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              THE COMPASS 

Newsletter of the Knights of Columbus 
Fr. Michael Cottrell Council 7672 of St. Francis of Assisi Parish Grove City, Florida 

 

AUGUST  2019 
  

 
The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary - Celebrated on August 15th 

 
On the first of November 1950, in the Apostolic Constitution Munificentissimus Deus 
Pope Pius XII declared the Assumption of Mary as a dogma: 
 
 “By the authority of our Lord Jesus Christ, of the Blessed Apostles Peter 
and Paul, and by our own authority, we pronounce, declare, and define it to 
be a divinely revealed dogma: that the Immaculate Mother of God, the ever 
Virgin Mary, having completed the course of her earthly life, was assumed 
body and soul into heavenly glory”.  
    

Pope Pius XII                                    
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Supreme Chaplain : Archbishop Willian E. Lori: 

Monthly Challenge - August 2019 
“Gird your loins and light your lamps and be like servants 
who await their master’s return from a wedding, ready to 
open immediately when he comes and knocks. Blessed are 
those servants whom the master finds vigilant on his 
arrival.” (Gospel for Aug. 11, Lk 12:35-37) 
Semper Paratus — Latin for “always ready” — is the motto of the U.S. Coast Guard, but 
it also could serve as a motto for you and me in the Christian life. In this Gospel 
passage, Jesus calls us to constant vigilance. My brothers, whether it’s day or night, we 
cannot allow our perimeter to be breached by any of the powerful temptations to anger, 
possessions, lust or other sins. Tomorrow is not guaranteed to any of us. You and I can 
recall someone whose sudden death reminds us that we do not know when we will be 
called to account. May our master find us vigilant on his arrival! 

Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori: 
This month, I challenge you to exercise daily vigilance through the time-tested practice 
of a simple examination of conscience at the end of each day before going to bed. I also 
challenge you to watch with vigilance with your council through the Faith in Action Holy 
Hour program, or by spending some time in eucharistic adoration on your own. 

    

 

Happy August Birthday . . .  to our . . . Brother Knights ! 

 

 
Larry Ambrose 
Gerald Balaszek 
Joseph Ballard 
Michael Cofield 
Frank Cotty 
Dale Duxbury 
Joseph Gallagher 
Richard Gullotta 

             
 

 
John Lima 
James Newkirk 
Daniel Nuzzi 
George Thivierge 
Gilbert Ulrich 
Donald Westerfield 
Edward Ziots 
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The Patriot 

4th Degree Assembly 2782

 
FRATERNAL YEAR 2019-2020: 

4th Degree Assembly Election Results 
 
We are pleased to announce that during our June 10th, 2019 council meeting the membership 
elected the following officers for our coming fraternal year: 
 

    Faithful Navigator .............. Joseph Pizzuto 
       Admiral .............................. Robert Ryan   
 Captain ............................... Charles Kahler  
 Pilot .................................... Anthony Labay 
        Purser ................................. Leon Reser 
     Comptroller  ..................... Don Kasson 
       Scribe ................................. Ron Kacprowicz 
      One Year Trustee ............... Albert Desalis 
 Two Year Trustee ............... Donald Shirk 
       Three Year Trustee  ............ Gilbert Ulrich 
       Inside Sentinel .................... James Parent   
 Outside Sentinel ................. Stephen Aynes 
 Spiritual Director ................ Rev. Mr. Bob Godlewsky 
 

           
A True, Personal Patriotic Story: “A Special Thank You to a Veteran”. 
 
I often stop to shop in our local “big box” store for hardware and tools. One day recently 
as I stood at the check- out, and pulled my Retired Service Military ID (Blue) card out 
because that store has a policy to honor Vets with a cash discount on purchases. As I did 
this I heard a voice behind me say “Thank you for your service”, as I turned to respond 
an elderly, white haired lady reached out and handed me a little clear plastic pressure 
sealed envelope with an embroidered white star and a card inside. (see picture below 
with my own US Flag sew on patch). She thanked me again and asked me to read the 
card and keep this with me always. I thanked her and when I got to my car, I opened the 
envelope and read the card. The card read as follows: 

- Continued on Page 4 - 
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“I am a part of our “American Flag”. I have flown 
over a home in the U.S.A. I can no longer fly. The 
sun and winds have caused me to become tattered 
and torn. Please carry me as a reminder that YOU 
are not forgotten.” 
 
