SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2018

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Mission
Statement
We the people of
St. Therese Parish,
are disciples of
Jesus, led by the Holy
Spirit and made one
in our celebration of
the Eucharist.
Nourished by our faith
and with a desire to
serve others, we are
to hear the word of
God, keep it, and
share the Good News.

Masses

Saturdays | 5:30 PM
(Fulfills Sunday
Obligation)
Sundays | 10:30 AM
Weekdays & Holy Days
See schedule
inside bulletin
Monday
Recitation of the
Holy Rosary at 6:10 PM
followed by Miraculous
Medal Novena & Mass
at 6:30 PM

Confessions

Monday evenings
at 7:00 PM

Holy Communion
to the Sick
Please call the rectory

Weddings

Please contact the
parish one year prior to
the date of the wedding.
Time is necessary for
instructions, paperwork
and sacramental
preparation.

Baptisms

Please make
arrangements in advance.
Pre-Baptismal instructions
are required for parents.
Please call the rectory.

New Parishioners

Please call or stop in at
the Rectory to register. If
you move to a new
address in the parish or
out of the parish, please
notify the Rectory.

Rectory

Monday - Friday
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Bulletin Deadline
Monday | Noon
Credit Union
216-587-0631

Staff

Rev. John J. Schneider
Pastor
Rev. Norman Gajdzinski
Pastor Emeritus
Rev. Mr. Robert Bugaj
Deacon
Mrs. Nancy Heineke
Parish Catechetical
Leader & Coordinator
of Youth Ministry
Mr. Frank Kozuch
Music Director
Mrs. Linda Schiavone
Office Manager

5276 East 105th Street, Garfield Heights, OH 44125 | sttheresegarfield.org | 216-581-2852 | st.therese@roadrunner.com

DECEMBER 23, 2018
MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS

Saturday, December 22
Vigil
5:30 PM
Pamela Kolar

Sunday, December 23–Fourth Sunday of Advent
10:00-10:30 AM Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
10:30 AM Joanne Biegacki
Wanda M. Golias
Divine Mercy Holy Hour at 2:30 p.m.
Monday, December 24—Christmas Eve
4:00 PM
For the People of the Parish
5:30 PM
Welker, Langa & Franko Families
Wanda M. Golias
10 PM
For the People of the Parish

SS.P&P
St. T
St. T

Tuesday, December 25-The Nativity of the Lord
8:30 AM
For the People of the Parish
St. T
8:30 AM
For the People of the Parish
SS. P&P
10:30 AM Leonard (AM) & Mildred Divoky
St. T
Richard Milbert & Jeanie Savnik
Elizabeth Alder
10;30 AM For the People of the Parish
SS. P&P
Wednesday, December 26-St. Stephen
8:30 AM
Joe Kazimour

Collection-December 15/16
Envelopes Used: 239
Religious Retirement: $277

Collection: $6,462.00*
St. Vincent de Paul: $219

*Figure includes the following:
Parish Only: $635
Restoration: $187
Altar & Flower: $72
December Holy Days: $918
Donation in Honor of Marge Hlavaty: $300

SS. P&P

Thursday, December 27-St. John, Apostle
8:30 a.m. John Roman

Friday, December 28-The Holy Innocents
8:30 AM
Jeffrey Duke

Pray for the Sick :
St. T
SS. P&P

Saturday, December 29-St. Thomas Becket
Vigil
5:30 PM
Ruth Wilkes
Sunday, December 30-The Holy Family of
Jesus, Mary & Joseph
Knights of Columbus will pray the rosary before Mass .
10:30 AM For the People of the Parish
Please note that this schedule includes the weekday Masses
for both St. Therese & SS. Peter and Paul, but only the weekend
Masses of our parish.

Joshua Stebal, Elizabeth O’Donnell, Don Tews,
Laverne Griffiths, Michelle Cozens, Shirley
Zwilling, Rita Pawloski, Raymond Pavlik, Michael
Kobie, Dori Herout, Robyn Buckley, Sophie
Tessmer, Michelle Triska, Nancy Kolecki,
Charlene Fabrizo, Josephine Wojtonek, Mark
Bandini, Laura Poss, Jeff Radak, Patricia J.
McHale, Joyce Kedzierski, Jacquie Fisher, Arnold
Brantley, Patricia Kraft, Josephine Mathews,
Helen Yakubik, Brian Shamblin, Ann Duhanich,
Marion Diakant, Mary Cutler, Gregory Skuta,
Phyllis & Delmer Price, William Gonzalez,
Anthony Amato, Joe Suster, Daria Melnyc, John
Jeloveck, Sara Soltesz, Diane Wells, Mary
Decker, Doris Rusnak

Christmas Mass Times

Readings for the Week
Sunday: Mi 5:1-4a; Heb 10:5-10; Lk 1:39-45
Monday: Is 62:1-5; Acts 13:16-17,22-25; Mt 1:1-25
Tuesday: Is 52:7-10; Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18
Wednesday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Mt 10:17-22
Thursday: 1 Jn 1:1-4; Jn 20:1a, 2-8
Friday: 1 Jn 1:5—2:2; Mt 2:13-18
Saturday: 1 Jn 2:3-11; Lk 2:22-35

Monday, December 24,
4 p.m. at SS. Peter & Paul
5:30p.m. at St. Therese
10 p.m. at St. Therese
Tuesday, December 25,
8:30 a.m. at both parishes
10:30 a.m. at both parishes

The parish office will be closed
December 25 & 26.

