
May 17, 2018 
 
Dear “Almost” 8th Graders, 
 
Yippee! It’s almost summer: time for sleeping in, staying up late, gazing at the stars,, 
splashing in the pool, biking to the park, learning a new craft, climbing a new peak, 
visiting interesting places, and…drum roll, please...reading good books. 
 
Your summer reading assignment is to read at least four books. You can choose from 
the attached lists or  you can choose any books that you enjoy and your parents agree 
are a good choice. The important thing is that you read a little every day. You can start 
TODAY! 
 
For one of your books, I’d like you to choose one of the following projects: 
 
1. Create an original book cover for the best book you read this summer. I’ve 
attached a template for you to use. Here are the directions: 

A. On the front cover, write the title and author of the book and draw an illustration 
that shows a little about the book. Also, write your name on  the bottom, 
right-hand corner so I know who created the cover. 

B. On the spine, write the title of the book. 
C. On the back cover write a short synopsis (5-7 sentences) about the book using 

teasers without spoiling the ending. Write 1-2 sentences about the author. Write 
a brief testimonial (use strong adjectives and verbs) about why you like this book. 

 
2. Create a video book talk about your favorite book. You can use your cell phone 
phone or laptop to record you (and others if you can recruit some actors) to sell others 
on your book. Your video should be short (30 seconds to a minute) so planning your 
script -  using descriptive vocabulary , strong verbs, and carefully planned plot points - 
will make your video great. You can use visuals, music, props, etc. to make this short 
video great. Be sure to include a rating of the book and a “call to action”, a phrase 
something like “Read it today!” 
 
3. Create a podcast about your favorite book. You should plan your script well, 
rehearse your speaking voice and record. This podcast should be 1 - 2 minutes in 
length and should contain descriptive vocabulary, strong verbs and carefully selected 
plot points. Keep in mind that the listener will have no visuals so you’ll have to “paint a 
picture” with your words.Be sure to include a rating of the book and a “call to action”, a 
phrase something like, “Head to your local library and check it out today!” 



Whichever project you choose it should be finished by the first day of school next fall. 
Bring your book cover to class or share your podcast or video with me at 
penny.jansen@hfcs-gj.org. 
 
I’d also like you to keep a log of your reading minutes and the number of pages you 
read each day. The reason I like you to do this is so you can see your progress. 
Reading a little every day is easier  and a lot more fun than trying to read a lot in one or 
two days. Bring this log or share it electronically on the first day of school 
 
 
I’m looking forward to a great 8th grade year and sharing our love of books with each 
other. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mrs. Jansen 
 
P.S. Another fun summer activity it to visit your local library and join their summer 
reading program.  Discover new books, hear good programs, meet new friends, earn 
prizes. It’s all fun! 
 
 
 
 
 


