
 

Pastor’s Comments on the Church Crucifix 

The statue of the Risen Jesus was the popular new thing after Vatican II.  Around that 
time, there was also a trend to insert the Resurrection as the last Station of the Cross. 

The risen Christ statue was put in place about 1967 or so.  I recall before that, the 
church did not have a crucifix front and center, but instead had a large statue of the 
patronal saint of the church, which was moved to the back wall of the church and 
mounted on the organ loft. I was very small when this happened. 

According to the General Instruction of the Roman Missal or GIRM, the Crucifix is 
designated above the Altar in a Catholic Church.  The Risen Jesus statue is not 
mentioned.  

The GIRM: 
 

117. The altar is to be covered with at least one white cloth.  In addition, on or next to 
the altar are placed candlesticks with lighted candles: at least two in any 
celebration, or even four or six, especially for a Sunday Mass or a Holyday of 
Obligation, or if the Diocesan Bishop celebrates, then seven candlesticks with 
lighted candles.   

 



Likewise, on the altar or above it, there is to be a cross adorned with a 
figure of Christ crucified. 

 
On the altar itself may be placed a Book of the Gospels distinct from the book of 
other readings, unless it is carried in the Entrance Procession.   
 

It is worthy to note that Jesus died on the cross and rose from the tomb Jesus did not rise from 
the Cross but from the tomb 

In the years prior to Vatican II, Catholics had very prominent crucifixes in churches, 
classrooms, their homes, and other places.  A 1970 Catholic would see a new statue in 
front of the church, and say “that’s something new - the Risen Christ” because they had 
been raised very much aware of the Crucifixion related to the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass. The Crucifix was still very much in their minds and hearts. 

In 2018, most Catholics have far less awareness of the Crucifixion as related to the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass, or as related to their own life.   The so-called Risen Christ is just a 
statue of Jesus, the ones I see I call the “floating Jesus”.    Is this Easter? The 
Transfiguration? Or the Ascension?  

How do you know it is Jesus? I am guessing most young Catholics do not know. 

In one church they replaced the traditional, realistic Stations of the Cross with painless, 
stylized, stick figures - a representation of a representation. The focus is on the artist, 
not on what happened, the price paid for us. 

There are prudent reasons, in 2018, to have a prominent Crucifix visible in the same 
view as the Altar, because they are all in relation to each other. The focus should not be 
on the congregation, on the priest’s chair, on the musician, or on any ambiguous statue. 

Signs instruct a person to follow what is displayed, and that is it, e.g. EXIT, STOP, U 
TURN, etc.  Symbols speak by itself many images already stored up in the mind of the 
beholder. e.g.: Scapular, picture of a saint, as statue of a saint, crucifix, a pen engraved 
with a verse from Bible written on it., a flag, a coin, etc.   Rituals are symbols in action. 
eg. Saluting the president, winking at a girl, saying goodbye at with waving hands, 
absolution at a confessional. Etc. 

Now the CRUCIFIX is a symbol. As we keep gazing at it, or meditating.  The most 
glorified form of Jesus while present on this blessed earth is at Crucifixion. The sum 
total of his mission can be seen reflected at the crucifix.  Jesus said, on the Cross, “It 
is accomplished.” 

Yes, the powerful message can be meditated upon by gazing at the crucifix. 
I should say there is no other better image presented at the altar. 



All these SYMBOLS if depicted AT THE ALTAR give a definite image to the altar.  
Surely, the parishioners shall be impacted by it.    

 


