedule change requested by Father York and the Outreach
administration. The planned grocery collection has been changed from November
2018 to March 9th and 10th and March 16th and 17th 2019. Please change your
schedules accordingly.

Continued Pg. 2 
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Grand Knight’s Report: continued . . . 
 
v Brothers, it’s extremely critical that each Knight maintain their volunteer hours. 

Please remember to sign-in for your volunteer hours at each event. Those hours 
include not just Knight projects; any volunteering you may do such as Outreach, 
Hospice, Veterans home, Pregnancy center; any hours spent in service to our parish 
or community.  Ed Wilson must submit to our supreme master our hours of 
contribution for the year. In the past, we had to guess but know it is way below the 
actual time. Let’s show them just how much we do contribute because we are very 
generous contributors to our parish and community! (See form for printing and use 
for two months per sheet on pg. 13).  

v The Fourth Degree exemplification will be conducted in Orlando over the 
Thanksgiving holiday. For those wishing to participate, here is the web URL link to 
the Fourth Degree website. https://www.floridakofcfourth.org/events. If planning to 
attend, here is the important  information for the 4th Degree Exemplification. It  will  
be  held  at  The  Rosen  Plaza  Hotel,  9700  International  Drive,  Orlando,  Florida  
32819  on  November  24th  2018 .    The  room  rate  for  this  Exemplification  is  
$106.00  plus  tax (per  night).  You can call (800) 627-8258 or (407) 996-9700 for 
reservations.  The deadline for hotel reservations is November 1st 2018.  

v Let us take a moment to renew our Knight’s four Core Principles: 

Charity – Our Catholic faith teaches us to “Love thy neighbor as thyself.” Members of 
the Knights of Columbus show love for their neighbors by conducting food drives 
and donating the food to local soup kitchens and food pantries, by volunteering at 
Special Olympics, and by supporting, both spiritually and materially, mothers who 
choose life for their babies. Knights recognize that our mission, and our faith in 
God, compels us to action. There is no better way to experience love and 
compassion than by helping those in need, a call we answer every day.   

Unity – None of us is as good as all of us. Members of the Knights of Columbus all 
know that  together we can accomplish far more than any of us could individually. 
So, we stick together…we support one another. That doesn’t mean that we always 
agree or that there is never a difference of opinion. It does mean that – as a Knight 
of Columbus – you can count on the support and encouragement of your brother 
Knights as you work to make life better in your parish and community.  

Fraternity – Venerable Michael J. McGivney founded the Knights of Columbus, in 
large part, to provide assistance to the widows and children left behind when the 
family bread-winner died, often prematurely. The Order’s top-rated insurance 
program continues to do this today, as do the good works of individual Knights, 
who gave more than 75.6 million service hours in 2017, illustrating how Catholics 
serve each other in fraternity and mercy. . . . continued pg. 3.  
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Patriotism – Members of the Knights of Columbus, be they Americans, Canadians, 
Mexicans, Cubans, Filipinos, Poles, or Dominicans, are patriotic citizens. We are 
proud of our devotion to God and country, and believe in standing up for both. 
Whether it’s in public or private, the Knights remind the world that Catholics 
support their nations and are amongst the greatest citizens. 

 
Vivat Jesus 
Sir Knight Donald Kasson 
Grand Knight 
 

 
 
 

     Supreme Chaplain Monthly Challenge. 
          from Archbishop William E. Lori 
Jesus said to his disciples, “In those days after 
that tribulation the sun will be darkened … and 
the powers in the heavens will be shaken. But 
of that day or hour, no one knows, neither the 
angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
Father.” — Gospel for Nov. 18, Mk. 13:24, 32 
  
There’s an old country Gospel song with a 
catchy refrain that asks this question: “What 
would you do if Jesus came to spend the day 

with you?” As Advent quickly approaches, the Church invites us to ponder this 
question - and prepare our hearts and souls accordingly.  
 
We frantically prepare for Christmas, buying gifts and decorating our homes. But 
will we prepare our soul with the same sense of urgency, purpose, and care? Advent 
is a sobering time of reflection on the second coming of Jesus. “What would you do 
if Jesus came to spend the day with you?” Soon he will. May we meet him with open 
arms and pure hearts. 
 