What can I say, I was very touched and have carried 
the White Star with me to this day. Many of you, my 
fellow Knights, are veterans and I hope that this little 
lady taps each of you on the shoulder one day soon. 
Remember, YOU are never forgotten.  

 
by: A Brother Knight and Retired Veteran 

 
 
  
  Announcements from . . . . Charles Kahler, Assembly Admiral 
 

New Meeting Date for Council Officer and 4th Degree Assembly  
 

You should have received an email blast that our September meeting for Council 7672 
Officers would take place on Monday August 26th at 6:00 PM followed at 7:30 PM by a 
meeting of the Sir Knights of our 4th Degree Assembly 2782. These changes were 
necessitated by Labor Day falling on Monday September 2nd.  
 

Labor Day Parade - Float Decorating and Parade Participation  
 

We need helpers on Sunday, Sept. 1st at 1:00 PM to decorate our float. Knights and Ladies 
are welcome and encouraged to come and help. The Parade is on Monday, Sept. 2nd. Call 
Gil Ulrich at (941) 697-1212 for details and to volunteer.  
 

Schedule for Collection Drives during Social Meetings this Year. 
 

The following is a line-up of the local organizations that we will be sponsoring through 
collections at our monthly Social Meeting for the 2019 - 2020 Fraternal Year. For the next 
eight months we will be collecting requested supplies by this schedule: 
 

                                   2019 
 September  2019 Meeting -  School Supplies 
 October 2019 Meeting - - - - Hospice House 
 November 2019 Meeting - -  Veterans 
 December 2019 Meeting - -  Baby Shower 
 

                                   2020 
 January 2020 Meeting - - - - School Supplies 

 February 2020 Meeting - - -  Hospice House 
 March 2020 Meeting - - - - -  Veterans 
 April 2020 Meeting - - - - - -  Baby Shower  
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A POEM : by  HENRY WADSWORTH LONGFELLOW 

 
 

 The Sermon of St. Francis 
Up soared the lark into the air, 
A shaft of song, a wingéd prayer, 
As if a soul released from pain  
Were flying back to heaven again.  
 
St. Francis heard: it was to him 
An emblem of the Seraphim; 
The upward motion of the fire, 
The light, the heat, the heart's desire.  
 
Around Assisi's convent gate 
The birds, God's poor who cannot wait, 
From moor and mere and darksome wood 
Come flocking for their dole of food.  
 
"O brother birds," St. Francis said, 
"Ye come to me and ask for bread, 
But not with bread alone to-day 
Shall ye be fed and sent away.  
 
"Ye shall be fed, ye happy birds, 
With manna of celestial words; 
Not mine, though mine they seem to be, 
Not mine, though they be spoken through me.  
 
"Oh, doubly are ye bound to praise 
The great Creator in your lays; 
He giveth you your plumes of down, 
Your crimson hoods, your cloaks of brown.  
 
"He giveth you your wings to fly 
And breathe a purer air on high, 
And careth for you everywhere, 
Who for yourselves so little care!"  
 
With flutter of swift wings and songs 
Together rose the feathered throngs, 
And singing scattered far apart; 
Deep peace was in St. Francis' heart.  
 
He knew not if the brotherhood 
His homily had understood; 
He only knew that to one ear 
The meaning of his words was clear. 
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A Compass Volunteer Thank You 
 

The Compass is YOUR Council 7672 Newsletter. We publish it monthly for YOU 
our readers. Over the course of months we have received contributions from many 
devoted volunteers who have contributed stories or photos or who have otherwise 
helped our staff in the production and distribution of the Compass.  
 

This is our opportunity to extend our gratitude to several of them. 
Our special thanks goes out to : 

 
★  Deacon Bob Godlewsky - Spiritual Writer  
★  Mrs. Penny Fleming -  Advisory Service & Distribution Management  
★  Brother Joseph Gallagher - Editorial Writer 
★  Brother Richard Woodcroft - Photographer 
★  Sir Knight Daniel Stanton - Insurance Agent 
★  Brother Jim Brantner - Feature Writer  
 

                  S Thank You S                            
        

Welcome Our New Member 

On Wednesday evening August 
21st, our Council welcomed our 
newest member Bro. Nicholas 
Garcia (seated) as he received 
his 1st Degree. Pictured with 
Bro. Nick (1st row standing left 

to right) are Chuck Kahler, Nick Gizzi, GN Chuck De Ninno,  and Salvatore  
Massulli, (2nd row) Gil Ulrich, Jerry Balaszek, Lee Reser, Steve Aynes and Carmine 
Laterra. We thank the 1st Degree team from Ponce De Leon in Punta Gorda. 
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 Compass Column     “Finding St. Francis Followers” 
  
In the July Compass we shared with you, our readers, 
a plan to start a new series of articles where you the 
reader can write or request that we present a brief 
account of the life of a particular Franciscan Priest, 
Sister Brother or Third Order member who is  
recognized as a  saint or martyr or one who is being 
actively considered for sainthood by the Church.  
 