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
ASK FATHER!
Q. Regarding your commentary on questions 280-284 in the Catholic Catechism from several
weeks ago in the parish bulletin (on the Feast of Christ the King). You say "Although not all sins
are mortal some of the most commonly committed sins are .... and "Tragically, mortal sins occur
with great frequency even amongst otherwise faithful Catholics.” I take this as "we are almost
always in the state of mortal sin.” I am sure that this is not your intent but that is the way that I
interpreted it. Please dispel my fear.

A. The parishioner raises a good point that I would like to address. First, we need to distinguish
real contrition from the problem of scrupulosity. Contrition leads us to repent from a sin and ask God for
forgiveness. When we have sinned mortally, our contrition will lead us to go to Confession as soon as we can. If
we ever wonder if a sin is mortal, we should go to Confession, ask our confessor, and abide by his judgment.
Scrupulosity, however, is a fixation on venial sins without the conscience coming to rest. If you are constantly
worried about offending God, then you ought to tell your confessor this so that he can give you guidance on how to
settle your conscience. Whereas contrition leads us to changing our lives and forgetting about our sins,
scrupulosity entraps us in self-doubt and self-recrimination.
Secondly, we need to note (with great sadness) that many Catholics are endangering their salvation. In particular
the mortal sins that I was thinking of in the above were missing Mass and self gratification. Tragically, only 25% of
Catholics in America attend Mass weekly so that 75% of Catholics are committing the mortal sin of missing Mass
on a regular basis. Likewise, I know anecdotally that many Catholics struggle in obeying the Sixth Commandment.
My comments above were chiefly about how many Catholics choose to skip Mass and stop trying to improve their
lives of prayer.
Thirdly, as the questioner noted, I was not claiming that most Catholics are in the state of mortal sin. We cannot
know this! In fact, we cannot know with certitude the state of our own soul because grace is imperceptible.
Accordingly, when we have a worry about the state of our soul, we should simply ask our confessor, who will have
an objective view of the matter.
We are called to trust in God’s mercy and work with it as much possible. Our strongest aids for that are Confession
and the Eucharist. When we attend Mass on every Sunday and go to Confession regularly, we can be confident
that we are cooperating with God’s grace. This hope does not presume that God owes us salvation but is our
ardent desire to be made worthy. As we say at every Mass, “Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my
roof, but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.”

OUR YOUNG CHURCH...
Wishes our parish family a blessed Christmas. We
thank you for your support year round.

Please pray for the recently deceased:
Emily Reiss

Remember to recycle all of your holiday paper this
season—wrapping paper, packaging & boxes, holiday
catalogs, holiday cards, etc. Thank you!

Congratulations to:
Bobette Poussart and
Laura Poss
who won $100 in our weekend drawing for
December 15/16.

PSR is on Christmas break. We will resume class
Jan 9.
Youth412 will be traveling to the Moriah House for a
special service project this week. Please keep the
students in your prayers!
Dinner’s On!
The Fathers are most grateful for the
delicious meals coming in to the rectory. It
is especially helpful to Fr. Odokodit who is
without the convenience of a car. If you
would like to make a meal delivery after
3:00 pm, please call Geri at SS. Peter and
Paul, 216-429-1515 to make arrangements. Breakfast
and lunch items are also greatly appreciated.

DECEMBER 23, 2018
There will be a Divine Mercy Holy Hour on Sunday,
December 23, at 2:30 p.m. at St. Therese Church. All
are welcome.
Oplatki
Oplatki (Christmas wafers) are available at the rectory
office for purchase. The cost is $2 for a package of
four.

Coming soon: The St.
Therese 2nd Annual Chili
-Soup Cook Off! It will
be held on Sunday,
January 27, from 1 to 3
p.m.
This will be an
“Advance Sale Tickets
Only” event. Contestants will compete for prizes
by entering a full size crock pot of their favorite
chili or soup for you to enjoy. The cost to enter is
$10 which includes 1 admission. Winners will be
based on most votes by those who attend and
taste. Admission is $5 per
person and includes 1 ballot.
Tickets and entry forms will
be available in January.
Please see future bulletins
for more information.
The Skitzki/Bahleda Musical
Group will perform a prelude of
Christmas music beginning at
5:10 p.m. before Mass on
Saturday, December 29. Come
to Mass early and enjoy!