This month’s challenge:  
 
This month, recalling that we do not know the “day or the hour,” I challenge you to 
go confession, and make a commitment to go monthly thereafter as a means of 
maintaining vigilant care over your soul. Secondly, I challenge you in the coming 
month to forgive someone who has hurt you in some way. 
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Message from the President : 
November is a month for remembrance and thankfulness.  As we begin this busy month, 
let us pause to remember all who have gone before us and to be thankful for the many 
blessings in our lives.   
On November 2, 2018, we gathered for the Celebration of Mass at 6:30PM to honor the 
beloved members of our council who have passed.  After mass, a memorial service and 
reception were held the church hall to pay tribute to our deceased members, who 
contributed so much to our association.  
On Veteran’s Day, November 11, we will remember the many men and women who have 
served in the armed forces of our country at a mass held at the Sarasota National 
Cemetery.   All are encouraged to attend and join the Knights, Ladies, and their families 
for both the service and a meal afterwards. The Knights would like to provide items to the 
Veterans who reside in The Veteran’s Village in Punta Gorda. They are collecting much-
needed gifts for these Veterans and have asked the women to join them in their efforts. 
Please bring donations to the November 12, 2018 meeting. 
November is also a time to be Thankful for the many blessings we have in our lives and 
share a little if we are able to.  The Ladies’ Auxiliary is gathering items to make five 
Thanksgiving Day Baskets that will contain everything a family needs for a holiday feast. 
Families with school age children will be the recipients of these dinners.  Members have 
signed up to bring in items, but there is room in the gift boxes for extra nonperishable 
food or household item.  Any perishable items should be brought to the church at 1:00 pm 
on November 20th.  Families will begin picking up their baskets at 2:00 pm. I can hardly 
wait to see the joy on the faces of those we are blessing.   
During this month remember, We are Catholic Women Led by The Spirit who have 
committed to serve God, our country, and each other.  When we put our faith into action 
and work together to help our Knights and community, we can achieve our collective 
mission and make the world a more compassionate place to live. Wishing each one of you 
a magical Thanksgiving. Remember, there is ALWAYS something for which to be 
thankful. 
Sincerely, Virginia Aynes, President 
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Meditative Writings on our Patron 

The Burning Passion of St. Francis of Assisi 
BY BRIAN KRANICK  (EXCERPT NO.3) 

 
It was in this period that Francis had a miraculous 
encounter with a leper.  He had discerned in prayer 
that God wished him to deny himself and conquer 
his self-will.  To this end, his conscience was 
tugging at him about his strong aversion and 
disgust of lepers.   
 

One day, tradition has it that while he was riding 
through the countryside, he came upon a 
leper.  Recalling his resolution, he approached the 
afflicted person, gave him some alms, and kissed 
his diseased hand.   
  

Upon remounting his horse, he turned to look back 
at the person, but no one was there.  From this 
point on, Francis began to visit and minister to 
lepers in hospitals and other undesirable places, 
washing their sores, kissing them, and eating with 
them.  With this, he began his process of 
detachment from himself. 
 

(Look for excerpt No.4  in the December Compass) 
 

 
 

 

 

Author: Brian Kranick. Excerpt taken from “The Burning Passion of St. Francis of Assisi” 
Brian is a freelance writer focusing on all things Catholic. In addition to other studies, he 
has a master's degree in Systematic Theology from Christendom College.  He has spent 
years working as an analyst in the Intelligence Community, and currently resides with his 
wife and three children in the Pacific Northwest.  See his blog at: sacramentallife.com.  
 

See the entire article in “Catholic Exchange October 4, 2016 go to 
https://catholicexchange.com/burning-passion-st-francis-assisi 

 
 

v    v    v 
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Devastation Once again. . . 
 Hurricane Michael has devastated the U.S.  

Northwest Florida Panhandle and Neighboring States! 
 

In response to an appeal from the National Headquarters of the Knights of Columbus, 
Council 7672 has authorized a $250. donation and calls upon all the members of our 
Council to in turn to send whatever  contribution they can to aid our Brother Knights 
who live and are working in the hurricane ravaged and areas of North Florida, the 
Panhandle and several South Eastern United States. Along with this financial aid 
your prayers for the victims and relief workers is deeply appreciated.   
  
Mexico Beach before Michael:                            Mexico Beach after Michael: 

 
 
 

Dear Brother Knight, 
 
  

   Hurricane Michael made landfall as 
the fourth strongest hurricane ever to hit 
the U.S. It left a path of devastation in 
Florida, Georgia, Alabama and the 
Carolinas that will take years to rebuild. 
   But before the rebuild can begin, relief 
is needed. Many have stepped forward in 
making a gift in response to our last 
email, but the need is still great. 

With your help, we will provide the 
affected individuals and families the 

relief they desperately need. Your 
donation will allow us to continue 
working with local brother Knights and 
relief groups throughout the affected 
area to reach as many people in need as 
possible. 
   And with  100 percent of your 
donation going directly to relief 
efforts, you know your gift will make a 
big difference.   
 

