SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2018

Mission
Statement
We the people of
St. Therese Parish,
are disciples of
Jesus, led by the Holy
Spirit and made one
in our celebration of
the Eucharist.
Nourished by our faith
and with a desire to
serve others, we are
to hear the word of
God, keep it, and
share the Good News.

Masses

Saturdays | 5:30 PM
(Fulfills Sunday
Obligation)
Sundays | 10:30 AM
Weekdays & Holy Days
See schedule
inside bulletin
Monday
Recitation of the
Holy Rosary at 6:10 PM
followed by Miraculous
Medal Novena & Mass
at 6:30 PM

Confessions

Monday evenings
at 7:00 PM

Holy Communion
to the Sick
Please call the rectory

Weddings

Please contact the
parish one year prior to
the date of the wedding.
Time is necessary for
instructions, paperwork
and sacramental
preparation.

Baptisms

Please make
arrangements in advance.
Pre-Baptismal instructions
are required for parents.
Please call the rectory.

New Parishioners

Please call or stop in at
the Rectory to register. If
you move to a new
address in the parish or
out of the parish, please
notify the Rectory.

Rectory

Monday - Friday
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Bulletin Deadline
Monday | Noon
Credit Union
216-587-0631

Staff

Rev. John J. Schneider
Pastor
Rev. Norman Gajdzinski
Pastor Emeritus
Rev. Mr. Robert Bugaj
Deacon
Mrs. Nancy Heineke
Parish Catechetical
Leader & Coordinator
of Youth Ministry
Mr. Frank Kozuch
Music Director
Mrs. Linda Schiavone
Office Manager
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DECEMBER 16, 2018
MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS

Saturday, December 15
Vigil
5:30 PM
Leonard, Lillian, Robert & Thomas Bogucki
Rudy N. Guzman
Wanda M. Golias

Sunday, December 16–Third Sunday of Advent
10:00-10:30 AM Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
10:30 AM For the People of the Parish
Monday, December 17
6:30 PM
Elizabeth Alder
Deceased Members of the Golias &
Shiplett Families
Tuesday, December 18
No Mass
Wednesday, December 19
8:30 AM
Carl Chmielewski
Thursday, December 20
8:30 a.m. Clarice & Fred Kett

Friday, December 21-St. Peter Canisius
8:30 AM
Paul Kobylesky, Jr.

Collection-December 8/9
Envelopes Used: 257
Religious Retirement: $419

Collection: $8,932.00*
St. Vincent de Paul: $123

SS. P&P
St. T
SS. P&P

Saturday, December 22
Vigil
5:30 PM
Pamela Kolar
Sunday, December 23-Fourth Sunday of Advent
10:00-10:30 AM Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
10:30 AM Joanne Biegacki
Wanda M. Golias
Divine Mercy Holy Hour 2:30 p.m.
Please note that this schedule includes the weekday Masses
for both St. Therese & SS. Peter and Paul, but only the weekend
Masses of our parish.

*Figure includes the following:
Parish Only: $937
Restoration: $97
Children: $1
Altar & Flower: $66
All Saints/Souls: $70
Nov. We Share: $1,330
December Holy Days: $1,227.50
Donation in Honor of Marge Odeal: $50
Donation in Honor of Pat Gallagher: $710

Pray for the Sick :
Joshua Stebal, Elizabeth O’Donnell, Don Tews,
Laverne Griffiths, Michelle Cozens, Shirley
Zwilling, Rita Pawloski, Raymond Pavlik, Michael
Kobie, Dori Herout, Robyn Buckley, Sophie
Tessmer, Michelle Triska, Nancy Kolecki,
Charlene Fabrizo, Josephine Wojtonek, Mark
Bandini, Laura Poss, Jeff Radak, Patricia J.
McHale, Joyce Kedzierski, Jacquie Fisher, Arnold
Brantley, Patricia Kraft, Josephine Mathews,
Helen Yakubik, Brian Shamblin, Ann Duhanich,
Marion Diakant, Mary Cutler, Gregory Skuta,
Phyllis & Delmer Price, William Gonzalez,
Anthony Amato, Joe Suster, Daria Melnyc, John
Jeloveck, Sara Soltesz, Diane Wells, Mary
Decker

Our communal penance
with SS. Peter & Paul
Parish is today, Sunday,
December 16, at 3 p.m. at
St. Therese Church.

Looking Ahead to Christmas

Readings for the Week
Sunday: Zep 3:14-18a; Phil 4:4-7; Lk 3:10-18
Monday: Gn 49:2, 8-10; Mt 1:1-17
Tuesday: Jer 23:5-8; Mt 1:18-25
Wednesday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; Lk 1:5-25
Thursday: Is 7:10-14; Lk 1:26-38
Friday: Sg 2:8-14; Lk 1:39-45
Saturday: 1 Sm 1:24-28; Lk 1:46-56

Mass times will be:
Monday, December 24,
4 p.m. at SS. Peter & Paul
5:30p.m. at St. Therese
10 p.m. at St. Therese
Tuesday, December 25,
8:30 a.m. at both parishes
10:30 a.m. at both parishes

The parish office will be closed
December 25 & 26.

