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VENERABLE CONCHITA OF MEXICO (1862-1937)

Conchita as a young widow Her son Manuel

Maria Conception Cabrera de Armida (“Conchita”) was a wife and mother with children. 
Over the course of many years, Jesus prepared her to live a life of spiritual motherhood 

for priests. In the future, she will be of great importance for the universal Church.

Jesus once explained to Conchita, “There 
are souls, who through ordination receive a 
priestly anointing. However, there are ... also 
priestly souls who do not have the dignity or 
the ordination of a priest, yet have a priestly 
mission. They offer themselves united to me… 
these souls help the Church in a very power-
ful spiritual way. … You will be the mother of 
a great number of spiritual children, yet they 
will cost your heart the death of a thousand 
martyrs. 

“Bring yourself as an offering for the 
priests. Unite your offering with my offer-
ing, to obtain graces for them.” … “I want to 
come again into this world. … in my priests. 
I want to renew the world by revealing myself 
through the priests. I want to give my Church 
a powerful impulse in which I will pour out 
the Holy Spirit over my priests like a new 
Pentecost.

“The Church and the world need a new 
Pentecost, a priestly Pentecost, an interior 
Pentecost.”

As a young girl, Conchita once prayed 
before the Blessed Sacrament, “Lord, I feel 
so incapable of loving you; therefore, I want 
to marry. Give me many children so that 
they can love you more than I.” She had a 
very happy marriage, and gave birth to nine 
children—two girls and seven boys, each of 
whom she consecrated to Our Lady, “I give 
them entirely to you as your children. You 
know that I am not capable of raising them. I 
understand too little of what it means to be a 
mother. But you...you know it.” She endured 
the death of four of her children, each dying 
a holy death.

Naturally, Conchita’s spiritual mother-
hood was very apparent in one of her sons 
who became a priest. She wrote about him, 
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“Manuel was born in the same hour that Fr. 
José Camacho died. Upon hearing the news, 
I prayed to God that my son could replace 
him at the altar. … When little Manuel began 
to talk, we prayed together for the great grace 
of a vocation to the priesthood. … On the day 
of his First Holy Communion and on all the 
major solemnities, he renewed this prayer. … 
At the age of 17, he joined the Society of Je-
sus.”

Her third child, Manuel was born in 1889. 
While living in Spain, he wrote to his mother 
about his decision to become a priest. She 
wrote back to him, “Give yourself to the Lord 
with all your heart, and do not hold anything 
back! Forget about creatures and forget espe-
cially about yourself! I cannot imagine some-

one consecrated to God who is not a saint. 
One cannot give only half of oneself to God. 
Be generous with him!” 

In 1914, she met Manuel in Spain for the 
last time, because he never returned to Mexi-
co. He wrote in a letter to her, “My dear little 
mother, you have shown me the way. Fortu-
nately, I have heard from your lips since my 
earliest years the challenging and saving 
teaching of the Cross. Now I want to put it into 
practice.” His mother felt the pain of separa-
tion, “I took your letter to the tabernacle and 
told the Lord that I accept this sacrifice with 
my whole soul. The next day I was carrying 
your letter close to my heart when I received 
Holy Communion and, in this way, renewed 
my total offering to the Lord.”

“MOTHER, TEACH ME HOW TO BE A PRIEST!”
On  23 July 1922, one week before his 

ordination to the priesthood, the 33-year-old 
Manuel asked Conchita in a letter, “Mother, 
teach me how to be a priest! Tell me about the 
immeasurable joy of being able to celebrate 
Holy Mass. I put everything back into your 
hands, just as when you held me to your chest 
as a very small child, teaching me the beauti-
ful names of Jesus and Mary and introducing 
me to this mystery. I really feel like an infant 
asking for your light, your prayer and your 
sacrifice. ... As soon as I am a priest, I will 
send you my blessing, and then I will receive 
yours on my knees.”

On 31 July 1922, as Manuel was being 
ordained to the priesthood in Barcelona, Con-
chita woke up in the middle of the night so that 
she could participate spiritually in his ordina-
tion. She was overcome by the awareness, “I 
am the mother of a priest! … I can only cry 
and give thanks! I invite all of heaven to give 

thanks in my place because I am incapable of 
doing it, I who am so wretched.” Ten years 
later, she wrote to her son, “I cannot imagine 
a priest who is not Jesus, even less so in the 
Society of Jesus. I pray that your transforma-
tion into Christ, through celebrating Holy 
Mass, may help you to become Jesus day 
and night.” (17 May 1932) “What would we do 
without the Cross? Life would be unbearable 
without pain; it unites, sanctifies, purifies and 
attains grace.” (10 June 1932) Fr. Manuel died 
a holy death in 1955 at the age of 66. 

The Lord enlightened Conchita regard-
ing her apostolate, “I will entrust to you a 
different martyrdom: you will suffer what the 
priests undertake against me. You will experi-
ence and offer up their infidelity and wretch-
edness.” This spiritual motherhood for the 
sanctification of priests and the Church con-
sumed her completely. Conchita died in 1937 
at the age of 75.