U
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From our Spiritual Advisor 

Deacon Bob Godlewsky 

Meditation for the Month of All Souls: 
 

All of us believe in life after death. When those we love die we don’t believe that’s the end for 
them, but the beginning of another life, a better life, a life with Jesus Christ and all his saints in 
heaven.  
 
We also understand that perfection just might not be reached by all of us before we die. During 
our lifetime on earth the Holy Spirit does the best he can with the amount of cooperation we 
give him to form us into another Christ. But we still might have a way to go before his job is 
complete. And so, we might have to spend awhile in an anteroom, a waiting room, so to speak, 
where the Holy Spirit can complete us. The Catholic Church has a name for that room - we call 
it “PURGATORY!”  
 
If you’ve ever waited in a doctor’s office, and given our average age I know many of us have 
done so, you’ve already had a small taste of what purgatory may be like. Sitting in the doctor’s 
waiting room, we are there for one thing. . .  to see the Doctor. Magazines grow old real fast, 
and no matter how interesting the conversations of other patients may be, listening to them 
quickly grows old.  
 
This month we’re reminded by the Church that we can help deceased family and friends who 
find themselves in “heaven’s waiting room” yearning to see God. We are taught that if we pray 
for them, we can speed them along in some mysterious way out of there and into heaven, to 
come face to face with God. By our prayers and good works done in their name we can help 
them shorten their stay in purgatory. We sure wouldn’t want them to have to wait a moment 
longer than necessary before coming face to face with their Creator and experiencing 
everlasting happiness and peace. 
  
It’s the Will of God that we assist him in everything, or at least most everything that concerns 
the world we live in. He wants to continue his creative plan within and through us. This month 
we’re asked to pray and offer Mass for our deceased brothers and sisters so they can become 
perfected and enter heaven. We cannot see them, touch them, or help them in any other way. 
Only the power of God’s love in us and in our willingness to pray for them can we help them at 
all. We become more closely united with the departed when we lovingly pray. Those prayers 
will help them become more perfect and should also help us as well.  
 
Never let a day go by without at least one Hail Mary for the departed. And say another one that 
someone will pray for you when you’re gone. Let’s pray today and every day for the souls in 
purgatory. Someday they might return the favor when we find ourselves sitting in that same 
heavenly waiting room, yearning with all our being to finally come face to face with God 
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For the Good of the Order   
November 2018         

Brothers & Sisters, 

This month we celebrate the Feast of 
All Souls. At this time, we turn our 
minds and hearts to those who are sick 
or ailing and those who have left this 
life to move on to their eternal reward 
in the sight of God.  

Please pray for . . .  
Our Faithful Navigator Joe Pizzuto, 
Mike Occhicone, Ann Reser, Don 
Striplin, Peggy Ulrich, Lee Reser's son 
and granddaughter, Joe Valley, and 
Dan Nuzzi. 
And keep in your prayers, the repose 
of the soul of Allen Lehn, a Fourth 
Degree Brother who died recently. His 
son Jim reported that one of Allen’s 
favorite memories was the Fourth 
Degree Exemplification Ceremony. 

And please pray for all husbands, 
wives and family members who are 
taking care of their sick loved ones. 

   Lord we ask you for your grace and blessings on them throughout this year. 

We also continue to pray for: 

• Our, deceased, ailing and aging brothers, sisters and their families. 
• Especially for those who are suffering the challenges of loss, or disability.
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                 To: 
             Our November Brother Knight’s 
 

Jim Brantner 

Hugh Brotherton 

Patrick Canning 

Phillip Cousino 

Angelo Favara 

 

 

Joseph Kuczynski 

 Rev. Peter McEntire 

 John Salah 

 Dominick Stabile 

 Kenneth Swain 

 Jan Turzanski 

 Edward Wilson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Culture of Life Campaign – Once again this year we have been asked by the 
Florida State Council to contribute to the Knight’s Celebration of Life program. 
Recently you received a mailing containing 60 
multi-colored name labels plus 20 envelope seals  
and a special gift of a 3 x 5 heavy duty magnet. 
These are wonderful heavy-duty labels. Please 
return your offering in the enclosed envelope. We 
sincerely appreciate your financial support for this 
worthy campaign. Chuck Kahler, Past Grand Knight 
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Message from your Faithful Navigator 
Brother Sir Knights, thank you for electing me to serve as your Faithful Navigator . I 
am confident that we will continue to grow our membership and pursue our mission to 
promote patriotism guided by our Catholic Values. I would like to extend my sincere 
gratitude to our past Faithful Navigator Dave Sants. With his help and the love of the 
church and this Assembly we cannot fail. God bless you and your family thank you.     
Joe Pizzuto Faithful Navigator  
Father Sebastian Loncar Assembly 2782 

News, Reports & Announcements &  Activities coming up. 