Pre-Cana at St. Monica Parish
This year’s pre-Cana day will take place on Saturday,
January 26. This is for all engaged couples and it’s a
day to concentrate on your marriage and put aside the
plans of your wedding day. A team of married couples
leads you in this special day as we celebrate God’s
presence in your new life together.
Please call the St. Monica parish office at 216-6628685 for more information and to register.
The next Cleveland Retrouvaille Weekend is January
25-27.
Retrouvaille is a program for troubled
marriages. For more information, call Marce or Liz
Gliha at 440-357-6580 or 1-800-470-2230 or go online
to www.helpourmarriage.org.

Your Prayer to Jesus
This Christmas, you are invited to write a prayer to
Infant Jesus. Create a personal, private prayer. Drop
off your prayer to the assigned box located near the
Manger before Mass on Christmas (Vigil or Day). The
prayers will be part of the offertory at Mass, and will be
burned after the new year.

Our Mass times for
The Solemnity of Mary are:
Monday, December 31: 4 p.m. at St. Therese
(includes Miraculous Medal Novena)
And
Tuesday, January 1: 10:30 a.m. at SS. Peter &
Paul
What Would You Ask Our
Bishop?
What would you ask Bishop
Perez if he was sitting at your
kitchen table? To be part of
Table Talk with Bishop Nelson Perez, submit your
questions to tabletalk@am1260therock.com by
January 1st. The next episode of Table Talk on AM
1260 The Rock will air January 17th at 5pm and will be
re-broadcast January 19th at 1pm and January 20th at
noon. For audio archive of previous episodes, visit
www.am1260therock.com.
MARRIED COUPLES- Worn out from the holidays?
Feeling stressed? Are you looking for a way to avoid
the winter blahs? Bring some warmth and refreshed
intimacy back into your marriage with a Worldwide
Marriage Encounter Weekend. Winter dates: Jan. 1920 at St. Paschal Baylon in Highland Heights, or Feb.
15-17 at the Hartville Comfort Suites. Info; 330-3059963 or www.GreatMarriagesOhio.org
POLISH PASTERKA and THREE KINGS DAY– The
traditional Polish Christmas Liturgy (Pasterka) and the
feast of the Three Kings will be celebrated on Sunday
afternoon, January 6, 2019 at the beautiful, historic
church of St. Casimir, 8223 Sowinski Avenue,
Cleveland, OH 44103. The celebration will begin at
2:30 with a prelude of Kolendy (Polish Christmas
Carols) followed by the mass at 3 p.m. with homily in
Polish and English.
Also, prior to the celebration (from 12:30 - 2:30 p.m.,)
a Polish dinner will be available in the church
hall. Everyone is cordially invited to attend.
For further information, call 440-258-5231

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
The Knights of Columbus will be praying the
rosary as well as the Holy Family Novena on
Sunday, December 30, before Mass at 10:05
a.m. at St. Therese Church. We hope that
some parishioners will join us. We have a few
extra prayer cards with the novena on it that
parishioners can use.

The Week Ahead:
Sunday, December 23
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 10-10:30 a.m., C
Divine Mercy Holy Hour 2:30 p.m., C
Monday & Tuesday, December 24 & 25
Please see the Christmas Mass Schedule elsewhere in this
bulletin.
Tuesday, December 25
AA 8 p.m., H
Thursday, December 27
Bingo 6:45 p.m., H
Parish Council 7 p.m., S

The Lord be with you!
Merry Christmas! Although I am “jumping the gun” a little, my premature greetings fit well with the end of Advent.
We have spent the last few weeks preparing for our Lord’s arrival by putting aside the things of this world to offer
ourselves more worthily to the Sacred Heart of Christ. In two days we will enter anew the mystery of heaven and
earth being united in the Person of Christ.
“Christ opened heaven for us in the manhood he assumed” said St. Irenaeus, a Church Father of the
second century. All too often we forget that Christmas and Easter are linked together as the celebrations of God’s
Mercy triumphing over sin and death. In his writings against the Gnostics, St. Irenaeus presented Jesus as the New
Adam and Mary as the New Eve. Whereas the Gnostics thought that God only pretended to become a human
being, St. Irenaeus defended the Catholic belief that God really did become man in the person of Jesus Christ. In
fact Irenaeus explained that God had foreseen Adam and Eve’s Fall and had already prepared a plan to save us.
Just as we prepared for Christmas by going through Advent, the LORD journeyed with Israel to make sure that they
were ready for their savior.
Christmas thus inaugurates the moment of God’s victory over sin. Christ’s life on earth - from His
Incarnation to His Ascension - is a single act of redemption. Joining human nature to the Divine, Jesus reclaims
what Adam and Eve had lost. Likewise, Mary rectifies Eve’s disobedience at the temptation of a fallen angel by her
obedience at the word of the Archangel Gabriel. Accordingly, at Christmas we celebrate that the Kingdom of God
has arrived. For we are no longer separated from God because He has come to us!
We can all learn from St. Irenaeus’s insight that Jesus joins the human and the divine. As Christ’s disciples
we are called to not only announce His Gospel but also to become it. Through our festive celebrations and fraternal
charity, let our hearts be freed to sing with the angels: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of
goodwill.”
In Christ,
Fr. John