Perhaps this particular Franciscan is one that you 
venerate because you share their name, or because in 
their life or work they reflect some aspect of your life, 
for example teacher or nurse, or because you follow 
their example in service to those in need through your 
own financial donations or service for example, to our 
Parish Outreach program. 
 
Therefore, each month we are resolved to highlight  the  men and women who chose 
in their own lives to follow St Francis and who are now recognized saints in the 
Roman Catholic Church or who in your eyes is worthy of veneration and devotion 
for their holiness. We hope that our readers will  find these stories to be personally 
inspirational.  
 
We encourage you to email us at this address 7672CompassLine28@gmail.com. 
with your notes and requests for this column. As always, we look forward to 
hearing from you soon. The Editor 
 
Franciscan Facts: 
One question that arose during the planning of this monthly column was “How many Franciscan 
Saints and Martyrs are there? How many Compass issues would it take to do a little article on each 
one of them? Our staff research yielded the following: There appear to be 129 Franciscan saints: 
 
      Franciscan Saints - 53 (37 Men, 16 Women),  
      Franciscan Martyrs - 62 (61 Men, 1 Woman), 
      Capuchin Franciscan Saints - 14 

  
 
St. Francis inspired many holy men and women to follow him in service to Our Lord. Their stories 
should provide us with many months of inspirational reading.     The Editor 
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“Meet Our Brother Dick Woodcroft”               
 
Our brother Dick was born in 1933 in Hamilton Ontario Canada. 
He attended school there ultimately enrolling in  McMaster 
University where he studied Engineering and the Reserve Officer 
Training program for the Royal Canadian Air force as a navigator.   
 

His early work once out of college focused increasingly through 
several jobs that involved engineering. In the 60’s he began a career 
in the Paper industry where he used his experience and engineering 
expertise to work on the development of equipment for the vital 
“sheet formation” area of the paper making process on almost all 
types of paper. Having gained an expertise in design and building 

equipment he moved on to work in sales, engineering consulting, marketing and training related 
to paper production. In 1966 he became sales manager, a job where he said he “traveled to every 
paper mill in Canada”, even once touching Pacific and Atlantic waters in less than 24 hours! 
 
Dick had a wonderful family life raising three children with his first wife Bibiane and moved to 
Longmeadow MA in 1984 where he worked for a company he said was the “U.S. version” of his 
Canadian employer. In his new position he traveled not only in the U. S. but also in Europe, Asia, 
Australia, South America, literally world-wide. Unfortunately Bibiane passed in 1999 as they 
retired after 33 years in the industry 
 

Dick became a citizen of the United States in 1995. He married Marlene in 2001 
who is also Canadian by birth and is fluent in French keeping him “on his toes” 
linguistically.  

 
Dick and Marlene both love hockey and have followed the Montreal Canadians hockey team. They 
avidly follow the Stanley cup series each year. In addition and he and Marlene cheer for the New 
England Patriots and the Boston Red Sox. So they are all-around Sports Fans!  On top of that,  
Dick tells me “I have played golf for and raised golfers for 75 years”. Enough said! 
 
He has a love for photography, his main hobby, since his early twenties. He 
currently belongs to the Englewood Camera Club and has been working with 
the Knights to photograph all our members for Knight’s publications and news 
releases. He is our main “events photographer”. Check out his many photos in 
the Knight’s Page on the Parish Website and in our Compass Newsletter “He’s 
here, he’s there, he’s everywhere” these days whenever Council 7672 Knights 
are involved. 
 

It was rumored that the happy fellow in the “Clown Suit with the 
Camera” at the Parish Picnic this year was none other than our own 
Dick Woodcroft. He managed to get some great shots of people 
smiling at the picnic, too. 
 
My Brother Knights, Dick is a great guy and a wonderful friend. I 
hope that you, have the good fortune to meet and get to know Dick 
and count him as your friend as well. 