Exciting Announcement # 1: Your council leadership is busy working on a 
New & Improved Knights of Columbus Web Site. More information will appear 

in future Compass issues. We are very excited to begin using the many anticipated 
features including inclusion of photographic coverage of many events and a new way 
to recruit new members, transferees, and returnees to our Council. Keep watching for a 
future release. 

Exciting Announcement # 2: Your council leadership is implementing a 
new calendar system. This trial release appears in this issue on pages  14 - 15 . 

Sun. November 11th Knights Pancake Breakfast – 8:30 to 11:30am at the 
parish center. 

 The PATRIOT 
Newsletter of 4th Degree Assembly 2782 

Meetings are on the 1st Monday of the month 
7:00 p.m. in the Church Hall 
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Sun. November 11th Veterans Mass - Sarasota National Cemetery – All 
Knights and their families are invited to come. Mass and ceremony from 2:30 to 
4:00pm. 4th Degree Knights wishing to attend in regalia should go to the 

Changing tent no later than 2:00pm to robe for the event.  

On Meeting night, Mon. November 12th A collection for our Disabled 
Veterans will take place. Please bring some personal toiletry items at our 
meeting Nov. 12th for our ongoing ministry to our veterans in Punta Gorda. Sir 

Knight Gil Ulrich says these veterans need “anything you would find in the 
bathroom”. So, plan to bring shaving supplies, toilet paper, paper towels, bar soap, 
mouthwash and hair and body lotion. Your generosity is greatly appreciated by our 
veterans. 

November 25th Sugar Bowl – 
Show of Shows! Final Call 
Tickets are going fast. So go 

on-line to the following email 
address to check availability, www. 
veniceperformingartscenter.com 
and reserve your seats for a great 
show – A Tribute to the Beach 
Boys. (see advertisement poster at 
right.) Plan to come and support our 
Biggest Charity of the Year for our 
Knights of Columbus. The proceeds 
in the Sugar Bowl Fund meet the 
needs of our community working 
through our local Catholic Charities 
throughout our service area.  
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. . . Planning for Future events. 
Knights are looking ahead to programs in December that will require volunteer time 
and effort to achieve success.  

v Advent Lessons & Carols – 6:30 to 10:30pm on Wednesday December 12th.
This parish program being led by Nadine Goodrich, St. Francis of Assisi Director for
Liturgy and Choir promises to be a joyous event for our parish during the Advent
Season. The program will bring together voices from several congregations, bell choir.
Our Council has been asked to usher and greet at this event. Plan to sign up.

v Tootsie Roll Program – To date we have agreed on the
dates for this event. Once again Publix at Merchant’s Crossing has
scheduled us to have access to their shoppers on January 31st, and
February 1st and 2nd, 2019. As we draw closer to this coming
year’s event. Sir Knight Gil Ulrich will be “passing among you”
with the service hours Sign Up Sheet. This event is a key source of
our fundraising which allows us each year to support a wonderful

array of programs run by area agencies. We need all Council members to answer the 
call. Ho, Ho, Ho! 

. . . Holiday Planning for December. . . Advanced Notice 
Annual Parish Christmas Raffle Watch your mailbox for the mailing 
conducted by the Parish Women’s Guild. Please support our sister organization and 
help fund their annual ministry program. Five winners will receive a $200 gift card. 
Be sure to buy your tickets which will arrive in the mail. Please return your Payment 
as requested.  

St. Francis Catholic Church and the Knights of Columbus 
Holiday Christmas Dinner Dance Sat. Dec 1st 2018  

Be sure to watch for the announcement that tickets are available for our Annual 
Christmas Dinner Dance co-sponsored by Council 7672 and St. Francis of Assisi 
Church. An evening of Music, Dancing and great food promise a grand time for all in 
attendance. Plan to kick off the Month of Christmas at this joyous event!  
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★  ★  ★ Notice from the Worthy Financial Secretary: ★  ★  ★ 
 

Each year our Council must submit an accounting of our fraternal activity. The form 
below is a reduced sample of the actual form for Individual Knights to use for 
reporting the number of hours of community service. Each page has space for two 
month’s reporting. Copies will be available at our next Council meeting where you 
will receive instructions on how to use the form and when to submit it to the Financial 
Secretary.      (Reduced size sample Copy below is not for actual use). 
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