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Please note- during Advent:
Adoration of the blessed Sacrament will be held
1/2 hour before the 10:30 a.m. Mass on Sunday,
December 16 & Sunday, December 23.
OUR YOUNG CHURCH
PSR will meet Wed Dec 19, doors open at 5:30pm,
dismissal at 7:15 pm
Youth412 Christmas Party Sunday Dec 16 6-8pm
in the PSR school building
Church Decorating—Anyone interested is invited to
join our parish decorating committee as
they decorate the church for Christmas on
Friday, December 21, at 6:30 p.m.

ASK FATHER!
Q.

What happens to your guardian
angel when you die? Do they go on
to another person or do they stay
with you in eternity? Do you get to
see them when you die?

A.

When you die nothing happens
to your guardian angel; they remain
your guardian forever. What changes is their set of
duties. Since they no longer have to watch over
your earthly activities, they will instead assist your
purification in Purgatory and later your praise and
adoration of God in Heaven. Now, when someone
reaches Heaven they will get to meet everyone else
there, including their guardian angel. I am sure that
my guardian angels will have a very long
conversation with me.

Dinner’s On!

The Fathers are most grateful for the delicious
meals coming in to the rectory. It is
especially helpful to Fr. Odokodit
who is without the convenience of a
car. If you would like to make a meal
delivery after 3:00 pm, please call
Geri at SS. Peter and Paul, 216-4291515 to make arrangements. Breakfast and lunch
items are also greatly appreciated.
Your Prayer to Jesus
This Christmas, you are invited to write a prayer to
Infant Jesus. Create a personal, private prayer.
You may use the paper that was included in last
week’s bulletin or your own paper. Drop off your
prayer to the assigned box located near the
Manger before Mass on Christmas (Vigil or Day).
The prayers will be part of the offertory at Mass,
and will be burned after the new year.
Remember to recycle all of your holiday paper this
season—wrapping paper, packaging & boxes, holiday
catalogs, holiday cards, etc. Thank you!
Congratulations to:
Frank Kozuch and
Dolores Richardson
who won $100 in our weekend drawing for
December 8/9.
There are many drawings left. The raffle continues
until Easter. Tickets can still be purchased at the
rectory or the credit union.

Join parishioners Karen, Kathy, Virginia &
friends who have volunteered to host coffee
& donuts in the hall today (Sunday) after the
10:30 Mass! (Jack Frost Donuts!)
Oplatki
Oplatki (Christmas wafers) are available at the rectory
office for purchase. The cost is $2 for a package of
four.

Religious give thanks. “ This money is pure
gift,” writes a religious sister of the support made
possible by the Retirement Fund for Religious. “It
enables us to continue providing care for our
elderly sisters.” Your gift to last week’s collection
helps hundreds of religious communities meet
pressing retirement needs while continuing to
serve the People of God. Thank you for your
generosity!
Cook Books
We have a limited amount of cook books
remaining from our successful 90th
Anniversary Campaign.
They make
great holiday gifts and will be for sale
after Masses this weekend or at the
rectory during normal
business hours. They
are $15 each or a special value at
2 for $25. If you haven’t already
done so, now is the time to get
them, one for you & one to share.

DECEMBER 16, 2018
The next Cleveland Retrouvaille Weekend is January
25-27.
Retrouvaille is a program for troubled
marriages. For more information, call Marce or Liz
Gliha at 440-357-6580 or 1-800-470-2230 or go online
to www.helpourmarriage.org.

What Would You Ask Our
Bishop?
What would you ask Bishop
Perez if he was sitting at your
kitchen table? To be part of
Table Talk with Bishop Nelson Perez, submit your
questions
to
tabletalk@am1260therock.com
by
January 1st. The next episode of Table Talk on AM
1260 The Rock will air January 17th at 5pm and will be
re-broadcast January 19th at 1pm and January 20th at
noon. For audio archive of previous episodes, visit
www.am1260therock.com.

Pre-Cana at St. Monica Parish
This year’s pre-Cana day will take place on Saturday,
January 26. This is for all engaged couples and it’s a
day to concentrate on your marriage and put aside the
plans of your wedding day. A team of married couples
leads you in this special day as we celebrate God’s
presence in your new life together.
Please call the St. Monica parish office at 216-6628685 for more information and to register.
There will be a Divine Mercy Holy Hour on Sunday,
December 23, at 2:30 p.m. at St. Therese Church. All
are welcome.

2019 March for Life Bus Trip
1 Night Hotel Stay
Make this the year you take 2 days to take the
message to our nation’s capitol that we are a country
that supports the life of even its most vulnerable
citizens. Leave Sacred Heart of Jesus, 1545 South
Green Road in South Euclid at 7 a.m., January 17,
with a mid-afternoon arrival at Rockville, MD hotel, a
short distance from the Metro. Opportunities for
Mass and a visit to the legislature, or venture out on
your own. Ride Metro into DC on January 18, rally
and march in the afternoon. Return home after the
march for late night arrival in South Euclid. Bus fare
is $70. The rate per room is $120.75. Rooms sleep
up to 6 people.
Reservations and information:
heightsarea4life@gmail.com
or
216-932-9515.
Deadline is December 16-sign up now. If you are
unable to go yourself, consider a donation to sponsor
someone else.

