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Dear Parents and Children of our First Communion Class, 

      It is with great joy that I write to you in the beginning of the celebration of the Year of the 

Eucharist. I, like you, have been waiting with patient faith for the reception of First Holy Communion 

for your children.  The Eucharist is the center of our lives and it gives to us all that we need to face 

each day with peace and love.  The Eucharist is that which nourishes our very soul and unites us 

together in perfect charity with our brothers and sister around us and God himself. It brings me so 

much joy to see our young girls and boys receive this most precious gift for the first of many times.  I 

love the moment of no longer offering just a blessing as they come forward with you at Mass but now 

extending to them the great gift of the Eucharist.  

     My friends, I’m so grateful for your patience and understanding during these difficult months as 

we deal with the global pandemic of Covid-19.  As we prepare to enter these next phases of piecing 

our lives back together in a safe and responsible way, I write to you to invite you and your children 

to the sacrament of Holy Communion.  Our Faith Formation office is sending you a date for a 

weekend in August when we can celebrate First Holy Communion with you in a safe and responsible 

way.  I also understand that some families will still not feel comfortable enough to return to public 

celebrations of Mass at this time, that’s OK, we fully understand. I ask that when you do feel safe to 

return, let me know by communicating with our Faith Formation office and we will set up a time for 

your child to receive First Holy Communion.   

    While there will be no processions, group photos, or children singing praises to our Lord, we will 

still celebrate your child’s First Holy Communion in a reverent manner. Each child will be allowed to 

bring, their parents and two other guests with them to church for the date you will select. If there are 

other members in your family that you are looking to invite please contact Andrew Genovese for 

assistance.  All attending, including each child for Holy Communion, will be required to wear a face 

mask throughout the Mass. Each child and their guests will enter the church through the main center 

doors of the church and will be escorted to their pews. At the time of First Holy Communion each 

child will be brought forward with their parents and guests and will receive communion together.  

After receiving the Eucharist in their hand, parents are asked to help their children remove their face 

mask, consume the Eucharist, replace their face mask and return to their pew together.  After Mass 

has ended families will be escorted to the side door exits.  Pictures before or after Mass will not be 

allowed inside the Church, however, feel free to take pictures around the outside of the church.   

     My friends I look forward to celebrating this special day with you and your children.  Please know 

of my continued prayers as we travel these challenging roads together.  May God bless you and keep 

you always in the palm of His hand. 

Peace and Blessings, 

Fr. Bob 


