
Dear 8th Graders, 

 

First of all, congratulations on making it seventh grade! It’s time to talk about 

everyone’s favorite subject…summer reading! Even though it is probably the 

farthest thing from your mind right now, reading over the summer is the best 

way to make sure that you don’t forget everything you learned in sixth 

grade. If you’re still unconvinced, read a few of the facts in the box on the 

left. 

Your summer reading assignment is to read at least four books. You can 

choose from the attached list, or you can choose any books that you enjoy, 

that are at your level, and that your parents agree are a good choice. The 

important thing is that you read a little every day. For one of your books, 

we’d like you to choose one of the following projects: 

 

 

1. Create an original book cover for the best book you read this summer. We’ve attached a template for you to use. 

Here are the directions: 

a. On the front cover, write the title and author of the book and draw an illustration that represents the 

book’s plot or one of its major themes. Also, write your name on the bottom right-hand corner so I know 

who created the cover. 

b. On the spine, write the title of the book. 

c. On the back cover, write a short synopsis (5-7 sentences) about the book, using teasers without spoiling the 

ending. Then write a brief testimonial (4-5 sentences) about why you liked this book. Use strong adjectives 

and verbs in your review, and be prepared to share your book cover with the class when you return in the 

fall. Make sure the whole book cover is colorful and neat. If you need to type the paragraphs on the back, 

feel free. 

2. Create a video book talk or recorded podcast about your favorite book. You can use a cell phone or computer to 

record you (and others if you can recruit some actors) to sell others on your book. Your video/podcast should be 

short (~2 minutes), so planning your script – using descriptive vocabulary, strong verbs, and carefully planned plot 

points – will make your project effective. If you are filming a video, you can use visuals, music, props, etc. to make 

this short video great. If you are making a podcast, keep in mind that your listener will have no visuals, so you’ll 

have to “paint a picture” with your words. Be sure to include a rating of the book and a call to action – a phrase 

like “Read it today!” Be prepared to play your video or podcast for the class when you return in the fall. 

3. Brown Paper Bag Project: In a paper bag, place three items that symbolize significant characters/events/ideas 

from your novel. For example, if you were reading a book about a famous baseball player, you might fill your 

bag with objects, such as a postcard from his hometown or a baseball to serve as a reminder of a notable 

homerun. Include a paper that explains each item in a short paragraph (4-5 sentences, 3 paragraphs total), and 

write the name of your book, its author, and your name on the front of the paper bag. Be prepared to share your 

project with the class when you return from summer break. 

Whichever project you choose, it should be finished by the first day of school next fall. Bring your book cover or brown 

paper bag to class on the first day of school, or be prepared to email your podcast or video to your 8th grade teacher. 

We’d also like you to keep a log of the books you read over the summer and their page number. That way, we can make 

a tally of how much we read as a class over the break. A template for the reading log is attached.  

Have a wonderful summer, and take many adventures – both in real life and between the pages of some great books! 

 

Sincerely,  

The 8th Grade ELA Teachers  

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

• Students who read over the summer do 

better in school in the fall. 

• Students who do not read over the summer 

demonstrate academic loss in the fall. 

• 8 out of 10 studies indicate that students 

who read for fun outperformed those who 

did not. 

• Students read more when they can choose 

their own books. 

• Reading five books over the summer is a 

proven method to prevent academic loss. 

• Summer reading loss is cumulative. By the 

end of 6th grade, children who do not read 

over the summer are an average of two 

years behind other children. 

• Reading a lot increases your chances of 

being a very cool person later on in life. 
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