Thank you to everyone who
participated in the 2018 Fall
Campaign of 40 Days for Life.
God blessed the campaign and
we know 592 babies, mothers
and families were spared from
abortion, including the 2 babies in Cleveland/
Painesville. There were 4 more abortion workers
converted and 3 more abortion facilities that closed.
Cumulatively, over the 11 years of 40 Days for Life,
there have been 15,235 babies lives spared from
abortion, 181 converted abortion workers, and 99
abortion facility closures. Praise God! We look
forward to praying with you from March 6-April 14 in
the 2019 spring campaign. God bless you and thank
you.

Know the 10 Warning Signs of Alzheimer’s
Presented by the Alzheimer’s Association
Alzheimer’s and other dementias cause memory,
thinking and behavior problems that interfere with daily
living. Join us to learn how to recognize common
signs of the disease; how to approach someone about
memory concerns; the importance of early detection
and benefits of a diagnosis; possible tests and
assessments for the diagnostic process; and
Alzheimer’s Association resources. The program will
be held at Mount Alverna Village, 6765 State Road,
Parma, on Tuesday, December 18, from 6-7 p.m.
This program is open and FREE to the community.
Seating is limited and refreshments will be provided.
Call 800-272-3900 24/7 Helpline to register.

The Week Ahead:
Sunday, December 16
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 10-10:30 a.m., C
Coffee & Donuts after the 10:30 Mass, H
Communal Penance 3 p.m., C
Youth Ministry Christmas Party 5:30 p.m., S
Tuesday, December 18
Bible Study 6:30 p.m., S
AA 8 p.m., H
Wednesday, December 19
PSR 6 p.m., S
Choir Practice 6:45 p.m., C
Thursday, December 20
Cub Scouts 6:30 p.m., S
Bingo 6:45 p.m., H
Liturgy Commission 7 p.m., R
Friday, December 21
Church Decorating 6:30 p.m., C
Cub Scout Pack 7 p.m., S

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
The Lord be with you!

In our last few discussions, we went over the general kinds of sin: mortal, venial, and material. This week
we will start examining the different species of sin by looking at the seven deadly sins. By categorizing
our sins in this way, we can better understand how and why we are failing.
Question 294. How can we know a thought, word or deed to be sinful?
Answer. We can know a thought, word or deed to be sinful if it, or the neglect of it, is forbidden by any
law of God or of His Church, or if it is opposed to any supernatural virtue.
Question 295. Which are the chief sources of sin?
Answer. The chief sources of sin are seven: Pride, Covetousness, Lust, Anger, Gluttony, Envy, and
Sloth, and they are commonly called capital sins.
My commentary.
Question 294 summarizes well how most of us will know if something is wrong. First, we can know with
complete certainty that a certain action is sinful if it has been condemned by God. God’s written word, our
Holy Scriptures, provide us with a wealth of moral teaching. Likewise, God’s unwritten word, our
Tradition, has been entrusted and promulgated by the Church for our benefit. When the Church points
out that an action is intrinsically sinful, she is warning both the faithful and those outside of the Church
that this action endangers their souls. Secondly, we can discern that an action is wrong by its opposition
to a virtue. The four cardinal virtues of temperance, courage, justice, and wisdom along with the
theological virtues of faith, hope, and love, are guides to human and divine happiness. Anything that
works against human goodness is sinful in some respect. For example, eating too much is opposed to
moderate and temperate eating.

Following the teaching of the early Church Fathers, I prefer to name eight capital or deadly sins: pride,
vainglory, greed, anger, lust, gluttony, envy, and sloth. Next week we will go over how vainglory and pride
are different sins that are often confused with one another. Today it is enough to note why these eight (or
seven) sins are called deadly or capital sins. We call them “deadly” sins to denote that they have the
potential of being serious sins whereas we call them “capital” sins to express that they are the source of
other sins. Now, not every instance of a capital sin is a serious sin or the cause of another sin. In fact, the
majority of our sins are venial. Nevertheless, any sin has the possibility of drawing us slowly away from
God if we make it a habit. What makes the seven deadly sins different is how great an impact they can
have upon us. For example, the sin of gluttony can cause the sin of lust by weakening our ability to
overcome and master our appetites.
Moral theology spends a great deal of time categorizing sins not to frighten us but to enlighten us. All of
us need to identify our good and bad habits. When we understand which sin is actually causing the other
sins, we know which virtue we need to practice more. In fact, most of us will discover that there is one
virtue that we will constantly need to practice precisely because it is contrary to our personality. By
moderating our behavior and temperament, we can configure ourselves more and more to Christ. As we
enter the final days of Advent, it is fitting for all of us to strive to be just a little more like Christ. May we
allow His sanctifying grace to come to fruition in ourselves just as Christ entered time in Bethlehem.
In Christ,
Fr. John

